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A CHURCH AND STATE QUESTION

WE LEARNED from the press dis-
patchespatchea several days ago that presi-
dent harrison had appointed mr
thomas jamescamesas as postmasterratinat in-
dependence jackson county mis-
souri there is nothing very re-
markable in the mere appointment
of a postmaster nor in the name of
the appointee but it appears that
he Is member of the sect commonly
called josephitesJosephltes or as they
claim to be latter day saints this
hasraised a rumpusin independence
and the noise thereof has gone forth
reaching new york city and the
papers published there with rever-
berationsbe in WashingtoutoD and rum
beings in the white house

A dispatch to the new york
horldforza gives particularsparticulars of the fray
promfrom this it appears that the
josephites have voting mem

hersbers in independence of whom
are republicans with this in-

fluence backed by col A W jones
now a prominent republican but
formerly a confederate soldier mr
james succeeded in obtaining the
place over the other applicant mr
T C bullene son of the former in-
cumbent this has aroused the old
prejudice against the cormonsmormonsMorIMor monsmoDs
and the independence sentinel the
only daily in the town has come
out openly in opposition it says
that whether the people should
permit themselves to be so preju-
diced is not the question at issue
they are prejudiced and always will
be and under the circumstances mr
james should never have been ap-
pointed

the disgruntled republicans of
independence have appealed to
the democrats to help them a re-
monstrance has been circulated for
signature and a special protest has
been prepared for the ladies to sign
as follows

we resident ladies of independ-
ence mo feeling a deep interest in
the post office and believing we
ought to be heard do most earnestly
cotestprotest ayalagainstrist the appointment of
thomashomas jamesames as postmaster

this it is expectedexpectod will work

well at washington as the ladies
are supposed to be particularly
interested when the mormon

question is agitated but as the
body to which mr james belongs
has always repudiated the polygam-
ous features of the I1 mormon faith
we fallfail to see the relevance of this
particular movement it is admit-
ted that not one word has been
heard against his character honesty
or business integrity during the
whole fight the only objection be
ing to his church membership

that this should not figure in an
appointment of this kind must be
clear to every fair minded ameri-
can citizen no religious test for
office should be permitted inthisin this

free republic the constitution
forbids it and the very genius of
our institutions is opposed to it the
world dispatch says

the old residents of Independ
ence are beginning to recount their
experience with the old mormonscormons
under joseph smith whom they
drove out of independence years
and years ago they are beginning
to discuss the proposition as to
whether the mormonscormons really do in-
tend to return to independence as
they declared when forced to leave
it and establish their temple

the old residentsresident of independ-
ence ought to understand for it
has been dinneddinnee into their ears by
the josephites often enough that
there is no connection between that
body and the church which now
has its headquarters in utah also
that the sect which has gathered a
number of its members to indepen-
dence liashas noho right or title in or
possession of the grounds which
originally belonged to the church
and were dedicated for the site of a
temple the residence of a few
hundreds of the sect then in the
city of independence has no special
significance in relation to the re-
occupation of those grounds and
the rebuildingding of the temple by the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

it will be interesting to see what
course president harrison will pur-
sue in regard to this appointment
if he removes mr james it will
be solely on religious grounds for
the mormon question as it has
been agitated in congress and before
the country is totally disconnected
with this issue except that the body
to which mr james belongs as
gumesburnes the title of latter day
saints and its members are com-
monly known as josephjosephteite mor
mons it is a clear cawcase of relig-
ious prejudice we shall see how
much in national politics findand the
federal administration the church
succeeds in controllingcont roling the state

THE UNION DEPOT

THE people in the western por-
tion of the city are considerably diedis-
turbedtu abed over the project to divert the
old fort block to the purposes otof w
union depot we do not think
they need beauchbe much alarmed thothe
city council will not surely do
such an impolitic thing with the
general public feeling in favor of
removing the railroads further weekwee
so as to leave thothe streets now
encumbered with rails free from
the noise and obstruction and gen-
eral discomfort occasioned by the
location of the present depots and
their approaches it would not bea
wise movement to take a step that
would cause still further
ence and public complaint we
favor a union depot but we do
not want to see so valuable a plowpiece
of public property in such a locraft
as the upper part of the sixth
ward sacrificed to this purposeee
land can no doubt be obtainobtained
further west that will be suitable
for the object and better adapted
to the requirements of the different
roroadsads

ten aaresacres is not sufficient three
times that area would be littleIWA
enough for all the needful enusenda
and the spot shoshoudin our opinion
be chosen so as to facilitate the re-
moval of the lines running north
and south away from the populated
streets and thus dispose of a cautocause
of complaint which may seem
frivolous to the railroad comcompanes
and people who live in the eastek
parts of town but is a resilreal
ance to a great many residents lain
the western districts

DR CONDON AND MORAL IDEAS

ON saturday evening we published
a letter from dr A 8 condon the
poet surgeon and physicianphysican of
city dr condon always writes in
good style whether in poetry or
prose and this communication was
couched in forcible yet respectful
terms it was designed as a defame
of the weber county republicansRepublicanN
but drifted into a vigorous eulogy ofat
the republican party

the doctor claims that the
ofa petition for the removal odtheoffi-

cer who attempted to enforce the lawslaw
against gambling and the social evi
are not the representatives
weber county republicans yettat
the petition sets forth that it akaW
framed by order of the
the republican party of webaweb
county at a regular meeting hemhek
for the purpose and it was signed 1

the chairman and the secretary


