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which was -to the eMect that the
other gentlemen present, claiming
to have been clected from those
wards, be pot sworn in until the
appeal from the decisiou which had
been rendered in favor of Mr. Young
and his colleagues should be Jdecided.
Mayor Scott promptily denied this
reqyuest, en the ground that he hud
*had oo official notice?’ of nny ac-
tion by the courts relative to the
matter.

This was incorrect. Mayor Scott
had had officiul notice of Judge
Zape’s decision to the effect that
the People’s Party candidates from
the Third and Fourth municipal
wards had been elected. That deci-
sion, a8 soon as it was rendered, was
itself an official nolice to all the par-
ties concerned, and to the ‘general
public of the facts therein stated.
What is a judicial decision but an
official notice? ‘While it may have
other ¢lements, the very essence of
a court’s decree is in the nature of
an official notice, and the instant it
is- rendered from the bench it be-
eomes a uptice to all concerned, and
to the public at large.

A npotable feature of these pro-
ceedings was (he fact that Mayor
SBcott assumed and exercised the au-
thority to determine which candi-
dates should, and which should not,
take the oath of otfice. Whence
came he by such power? The unl
versal rule s that parliamentary
bodics are the judges of the election
and quallfications of their own mem-
bers. Were the Bpeaker of the. Nation-
sl House of Representatives to direct
the clerk to whom he should or
should not administer the oath of
office as 2 member, without a vote
bving taken, he would. hardly sur-
vive the storin sueh arrogance
would create ajl over the Union.
Yet such was exactly the nature of
Mayor Scott’s act last night. 1t is
a grievous proof of what has all
along been feared, namely, that the
““Liberal’’ ticket was mostly head,
a tadpole affair, so to speak.

Now as to Mayor Beott’s desire to
be *just and impartial.?’> What
course could he have taken, after
having assumed the authority to
decide i the matter, more in line
with the course he had just outlined
for himself, than to rule that the
second request made by Mr. Young
should be granted? Such a decision
would have done oo injustice to
““Liberals,” because it had been ju-
dicially found that they were not
entitled to seats, and it would have
given neither set of contestants the
advantage of possession, which is
too often “‘nine points of the law.’?

It isevident that Mayor Scott had
determined in advance what course
he would take. It is further evi-
dent that he adhered to the prepared
programme,

“—

THE RETIRING OFFICIALS.

THE rule of the opposition in the
government of this elty is practi-
cally inaugurated and thatoif the
People withdrawn. The inhabitants
are indebted to the outgoing officials
tor an honest, active and intelligent
adminoistration during their term of
office. The outgoing administra-
tion has been noted for the light-
ness of the burdens it has placed
upon the backs of the people, per-
manent improvements, and rare
freedom from the Imposition of that
speciesof bondage which results from
public indebtedness, which the in-
coming officials promise to place
upon the municipality to an extent
that has never heretofore existed.

It is but due tu Hon. Francls
A rmstrong to state that a ooore ip-
defatignbly industrious official would
be hard to find in any city of this
go-ahead country. When not en-
gaged in the performance of his
duties in his office at the city hall,
he was as a rule at some point,
near or distant, engaged in glving
personal attention to some publie
improvement in progress, connected
with canals, waterworks or other
material development, and upon
every matter within his official
jurisdiction he has brought to bear
his unousual fund of good, sound,
practical native sense and percep-
tion. He bhas, in the mayoralty of
this city, during the four years of
his incumbency, made a record of
which he has good reason to Le
proud.

Epcomiums upon the late 0ccu~j

pant of the office of ity recorder
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REQUIRES ALTERATIONS.

A BILL ‘Trelating to fugitives
from justice*’ has heen introduced
in the Legislative Council and re-
ferred to the committee on judiciary.
When reported back it will probably
be after it has uudergone a process
of trimming. Its object is to em-
power the Governor to take steps to
secure the return to this Territory of
fugitives from justice charged with
the violation of the laws of Utah.
Defining the extent of the authority
intended to be conferred in that re-
gard, it provides that he (the Gov-
ernor} may ‘‘demand from the ex-
ecutive authority of any State, or
other Territory, or from the execu-
tive of any foreign government, the
surrender to the authorities of this
Territory of such fugitive from jus-
tice,’’? ete.

The Governor might make the
demand on the “executive of any
foreign government? for the surren-
der of persons charged with violation
of the Territorial laws, but the re-
sult would be as successful as when
one ‘‘calls up spirits from the vasty
deep’’—they wouldn’t come. The
Governor of a Territory Is a jocal
official and has no authority to
treat, on any subject, with the rep-
resentatives of foreign governments.
All correspondence in that line
must be done through the pational
Becretary of State. No sueh power
can be cobferred upon any person
whomesvever by a Terrltorial or
even a State Jegislative body.

It is proper to say, in this connec-
tion, that a member of a Legislature
who introduces a measure may be by
oo means responsible for its con-
tents, neither does he nectssarily
approve them. As an instance that
! might be cited is the introduction
into the House of Representatives
of the measure intended to disiran-

are superfluous. Everybody, on all| chisethe *“Mormon?* people, because
sldes, belisves that he could fill with | of their rellgious belief. Represent-

distinguished ability a similar posi- |

ative Stewart, who introduced the

tion inany city of the Union. The | measute, did not formulate it and

manner in which he has served the
people of Balt Liake in that eapacity
leaves nothing to be desired. He
belongs to a clags thut is always in
demand,

Indeed, we have a good word for
all the retired officials, as having
honestly and conscientiously dis-
charged their duties, including the
ex-Council, ''Liberal’* members not
excepted, they having done as well
as could have been expected under
the circamstances. Take the gen-
tlemen who have just gope out of
the official (irectory of the city gov- |
ernment all in ail, they haveshown
oUmerous good points and done
such public service as entitles them
to a bearty popu]a; vote of thanks.

| presumably he does not favor it,
i claiming that he merely actedas a
' matter of courtery to the vindictive
anoti-**Mormon?? ‘““Liberal’’ of this
city, who forwarded it tohim to. be
introduced.

We make this explanation so that
errore in {nformation and judgment
may not be attributed to the wrong
persons.

Mirs Ellen Gladstone is vice-
| principal of Newnham College,
Cambridge, and resembles her fa-
suogus father more thaw does any
other of his children.




