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DISCOURSE

ELDER ERASTOS SNOW

At the General Conference on Mon~

day Afternoon, April
4th, 1881.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. G1BBS,

1 desire to be heard, not that I am
am bitious of speaking, but if 1 speak
I desire that my sirength shall not
be unnecessarily taxed.

One of the ancient expounders of
the Christian religion sald, that the

pel was the perfect law of liber-
ﬁ? I believe it; and if I take a text
at all, that is my text

The gos rel as understood and ex-
pounded : y the Savior and his an-

ient Apu-tles is a ‘perfect law of

say unto thee: for they have not re-
jected thee but they have rejected

them.”” Samuel did as the Lord
commanded him, and Israel was
ruled over by a king of their own
choosing. But the heavens were
displeased with them for so doing,
and you who are conversant with
Bible history are familiar with the
troubles and sorrows that befell
Israel in consequence of this de-

{ure from the ways of God. And
hose who read the k of Mormon
find the same spirit breathed through
out that book, The people, in thedays
when they were willing to listen to
the voice of prophets and inspired
men, were the freeest and best of all
people; but when they b:gan to
apostatize and harden their hearts
against the words of the Lord and
the counsel imparted to them by
His servants, they began to drift

iberty. ‘“Cverything pertaining to
tho spirit of the gospel; as taught
and expoirded and practised by the
Savior an:: His diselples, tended to
liberty. ¢ 11 the revelations that
God eves ¢ ve to man from the be-
ginning ¢! 1/1e world tended to liber-
ty. he overnment which our
heavenly ¥ ither has exercised, or
attempted to « xercise over His chil-
dren on the e: th or in the heavens,
hasnot in the least fended to res-

train or abridge them in their liberty, |

but rather to enlarge it,to extend it,
to insure, to preserve and maintain
it. The | of Christ and all ot
the raveﬁ:?; ons of God to man
have sought to mark the line of dis-
tinction between liberty and license,
between correct principles of govern-
ment and anarchy or op on and
sluvery. Oppression and slavery are
the result DP sin and wickedness,
violations of the principles of the
everlasting gospe! either by the rul-
ers or ruled or both, and generally
both, True freedom of mind and
body and true liberty, even the en-
joyment of human rights is founded
and maintained, and rests upon hu-
man integrity and virtue and the
obzervance of those principles of
truth on which all true happiness
and true freedom is founded. Sin
was never righteousness, nor can be;
license was never liberty nor can be;
misery was never happiness, nor can
be; and yet because of the blindness
and ignorance of some peoplejthey
never appear to be happy only when
they are perfectly miserable. And
there are some people too who
think they are always in sla-
very and bondage unless they
are trying to get themselves into
trouble; and they think there is no
true li only in acting like the
devil. The Nihilists of Russia, the
Bocialists of France and their sym-
thizers in America, including the
‘Liberals” of Utah, are panting for
liberty; they are restive under the
rmtralnttgf order and law; ctihey are
0 vernment, and like the
Fpm Eogzliﬂta and ti]ummuuiats,
they would destroy Jehovah himself
and behead the king and burnr up
arliament and assassinale every
representative of powerand govern-
ment; and when they had reduced
the country and themselves to an-
srchy, they would look upon their
condition as the acme of freedom
and human liberiy. The world to-
day is drifting in this direction, in-
cluding our own liberal America.

If we take a retrospective view of
the dealings of God with his people
whom he recognized, and who ack-
nowledged his laws, and among
whom he raised up prophets,
and with whom he established
his covenants, we will find
that they have been the freest of all
peoples that have exisied on the
earth. The students of the Bible
and the Book of Mormon know this
to be the case. They know that the
first king that ruled over ancient [s-
rael was chosen at their own earnest
solicitations when they began to

apostatize from God and to despise | of

His counseis. They know that
Samuel the Seer, who judged them
in righteousness and who taught
them faithfully the ways of ‘the

Lord, earnesly remonstrated with |

them when they clamored for a
king to goout and in before them
and lead them to battle, that they
might be as other nations who were
around them. BSamuel foretold the
results—that such a course tended
to bondage; that they were but
forging the links of the chain that
would bind them and deprive them
of freedom. He labored long and |
arduously to dissuade them from it:
but they would not listen to him.
And yet they were not willing to
consent for anybody else to
make them 'a king but that
sanie Samual;to and when he

with sin and oppression and bond-
age. Anarchy—shall I say, is the
worst of all governments? No; An-
archy is the absence of all gov-
erninent; it is the antipodes of or
der; it is the acme 0t confusion; it
is the result of unbridled license, the
antipodes of true liberty. The A pos-
tle Paul says truly: ““For there i8 no
wer but of God: the powers . that
are ordained of Gnd.,” At first
this Is a startling statement. Even
the monopoly of the one-man-power
as in Russia, or the monopoly of the
arist as in other parts of Eu-
rope,
times stupidity of a republic like vur
own, is far better than no govern-
ment at all. And for this reason,
says the Apostle Paul, “The powers
are ordalned of God,” not_that they
are always the best forms of govern-

|

1

|

me, that I should not reign over|]

or the imbecility and some- |

proper undeistanding, constitute
the best method of eettling and ad-
usting the differences of mankind
that has ever been instituted; agree-
ing with the experience of Bishop
Hunter, who has often sald, that no_
cases of difficulty are so thoroughly
and effectually settled as those that
are dis of in this way. This is
the chief labor of the visiting priest-
hood among the people of God, And
yet the enemies of this le, pratea
great deal about the oppression of the
Priethood., There is no pope or
bishop, priest or clergyman or eccle-
siastic belonging to any sect on the
earth, 80 far as my knowledge ex-
tends,” that is so approachable as
the President and Apostles and
Priests and Bishops and Elders of
this Church, whose hearts and ears
are open to everyhody to hear what
everybody has to say, and to give it
due weight in all patience and long-
suffering, tc enlighten and teach
them correct principles, that they
may act honestly with each other
and secure each other the greatest
possible amioynt of liberty, freedom
and happiness. The same may be
said of the domeslic relations in the
family cirele—I will not say with
wicked men, with men that are na-
turally tyrannieal, having the spirit
of tyranny and oppression born in
them; but I will say that free men
and women who are imbued with
the spirit of the everlasling gospel,
who are living in polygamy, ithat
tbey manifest a greater degree of
paiental affeclion and of con-
jugal love, and evince greater
earnest desire to promote peace
and happiness and comfort and Ili-
berty and freedom to each member
of their families than st least the

ment for the people, or that they af-
ford libe and freedom to man-
kind, but that any and all forms of
government are better than none at
all, having a tendency as they do to
restrain the ons of human na
ture and to curb them, and to estab-
lish and maintain order to a greater
or less degree. One monopoly is bet.
ter than many; and the oppression
of a king is tolerable, but the oppres-
sion of a mob, where e man is
& law to himself and his own
right arm, is |his wer to
enforce his own will, is the worst
form of governmenf. The efforts of
extremists clamoring for human
freedom aré all tending in this direc
tion; and those who clamor for hu-
man rights are, as a general thing,
the first to trample them under foot
—[ mean those who are the most
loud-mouthed;  their ideas of free-
dom are all on their tongue; they
conceive of no freedom only when
they wield the sword, or dictate
terms to others. The Gospel of tne
Son of God extends to the world
that perfect law of liberty. Found
ed on truth, and a proper apprecia-
tion of those principles that tend to
the largest possible happiness to
htmanity, it restrains mankind,not
in the enjoyment o freedom and
liberty, but from efforts to deprive
their fellows of it. In other words,
the power which God has sought to
exercise, and which “he has recom-
mended and 'sanctioned, is only to
seize the arm that is raised to fell
his fellow, and to stop the loud ton-
gue of the raging maniae, that
would destroy the peace of his
fellow man, and who would seek to
build- himgzelf up on the ruin of
others. Thereis no system of gov-
ernment ever instituted among men
Lhat is well caleulated 1o give and
maintain human freedom, and
at- the same  time to
strain | the ' vices and excesses of
fallen humanity, as the government
of the gospel sought to be establish
ed by the Savior #énd His Apostles,
We heard éluﬂted this forenoon the
words of  God spoken through the
Prophet J b, and which are and
always will be in force among this
people, to the effect that the powers
e Priesthood are inseparably
connected with the powers of tea-
ven, and cannot be exercised in any
degree of unrighteousness; tha! the

wer of that man departs from
im when he attempts in the least
degree to exercise an unrighteous
dominion over his fellowman--orany

power or dominion except that pow- |

er of truth and of persuasion found-
ed upon it.

The teachings of the Savior in re-
lation to the settling of difficulties

arising . among brethren in the
Church of Christ, through visiting
them and talking fraakly one with

another, explaining and expoundin
to each :H;hur until they mp;z to lllgl

understanding of all troubles that

may arise among members of th
Chureh; and in cases of di s

ment invoking the aid and munaﬂ

had prayed the Lord
T oed Gt Rhts. o “hearken to lﬂ:

voice of the people in all that they ! helps

of visiting priests and teachers to act

|of happiness and freedom, nnity,

t majority of the families of the
Christian world. And as { have of-
ten said—and [ am as well acquaint-
ed with polygamous families in Utah
as, perhaps, any other man, in con-
sequence of my traveling constantly
among the ple and mingling
with them-—that, as a risa, the
polygamous families of Utah are the
best regulated families in the land,
and they enjoy the greatest degiee

fullowship and love and reverence
for correct principles. Our would-be
regenerators would feign Ilry and
msake us believe that unless we sll
£o to the polls and vote the't licket
we are £laves to the Priesthoo i} that

hecause we chose to vote for oo
friends, we are doing the bidding w!
the Priesthood. Yes,and so we are.
I'be Priesthood has always taught
us that we would be fools, indeed, fu
vote for our enemies, for those who
would rob and plunder us,
for those who  would

| far befogged that they

in the premises as makers, -as
the to arriveat a

only rob us financially, but would
steal from us the common rights of
citizenship were it in their power tu
Jo ®o. And, yet, forsooth, because

not |

to and undertake to serve God like
the devil, trying to right things the
wrong way by easting down
everything in the form of
order and government, producing
aparchy and ruin instead. Like the
idiot who, because he himself was
houseless having to eleep on the|
doorstep of some rich man, put the
torch to the rich man’s palace and
destroyed it. FKFools can demolish |
and destroy; it requires wise men to
build.

I said of the ancient peopleof God;
I say of the Latter-iay Saints,there
is no ﬁeopla capahle of appreciating
true liberty and of understandin
the principles on which it is found-
ed,and who know so well how to
maintain them; because we have
sought it in the gospel which we
have received. And every man
who has received the spirit of the
gospel.and whose heart i1s warmed
with the love of it, i= preparing his
beart and is using his influence to
educate the people to understand
the true principles of human free-
dom, and the means by which they
can be maintained. 2! | say, as
Prest, Cannon has said, referring
what the Prophet Jose, h Smith told
ug, that the time wuuld come when
the extremists of the land, who are
undermining the fabric of freedom,
and little by little breaking under
foot the guarantees of human Jliber-
ty which have been ralsed up by
our heavenly Father through the in-
stromentality of wise men whom he
raised up to establish the institn-
tions of our country; these extrems-
ists of the land are gradually under-
mining those safeguards of human
liberty, and plotting to . ecarry out,
their nefarious designs in their en- |
deavoring to oppress the people of
God, and to destroy the institutions
of heaven out of the earth. The
time will come when the voice of
such men will be heard in the Jand,
like the roaring of a tornado, so that |
the still small voice speaking from
the heavens cannot be heard; and
the voice of the loud mouth, plot-
ting destruction to human liberty

worldlor the world to come, he must
place himself

in a condition
be saved before & redemp-
can come unte him;

to
tion

and it i only by the light of truth
and of true and correct

prineciples
that can bring happiness and Jiberty
and freedom, and with 1t a disposi-
tion to extend that liberty to all

around, and to maintain it and pro-

tect each other in its enjoyment;

not with a spirit of vengeance upon

the erring and op ion upon the
ignorant, but only with a disposition
to seize anl hold the hand that is

raised to smite his fellow aud stop

in his wayward course.the individ-
ual who would override his fellow.
And all men should be protected in
hhiu freedom te go so far and no far-

1€T. |

May the Lord help us to Jive and
walk in the light, and think for our-
selves, and act Hke sensible le,
paying heedless regard to the %la-
taut foolish lunaties that are attract-
ing the attention of the world.
They, however, have their day,after
{be manner of the old e—Ev-
ery dog has his day; and when it is
past, be will cease to bark and bite.

-

Eoveespondence,

Municipal Powers.

BEAVER, U.T,,
s ' ~July 29, 1881.
Editor Deseret News: |

I think there can be no doubt ss to
the right of Tooele City to suppress
the sale of ardent spirits, so far as
heverages are concerned. Probably
in equity the courts might hold that
as & medicinal drug, issued by order
of a phyeician, it would be a stretch
of power to restraln its sale. Tam
of the opinion, however, that this
would be the only limit to the re-
straining power under the organie
act aud city charler. The coustitu.
tion of the United States reserves to
“the States or the people” all rights

and freedom will be heard all over

not prohibited by i&‘]:enca munici-

the land, and everybody raise up| palities created b Stat Ter-
and «ay, it is tte voice of God; an I;iptnriea with pmfm nntar:;g;mgt
they will ‘be willing to stand and | to their constitutions, or that of the

look on and see the saints butchered

ed away. Buat when that time

and prophets martyréd and our in- |
| stitutions wrested from us and wast-

United States muust be valid.
On  this  subject, Dillon says

“These organizations are, of course,

subject .to  the legislature of the

comes, Lthe ILord will come forth |
from his hiding place and ¢ vex the
nations;” he will raise his arm and
it shall not be turned back, and he
will stay the hand raised against his
people to destroy them and their in-
stitutions. - 1994,

1he gospel has been the means of
gathering us out fromn among the
nations and has made us a free and
happy people, an able and united
commonwealth; and the Lord is

"

we vote for our friends, for men in

using us toestablish its principles in

whom we have eonfidence, they say | these mountains, that throughout

we are priestridden, ete, And what | these valleys may

be formed a nu-

Joes it all mean? “Why, we want | cleus around which honorable men
you Mormons to vote for us that we |and women may gather, men who

may get our arm into the
treas
work.,”

public | will be capable of appreciating the
ury, for we are too lazy to|blessings of liberty and of helping to
All who are acquainted |extend them to others.

And all

with the administration of affairs in | presidents and senators, and judges

Utah, know that the affairs of

gov- | and all men in official authority who

ernment,both territorial and county, | shall lend themselveés and their in-

and also municipal, are the most
economically administered of any
other Territory or State in the

fluence to trample
right of man,those

Union; that there is not one delin-
quent or case of embezzlement fo
where there are ten in any
Territory or State. And yet our
would-be regenerators are exceed-
ingly angry becausze we will not vote
for men to misrepresent us and onr
interests at the seat of government;
because we do not squeak when they |
squenk, because we do not sneezé
when they take snuff, This they call
liberty! And there are perhinpﬁl
some of cur own people who are #o |
run with
this class of men; they read their
twaddle s=o. much and they become
so much beclouded that they think
it is necessary, in order toghow their
manioend, to vole for their enemies
because, it they do not vote for their
enemies they will be put down as
“Mormon slavesy” and this would
be too much for them, they could
not stand o much. |
Now thinking men understand
the cbject of all this ery. It is
prompted by the same spirit that
we see manifested by the extremists
almost tbroughout the eivilized
world., it is true there is a great
deal of oppression in the world, and
these men see itand they wish to im-
prove things, but do not know how;
and instead of commencing to recti-

fy what i8 wrong 1n their own hearts | gra

and in their own families, and then
extend their influence for good to
those immediately around them, in-
stead of using moral suasion and

showing a go i example, they turn

other | his imstitutions,

be found warring against God
utions, when the cu
their iniguity shall be full, the

Almighty will cause them:to tisap-
pear from the public

them sink into oblivion and

Those who suppose they ean se-
cure -happiness in doing wickedly |
.:.;e grie;uualy miata::hen.' +And if |

ey seekK to oppress. their neighbor
by -ﬁpprﬁpria(g&g to themselves his
hard earnings without - rendering
him a just equivalent,they will find
every time they do it they are but
weaving together . withes' for their
own backs, preparing punishment
for themselves, and bringing them-
selvesinio bondage—the bondage of
gin.  For all judgments and punish-
ments which the law of the Lord
has ordained and appo

J

| _ : inted uuto
man are desigued to correct their
errors and sins. And where they
are corrected and they Jearn befter,
then He is ready tostreteh forth His
hand to save and exalt them The
gospel is ever ready to step in to as-
sist repentant man when he has be-
come sensible that h& needs help to
be redeemed, and he realizes that he
has not the power to redeem hims
self. Then repentance unto life is

nied to hims but it never can
come until his judgment is convine-
ed, until his mind is enlightened
and his eyes are opened to see him-
self and fto. comprehend his true
position. And whether he be in this

th
upon the common | nations. Muniei ar
3 rfzhtﬂ wﬁvh God | to liberty what o
has bestowed upon us and which are | to acience: they bring it within the

our common heritage,and who shall peop'e’s reach; the

gaze;he will let | have the spirit of liberty.”

State, and their acts, so far as they
effect private rights, are also the sub-
jects of judicial cognizance and re-
view.” The *‘judieial review” must
be governed either by law or equity,
As to the former, itis clearly in fa
vor of the city, and as to the latter,
it certainly would have no existence
in favorof an {individual traffieas
against the interests of a corporate
body or whole community. Xent
also says that ‘““one of the most phi
losophical and fair of foreign ob
servers was much struck with the
institutions of New England towns
and eonsidered them as emall, inde
E:ldent-republies;:h all matters o

concern, and as forming the
principle of the life of Americer
liberty -existing at this day.”—
Kent Com., 275 note. *

Again: “Local assemub of cif
zens constitute the stren of fre
I institutions

primary sc¢hools
y teach men how

and | to use and how toenjoy it. A natim
of | may esiablish a system of free gov:
rd | ernment, but without the spirit.of

it canne
(M. Dx

municipal institutions

dis- | Tocqueville’s “Democracy in Ame

ica,” cha ster 5.)

We might fill a volume on thi
exhaustive subject, but the foreg
ing js sufficient to show the powe
of municipalities under a free go
ernment. They show that muni¢
palities under legislative granis &
atl the very foundation of all In
government, and that while ihe
must keep within the limit of {i
State or Territorial a8 well as Unilte
States coustitations, within th
limit they are supreme. Nowasll
Constitution of the United States
silent on the liquor traffic, andi
the Organic Aet authorizes the T¢
ritorial Legiclature to legislate |
‘all righiful subjects of legisla
itis'clear that thatjbodyhad the

to put the restraining clause in
Tocele charter, and it is equs
clesr that the ecity council had !
right to 'give the charter the !
force and power of an eidinanve,
to what the ruling of the Terril
Courts may be, is another n
ter.. This is. an age in which,
the justice of the to the
mbent

*just as he tEl:m.” |
e to err, yet prepod

gistrat
are lia



