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our minds are capable of receiving and di-

gesting a certain number of ideas but we are
not able to comprehend a great many at one
time we can hear all that a speaker igis dis-
posed to savsay but whether we can comprehend
ili be it much or as in many instances little
igis another and very important consideration
some minds can comprehend but very little at
a time

what we have just heard is very good
true we have been taught those principles
from our youth there are but very few in
christendom who have not been taught those
principles in childhood by their parents and
in years by their school teachers and
priestsjiriests the character of the savior has been
exalted as much as our language will permit

br joseph young in his remarks frequent-
ly quoted the words of the savior as recorded
hyby his apostle and this is life eternal that
they might know thee the only true god and
jesus christ whom thou hast sent I1 would
be pleased to see the divine who can thorough-
ly

0
acquaint us with that being0 whom we call

godcod the father of our lord jesus christ
from our youth we havedavd heard much in regardC

to the father and the son but in a mystified
manner BOso far as treated upon by the divines
and theologians of the so called orthodox
churches how many of you can give us
sound sensible ideas relative to the character
of our father in heaven if the elders of is-
rael who speak to us from sabbath to sab
bachandbathand who go forth into the world to preach
the gospel of life cannot no man on the earth
can how much have we learned in regardb
toltto it how far have our understandings ex-
panded to comprehend the character of that
beinbeing we call god or even to comprehend
the character of his son jesus christ whom
we call our savior

the character of the father is plainly por-
trayed in the bible so far as it is necessary
for it to be revealed but who can tell anything
abouthim all that we hear from this one
that one and the otheris but very little we
havebave formerly been in the habit of hearingbealim

great is the mystery of godalgodlinessiness god man-
ifested fenfinthejhcthc flesh and there having the sub-
ject left with thetile world thingsthing9 pertaining
to eternity arearp such a mystery that all is left
in the dark left with the mantle of ignor-
ance cast around it but god be
vail bebeinsbeginsins to be thinner and will be with-
drawn for usii if we arearc faithful the work
that god has commenced in this our day is
calculated to remove the vail of the covering
from all the face of the earth that all flesh
may see his glory together and it the prin-
ciples of the holy priesthoodIestlesthood that we have re-
ceived continue toabbere carried out by the people
atmat large the vailvall will be taken away so that
we can comprehend that being who iais such
a mystery to the great portion of0 the human
family

jesus was appointed from the beginning to

die for our redemption and he stuffsummeredsufferedered an ex
death on the cross A person pos-

sessingsess iriglilg the power of the gods has that
to sustain him in all his trials and sufferingssuffering
heile has power and faith to endure unto sweat-
ingid boodblood to bearinbearing thornsand to being nail-
ed upon a cross as patiently as did our savi-
or Is this speaking disparagingly to his char-
acter not in the least many of our peo-
ple have suffered unto death could a god do
more he could not could he suffer more
only in proportion to hisbis intelligence faith
and power which also proportionally sustain
him in his sufferingsrings many of the saints
have been pierced with bayonets riddled with
bubulletslets beaten to death and slain in various
other ways for their testimony of Jestisjesus they
taideaidpaid the debt jesua fulfilled the obligations he
hadad entered into as the heir of all things per-
taining to this earth ilehe is the king the
ruler and the results of the acts of tlthelielle peo-
ple he brings forth and will continue to do so
till liehe rezenreignss king of nations as liehe now reignsreins
king of saints when he again visits this
earth he will come to thoroughly purge his
kinlinkingdomkindomdom from wickedness and as ruler of the
nations to dictate and administer to them aias
the heir to the kingdom and the gentiles will
be as much mistaken in regard to hisbis second
advent agtheas the jews were in relation to the
first

the eyes of the gentiles are like the eyes of
the fool wandering to the ends ocolt the earth
they are deceived blinded aandnd far from un-
derstandingderitderandingstanding the things of god all who would
understand the thingsthing of God must understand
them by the spirit of god inln reflecting upon
h 3 providences it often scorns singular that
every person can not understand the things of
god but when youyon understand the gospel plan
you will comprehend that it is the most rea-
sonable way of dealing with the human fami-
ly you will discern that puritpurity 1

tice perfection and all ththatat aaadornsans the char-
acter of taft deity are contributing to the sal-
vationv of man

those who acknowledge1 e the hand of god in
all things and abide in his commandments are
the only 0onesn s who will sustain the principles
of truth and purity if their influence upon
the character is not good and pure how will
they produce that pure feeling pure faith and
pure godliness which prepare a person to dwell
in eternal bburningsarnin should we not abide in
and be influentinfluencedbegs

bbybtt the commandments of
godgoj we should for without the spirit of
revelation no man can understand the things
of god nor his dealings and designs in rela-
tion to the inhabitants odtheof the earth

while bror joseph wasivas referring to the provi
dencesdelices oeof god I1 was led to reflect that there
N11 no act no principle no power belonging to
the deltdeitdeitydelty that is not p philosophical
the birth of the saviour was aias natural as
are the births of our children it was the re-
sult of natural action ilehe partook of flesh
and blood was begotten of his fatherrather as
we were of our fathers

do you understand yourselves brethren and
sisters only to a smallsmil degree and there
are as yet but few who can strictly govern
themselves the foundation for all intelli-
genceence is placed in man to be developed to pro-
ducelicetice great and more powerful results than he
has ever thought of you may place aliailallill the
worlds wisdom in one man and ask him whence
he received his intelligence and he cannot
tell akark him do you believe man has a
soul1 do you believe his soul liveslues when he
dies ilehe will answer yes but I1 cannot
tell where 12 or inaiinquirere of him do you be-
lieve that the soul hlladad an existence previous
to its coining here ilehe will reply 1 I do not
know cancall yonyouou answer such questions yes
for you have been taught concernconcerninginginz these
things have you been taught the character
of the father yes

will you improve upon thetiie gifts bebbeebestowedtowed
upon you let me akask you as a favor
bless yourselves andanti friends by con e I1

and cincontrollingtrolling yourselves a principlepl
youyon should cultivate then you may corcoi roi
others but unless you control thathe
that pertain to fallen nature make all
faculties subservient to the principlespiet god
revealed you will never arrive at that
of happiness glogloryrv jov peacee and 1 eternal
felicity that you a re anticipating then
to govern yourselves

were any professed saints present and
there may be who indulge in paltry pilfering

sr carousing plingli cursing ac I1
would advise them to contemplate their con-
duct withveith shamefacedness bilamcharape also to
those women who run after the gentilesfingin tilestilea such
women are so corrupt that they are a distress
to theintheir sexbex are there any here of that claclasclabts
I1 expect there are a few who will say br
bangham how are ou and shakeshako handsds
and then go40 and lay with a gentile I1 dont
want suchbuchch persons to shake hands with me

br jjosepheph has exhorted vou to revere the
character of our savior ilehe who does not
will sooner or later sumsufsuffermierfier the lord will
bring us to snan account for all we do before
that tribunal that will punish for all disrate

ful conduct shamesiame to those men and women
who call themselves latter day saints and
act disgracefully you oughtb to be as pure
and holy as angels we aarere commanded to
be pure aaas christ is pure and holy as helie is
hholyoly liehe past through the trials became
sanctified and prepared himself to dwell with
the gods and he dwells in the midst of eter-
nal burnings where the principles and all that
pertains to the celestial kingdom are a consum-
ing fire to all that is impure ilehe has been
exalted crowned and has received thronesneg
principalities and powers and he commands
us to walk in his footsteps in reference to
every principle that pertains to eternal lives
let us do this that the whole body from the
crown of the head to the soles of the feet may
be sanctified those who come short of this
will be judged accordingly

As 0 o the persecution the slander and ma-
licious acts aimed at us who can expert any-
thing else from the wicked and ignorant
christ and baalbaaI1 are not reconciled thetho lord
will hold no fellowship with the devil but
satan will contend until he is driven from the
earth liehe is the adversary the and
accuser of the brethren ilehe opposes the son
oeof god in the great struggle between truth
and error this victory must be gaigalgained in
our houses lieilielneighborhoods towns counties
andanti states aand thistills common enemy of all

1 saints will continue to offer his opposition
tintlint I1 driven from the earth and will contend
for every inch of ground

let us walk in the footsteps 0of our father
and of0 our savior clingL to tthehe principlesrinci plespies of
life and live by everevery word ohpthatat proceeds
from the mouth of god live to purify your-
selves and youyonlouwillwill be able to overcome every
power of tifetldeth e enemenemy Chchildreni Idren are now born
who will live ununtiety every son of adam will
have the privilege of receiving the principles
of eternal life

god bless the elders who preach to the na-
tions the sisters whoho pray for the kingdom
the men who labor in the fields and elsewhere
and all who ask him to bless and build lipup his
zion and bring in the reign of righteousness
and peace that all who desire may rejoice in
the blessings of the government of godizod aamongmong
men god bless them and the children of the
saints in the name of jesus

parents have you ever noticed that your
children have exercised faith for vouyou when
you have been sick the little daughter see-
ing you sick will htift her heart with a pure
angelic like prayer to heaven and disease is
rebuked when that kind of faith is exercised
god blessblesa the children I1 pray that they rnainamayy
live and be reared up in righteousness thatthat
god may have a people that will spread andadd
establish onehiie universal reign ot0 peace and
possess the powers of the world to comecorner
this is my prayer constantly

god bless you amen
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I1awillwill say a fw words before we dismiss
aandnd I1 wish to say that which will be comfort-
ingar9 aandnd consoling to those who delight in the
ttruthtb that which will be pleasing to our
father in heaven and be sanctionedsanctioncd by his

I1 holyoy spirit by angels and by the saints whowh0
live upon the eareearrearthyou bear much said by somecome about their
sacrifices as they use the term it is without
meaningmearillig to me divines exclaim come and
givediv4 all for christ 2 I1 wouldifould like to know
what the children of men have to iveavegive whatahat
they have to sacrifice toTommy understanding
taabe term is used amproimproperlyperit we are but
stewards over whwhata t our fatirfather puts inin ofirour
possession we possess houses farm gar-
densengens orchards vineyards ah pleasant loca-
tions but are theyahry actually ours no Is
there a foot or an inch of this earth that
rightly belongs to lirlit no god has putapulpitit
in our possepossessionision and has given us ability to
take from the elements to make habitations
to shelter ourselves but are the elements
ours

suppose the lord should cause a tornado to
pass throught lierehere as lieho has lately done in
some pla-cesplacespisces in the states and destroy all we
possess can we say to the winds cease blow-
ing oroc suppose lleileliehe should cause lightning
totn destroy our builbullbuildingsdill S can wevve stop it no
we have power to plow sow till and irrigate
but can we of ourselves prodoc onion parspear of
grasscrass or one kernel of grain noNM withWitt melyne

it is folly to say that we own anything and
to speak of giving or sacrificing as manyrany dsdo
is a misapplication of terms

the spirits of the humanbuman family arearar pure
andanti holy at the time they enter ta tabernaclesbern acles
but the lord has so ordered that the bemynemyenemy
hashag great power over our tabernacle whose
organization pertains to theibe earth throughtthis planpan arises our probationary warfare 0ourlir
tabernacles are conceived in sinain and MAfid con-
ceives in themthera and our spirits arearc srivstrivingr to

bringC our bodies into subjection and to over-
come the devil and the evils in the world
this war and striving to overcome that evil
power must continue until we triumph to
accomplish thisbethis we must so yield obedience to
the divine influence as to learn the principles
of eternal life to learn to bring the whole
man all the passions sympathies and feel-
ings in subjection to the spirit our spirits
are warring against the flesh and the flesh
against our spirits and all we have to do is to
I1letietet the spirits that have come from our father
in heaven reign atriumtriumphanthant and bring cilito
subjection every thing tatthat tends to evil then
we are christchrists

the savior hashaa not finished his work and
can not receive the fullness of his glory until
the influence and power of the wicked are
overcome and brought into subjection when
the wicked inhabitants of the earth the
beasts of the field fowls of the air bishof the
sea all mineral substances and all else per-
taining to this earth are overcome then hohe
will take the kingdom present it to the fatherrather
and say here is the work you pavegaveave me tod do

youyon made the appointment I1 evehave wrought
faithfully and here are my brethren and sis-
ters who have wrought with me we have
wrought faithfully together we have over-
come the flesh hellandheilandhellheli and the devil I1 have
overcome they have followed in my footsteps
and here are all thou hast given me 1I have
lost none except the son of perdition

jesus suffered himself to be crowned with
thorngthorns and crucified but suppose he hadbad
said 1I will not make this great sacrifice I1
am the almightyalmiaimigaty I1 will dash my enemies 0 on
piecepieces and I1 will not die for the 11

what would have been the result fesui
would have become ia son of perdition ho
would have lost every power and right to tho
kingdom he was about to redeem would have
become no better than the son cfef the morning
who contended against him and would havehavo
contended against rigrighteousnessli from that
time and against whoever the lord would
then aappoint to destroy sin and death lnandI1whhim ththata hada thehe power of it ap

we can follow darkness and death ifit wiim
choose but let us cling to light instead of
da I1 liceilce hatred wrath and bitterness
for jesus will make an end of all evil him-
self is allalt that manmin has to give for wisdom
when youyon doto this it is not giving facts for
fac it is elchanexchangingin falsehood for facts0and folly for truth bilatwhat have you to givee
torfor ilfelife everlasting youyon are your Ffathersal liers
we can not own anything in the strict sense
ortheodthe word until wjwe havehav power to bring into
existence and hold in existence independent
of all oherother powers one will say 1 I have
given a thousand dollars toward building up
the kingdomking om of god 11 whenwilen strictly he did not
own a dollar you take the monymoney you have
in your possession and put it in another place
or to another tiseuse andana though you thus usoubo
millions of gold and other property unless boaty olioil
do so with that spirit of charity in which thothe
widow cast in her mite it will avail you
rionothingthing

we have received this and thathutbrtbut it is notnob
oursolirs it lsisis19 committed to us as agent wo
have nothing ofor our own and willwilt notnet hahaveve
until we have power to sustain our own lives
youyon have not power to sustain your ownowl
lives and yet you have doneone much you can
own nothing unfit youyon have filled your mismis-
sions on earth and gained power with the al-
mighty whenlihen you will hebe clothed with glory
power and dominion when the lord saya

this isis yours my son I1 give
1
youvoli power to

control all under your jurisdiction then you
can consider that your own

our religion has been a continual feast to
mpme with me it is glory hallelujah pral P
gol instead of sorrow and grief give mewe
the knowledge power and blessings that I1
have the ccapacityacety of receiving and I1 do not
care how the devil oriorloriginated nor any thing
about him I1 want tletiethe wisdom knowledgeneilet
and power of god give meroe the religion that
lifts me higher in the scale of intelligence
that gives aheme the power to endure that lutienirlentrienirien
I1 attain the state of peace andanti rest preparedprepadelanil
for the right fous I1 may enjoy to all eterolty
the society of the sanctifiedenjoy

we have been keeping the commandments
of the lord and should continue to do so more
diligently for he has commanded usni to do so

to overcome the evils and put awayavray
thetha foliessariesfo liesiles andanti sins which havebaye been sown itin
own nature by the fall of our first parents
and let everyevera feeling and affection bbe centered
upon him algidand the thinsthitthingss of highishi kingdom that
when we awake in tilthee morning of the resur-
rection we maymax behe crowned with honor ahilanilant
glory in our Fathyathbathnapitspils kinzkingdomdom ivhon thothe
tricked appear they uwillilliii learn that godrod iqi a1
cona fire whilewille1 that which iaa for him inii
eternal in its natnatureure the principles of our
relioreligionelontion are goodgl if we will obeobay them weire
shailshau reign etereternallyrailyrally with the father and the
sonSOB there aretire kingdoms also prepared simesirles ime
whelo for those who obey not thetha celestial
law

may thetoe lord mmtiu you am nint


