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' . " Father and the Son,—his own sons |all mankind have light; and _that [swhich gi;n'ea it life—that which ani-| the world thro hrough the fall of our first
DISCOURS ? and daughters, He had a great desire | eternally, even they wh:: ghall be- | mates it, and causes it to bring forth | parents. |
DELIVERED RY | that we should be educated and|lieve on my name.” fruit; that which quickens the earth| How different was the second or
Lt.m.:g]::'t;.. He could teach usagreat| Here, then, was a great deal of | is the spirit of . That spiritual | temporal work, that existed in the
many things in that world as we |informatien given to- us, coneerning |creation existed before the temporal beginning of t.lia great work of crea-

teach our children; he could impart
| to usa great many truths—for there
were as many truths in existence in
| that day as are in existence now;
but truths were taught to us, as we
were capable of understanding them.
The Lord felt anxious that we might
come up and eventually be made
like him, as it is written in the New
Testament, “who shall change our
| vile body that it may be fashioned
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vidence of our
permitted,

THROUGH the kind
heavenly Father we are

on this pleasant day, to assemble |like unto his glorious body.” I have
here in this comfortable house, for | no doubt before we came into this
the purpose of worshipping God, and [ world, we had a great anxiety, that

haarl'}lgrg instruction as the Lord may | we mfght be brought up in the same
see proper, in his kindness and wis- | way he was instructed and taught,
dom, to pour out his spirit,and make | and led along, passing through dif-
manifest the truth to us. It is a|ferent conditions of existence, that
Fleasing thing for the human mind, | we finally might be ecounted worthy
o contemplate that it has some | to be exalted at his right hand, and
object to worship: that there is a be- | receive the fulness of his celestial
ing, far exalted above us,who dwells | glory the same that he is in
in the heavens, who is worthy of all | sion of, and that we might have all
adoration and praise; and that we|his attributes, dwelling within us,
are his children, in possession of a|as separate individuals and Eeraun-
portion of his attributes. ages,that he might exalt us likeunto
The world which we inhabit is a| himself. Now, there is a great deal
fallen creation, a fallen world, shut | to be comprehended, when we are
out from the pr ‘e of our Father, | told that we are children who will
the being whom we worship, so that | become like our Father; that we
we cannot behold his face, nor the | were like him in our first stage and |
glory of his presence. It is for a|condition of existence. We were
wise purpose, that we are placed | there, as it were, children without a
here, in this fallen condition. It|fulness of knowledge; many exper-
seems to be so,as far as we have been | iences had not yet been given ‘tou s;
made acquainted with the purposes | but we were like him in our ganerﬂj
of the Great Jehovah. It seems to|outline—the outline of our persons;
be the ordeal, through which all in- | our general form was like him,‘“after
telligent beings must pass, in order | his image” &ec. It is thus written in
to gain that fulness of exaltation, in | the Book of Mormon, in that great
the nce of God, which is prom- | vision given to the brother of Jared,
ised in his word. in which the Lord condescended to
We were not always in the con-|take the vailoffhiseyes. I'he brother
dition we are now in. We are only | of Jared had gone up into the moun-
placed here for a few years, and are|tain, and had moulten out of a rock
adapted to our present condition. A |sixteen smallstones,which he carried
long time before you and I came |up into the top of the mount. He
here upon this stage of action, we | went there with an object in view;
had an intelligent existence; we|the object was to get the Lord to
dwelt. in a_better world than this, l touch the stones that they might
and a world that had been redeem-|shine forth in darkness in the eight
ed, a world that had been sanctified | vessels, (which had been built to
and glorified; in other words,a world | convey him and his brother across
that had been made celestial, just as | the great waters) one to be placed at
we are in hopes that our, present|each end of each of the vessels. It
world-will, at some future period, be | would naturally increase the faith of
exalted to- the celestial glory,|the brother of Jared, to believe it
and become the habitation of| possible that he might see the finger
celestial  bein - That  world | of the Lord. He was going to ‘pray
we occupied, fore we came|that God would touchy the stones
here, was e¢elestial; our Father|the same as we pray for the Lord
had his dwelling place here, or, at| to put forth his finger and touch the
least, one of his dwelling places; and | particles of oil, when we dedicate it,
we were surrounded by our Father’s | for sacred purpeses. If we pray in
glory, we were familiar with his|faith, we must suppose that the
countenance, familiar with the beau- | finger of the Lord touches that oil.
tiful mansions that were there,—| And Jared prayed in faith. He did
familiar with all the glory that ex- | not know but what it might be his
isted there,so far as we were capable | prive to see his finger. He did
of comprehending. There was no|(see it; it appeared to him like the
vail drawn between us and our|finger of a man, like unto flesh and

the formation of the human spirit
the formation of men,—the fm‘tﬁﬁﬂoﬁ
of their persons,and their individual-
ities,M@fore the foundation of this
world., & RS

Tt was after this was given, and
the Book of Mermon was pu bifahed,
that the Church of Jesus Christ of
Tatter-day Saints arose.. But the
Lord, thinking that we had not suf-
ficient understanding of this pre-ex-
istence, began to tell us (in the
month of June 1830, only a few
months after the organization of the
Church) more about these things.
He told us about the spiritual crea-
tion, something we did not compre-
hend before. We used to read the
first and second chapters of (Genesis
which give an account of the werks
of the Almighty, but did not distin-
guish between the spiritual work
and the temporal work of Christ.
Although there are some things in
King James’ translation that give
us a little distinetion between the
two creations, yet we' did not com-
prehend it. The light shone, in
some measure, in darkness, but so
dark were our minds, through tradi-
tion, that we did not comprebend
the light—or the few feeble glim-
merings of light, contained in
these first and second chapters of the
uninspired translation. But our
heavenly Father inspired his ser-
vant Joseph Smith, to translate sey-
eral chapters more in the Book of
Genesis, in December 1830, which
gave a more full account, down to
the days of the flood. He told us a
great many important principles,
principles that he did not give, o far
as the historical matter was concern-
ed, in the Book of Mormou. They
were an addition in some respects,
an< therefore, they were new to us,
who lived in the early rise of the

Church, and calculated to give us!

great joy. _

In these two creations that took
place in the beginning, represented
as the beginning of this creation—
not absolutely the beginning of all
the creations of God; for his_works
are without beginning and without
end, they never cease, nor does his
word cease; he sipea.ka to us, so far
as this creation is concerned, accord-
ing to our natural ideas and under-
standing. He says ‘‘all things I
have created by the word of my
power, which is the power of my
spirit—I created them firstly spirit-
ual and secondly temporal, which is
the beginning of my work; and
again firstly temporal and secondly
spiritual, which is the Jast of my
work, speaking unto you that you
may naturally understand; but unto
myself my works have noend neith-

{ ning of the

was for

his _was the begin-
‘ﬁarﬁm k,per-
to this creation.. On the

taining
he the temporal.

gseventh

to till the ground, “And the Gods
formed man from the dust of the
ground, and took his spirit—{that is
the man’s spirit—) and put it into
bim and breathed into nostrils
the breath of life, and ‘man became
a living{soul,” This we read in
the 2d chapter of Genesis, and you
will find it recorded on the 6th and
35th es of the new edition of the
Pearl of Great Price.

Abraham also obtained a know-
ledge of the spiritual creation, as

f

, from. the present order of
ngs! Now we see, g
to history we learn, that all creation
are at enmity one with another in

portion. There was not yet a man | their ‘mtate. Hence we find

the lions with teeth, probably con-
structed since the fall, and adapted
to devour their prey. I do not be-
lieve they bhad such teeth in the

beginning. They had teeth with
which they ate ‘“straw like the
ox.” But evervthing was ed

chang
in a great measure, in this beautiful
tem creation; and the beasts
began to fight, and quarrel, and de-
vour each other; and man began to
be ferocious, like the beasts, desirous
to kill his fellow man. We see him

at this early stage in our race, seek-

well as the temporal. In giving a
history of the creation, hes of
the formation of man out of the
ground, how he took man’s spirit)
that was created in heaven and put
it within the body of man, and man
became a living soul—the first flesh
upon the earth, as recorded in the
second of Genesis. Now, we have

ing the blood of his fellows, and en-
tering into secret combinations to
kill, and destroy,and rob one another
of their position and property, and
to be at enmity one against another.
The Lord in the midst of this fallen

condition of his tem 1 work, has
permitted it to continue for about

been in the habit of thinking that
the various kinds of animals that
| have lived, according to geologists
were the first flesh on the earth,
and we go away back millions of
ages to see that these lower forma-
tions of life existed before man. But
the Lord gives us different informa.
tion from this. He shows us that
among all the animated creatures of
flesh, man was the first that was
ever placed upon the earth in this
temporal condition, confradicting
the theories of geologists —that is,
[ so far as placing man on the earth
in this present probation, is concern-
ed. What may have taken place mil-

6,000 years. But mankind have been
devising & multitude of measures,
by which they reform one another;

| but after they get pretty well re-

formed they rise up again and devour
one another by wholesale. While
they are engaged in relorming each
other, they are making weapons of
destruction to destroy one another.
Enmity prevails, and has prevailed,
for the last 6,000 years, with the ex-
ception of now and then a dispensa-
tion, being introduced, wherein this
fm&? nature of ours hegomea, in a
great measure, changed throu

obedience to the plan of Ealvﬂtiﬂglji:ll
which God has revealed: and then

lions of ages before the world was
organized temporally for man to in-
habit is not revealed; but so far as
this present change is concerned
that took place about six thousand
years ago, man was the first being

we begin to love our fellow men, are
filled with love and kindness like, in
some measure, our heavenly Father,
glt;mg fn;etlh ?nd proclaigﬂng to themn
the gospel of peace, and {rying to do
them good, and ;adeem them, and

that came upon the earth and in-
habited a v of flesh and bones.
| Afterwards, on the seventh day,
out of the ground the Lord God
created the beasts of the field. Go
back to the first chapter of Genesis

and you will find that the beasts,
ete., were formed on the sixth da
or period, and that on the sevent
there was no flesh on the earth, and
having ereated man as the first flesh

upon the earth, He then created out| 7o

of the ground the beasts of the field.

Here is the second
ﬁ;nniug of his work, firstly spiritual,
secondly,temporal,their bodies form-
ed out of the ground, their spirits
being put within these bodies, and
the beasts became living souls. As
it was with the birds of the air, so

{ higher sta

part of the be- | jig
e beasts created in heaven, then,| ¢o,,

reclaim them; and we succeed, now
and then, in bringing some to a

te; they are born of God,
and become new creatures in Christ,
being filled with that superior power,
that exists in that celestial world,

s | where we formerly resided. It comes

down from the Father, and from the
Son, and enters into the hearts of
the sons and daughters of God, and
they are made new creatures; they
begin to love that which is good, and
that which is evil, and begin to
perfect themselves in their various
fenaations, according (o the light

knowledge sent down from hea-
for their perfection.

No twithstandinfdsu many dispensa-
tions,and the world has continued so
long under the power of Satan, now is
the time when the Lord our God has

, begun to send forth a proclamation
with the fish of the sea, and so| ¢ redemption, to lift 1]1)3 up out of

with all animated creatures pertain- :
ing to this wotld. This is the his- | o ave beer Mlaed oy ou oo

tory of the generations of the hea- i -
vens and the earth, on the day that before us, for so long a time; and it

the Lord God created them; and the :ﬂ h?EPﬁHB that we are living very

ear the period when the last of his
Lord has seen proper to reveal this | o wﬂmmmenea, namely, when

{ information in the first of | {} o earth will be resto '
enesis, and in the Book of Abra- fallen condition wrﬁatrmr:i;ﬁ

Father, no vail drawn between us|blood. But his faith was too great|er beginning.”

and the associates of vur Father,who | for his nervous system; for when he| We learn, therefore, when speak-
were also celestial beings,” many of | saw the ﬂn&m of the inrd, he fell |ing of thisspiritual creation, that not
them having been redeemed from a | to the earth, thrnu%h fear. And |only all the children of men, of all
world more ancient than ours. 'We| the Lord looked upon him and asked | generations, and of all ages, were
He answer- | created spiritually in heaven, but

had a long experience, I suppose, in | him why he had fallen.
that world; at least, we know from | ed and said, “I saw the finger of the | that fish and fowlg, and beast, and
that which our Father has revealed | Lord and I feared last he should[all animated things, having life,
to.us, that we were born there; that|smite me; for I knew not that the| were first made spiritual in heaven,
this intelligent being that has| Lord had flesh and blood.” He did|onjthe fifth and sixth days, before h
power to discern, power to reflect, | not know but what his imperfections ies of flesh were prepared for 88 ral condition in which it existed
power to reason,—that this intelli-| were so great, that the Lord would | them on the earth; and that there| Now, let us consider the condition | before the fall, when there was no
gent being was born in that previous | smite him; but he was commanded | was no flesh upon. the earth |of the temporal work, for it is need- | enmity existing between mankind.
eslate. to arise. The Lord then asked him {until the morning of the sev-|ful for us tounderstand these'things, | I say, the day is now almost at hand
These were some of the first revel- | “Sawest thou more than this?”” And {enth day. On that morning God | that we may advance in the know-| when the Lord is going to begin the
ations given in this last dispensa-| he answered, “nay, Lord, shew thy- | made the first fleshly tabernacleand | ledge of ;God, in the knowledge of | Jast of his work, which will be to
tion, The Ilord did not wait|self unto me.” Here was a prayer | took man’s spirit and put within it, | truth, in this great school of expe- | make this earth again temporal—or
several years, before he revealed un-| that extended a little further. The|and man became a living soul—the |rience. Let us try to understand, | in other words, to remove, some
to us, in some measure, concerning | Lord wanted to see whatiamount of | first flesh upon the earth—the first| then, the nature of the temporal | measure,the curse—to restore it back
our condition before we came here. | faith he had, and he put another| man also. Though it was the seventh | work; for it was formed in the man- | to the temporal condition in which
Hence, it was away back in the year | question to him. “Believest thou the | day, no flesh but this one taber-|ner specified in this revelation. Was | it was when he first organized it and

1830, that this doctrine of the pre- | words which I shall speak?” And he | nacle was yet formed. No fish, fow]| there any death in this creatinn'befnrﬁ sin contaminated it.
existence of man was revealed, in answered, “Yea, Lord, I know that|nor beast was as yet permitted to| after the temporal was formed, be-| In order to accomplish this work,
ter fulness, than it was given in | thou speakest the truth, for thou art | have a body of flesh. = The second | fore the fall? No. Were any t;irda__ he is working, according to his own
the -Book of Mormon. There are|a Godof truth and canst not lie.”|chapter of Genesis, (new transla-|of the air subject to death? No.|will and pleasure, among the na-
two or three placesin the Book of | And when the brother of Jared had T tion,) informs us that the spirits of | Were any of the fishes of the sea?|tions, raising up a kingdom, a nu-
Mormon that reveal the pre-exis- [ manifested his faith, the Lord con-|fowls were created in heaven, the| No. Were there any animals placed | cleus, by taking them “‘one of a city
trenpa of man; but not in such great dascende-c} to shew higjwhole person- | spirits of fish and cattle, and all|on the earth in their tem con- [and two of a family,” gathering
Jainness, a8 was given soon after|age to him, and said, “Sepst. thou | things that dwell upon the earth,|dition, their bodies be formed | them out from every nation to the
he publication of that book, through | that ye are created after mine own | had their pre-existence. They were | and adapted to the spirit that came | }Jand of Zion and planting the truth
the Prophet Joseph Smith, before|image. Behold,this body, which ye| created in heaven, the spiritual part | from heaven—were any subject to|in their hgarts; they become more
the Saints began to gather, inform- | now behold is the body of my spirit, | of them; not their flesh bones, | death? No. Were they ferocious? |and more instructed and learn more
ing us that we were in reality the|and man have 1 ,{:reated after the| We are also told in this inspired| No. To every animal that God had |and more of the ways of the Lord,
children of our Fatherand God; that | body of my spirit.” * | translation, that these living trees | granted life he had }glvan every | preparatory to the organization of this
we had a pre-existence in which we| Here the pre-existence of man | which we behold—for God has given | green herb of the field for meat, | world in its temporal beauty
had learned many very important|was taught in the Book of Mormon. | jife unte all things—had their spirit- | whether it was the lion, the leopard, | and perfection as it was when it first
principles, connected with spiritual | “All men in the nning were | ual existence in heaven before their | the wolf, or whatever animal issued forth in its tem form from

existence, before taking bodies of|created after the image of this body” | temporal existence; every herb and | have existed upon the face of thlva the hands of the Almighty.
flesh and bones, which was also nec-| which he was then shewing. All|every tree, before it was planted out|earth, There was no such thing as| There is one thing connected with
essary to afford us a still greater ex-|the human family that then existed, | on the earth, that is, the spiritual|one animal destroying another— |the temporal form of the earth
munﬁq. Now;in this plan that God | and that would exist in future time t of it, the life of it, that which, | fighting and quarrelling were un-| which I did not mention: 1 will re-
devised for the advancement of | upon the earth, were created in the|jn other words, animates, that which | known among the beastsof the field. | fer to it now. While this earth ex-
these intelligent beings—by passing mnning, after the image of that| gives power fo the vegetable to bring | A little child, if there had been any, | isted in its more fect temporal
them through various stages of ex- ; that is, that body which he| forth fruit afteritslikeness—the spir- | could have played, so far as any dan- | form, Adam and Eve were placed
istence, under different circum- | shewed was not a body of flesh and | itual part existed in heaven. It was | ger was concerned, with these ani-|upon it, and they were immortal,
stances,and in different conditions,~ | bones, but a pure spiritual body, | 4 spiritual creation first. We are | mals, and they feasted upon the |just like all the beasts and just like
he gives them experience that they | organized out of pure spiritual sub- [ also told that the earth was organiz- | green herbs which were given to the | the fishes of the sea: death “had not
ﬂeﬁ_ﬂf could have gained, had they | stance, filled with light and truth.|ed in a spiritual form, that is, that| beasts for their sustenance. By and | yet come upon any of them; all
remained in the presence of the| He improved this great man of God, | portion that gives life to the earth,| by, a garden was made eastward in things were immortal so far as this
Egzﬁfgﬁn‘;ﬂ; npl‘s ed, from before WE read about the earth’s dying, | Eden, in which the Lord planted a | creation was concerned. The first
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Father, in that world which was
celestial; in other words, we were

. Jn the world, to re-|and that it shall be quickened again. | great many beautiful trees. This| pairs, the beginning of his temporal
11131 offspring in that world,our spirit- | deem his ple. 1 “Behold,” says| What is it that will make t,heag:rth was purely a temporal work, and wurk:, were not slﬁaject to dgn?th.
ual. bodies not having flesh and|he, “I am Jusus Chris;, I am the|die? It will be the withdrawing that garden would have existed un-| And another thing, they were not

bogae, but being in the image of the

Father and the Son, In me shalll the spiritual portion from it, th

til to~day if death had not come into ' subject to be shut out from the pres-



