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[From the New Yurk Courler and Enquirer. ]

The Volcanic Eruptions of Maunaloa
and the Auroras.

The Courier and Enquirer of Feb, 21, 1852,
contains my observations upon the Aurora Bore-
alis of the 19th and 20th of that month, which
were visible here#from a short time after sun-
set of the 19th till near sunrise of the 20th.
Subsequently the London Evening Mail of the
20th of February was received here, containin
the observations made upon the same anrora
phenomena at the Highfield House Observa-
tory, London, which, on being compared with
my published observations, in the Courier,
gshowed a perfect agreement, although near
seventy-three degrees difference in longitude of
the two places of observation. After that, an
arrival from the Sandwich Islands brought ac-
counts of the eruption of the volcano of Mauna
Loa, on the night of,/the 18th and 19th Feb..—
one of the moat extraordinary eruptions for
many vears. The Sandwich Island paper
which I have on my files, after receiving the
account of the result of my observations of the
aurora, resulting from the volecanic eraption,
stated, that thereafter observations on the con-
valgions would be recorded there. to determine
as to the correctness of my conclusions.

The last accounts from the Sindwich Islands
are that the Mauna Loa, which is the largest
volcano yet discovered on the earth, was con-
vulsed on the 8th, 11th, and 15th of August of
this year. :
anroras were seen here, and from the 9th to
13th, both inclusive, there were abundance of
meteors, accounts of all of which were publish-
ed in the Brooklyn Evening Star on the day
succeeding each of the'days named.

On the night of the 11th of Anugust, ‘In the
Gulf of the 8t. Lawrence,” (says the New York
Tribune of the 14th Sept.) the sky was eloud-
less, inconeeivably clear and radiant, and an
arch of white auroral fire spans the northern
horizon.

It is so brilliant as to cast a glow upon the
water and to make the segment of the sky in-
clpsed within it appear black by contrast. It
steadily brightens till the arch breaks, where
the fragments gather into lustrons balls or
nucle, which send f@rth streamers and dancing
tongues of lights, almost to the Zenith. Then
the whole pageant fades away to he reborn in
the air and brighten as before. The rain of

meteors still continues, but less abundant than|

last night.?

The same paper of the same date, says, of
the night of 10th, as follows:—*Between Hali-
fax and Beaver Island, (some 69 milesdisfant)
the Milky Way burned like a luminous cloud,
making pale the lustre of the neighboring stars,
while scarcely a minnte elapsed but some me-
teor shot geross the heavens, leaving a silvery
trail behind it. There seemed not one vanlt
only, but deeps beyond deeps of glory—over-
epanning each other, until the eve ceased to
follow them. - The meteors, some far, swift and
faint, some faint and dazzling, fell from the inner
to the outer circle of the heavenslike telegraphic
messages between the several spiritual spheres,
Thia interesting accountiwe presnme was writ-
ten by Bayard Taylor, the traveler, when on
the steamer employed to lay down the sabmar-
ine cable, :

In reference to the extraordinary auroral ex-
hibition of 19th and 20th of Febrnarv, 1852, Sir
Edward Beicher, commander of the British
Expedition in the Arctic Seas in a letter to me
dated ‘British Association, Glaszew, Septem-
ber 12, 1855," says: ‘The indications to which
you allude on the 19'h and 20th February, %52,
were not noticed by us, at least I cannot say,
unless you give me the exact astronomieal time.
when our magnometers mav have indicated
some disturbance.” Sir Edward was at that
time several degrees of latityde North of the
magnetic pole, and some ten degrees of longi-
tude East of the line of no variation. _

When at the antignarian rooms in Worces-
ter, last week, I availed myself of.the oppor-
tunity of comparing mv Bible, imprinted tn 1599,
with some old copies bhelonging to that Society
in reference to the obhservations on anroras,
There were two editions of the Bible printed
in 1599. In both thése editions, the 224 verse
of thg 3Tth Chapter of Job, read as follows:

*The brightness cometh out of the North, the|¥

praise to God which is terrible.” A previons
edition read: ‘The light which cometh ont of
the North, the praise to God which is terrible.’
The present edition: of the Bible. now extant,
reads thas: ‘Fair weather cometh out of the
North, with God is terrible majesty.’

I regard the two first named translations as
correct, but not the last, and that they have
reference tgp the aurora borealis, as connected
with voleanic eruptions and with metfeors.

But for the crowded state of your eolumns, I
woilld have stated other observations on vol-
canic eruptions, anroras, and meteoric showers,
all tending to show conclusively that auroras
result from volcanie eruptions, and meteors
from auroras, and that the Bible qnotation is
clear on that subject. F. MERIAM.

Broorxryx HricuTs, October 15,
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[Corrcspondenoce of the London Times.]

A Waterspont.

A most fearful catastrophe has just ocenrred
in the harbor of Tunis. A waterspout passed
over at half-past 7 o’clock a.m., and in instant
fi EE vesgels foundered, and one was dismast-
ed.

I was a passenger by a boat which left Tun-
is at 7:30 a.m., bound to a steamer in harhor,
belonging to the Messegeries Imperiales. The
lake being 8 miles across, we had advanced
about half the distance when my attention was
attracted to a remarkable cloud, which in a
very short space of time assamed the unmis-
_ takeable appearagee of a waterzpout.

On the 8th and 15th of Angust the |

H;ecugn iza them.

THE DESERET NEWS.

It continued to grow in size as well as in-
crease in proportion, until it presented the ap-
pearance of a huge oak, a most collossal trunk
supporting a majestic head. It moved grad-
nally, causing by its power of suction a corres-
ponding action ‘in the waves over which it
passed, they rising in the usual form in such
cases.

In about half an hour it had lost its weli-de-
fined out-line, and appeared to be gradually
dissolving, about which'time an immense ex-
citement was visible among the crew and pas-
sengers of the boat, all Ifalians; but I, unfor-
tunately ignorant of that langnage, could only
surmise that some terrible catastrophe had oe-
carred, in which something of the name of
‘bastimento’ had suffered.

By dint of perseverance I at length became
alive to the awful nature of the event, for ris-
ing on the seats of the boat, and looking
across the narrow neck of land dividing the
lake from the harbor, a scene of the most aw-
ful havoc presented itself. Five vessels had
disappeared, with the exception of their masts.

The appearance of these, as may well be
imagined, was a sight to make a beholder un-
easy as to the fate of the various crews and

assengers; but as our utmost efforts could

ave Eroduned (on account of our distance
from the scene) no beneficial result, we were
relnctantly compelled to allow matters to take
their course,

On arriving at Goletta we learned the full
extent of the disaster; and, considerinz it pos-
gible this letter might reach yon by the ves-
sel leaving this day with the mails, I at once
penned these few hurried lines, giving a most
incomplete account of that which even here is
an nnprecedented visitation.

The thunder is now rolling in the most aw-
ful manner; its reverberations are appalling.

I have the honor to remain, sir, vour obedi-
ent servant, JAmMESs Squirgs.

Tuxis, Nov. 18, 1855, 9 o’clock a.m.
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New-York Morals,

“You are quite right, Sir, quite right: we here
in New-York are badly governed,” said a gentrel
looking young man to a country merchant with
whom he was conversing in the reading room of
a hotel the other day. ‘No wonder Sir, he con-
{inued, “that you, gentlemen from the interior

should be surprised and speak with surprise on |

the sabject. But how think you must we feel,
who have to pay the burden of such a govern-
meut? Look at our Police system. *“T'is rolten,
sir,—rotten to the core. Big thieves fill our big
oflices and steal largely but in a respectalle
way. These ure bad enough: but one of the
greatest gricfs is the abundance of emall thieves
and pickpoekats who ply their profession with
almost perfect impunity. They are seareely ever
arrestedy and if so'unfortunate as te be so they
can slways find it easy to escape and evade the
law in some way. Why, Sir, you have no idea of
the number of professional thisves in this city.—
I venture to say, (and 1 speak koowingly) that
they can be numbered by thousands. They dre
shrewd fellows, and it tukes a shrewd eye to
Many o! them dressin the

eight of fashion, wear heavy gold chainsg attached
to their costly watches (here the speaker took hold
of a heavy go'd chain and examined his costly
watch) and look and have the air of gentlemen.—
Why, Sir, yeu might actoally speak with one,
exchange eourtesies with him, and not know it.—
As, Sir, "tis really surprising fo one that’s not
posted bat more sarprising than all that the
citizens do not rise indignantly and iusist on
reform by ousting from office the thisves thut fiil
them and dishauncing a Police who are in league
with l[IiH?FI‘B"d pickpockets instead of perform-

Ping the duties for which they are so wel paid.—

Something must be done or if not, we will loge
our trade. Country merchants will forsake us
from very feat. Why, Sir it is but vesterday that
a merchaut from the West, was robbed of a lirge
sum of mouey while sitting quietly in his hotel
and was compelleo to borrow from a friend to
pay his way home.—'Tis really awful Sir: and -1
assure you that I as well as ull good citizens regret
the existence of such a state of thinges, Good
night, Sir.

Conntry M:rehant (to a member of the Press)
—A nice young man, very uide young man-—De
on khow hik name sir?

Me=mber of the Press (quietly) I really do net
Sir, he has go maany.

Meorchant (astonished)—So many names, Sir,
whut do you mean?

Member of the Press (provokingly)—I mean,
sir, that very nice young man is a notorivus
piekpocket:

M:rehant—Good gracious! Feels liis pockat—
terribly excited—face gets red—jamps up franti-
cally—and swears By—my money’s gone—and
watch too! Where's the Police? [Disappears
bareheaded, shouting for the Police!

Member of the Press calinly tukes out his note
boolk, puts down soma facts aud huries to the office
with a fresh jtem'—{[ Ex.
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The Swedes and their Government.

The Government of Sweden has passed, after
repeated fluctuations between absolute mon-
archy and the predominance of the aristocraey,

{into a limited monarchy, but hereditary in the

male line of the reigning family, which failing,
the King, with the consent of the people, may
nomindte a successor. The King, as well as
the members of his couneil, mist be of the
Lutheran religion, which is also the established
creed of the realm. The eivil list for the main-
tenance of the King and his household is about
$250,000; that of the Crown Prince ahout a
third. The royal prerogative extends over the
foreign relations of the kingdom, both as to
peace and war; over the administration of jus-
tice, the command of the army and pavy, and
the appointment of archbishops, biehops and

judges, who are remarkable only for miscon-
duct. The King has a veto on the enactments
of the Legislature. The executive is divided
into departments, the heads of which may be
summoned before the Council to give their
advice on matters within their departments.
The Swedish Legislature, or Diet, is com-
posed of four different orders of society—the
nobility, clergy, burghers, and peasants. Each
has a separate house of ‘estate of the Legisla-

tare; and no bill'can pass, even with the royal

assent, unless it has received the sanction of
three out of the four houses. The house of
Nobles is composed of the heads of each of the
noble families; that of the Clergy consists of
the twelve Bishops, with the Archbishop of
Upsala at their head. and sixty deputies elected
(from the various dioceses; the deputies from
the towns are 97 in number, and those from the
country distriets 144, both regniring a small
property qualification. ‘The nobility maintain
themselves; the members of the gother three
houses are maintained by their constituents.
The civil and military employees of Govern-
ment form a large majority of the represent-
atives. The four orders deliberate sometimes

together, sometimes separately. In the former |

-:aae,'ﬂ]uestiunu are carried by a simple major-
ity. The Diet meets every fifth vear, or oftener,
if convened by the King, and sits for three
months, unless the pressure of busingss requires
a longer gitting,

The national character of the people is re-
markable for gimplicity in manner, dress and
feeling. They are hospitable and industrious.
Their honesty is remarkable, as is shown by
the fact that charity-boxes are fixed up by the
way side, not one of which has ever been
known to be plundered. Doors are constantly
left on the latch; horse stealing and sheep
stealing are unknown. The population is be-
tween three and four millions; it inereased
wonderfully under Bernadotte, whose wise rule
had also the effect of doubling the commerce
of Sweden, while he patronized every species
of improvement, constructed canals, erected
schools, and did all that eould be done to pro-
mote the cause of education. The naval and
military force has never been large; the latter
never amounting to more than 50,000 men.
The original inhabitants were a colony of Fins,
from the banks of the Volga and the vicinity
of Mount Caucasus, who were expelled by the
hordes of Germans, three centuries before the
Christian era, or became amalgamated with
them. The present Swedes are of Teutonie or
Gothie origin, tozether with the Danes and
Norwegians. The revenue is small, falling on
each individnal at the rate of two dollars and
a qnarter a head; and the national debt, which
at one time was '$30.000,000, was. manv years
ago, reduced to a little more than five millions.
—[ Chronicle.

-

Perris or Teacring Grammar,—Mr, Edi-
tor:—I have been sendin’ my darter Nancy to
school to a schoolmaster in this naborhood.
Last Friday I went over to tha school just to
see how Naney was gittin? along, and I see’s
things I didn’t like by no means. The school-
master was larnin’ her things entirely out of
the line of eddycation, and, as I think, im-
proper. Lset awhile in the school-house, and
heered one class sav their lesson. She said it
very spry. I was shockt! and determined she
should leave that school. Ihave heered that
gramer was an oncommon fine study, but I
don’t want any more gramar abofat mv honse.
The lesson that Nancy said, was nothin’ but
the foolishest kind uv talk, the ridicules luv
talk von ever seed. She got up and the fust
word she sed was, “I love!”? I looked right at
her hard for doine so improper, but she went
rite on and raid: “Thon lovest, he loves,” and
I reckon vou never heerd such a riggermyrole
in your life—love, love, and nothing but love.
She said one time, “I did love.”?

Sez I, “Who did vou love? Then the scholars
laffed, but I wasn’t to be put off, and I sed.
“Who did you love, Nancy? I want to know,
who did vou love?”? The schoolmiaster, Mr.
McQnillister, put in and he said he wonld
explain when Nancy finished the lesson. This
sorter pacyfied me, and Nancy wenf on with
awful love talk. It got wus and wus, every
word. She sed, “I might, conld, or would
love.”

I stoped her agin, and sed, I reckon I wonld
see about that, and told her to walk out of the
house. The schoolmaster trie? to interfere,
but I wouldn’t let him sav a word. He gaid 1
was a fool, . and I nockt him down and made
him holler in short order. I tankt the strate
thing to him. T told him Ide ghow him how
hede larn my darter gramer,

I gzot the nabers together, and we sent Mr,
Me Quillister off in a hurry. and I reckon thar)
he no more gramar teechin in these parts soon.
If you know of any rather oldish man in your
reegen that doant teech gramer, we woold be
glad if you wood send him up. But in the
footure we will be keerful how we employ
men. Yung schoolmasters won’t do, especiall
if they teeches gramer. Itis bad thing for
morils. Yours till deth, Thomas Jefferson

Sole..—[ Missouri Democrat.
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PronuxcraTioNn AND SpeELLiNG.—The ridi-

cu’busnegs of our pronouncing words differently
ending with the same termination is admirably
shown up in the annexed paragraph. It is
about time a phonetic or some other system
was adopted whereby our present orthoaraphy
might be amended for the better—for the
worse, it cannot be:

| “Monsieur, will you have the goodness to
inform me as to the correct pronunciation of
gel-0-n-g-h??

“Certainly, sir; with pleasure, That word,
in our language, is pronounced as if written
lm-” .

“Thank you, Monsicur. Then, I supposs
that d-o-u-g-h is dou??

“0 no, we English call that doe.”

“And c-o-u-g-h coe?”

“0 no, sir—<ha, ha, ha-——coff.”

Cofft Then what of b-o-u-g-h? Is that
boff??

“No, that is bou.”

‘Bou! is it? Bow! And t-o-u-g-h—is that
tou?”?

' “No, sir, tuff.” ‘

“Tuff! Traly, it is tough! Then what pro-
nun?t:ia.tinn shall I give to o-u-g-h-t? Is that
ﬂﬂt 22

“No, sir; you are out. That is aut.”

“True, I am out, and youn are aught but cor-
rect if you think it an easy matter for a for-
eigner to learn to speak your langnage. But,
if a-u-g-h-t is aut, I suppose that d-r-o-u-g-h-t
is draui?” &

Y lof the grandchildren are over

“No, no, droutf”
“Well, then do you pronounce h-o-u-g-h

hou*>?

“We call that kok.”

“Hok! And t-h-r-o-u-g-h throk?”

“No, throo.”

“R-0-u-g-h, then, is ros?”

i“ Nn‘ ri -ﬂ" » .

“Rufff No doubt of it, Monsieur; it is far
from being even. But p-l-o-u-g-h—is.that
pluff?»

“0 no, sir, that is

“Then what shall

“No, sir, troff.”

f#And e-n-o-u-g-h, enoff ??

“No, enuff.” ;

“I do think it is enough, Monsieur, for bo'h

fréu and me. I have tried your patience.”—
X. ;

low.” _
? call t-r-o~u-gh—trou?”

A Frence Woman AT HoMme, or economy
illustrated.—She helps to cook the dinner she
has bought—for servants are wasteful with
coal, and she knows to an inch how little she
can use,

In that marvelons place, a French kitchen,
where two or three little holes in a stove, cook
such delicate dishes, and perform such euli-
nary feats as our great roaring giants of coal
fires have no conception of—she flits about
like a fairy, ereating magical masses out of
raw material of the most ordinary deseription.
Yes, though a lady born and bred, refined,
elegant and agreeable society, a belle in her
way, yet she does not think it beneath her
dignity to lighten the houschold expenses by
praciical economy and activity,

The dinner of the French family,is cheap
and simple. There is always soup, the meat
of the stew pan—sometimes, if not striet in
expenditure, another plate of meat, generally
two vegetables, dressed and eaten separately;
and sometimes, not always, a sweet dish; if
not that a little fruit, such as may be cheapest,-
and in the ripest season. But there is a very
little of each thinz,and it is rather in arrange-
ment than in material that they appear rich.

The idea that the French are g urmands in
private life is incorrect. They spend little in
eating, and they eat inferior things, though

m1

their cookery is rather a science than a more

&

accident of ecivilizat
At home the great aim.of the French is to
save; and any self-sacrifice’that will lead to

this resnlt is cheerfully undeftaken. more espe-
cially in eating and in the luxury of mere idle-
negs., + :

No French woman will spend a shilling to
save herself trouble. She would rather work
like a dray horse to buy an extra yard of
ribbon, or a pair of gloves, than lie on the
softest sofa in the world in placid fine-ladyism
with erumpled gauze, in bare hands.—[ Ex.
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SOMETHING OF A FAMILy.—A correspondent
of the Urbana (0.) Citizen writes from Bour-
bon county, Ky., about a family, as follows:

The old gentlemen is a native of Maryland,
and is now in his 70th vear; was brought to
the State of Kentucky when quite young, and
has raised his family in the above county. con-
gisting of six sons and three daughters.

In the following table yon have the height,
weight and entire ages of the whole family:

Height. Weight.

Father........ + 6 feet 4 inches 200 poundas.
Mﬂtherl R ﬁ o 4 ol 235 0
Thomas reevee oo 6 ¢ 4 « 090
Jamesseesns asee [ €€ .§ € 215 «
Sarah rieive oo § €. 9 ¢ 185 «
Jﬂhﬂ Fas R am mw in ﬂ L 11* i Em (14
Mﬂry.......... 8 ¢ 9 & 150 . «
E“‘[ﬂh lllllll e B % 3 @ 210 i
Martha ++ ... it 88, 200  «
Eli SadnEE BEBEaW ﬁ L ﬁ} o IgT di
aughter «ooeee 6 € 3 & 160

70 2.208

Computed strength of father and sons, 6,600 s,
Entire ages 5567 yrs.

The family are all living except the youngest
daughter, are all wealthy, and of the firgt
families of Kentncky. I must add. that several
6} fi rt, and gtill

i B @ bese BEeEe S

growing.

27" John Jones has no ohjection tothe lick-
her-law, when applied to Jane., Jane Jones
contendz stoutly for the liquor law, as appli-
cable to John. Jane’s argument is shinple and
conclusive. When John does liquor he does
lick-her., When John don’t liguor he don't
lick-her; therefore, if John ecan’t liquor he
won’t lick-her, the conclusion she wishee to
reach. ' - |

- .

47" A negro preacher holding forth to his
congregation upon the subject of obeying the
command of God, says, ‘Brethren, whatever
God tells to do in dis book, (holding up the Bi-
ble) dat Pm gwine to do. If Iseeinitdat |l
must jump throo a stun wall, 'm gwine 10
jump at it. Going throo it ’longs to God,

jampin at it ’longs to ma.’



