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the iowa next then the indiana
brooklyn massachusetts and oregon

at night the fleet shone with side
lights running light port holes lit up
by electric lights from within blazed
out on the waters as the ships
through the windward passage

it is months since such an allunillumina-
tion

dna
has been seen in cuban waters

where war ships blockade runners
transports and all sorts and condition
of craft have been threading their way
with all lights screened great shadows
that passed silently

last night there was a change to the
original column and trailing behind
the gallant new york the ships that
have stood the brunt of the war passed
sandy hook this morning it did not
require the strains of the flagship band
to make all hands glad for before its
jubilantjubibllentilent airs were heard eager eyes
hladbiad seen that low gray stretch of land
which they knew was home

thiethe accident to the indiana was a
breakdown of her condensers twice
on the trip from guantanamo she has
lagged behind to make repairs and the
other ships had reduced their speed so80
that the indiana could catch up with
them

A HAILSTORM OPOF STEEL

the heroes of santiago are coming
home one by one each and every one
of them bellr upon their personspersone the
marlesmarks of hardship and disease or the
ecari of battle citizenship takes a
deeper and more lofty meaning when
there mingles with us those who for
love of country and for honor have
given unethe last full measure of devo
aan racial prejudice sinks away and
only the man Isin seen who bared his
bosomboom to the bullets that the honor of
the USflag might be maintained wheth-
er officer or private there Is room for
all in uchsuch unbounded respect

evening sergeant starrstair of
company D twenty fourth infantry

home on a thirty days leave of
absence he was through the thickest
of the beatlebattle of san juan and though
not wounded was stricken with fever
and was sent back before the surren-
der sergeant starr bears an honor-
able record he Isie one of two who
were in the service when the twenty
fourth infantry was formed out of theperty first and thirty eighth rega
mento after the close of the civil war
the owrother onedasone wa sergeant jonesjonee who
IN the present drum major of theithe regi-
ment starr enlisted in january 1867
in the portyforty first and jones in thethirty eighth the following august
starr IS maiac past middle age and has
been constantlycootantly in the service for thir-ty years ten of which was spent as
messengermea to general miles he tenstellsa6 graphic story of his experiences at
the front and beingsbeing a man of more
than ordinary intelligence details the
evetteevents oferf the brittle on the lart1st of july
toia a very full manner from the stand-
point of a man in the rankshebe spoke feelingly of the demonstra-
tions along the road as they went to

thehe south landand said ttbt inspired every
man in the twenty fourth to do his
all duty this Is the first time he

added 1I have ever spoken bo a news-paper reporter and I1 would not do so
now but the people of salt lake have
treated us like men and I1 cannot re-
fuse

therethen was some sickness in thetwentyr uty fourth at tampa but none of
the boys were left behind on accountacccia or
Qthata t

thoThe WPtrip from tampa to santiago
saidaid the sergeant was asan pleasant asaa

could brbe expected and the weatherwaswaa excellent but we were glad when
the mountains of eastern cuba came in
igat we landed on the fiath of Jjuneuna

at ebony about six miles aut of sanaarl

diogo harbor after we landed we were
marched about a mile and a halthalf from
the seashore and went into camp in an
old coconut forest we laid there all
that day and sunday and on monday
broke camp and marched up to the bat- i

tletie ground where the rough riders had
their battle here we made camp and
laid there until the of June About
4 pm on the we broke camp and
marched about two miles and went into
camp about 11 early on the
morning of the 1stast of july the firing
began and we knew the battle was
on we were up before daylight and
by sunup had broke camp and took the
march toward santiago the road waswaa
only a tralltrail and outside of this was a
jungle filled with thorns The only thing
that does not bear thorns in a cuban
jungle is ratan and you cannot walk
through it without first cutting your
way we were obliged to keep to the
trails which had become a quagmire
ffromram the rain at were along thesan juan river going in the direction
of the ford crossing over many streams
that flow into the river some of them
being torrents caused by the rain
after crossing a large tributary to thesan juan at about were ordered
to unpack and we knew we were going
into action

shortly after this we got to the
ford it was like marching into a
hailstorm of steel the enemy was un-
seen but the spanish shots were com-
ing from every direction the trees
were full of sharp and the fire
seemed to come from the tops of the
trees to the ground when we reached
the ford we found the roadroadaI1 waswa
blocked and we could not go any fawfar-
ther the tirefire was territerrificflo a man on
each sideaide of me was shot and men
were falang all around we were forced
to seek cover we only remained there
a shortabort time when the order came to
march

at the ford was the most tryingpart of the battle we could not see a
spaniardSrunlard we only felt the effects of
their shots and we knew that in the
congested character of the road and
the crowded condition of thot troops
there were three regiments crowded

together like sardines in a boitbo that a
few well directed shells would

us all the call to march was the
most welcome words I1 ever heardbeard we
were quickly at the ford and were

I1 pouring across under a deadly fire Apart of our company made a dash downdorwn
the stream and maltingmaking such a move-
ment asae a right fall into line took
to the water which was waist deep
all overewer and in somegome places neck
deep

this movement brought me on a
high bank and I1 sprang over into thewater up to my neck A sharpshootersharp shooter
from a tree took a shot at me and I1
felt the heat of the banball as it grazed
my neck on the opposite bank was a
barbed wire fence 0off about six wires
I1 came to the shore where a tree had
fallen down stream its stump on the
bank and I1 crawled up just asaa one
of my men was cutting the wire but
before he could do soBO a spanish bullet
shattered his wrist and the nippers fell
into the stream another man picked
them up and cut the wires and we
charged up the bank about fifty yards
from the stream I1 saw gurney
lean over on sergeant reeskees and then
fall to the ground we charged on
across a piece of country covered with
weeds and tall gramgraas

it was here that I1 saw the first
spaniard they were retreating toward

i
san suanjuan hill the fire was incessant
both from rifles and shells and the sun
was beating down making the place
like a furnace and men were going
down like grass the awentwentyty fourth
formed the center of the charge with
the thirteenth on the right and the
sixteenth on the left all making torfor
the blockhouse on the top of the hillbill

just before we came to the hill cato
tain brett was wounded I1 saw himholding his shattered arm up over hisshoulder and dashed on at the hehead
of his men until he fell wen ILIcame up a soldier had picked hirmhim UVdjs

v

and he was calling for water but theremere
was none to give him and ahethe soldiercabied him back as I1 dashed on up thehill after the men who by this tinetimewere a good pace ahead of methe hill at san juan is about 2
feet high and very steep the sideswere covered with barbed wire fences
which had to be cut which impeded
the charge and the spanish were pour
ing in the most deadly fire our boys
behaved grandly even the raw reg
who joined us at tampa neneverver faltfalterederedand were as cool as veterans whenI1 reached the top of the hill the bloblock
house was captured and the spaniardsarftretreating toward santiago the boya
were waving their colors and ccheering
like mad but I1 knelt down and bebaubegaufiring at the retreating spaniards 1believe that the twenty fourth wertwereat the top first but it does not mattenmatteeevery man did his duty when I1reached the top the spanish flag wasstill flying on a stick I1 have ononlyWone regret and that is I1 did not takeit down it was an honor I1 could
have had as well as not but I1 was toobusy shooting spaniards and I1 thinka man from the thirteenth got

flag when we captured ttatbhill the fight was over and wwe a
the night digging rifle pits lterhere toetwenty fourth remained until the sur
render of santiago

sergeon starr does not speak as dis- tdis-paraginglypa ragingly of the cubans as someI1

others and says that at times theythelt didgood work and that many of themwere killed he says they do notto work and that the americansamericana slnot depend upon them the serpeg
itiiri suffering from rheumaticsrheUmatici and iitweak from his sickness but says t
he already feels better since his reauxhome he says he expects to rethelwaMV

to cuba on the expiration of his farjlough he Isin expecting to be mustmusteredout of service in a short time c

WEEKLY CROP BULLE TUr
salt lake city utahaugust 18 2Jma

warm weather continued
the past week being general in allaunteeaia 1
eionsalons of the state and
to 4 agrees above the average itafitthe warmest weather so far forjetfor anttnattngust during the early portion otma
week some scattering thunder
occurred in the mountainous secttaua i
in the southern part of the state TSW11weather continuocontinue warm and dry rtjwthe indications unfavorable for ML aa I1taerial change

farmers are excessively busy attthe grain harvest together with leeviaebi 1 l
ing the second and third crops
lucern and preparations for tgeneral threshing will be in op
by the of the present rno
enough threshing has already 1

done to ascertain the condition aotf 1grain and the probable yield AU
1

returns from the grain flfieldselda asaft to OWN
actual yield have been favorable aid

i
according to expectantexpectexpectationsat ions that thathy fUI
would be above the average f flate crops of grain are expected totol44pear somewhat shshriveledreveled owing td0 o ago
recent drought Asaa rapidly asan
grain is threshed it is being
considering that there has been wryy
little rain and a scarcity of wasellwasl llirrigation purposes garden trual liBB Bk
and potato crop also sugar akib l TN
reported in fairly good op
though inclined to mature toott


