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the Towa next, then the Indlansa,
Brooklyn, Massachusetts and QOregon.

At night the fleet shone with slde[the seashore and went Into camp In an polding his shattered arm

tights running light, port holes 1it up

by electric llghts, from within blazed |that day and Sunday, and on Monday ¢

out on the waters as the ships passsed
through the Windward Passage.

It is months sipee such an illumina-
tHion has been seen in Cuban waters
“where war ships, blockade runners,
transports and all sorts and condition
of craft have been threading their way
with all lights screened, great shadows
that passed silently.

T.ast night there was a change to the
orlginal column and trailing behind
the gallant New York the ships that
have stood the brunt of the war passed
Sandy Hook this morning. It dld not
require the stralns of the flagship hand
to make all hands glad, for before its
jubilent alrs were heard, cager eyes
had seen that low gray streteh of land
which they knew was home.

The accldent to the Indlana was a
breakdown of her condensers. Twice
on the trip from Guantanamo she haa
lagged behind to make repalrs, and the
other ships had reduced their speed so
that the Indiana could catch up wlth
them.

A HAILSTORM OF STEEL.

The herces of Santiago are coming
home one by one. Bach and every one
of them bear upon thelr persons the
marks of hardshlp and diseasze, or the
scaras of battle. Citizenship takes a
deeper and more lofty meaning, when
there mingles with us those who for
love of country, and for honor, have
given ‘‘the last full measure of devo-
-4lon.” Raclal prejudice sinks away, and
only the man i{s seen who bared hls
bosom to the bullets that the homor of
the flag might be malntained. Wheth-
er offlcer or private there is room .for
all In such unbounded respect.

Thursday evenlng Sergeant Starr of
«Company D, Twenty-fourth infantry,
came home on a thirty days’ leave of
absence. He was through the thickest
of the battle of San Juan, and though
not wounded, was stricken with fever,
and was sent bagk before the surren-
der. Sergeant Siarr bears an honor-
able record. He !z ome of two who
were 'in the service when the Tweaty-
fourth Infantry was formed out of the
Forty-first and Thirty-elghth reg-
ments atter the close of the Qivl War.
The other one was Sergeant Jones, who
is the present drum major of the regi-
ment. Starr enlisted in January, 1867,
in the Fworty-first, and Jones In the
Thirty-elghth the following August,
Starr I8 a man past mlddle age and has
been constantly in the service for thir-
1y Yyesars, ten of which was spent as
messenger to General Mlles. He tells
a graphic story of hls experlences at
the front and being a man of more
than ordinary intelligence, detalls the
events of the bhattle on the 18t of July
in a very full manner, from the stand-
point of a man in the ranks.

Ha ppoke feelingly of the demonstra-
tiona along the road, as they went to
the South, and said M Insplred every
man In the Twenty-fourth to do his
full duty. “This ia the first ¢ime,” he

.added, "I have ever spoken to & news-
. paper reporter, and I would not do so
now but the people of Salt Lake have
treated us llke men, and I cannot re-
fuse.”

There was some slckness in the
Twenty-fourth at Tampa, but none of
;-Ee boys were left behind on account of

at,

‘“The trip from Tampa to Santlago,”
said the sergeant, *was as pleasant as
coutd be expected, and the weather
was excellent, but we were glad when
the mountains of eastern Cuba came in
alght. We landed on the 25th of June

*at Blbony, about six mlles east of San-

tlogo harbor. After we landed we were
marched about a mile and a half from
old coconut forest. We laid there all
broke camp and marched up to the bat-|
tle ground, where the rough riders had
thelr battle. Here we made camp and
1ald there until the 29th of June.About |
4 p.m. on the 29th we broke camp and

marched about two miles and went Into ¢

camp about 11 o’clock. Early on the
morning of the 1st of July the firing
began, and we Knew the battle was
on. We were up before daylight, and
by sunup had broke camp, and took the |
march toward Santlago. The road was
only a trall, and outside of this was a
jungle filled with thorns.The only thing
that does not bear thorns in a Cuban)|

jungle is ratan, and you cannot walk!and were as cool as veterans.
through it without first cutting yuurlI reached the top of the hil]

way. We were oblized to Keep to the
traflls which had become a qUagmire
from the rain. At 8:30 were along the
San Juan river going !n the direction
of the ford, crossing over many streams
that flow Into the river, some of them
belng torrenis caused by the raln.
After crossing a large tributary to the
San Juan, at about 9.15,we were ordered
to unpack and we knew we were golng
Into action.

“Shortly after thla we got to the
ford. It was like marching into a
hallstorm of steel. The enemy was un-
azen, but the Spanish shots were com-
Ing from every directlon. The trees
were full of sharp-shooters, and the fire
seemed to come from the tops of the
trees to the ground. When we reached
the ford we found the road’ was
biocked and we could not go any far-
ther. The flre was terrifie, & man on
each side of me was ghaot, and men
were faling all around. We were forced
to seek cover. We only remalned there
a short time, when the order came to
march.

At the ford was the most trylng
part of the battle. We could not see a
Spanlard; we only felt the effects of
their shots, and we knew that In the

congested character of the rpad, and|

the crowded conditlon of the troopa.
(there were three reglments crowded
tegather like Sardimes in a box) that a
few well-directed shells would annlhl-
late us all. The c¢all to march was the
most welcome words I ever heard. We
were qulckly at the ford and were
pouring across under a deadly filre. A
part of our company made a dash down
the stream, and making such a move-
ment as a ‘“right fall {nto lne, took
to the water, which was wafst deep
all over, and in some places neck
deep.

‘“This movement brought me on a
high bank, and I sprang over Imto the
water up to my neck. A sharp-shooter
from a tree took a shot at me, and I
feit the heat of the ball as It grazed
my meck. On the opposite bank was a
barbed wire fence of about six wires.
I came to the shore where a tree had

!feat high and very steep.

fallen down stream, lts stump on the
bank, and I crawled up just as one!
of my men was cutting the wire, but
before he could do s0 a Spanish bullet
shattered his wrlst and the nippers fell
into the stream. Another man picked
them up and cut the wires and we
charged up the bank. About fifty vards
from the stream I saw Lleut. Gurney
lean over on Sergeant Kees, and then
fall to the ground. We charged on
acrpes a plece of country covered with
weeds and tall grass.

“It was bere that I saw the firat
Spanliard, They were retreating toward
San Juan hill. The fire was Incessant,
both from rifles and shells and the sun
wag beating down. making the place
like g furnace, and men were golng
down IilKke grass. The Twenty-fourth
formed the center of the charge, with
the Thirteenth on the right and the

Sixteenth on the left, all making for
the -blockhouse on the top of the hill.

Just before we came to the

hill, Cap-
tain Brett was wounded. =i

I saw him

up over hia
shoulder and dashed on at the head

his men untll he fell. Whap g
came up, & soldier had plcked him up
and he was calling for water, but thera
was none to give him, and the soldlep
caried him back as I dashed on up tie
hill after the men, who by this time
were a good pace ahead of me.

“The hill at San Juan is about 25p
The =sldeg
were covered with barbed wire tencag
which had to be cut, whleh impeged
the charge, and the Spanish were pour-
ing In the most deadly flire. Qur boys
behaved grandly, even the raw recrufts
who jJoined us at Tampa never faltered

When
the block

house was eaptured, and the Spaningds

retreatlng toward Santiago. The boys
were waving their colors and cheering
like mad, but I knelt down and began
firing at the retreating Spanlards, T
believe that the Twenty-fourth wepe
at the top first but it does not matter
every man did his duty. When 3%
redched the top the Spanlsh flag was

stlll fiying on a stick. I have only
one regret, and that is I did not take
it down. It was am honor I eould

have had as well as not, but I was tog
busy shooting Spanlards, and I think
8 man from the Thirteenth got the
enemy's flag. ‘When we captured the
kill the flght was over, and we spent
the night digging rifle pltsa. Mere the
Twenty-fourth remained until the sur-
render of Santiago."

Sergeon Starr does not speak as dis-
varagingly of ‘the Cubans gag some
others, and says that at times they did
good work, and that many of them
were killed. He says they do not Ilke
to work, and that the Americany could
not depend upon them. The sergeant
is suffering from rheumatics and is
weak from his sickness, but savs that
he already feeln better sinee his return
home. He says he expects to return
to Cuba on the expiration of his fur-
tough. He Is expecting to be mustered
out of service in a short time.
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Warm weather continued throughout
the past week, belng general in all sec-
tlons of the Btate and averaging 3
to 4 dgrees above the average. It was
the warmest weather, so far, for Au-
gust. During the early portlon of the
week some scattering thunder showers
occurred in theé mountainous sectfons
in the southern part of the State. The
weather contlnus warm and dry with
the indications unfavorable for a ma-
terial change.

Farmers are excessively busy with
the graip harvest together with secur-
ing the second and third ecrops of
lucern and preparations for threshing.
General threshing will be in operation
by the 16th of the vresent month.
Enough threshing has already been
done to ascertain the conditlon of the
grain and the probable yleld. All the
returns from the grain fields as to the
actual yleld have been favorable and
according to expeetations,that the yleld
would be above the average. The
late crops of grain are expected to ap-
pear somewhat shriveled owing to the
recent drought As rapldly as the
grain is threshed it is being shipped
Considering that there has been very
iittle rain and a scarcity of water for
Irvigation purposes, garden truck, corn
and potato crop, also sugar beets are
reported in falrly good condition,
though Inclined to mature too rapldly.



