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fought zealously and sincerely, and nal-
though they were buried far from
home, thelr graves have not been for-
gotten. Phe story told that one of
these men was struck in the head with
an ax, which was in the hands of a
boy who had hid himself behinad a
wood plle, and after the fight had gone
down to the rlver to see what the re-
sults had been. LEV]I E. YOUNG.

BURNING OF NADVOU TEMPLE.

(Ft. Madison, Ia,, Democcrat.)

Ceorge H. Rudsill,now of Bowling
Green, Florldg,but once a Ft. Madison
boy, telis of the destruction of the
Nauveo Temple, which occurred fifty
years ago, in the following words:

Judge Sharp of Carthage. S8quire Me-
Cauley of Appanooce and J. B. Agnew
of Pontoosue, Illnols, were the men
that planned and e¢arried out the des-
truction of the Tempie.

A French colony c¢ame into posses-
sion of Nauvoo, but the temple re-
mained the property of the Mormon
stewards, the temple belng dedicated
prior to their departure.

At the time of the SEmiths arrest,
the T‘rophect swvas having the Nauvoo
mansion erected down on the flat near
ithe river, The house wase of large pro-
portions and was of briek and It was

near Its completion of the second
srtory. Many years after the Mor-
mons had gone. the writer was in-

gpecting the ruing of this mansion and
I accldentally discovered an opening
in the wall and upon inveatigatlon
found it to he the end of a tunnel arch,
and after clearing a way, I succeeded
in gaining an entrance. I followed
the tunnel for at lenat half a mlle in
the direction of the temple. The arch
was made of brick Iaid with cement
and was high enough snd wide enough
for two persons to walk side by side,
and I am satisfied that the arch led to
the basement of the temple and ns
doubt that arch ’is still in existence
and Intact today. I have been in-
formed that Colonel Bidamon. the hus-
band of Joseph Smith's widow, had a
part of the manslon flalshed up into a
residence after my visit there in 1865.

Well, to the burning of the Temple,
I will give It In Mr. J. B. Agnew’s own
word¢ as near agp I can recoltect,
which wae just hefore his death in
the fall of 1870. After telling me his
story he asked me as a friend not to
lct It he known untll after the death
of all parties concerned, as they had
pledged themselves to secreey in the
matter. This I told him I would do.
and now that those parties are all
dead. it will be no harm to let it be
known, and it will satisfy many an
old mettler's curiosity.

Mr. Agnew was in fafling health at
the time he came to me. He told me
that he was going to dle soon, whieh I
thought was true, I asked him
if he had repented of his wrong do-
ings, and he smiled and said: “Yes.
alf but one thing ™ I asked what that
was. and he said It was the burning
of the Nauvoo Temple. Bays I, "Did
vou do that?" and he said, "Yes, I
dld #t with my own hands. 8it down
and T will tetl you all about It,"” which
Is as follows, as near as I can recol-
is as follows, as near as I ¢an give it
in his own words:

‘“The reason why I burned It was,
that there was a continual report in
<circulation, that
coming back to Nauvoo, and we were
afrajd that they might take it iInto
thelr heads to do so, and as we had
all the trouble with ‘them we wanted,
Judge Sharp of Carthage, Hyrum Me-
Cauley of Appanocce, and myszelf of
Pontoosue determined the destruction
of their Temple, and by so doing they
would not be able ever again to try
and come back. So on tbe afterncon
of the night that the Temple was

the Mormons were

'burned, in order to make arrange-
ments we three met on the prairie flve
miles routh of Foart Madison, in Il-
Iinojs, the judge coming from Carth-
age, the squire from Appanoocc and I
from Pontoosue, and we met :about
where the Mormon Church stood, flve
lmlles(‘: s0uth of Appanoose, and there
we pledged ourselves to destroy the
Temple if it cost us our lives. So we
journeyed toward it on horseback, and
dn the way tried to perfect some plan
to work on. After a while we decided
to get the steward to show us through
the Temple, and then watch our
chanes to get in our work. 8o we
hid our horses in the bushes In a se-
cluded place a mile from town and
walked In. We looked about town un-
til 4 o'clock in the afternoon. and in
Ithe meantime had prepared a bundle
of kindling by taking a corn eack and
cuttlng arm holes in the ton of
| it, 8o I could put it on like A coat under
my coat. I then stuck in as many
tarred rags on sticks as I could carry
without being noticed. I then put it on
and fecured some matches from a store
to iight my plpe and we were ready. We
had but littie trouble to find the stew.
|ord and after laboring with him some
time, he at last consented to show us
throug the Temple. We claimed to be
gtrangera fn the country and were going
away that night and it would be our
Iast chance perhaps of ever having an

‘.oppoﬂunity to visit the Temple. S0 on

| thoge conditions he would obllge us,
provided we would hurry, which we
agreed to do, as it was getting late
and would he dark before we could get
through. So after a good denl of delny

the key was at last inserted, it not

seemiing to fit. but at last the doo:
sawung open. We went In with a rush

behind working with the door,

ave help with him, for 1 wap

that he would lay the missing ke;e{;i::
You can imagine my feellng being loat
In a burning Temple and in ecage 1 did
escape the fire, I was sure of an arrest,
1 ran first one way, then the other |p
hopes of gaining some passage that I
would know 20 as to find my way out
but all to no purpose, 1 was getting
worse lost all the time, and I ecoulqg no%
tell one directlon from another, ang ¢
wag as dark ns an Egyptlan night, A¢
last I came to the stairway going up ang
I took ft with the hope that it wgaylg
lead me back to where I had starteq th

fire and I could then take a new starte
After poing up two paira of stairs and
through many halls I came to a SquAare
turn and a llight shone way down the
passage in  the opposlte direction
from what T wanted t0 go, Byt
I thought 1t best to go and see whpt it
wana or who it was.and I soon discovered
that it was my fire which was burning
at a fearful rate.rending its flery tongype
clear across the hall.”I drew as near pe
I could and I happened to see Bquipe
McCauley's-handana handkerchier 1yin

on the floor a short dlstance from u,ﬁ
fire on the opposite side from me. gg 1
knew that my way led through the fire
ag that room Wwas the end of our trip
Now what was I to do? I knew no other
way out but through the fire. T became
horror stricken. Was I to be burned u

by my own hands? O God. what shay ‘;
do? Not knowing as it were what 1 gig
I threw my coat aver my head ang
made a dive through that hell of fire
striling my full length on the fiocor ana
T rolled over and over until I got gut
of the reach of the fier. When I got tq
my feet I took off my coat and extip-
zuighed the fire that had eaught In the

Iining, after whieh I put it on again
and kept a going, the man belng left [ With difficulty I tried to run, for I serj.

He | ously hurt my arm and one of. my Jegs

called out for us to stop, but we kept|from my fall on the floor. but T wag gp
on and noticed that he left the door|exclted at the time that T did not reni-

with the key In it.

I stepped in a lze the pain until afterwards. With the

glde room, and the other two kept on.  assistance of a few matches I hag, that
The man ran on after them and after | I now thourht of, T kept striking theyn
he had passed me. I went back to the

door and unlocked it, and put the key
In my pocket and then ran after them.
By this time the man had discovared
that T was missing, but when I came
up to them and explained to them that
I had stopped to look nt the crueclfixlon
he peemed tg be =satlafled but looked
ruspiclous at me. and from that time
on he kept claose &t my side and woula
not atlow us to stop, but walked us
right around and out. It was getting
dusk and we had no change for me to
light my fire, and I saw fhat it was
telling on my companions—that they
were bitterly disappointed when we
were compelled to walk out. T told them
to come on in haste, that we were late
jand would miss our boat that we were
going away on. So they came along and
we stopped behind a house,where I told
them what T had done, which made
them two of the happiest fellows I ever

snw. ‘We had to wateh but a few min-
utes until we saw the steward start
away on a run, and we knew he

was going for a key or some one, and
that this was our chance; so leaving
the judge and squire on guard I ran
back to the Temple. I started for the
top, which 1 soon gained, and found a
good place to etart my fire where it
would get a good start before it would
phed any llght to be seen from the
outaide. After seelng It start to sue-
cess T began to retrace my ateps with
joy and a light heart, for I was sure
that the Temple was as good as burned.
But I npow saw that there was a good
chanece for me to burn with It, for 1
had lost my way and did not know
whilch way to turn to get out, although
I had been through the Temple a num-
ber of times before. I had thought if
I would succced at last in getting out,
that I would be sure to be caught by
the steward, for he would soon he
back and in all probabillty would

i

along the way. and at last reached the
door that T had heen going through angd
fround it standing open. e squire
had come and thrown it open in hopes

mizht be ahle to see A star from
without. They were satisfied that some.
thing had happened on account of my
delay. You can Imagine our feelinga
when 1 stepped through the door, v
pulled the door to and focked It ang
ran away In an easterly direction. the
judge and squire followlngs. 1 wpgg
enre, lame Aand burned and almost
choked, not being able tn Bpeals and
when 1 came to a well about 100 yarag
away, T drank and threw the key in
the well. T then told the boys to gent-
ter and go to the horses, which they dld.
They got there long before 1T A1 far T
wna almort heyond goln= at all. After
reaching the horees T told them the job
was done and for them to g0 in dlfferent
direetions and et home A8 S00N AR noa-
glhle and avoid meeting anvone. Thev

ohjected leaving me  as they wwere
afraid I wnas hurt internality,
whieh I was fearful was the
case. T had inhaled the flre and

thoupht my time had come. T tnld them
to ro, that T would pull throush all
right, 8o the rquire took the river road
up the river to Anpanonce, ten milen
dlstant, the judge the rond to Carthage,
abonut sixteen miles dlstant to the
routh, while I tnok the prairie road in
the direction of Pontoosue. twelve miTes
distant. After going ahout one-half
mile, T looked townrd Nauvoo and T
gaw a flickering licht and the next
minute the flames burst thronch the
roof and 1lit up the countrv for mlles
as lizht as dav. T put my haree into a
dead run in the direction of the Mia-
souri timber. which T, #ained in time
without being gesn, as the proble on the
road were all in bed, but T had -~ soon-
er jumped my horse over a fence into a
field and eecreted myself behind some



