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fought zealously and sincerely and al
though they were burledburied far from
home their graves have not been for-
gotten the story told that one of
these men was struck in the head with
an ax which was in the hands of a
boy who had hid himself behind a
wood pile and after the fight had gone
down to the river to see what the re-
sults had been LEVILEV E YOUNG

BURNING OF NAUVOO TEMPLE

vtft madison laia democrat
george H now of bowling

oreenareen florida but once a ft madison
i

boy tells of the destruction of thenauvoo temple which occurred fifty
yearsyeara ago in the following words

judge sharp of carthage squire m-
cculey of and J B agnew
of Ponto osue illinois were the men
that planned and carried out the des-
tructiontruc tion of the temple

A french colony came into posses-
sion of nauvoo but the temple re-
mained the property of the mormon
stewards the temple being dedicated
prior to their departure

at the time of the smiths arrest
the prophet was having the nauvoo
mansion erected down on the flat near
the river the house was of large pro-
portionsbottions and was of brick and it was
deax its completion of the second
tory many years after the

had gone the writer was in-
spectingspec tIng the ruins of this mansion and
1 accidentally discovered an opening
in the wall and upon investigation
foundfoxing it to be the end of a tunnel arch
and4 rafterafter clearing a way I1 succeeded

i in gaining an entrance I1 followed
the tunnel for at least half a mile in
the direction of the temple the arch
was made of brick laid with cement
and waswao high enough and wide enough

i forfortiotwo persons to walk side by side
and I1 am satisfiedfied that the arch led to
tikethe of the temple and no
doubt that arch Is still in existence
and intact today I1 have been in-
formed that colonel bidamon the hus-
band

hu-
sbad of joseph smiths widow had a
part of the mansion finished up into a
residence after my visit there in 1865

well to the burning of the temple
I1 will give it itiift mr J B agnews own
wordis as nedrnear ais I1 can recollect
which was just before his death in
the fallall of 1870 after telling me his
atory he asked me as a friend not to
let it be known until atterafter the death
of all parties concerned as they had
pledged theinthemselvesselVeS to secrecy in the
matter this I1 told him I1 would do
and now that those parties are all
doaddead it will be no harm to let it be
known and it will satisfy many an
old settlers curiosity

mr agnew was in fallingfailing health at
the time he came to me he told me
that hhe wasW going to die soon which I1
thought waswaa true I1 asked him

i mfit he had repented of his wrong do
IMS and he smiled and said yes
a but one thing I1 asked what that
wa and he sodsaid itif waswaa the burning
oftf the nauvoo temple says I1 did
you do that and he saidmid yes I1
didaid it withwills wyMY ownon hands sitalt down
anand I MWimi teh you allah about it which
Is aas ronofollowswo ficias near as I1 can decol
U ow

I1

followsfol lowal a44 near asae I1 can give it
tri his ownowa words

sibehe mreasonson wawhyly I1 burned it waswaa
tilathat aftthere waxwas a continual report in
d thattbt the mormonscormons were

baak t nauvoo and we were
Wt they might take it into

heads to do so and as we had
I1 the troi ible withth icemhem we wanted

i of carthamcarthage hyrum memc
of and myself of

W daneideterminedmbiad the destructionoestruction
t tely temple and by so doing they

e- t hyso not be able ever to try
haacIL so orkon taw afternoon

of the the temple wa

all

burned in order to make arrange-
ments we three met on the prairie five
miles south of fort madison in il-
linois the judge coming from carth-
age the squire from and I1
from Ponto osue and we met caboutf about
where the mormon church stood five
milese south of appanooseAppa noose and there
we pledged ourselves to destroy the
temple if it cost us our lives so we
journeyed toward it on horseback andrnon thetha way tried to perfect some plan
to work on after a while we decided
to get the steward to show us through
the temple and then watch our
chance to get in afirour work so we
hid our horseshorses in xethe bushes in a se-
cluded place a mile from town and
walked in we looked about town un-
til 4 in the afternoon and in
the meantime had prepared a bundle
of kindling by taking a corn sack and
cutting arm holes in the ton of
it so I1 could put it on like a coat under
my cocoatat I1 then stuck in as many
tarred rags on sticks as I1 could carry
without being noticed I1 then put it on
and secured some matches from a store
to light my pipe and we were ready we
had but little trouble to find the stew
ard and after laboring with him some
time he at last consented to show us
throng the temple we claimed to be
strangers in the country and were going
away that night and it wouldwoula be our
last chance perhaps of ever having an
opportunity to visit the temple so on
those conditions he would oblige us
provided we would hurry which we
agreed to do as it was getting late
and would be dark before we could get
through so after a good deal of delay
the key was at last inserted it not
seeming to fit but at last the doot
swung open we went in with a rush
and kept a going the man being left
behind working with the door he
called out torfor us to ststopop but we kept
on and noticed that he left the door
with the key in it I1 stepped in a
ssideide room and the other two kept on
the man ran on after them and aateafter
he had passed me I1 went back to the
door and unlocked it and put the key
in my pocket and then ran after them
by this time the man had discovered
that I1 was missing but when I1 came
up to them and explained to them that
I1 had stopped to look at the crucifixion
he seemed tto be satisfied but looked
suspicious at me and from that ttimeime
on he kept close at my side and would
not allow us to stop but walked usue
right around and out it was getting
dusk and we had no chance for me to
light my fire and I1 saw ahathat it was
telling on my companions that they
were bitterly disappointed when we
were compelled to walk out I1 told them
to come on in haste that we were late

I1alqand would miss ourgilr boat that we were
going away on so they came along and
we stopped behind a house where I1 told
them what 1I had done which made
them two of the happiest fellows I1 ever
saw we had to watch but a few min-
utes until we saw the steward start
away on a run and we knew heha
wwasas going for a key or some one and
that this was our chance so leaving
the judge and squire on guard I1 ran
back to the temple I1 started torfor ahethe
top which I1 soon gained and found a
91gooddod place to start my fire where it
would get a good start before it would
shed any light to be seen from the
outside after seeing it start to sue
cecessas I1 beganagap to retrace my steps with
joy aand a94 light heart for I1 was sure
that ttat temple was aa good as burned

I1 but 1I w saw that there was a good
chchane for roeme to burn with it for I1
had I1loat my way and did not know
which braytoay to turn to get out although
I1 had been through the temple a num-
ber of times before I1 had tirought it
I1 would sui at last in gettinggattin out
that I1 would IM wiresure to be battatcaught 4byV
the tteward twZ toIM soonMOM we
back and toin U

have help with him for I1 was certainthat he would lay the missing key to usyou can imagine my feeling being lostin a burning temple and in case I1 didescape the fire I1 was sure of an arrestI1 ran first one way then the other iinhopes of gaining some passage that I1T
would know so as to find my way outbut all to no purpose I1 was getting 4
worse lost all the time and I1 could nottell one direction from another anddan I1tttwas as dark as an egyptian nightnight atatlast I1 came to the stairway going upun andonson S

I1 took it with the hope that it wouldlead me back to where I1 had started thetinfire and I1 could then take a new start i
after going up two pairs of stairs andthrough many halls I1 came to a aquartsquare
turn and a light shone way down thepassage in the opposite direction f

from what I1 wanted to go90 butI1 thought it best to go and see what itwas or who it wasandaasand I1 soon discoveredthat it was my fire which was burning 1

at a fearful rate sending its fiery tongue
clear across the hallhalla 1I drew as near asI1 could and I1 happened to see squiremccauleysMcCa uleys bandana handkerchief lying ton the floor a short distance from thafire on the opposite side from me sogo I1knew that my way led through the clr
as that room was the end of our tripnow what was I1 to dodoa I1 knew no otherway out but through the fire I1 becamehorror stricken was I1 to be burned ugmby my own handshandsy 0 god what shall 1Idoado not knowing as it were what I1 didI1 threw my coat over my head andana
made a dive through that hell of firealre

i

striking my full length on the floor andI1 rolled over and over until I1 got out
of the reach of the flerfier when I1T got tomy feet I1 took off my coat and extin-guished

1

the fire that had caught in the id
lining after which I1 put it on agaaealn 3
with difficulty I1 tried to run for I1 sert jh
bously hurt my arm and one of my legs X
from my fall on the floor but I1 was so t
excited at the time that I1 did not real 1

ize the pain until afterwards with theassistance of a few matches I1 had thatI1 now thought of I1 kept striking thethemalong the way and at last reached thedoor that I1 had been going through andaround it standing open the squire
had come and thrown it open in hopeshoms 1

I1 might be able to see fta star fromwithout they were satisfied that some-
thing had happened on account of my ak

delay you can imagine our feelings
when I1 stepped through the door T

1

pulled the door to and locked it andran away in an easterly direction the
1

judge and squire followings I1 wagwaasoregore lame and burned and almost ccz
choked not being able to speak and
when I1 came to a well about yardsaway I1 drank and threw the key in
the well I1 then told the boys to scat-
ter and go to the horses which they did
they got there long before I1 did forfop f
was almost beyond going rtat all afterreaching the horses I1 told them the job
was done and for them to go in different
directions and get home as soon FLOas nosnoa
sible anatana avoid meeting anyone they t

objected leaving me asaa they were i
afraid I1 was hurt internally tfs
which I1 was fearful waswao thtaft i

casecam I1 had inhaled the fire onana
thought my time hed come I1 told them
to go that I1 would pull through auM ft

right so the squire took the river road
up the river to ten mthr
distant the judge the rond to carthage
about sixteen miles distant to the t
south while I1 took the prairie road tnin
the direction of PontoPorto osue twelve mites
Aldistantstant after going about one half
mile I1 looked toward nauvoo and I1
saw a flickering licht and the next
minute the namesflames burst thymith tbtaj
roof and litht up the country for mile
as light as day I1 put my7 horse intoinfo a t

dead run in the direction of the
timber which I1T kalfred in

without being aschethe vpeopleolt tmon faw
wwereeft all I1inn bed but I1 hamada

er jumped my hortehorie ajrover a fnanbenoe 4
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