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a fruitfui source of inmcome. But
if there I8 too much cramping in ares,
the result will be not only a heavy ex-
pense to be rid of fmtid material, but
constant liabllity to damage suits from
neighbors who may fee! aggrieved,
There will be no more opportune time
thao the present for the mumnicipality
to Investigate the subject thorougbly
and secule or xegotiate for needed lands
while they ate ohtainable at teasonable
prices. ;
is ppposed to any ax-grinding in this
matter., But suggestions on the sub-
ject seem to be timely, and they wught
to bring about investigation and care-
ful conslderation of all present and
prospective reguirements.

YOU TAKE YOUR CHOICE.

It is amusing, and not altogether
uninstructive, to Jisten lo the explana-
tions giveu by political ¥peakera and

writers on eitber side, of the results of
the local elections recently held in
some of the northern snd western
states, These elections, it willl be re.
membered, have almost uuiversally'
abhown Immense Demoocratic and
Popullst losses, and corresponding
Republican gaioe. This faci being
undenlable, the amusement which the
non-partisan finds in the situation is
furnished by the ingenious wvaristy of
reasons given for its existenoce,

Strangely enough, those who, it

woguld nsaturally seem, should be
embarrassed and disappointed by
the result alluded to, only see

in it an sdditiopa! incentive to faster
progress along the line they have al-
Temdy maried out. Their coutaye is
quite unsheken, their confidence whol-
1y undismeyed, Tue Democratic view,
for ipetance, is that the political up-
heava) ia unmistakably nn expression
of strong popular disapproval of Demo-
cratic delay in ourrying out the pledges
upon which the party was voted Jjato
fuil control of the government two
years ago. The Republican view, on
the other hand, is that the same up-
heaval eignifies a sweeping change in
popular sentiment since the general
alegtions of 1892 upou the question of
tariff revision, and that the voters of
the country, having been converted
from the error of their former oplnions,
are now deciating as stroogly for the
retention ef tbe McKinley law ss they
deciared tn 1892 for a reductlon of du-
ties, Just bow the Populists regard
ihe situation and explaio If, We Are
unable to say; we meet with very few
of 1he genus 1n this vicinity, and have
but very few Popullst newsapaper ex.
changes—In those which do come to
hand, the dieposition, like that of
4cPBrer Rabbit,’’ seems to be to ‘‘lay
low.”

In view of the fapt that the argu-
ment on the side of both the great par-
ties in in faver of an adherence to the
respective and antagonistic party pol-
icles, the Independent voter will again
be forced into the necessity of doing
bis own thiukine ia election aftairs,
The editor of Public Opinion seems
to strike & bappy medium ot inde.
pendent advice when he suggests that
the individual voter ia lett uo slteroa-
tive but to etudy the questions at issue
upon their merits and ehape his own
congree without regard to electlon re-
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individual voter should ask himeeli at
this point what reason there is anyhow
for allowlng himself to be swayed by
thecourse of any other voter or onum-
ber of voters, His class In the great
political sohool reom doee not appear
f{o beincreasing in oumbers very fast,
but it is ususlly respectable apd al-
ways mote or less influential; and in
these recent events there is nothlng
that it ought to regard as dlscouraging.

——

SENATOR PEFFER’S PLAN.

Qaly a few days mote and cur nation.
al legialators and government officials
will have to deal with the industrial

army problem in some praclics! way.
It 13 suppoeed that about 50,000 men
from mll parts of the countty ale now
convelging upnn Washington and the
advance columns are already outside
the gates of tbe capital, But little, so
far, is known of what measures have
been adopted for possible emergencies,
There seema to be s general disposition
to allow the crusaders full liberty
to present their petltions to Congrees
and to go and cowme uopmolested
as long &8 they commit no aots of law-
leesnees, President Cleveland’s semij-
official prociamation, iseued after con-
sultation with cabinet members, and
wartniong all intended wisltors te the
capital to respect the laws or be pre-
pated to take the conseguenoes, is a falr
expression of the general sentlment on
the subject in Washinglon.

Thia course will be tegarded an wise
and will meet approval throughout the
oountry, but 1t will not satiafly the
petitivners, who come not for cout-
iesies mlone. Benator Pefler, ac-
cording to the reports, is almost
the oni¥ one who is endeavoriog to
find some meuns of meetlng the im-
mediute demands of the ipdustrials.
He proposes that Congress appropriate
$1,000,000 to be expended for the im-
provement of the public gro:nds of
Washington, by lay:ng vut .and mak-
log walks and wagon ways and by
opening up highways wherever needed
io the Disttict, He adds that the wages
ate to be fixed at $1,50 A day and the
time of labor at eight hours.

Ayx this measure is intended to
meet A0 emergency in wbich good
advice i8 precious hLecause con-
spicucusly scarce, it may perhaps
pnot be timely to criticise it
too closely. But it is certainly only a
palliative, and pobody should be al-
lowed to harbor the illusioh that ite

adoption would ocure the malady for’

whicb i 18 applied. In the first place
it may be asked, whether Congtless has
tbe right to take s million dollars from
the country’s treasury and distribute
it among men who say they are
outof work. Isthat what is expected
of our Jegislatore? But grantingthem
such a prersgative, how lonz would a
miflicn dollars last amopng say 20,000
men at $1.50 a day? It would carry
them just about one month, giving
each man $50; and at the end
of the month, when the ex-
persss for living were paid, they
woulii be ready to form anoiher
induatrial army aod demand anotber
million, viriually at the expense of
the workingmen who have no govero-
ment employment, How long would
the rest oi the people stand an ex-

turos, it would not be strauge if the | periment of thla kKind? If Mr. Bel-

lamy?’as accialism has to be applied by
Congress, as Senator Peffer proposes,
it must be extended to every laborer
in the country, but the Congress of
the United States s not as yet conati-
tuted for that purpose,

It would seem, If labor must be pro-
vided hy the Btate for the unemployed
that gorne scheme must be devised
whereby thatiabor is made remunersa-
tive to tbe State, and thereby Jlessen
the burdens of taxation. It would
never do to think of increasing them
for any such purpogse. Thea work pro-
posed by the Populist senator is of the
latter kind; it would simply entail an
extra outlsy of & milllon dollars at a
time when the people can ill aftord it.
It would have been less surprising [f
the sepator from Kaosas had recom-
mended for cur country to follow for
the bepefit of the ‘‘industrials’’ the
exampie of the European monatchjes
in adopting & colonial policy. If the
atate is to engage io the employment
business withoutembodying soclalistic
pringiples, that seem? to be about the
only resgurce open at present.

S —
HIS OFPPORTUNITY.

President Cleveland has, ot 1s abont
{o have, the chance of his lifetime to
win back a measure of that populatrity
which cught to attend the most
prominent citizen of the Republic but
which in his case has considerably de-
patted. Tike opportunity which pre-
gents itself comes in the form of the so-
called “industrial army;’? and whether
the incident 8 to yield him favor or
blame wlil depend aitogether upon his
treatment of the problem—the reward
ig sure to be abundant either way.

No ome doubts Mr. Cleveland’s
courage, or hle unylelding temper
when once an object or &
plan  has been decided upon.

But in thia case tact wlll be a more
effective attribute than bravery, and
stubbornness witl only be applauded [t
it happens to be on the right side.
There will doubtless have to be a diste-
gard in some degree of the narfow,
strained construction of governmental
pretogatives; but such contingencies
are not wholly novel—Andrew Jack-
son and Abrasham Liocoln met and
grappled with them, and both are
heroes now. Unexpected and despet-
&te vmergencies reguire the same Eind
of treatment; yet prompt decision must
not be unmated with patience, and a
high determipation to malpiain the
integrity of the lawas will be rendered
far mote amisble it presumed offenders
are regarded as respectable and patri-
otic but unfortunate and perhaps mia-
gulded fellow-citizene.

Tire course of some of the atate
governors where theile‘‘armies’ are
originating, or through which they
paes, adds materially, and ‘we think
unpecessatily, to the embarrassment
which the President must haturally
teel, - As a Democrat he holds that it
ia the duty of the respective states to
check and jpunish lawlessness withln
tueir borders, and that the aid of the
national forces should only be invoked
when the jocal power is found to be in-
adequate, ‘The dispatches have nar-
rated, howevet, that in mote than one
instapce noattempt whatever has been
made by thestate authgrity to Drotect
the property of ocitizens, and that, so



