prepossescjons and prejudices and their
actions be influenced very much by
thetr wives and other femsale members
of their families. I bave seen Itin
counoile, 1 have peen il ln private
and [ hnve seen it in every direc-
tion almost where men love their
wives, and especirlly where their
wives are shrewd women. [t is sur-
prieing snmetimes to see the inHuence

wives pave upon thelr husbapds?
opinions and views concerning
public affalrs  and concerning
individuuls. Therefore, #t is of the

ulmost importance that women—I use
that word, for [ ke to call my mother
A woman, therefore I trust you will not
think I am epeakiog io an {mproper
mappner when 1 wsay woman—
should be properly trained and made
intelligent; then they can exércise a
wonderful iuvfluence in rocjety. 1t
should be a healthful influence, and to
be such they should be themselves
brogght in contact with, or have fur-
pished them, opportunitles of obtaining
knowledge and understanding and
comprehension, so that they will be
lifted above petty prejudices. Thie i
of great importance, because, as I say,
women have wonderful influence over
the minds of others with whom they
come in contact. )

You often find it the ease that boy
reflect the views of their mothers,
and husbands also, ton great extent,
retlegt the views of their wives. Leta
woman be prejudiced against or be
prepossessed in fAvor of some measure
or & man outside of her family, and in
a great majority of casesthat prejudice
or prepossersion will efteet all the
male members of the household. Her
husbapnd and children wiil feel the in-
fluence; and however strong they are,
and injependent in their wodes of
thought and action, they will feel the
effect of it. Politiclans nre aware of
this, and therofore shrewd men try to
get the women—Lthe wives of senators
and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives—to view things in what
they .would call the right light
They kpnow how potent woman’s ip-
fluence s in shaping men’s thoughts
and actions. he © .

nd it isso in the Church. ere

is Ano :Inan in the Church, from the
President down, who is not influenced,
more or Jess,in this way. Therefore, it
is of the wtmost importance, 1 think.
that you, my sisters, should have the
best and brightest of opportunities to
ohtain intelligence and knowledge and
to prasp those questions that are
brought before men and women for
their thought aod action. I would
liketo aee every woman as fully in-
formed upon all questions that come
before ue aa a geopie as it Is possible for
them to be, because I think the effect
of this would be very good and the in-
fluence felt. -

There Is n peculiarity avout women
that [ think is remarkable. Theirin-
tuilion exeeeds, as arule,thatof n man.

They are better judges of character
than men are. A man arrives at his
‘toncluzions nsuslly by a slower procves
than women do. He is more apt to]
renson, snd work out his conclusions
by reason, than women are. But the
first impression of women concerning
an individual is generanlly, though not
always, correct. They are wonderfully !
quick in receiving impressions ana in
giving them, becanse, as a sex, theyl

‘to those daily cares, and

{And I Jo rejoice in theee oppurtunities
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do not conceal their thoughts and feel-
Inpge. And I think men would save
themselves . trouhle sometimes if they
would ilsten to their wives in these
respects. Lt ought to be said, however,
that after the first impression moven
AWAY wWomen are subject to other in-
fluences.

I speak in this way because our
daughbters, mothers and wives should
have the fullest opportunities of gain-
ing kEnowledge; and I am tharkful for
the organization of these societies, be-
cause I think they breaden woman’s
sphere of action and bring her in con
tact with al! the affairs of life to a-
greater extent thanp she could possibly
be were she to confine hersslf wholly
to her household dutier. T am surethe
effect is n good one. I would like to
see every sister enjoy and use the
fullest and freest opportunity for the
exercise of the powers and gifts she
possesser, A preat deal of unhappiness
any melancholy ean be banished from
households and individuals by furnish-
ing them such opportunities as are
furnished in these societies, because
there is room for aclion, and no person
ean be a haPpy pefson who has
oot _some Jabor to  perform; and
the higher the Ianbor is-—that is
labor that is kepefleial to others—the
greater is the good to tbose who, per-
form it. It gladdens people to havean
opportunity of dolng some good, and
to feel that they are not living without
an ohject in life; and the higher the
purpose is, the more happiness the
labors to accomplish it brings,

Now there is one thing that per-
haps all bave noticed—that where
women are coofined to household
duties and the labors connected there-

with, it becomes a 'species of
drudpgery, and it 1Is one con-
tlnual round from orning until
night, aod from the beginning to

the end of the week, If a woman
marries and has children, and Lhey
and her household dutiea are her sole
care and ooccupation, she js apt to Jose
that taste for sfudies and the keeping
up of her accomgplishments which she
had before she was married. I have
deplored this. Of course it is inevit-
able in songe cases mnd for some por-
tions of wnen’s lives or until their
children grow up, because we are uol
all incircumstances to relleve ourselves
from that kind of labor. But I have
rejoiced in the organlzation of
these gpcoietier, becrnuse they faroish
opportunlties that canpot be found
outside of them. The sisters in these
societies have their minds taken from
the daily care that oppresses them.
1t would be a very monotonous life for
women to lead to be compelled
to eonfine  themselves entirely
to household affairs without any reliet.
Men are dJifferently situated. They
put oo their hats and leave their
houses and mingle with their fellows;
and no matter bow laborfous their oe-
cupalion may be, there iz some diver-
sion toit. But notso always with the
wife. She iz confiped to the house aud
therefore
anytbing that brings sucn opportuni-
ties for change, as t%ese ReliefSocieties
fnrnish,ought to be hailed as & blessing.

of relief from the cares afforded by
these societies to those who attend the
meetings oocasionally, even If they do
vol engage in Lhe notive duties of the
socleties,
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An English writer, speaking of the
causer of the decadence of Athens,
tins made certain statemehts concern-
ing the Greeks when Athenswas in ite
glory, that made a Jdeep impression
upcn my mind. He said that the
Atheniaus of the golden age, as 1l
wight be termed, were as much ahead
of the present ordiuary elvilized man
as the latter was abead of the pegro.
Now I do not believe the statement he
made to ite full extent. But he cited a
number of the names of eminent men
among the Greeks and made a com-
parison between them and eminent
raoderne, and he awarded the superi-
ority to the Athenians. According to

his showing he made it plain
that they were far ahead of
the prenent ordinary nivilized

map, either English or American.
This writer endeavored to account for
the superiority of the men of Athens
in that age by stating that Lhe best and
choicest and most energetic people
from the surrounding countrles had
gone to that State, and the result had
been that a superior race of people had
been developed. The uJeeay of that
greal race waa Jue, in this writer’s
opinion, to the fact that the married
women who bore the children were
kept in seclusion and were ignorant
ant deemed unfit companions for men
in publie, They had no opportunities
of miogiing in public affaire, ner of
hearing much,, if anything, about
those questions which oceapied the

‘attention of the men and thatagitated

the republie, They Epew nothing of
publie questions or outside affairs.
Tbe children of such mothers became
inferior in intelligence apd inteliectual
power.

Another factor contributed also to
the decsy of that people, Brilllant
women, women who were not content
to live obrcure or Jomestic lives and
who saw that by becoming courlezans
they could anpear tn public and tuke
part in public aftaire and have the so-
ciety of philosophers nnd prominent
men, chose that life. That clags became
very numerous. The most eminent
philesophers became thelr companione.
Of course that class bore no ehiidren,
and as the women of the greatest
talent adopted that kind of life, the
bearing of children was left in too
many instances to ignorant and in-
ferior women. Hence, the decay of
the Athenian people, as this writer
asgerts. It is probable there is some
truth in these statements. Therefors,
every mnn who desires our people to
progress and become a great people
must take safisfaction in secing the
women of our community furnished
advaniages snd opportunities toobtain
understanding concerning everything
that affectsus in all our relations, sa
that they can talk to their children
respecting all the aftairs o: life, and not
leave them to grow up in ignorance,

Mothers’ teachings and influence do
bave an effect upon the offspring.
Take a mother who js thoroughly
tamiliar with the principles of the
Gospel and is a good, faithful Latter-
day Baint, and who talks atout those
pringiples, and notices her chiliren—
they grow up full of a faith which

children of others who do
not take the pame paina apd
have npot the sume turn  do
not have. Now [ know this is

within the range of our obeervation,



