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THROUGH the kind providence of our
heavenly fathereather wearewe are permitted
on this pleasant day to assemble
lierehere in this comfortable houhouseseforfor
the purpose of worshippingshippingwor god and
hearing instruction as the lord maymav
see proper inI1n his kindness and wis-
dom to pour out his tand make
manifest the truth to us it is a
pleasing thing for the human mind
to contemplate that it has some
object to worship that there is a be-
ing far exalted above dwells
in thtilee heavens avlowho is worthy otof all
adoration and praise and that we
archis children in possession of a
portion of his attributes

the world which we inhabit is a
fallen creation a fallen world shut
out from theohe presence of our father
the beingbeag whom we worship so that
we cannot behold hishia face nor the
glorygiry of his presence it is for a
wisewise purpose that we are placed
here in this fallennallen condition it
seemsbeems to bepe doaa far as we have been
mademadd acquainted with the purposes
of the great jehovah it seems to
be the ordeal through which all in-
telligenttelligent beings must passinpass in order
to gain that falness of exaltexaltationatlon in
the presence of god which is prom-
ised in his word

we were not always in the con-
dition we are now in we are only
placed here for a few years and are
adaptedted to our present condition A
longiong time before you and I1 came
here upon this stage of action we
had an intelligent existence we
dwelt ina better world than this
and a that had been redeem-
ededW world that had been sanctified
and glorified in other wordia world
that had been made celestial just as
we are in hopes that our present
world twill at bomesomesome future period be
exalted to the celestial glory
and become the habitation of
celestial beings that world
we occupied before we came
here was celestial our father
had his dwelling place here or at
least one of his dwelling places and

surrounded by our Fafathersfatheratherratherla
gidgloryry we were familiar with his
countenance familiar with the beau-
tiful mansions that were there
familiar with all the glory that ex-
isted thereso far as we were capable
of comprehending there was no
vailvall drawn between us and ouourr
father no vallvail drawn between us
and the associates of our father who
were also celestial beings many of
them having been redeemed from a
world more ancient thanthail ours we
had a long experience1enceenee I1 suppose in
that world atabu least we know from
tha which gurgun father has revealed
tausto musj that wew were bomborn ttherehere that
this intelligent being that has
powerhoner to discern power to reflect
powermer to reason that this intelintelli-
gent being was bomborn in that previous
estate

these were some of the first revel-
ationsactionss given inin this last dispensa-
tion the lord did not wait
several years before he revealed un-
to us inin some measure concerning
our condition before we came here
hence it was away back in the year
1830 that this doctrine of the pre
existence of man was revealed in
greater falnessfulness than it was givenkiven in
the book of mormon there are
two or three places in the book of
mormon that reveal the pre exis
tence of man but not in suehauch great
plainnesslainness as was given soon afterthethe publication of that book through
the prophet joseph smith beforebehare
the saints began to gather inform-
ing us that wewd were in reality the
children of our father and god that
we had a prepro existence in which we
had learned many very important
principles connected with spirlspiritualfualtuai
existence before taking bodies of
flesh and bones which was also nec-
essaryry to afford us a still greater ex-
perienceperience nowlin this plan that god
has devised for the advantadvancementement of
these intelligent beings by passing
them through various stages of ex-
istence under difdlfdifferent circum

in different conditions
he gives them experience that they
neet could have gained had they
remained in the presence of the
father in that world which was
celestial in other words we were
hisills spring in that worlworidourdour spirit
UWlial bodies not having flesh and
tames but being in th linage of the

father and the son his own sons
and daughters he had a great desire
that we should be educated and
taught he could teach us a great
many things in that world aaas we
teach our children he could impart
to us a great many truths for there
were as many truths in existence in
that day as are in existence now
but truths were taught to us as we
were capable ofunderunderstanding them
the lord felt anxious that we might
come up and eventually be made
like him as it is written in the new
testament who shall change our
vile body that it may be fashioned
like unto his glorious body I1 have
no doubt before we came into this
world we had a great anxiety that
we mightt be brought up inift the same
wayvay he was instructed and taught
and led along passing through dif-
ferent conditions of existence that
we finally might be counted worthy
to be exalted at his right hand aandna
receive the falness of his celestial
glory the same that he is in posses-
sion of and that we might have all
his attributes dwelling within us
as separate individuals and person
ages that he might exalt us like unto
himself now there is a great deal
to be comprehended when we are
told that we are children who will
become like our father that we
were like him in kurfirstour first stage and
condition of existence we were
there as it were childrenchildre without a
falnessfulfuiness of knowledge many exper-
iences had not yet been given tou s
but we were like him in our generageneral
outline the outline of our persons
our general form was like him after
his image ac itisit is thus writwritten in
the book of mormon in that great
vision given to the brother of jared
in which the lord condescendeddescendedcon to
take the vailvall eyeleye rhefhe brothbrother
of jared had gone up into the moumoun-
tain and had moulten out of a rock
sixteen small stones which he carried
up into the top of the mount he
wentvent there with an object in view
the object was to get the lord to
touch the stones that they might
shine forth in darkness in the eight
vessels which had been built to
convey him and his brother across
the great waters one to be placed at
each end of each of the vessels it
would naturally increase the faith of
the brother of jared to believe it
possible that he might see the finger
of the lord he was going toth pray
that god would touchy the stonestonesfa

thethesasamemeasas we pray for the lord
to put forth his finger and touch the
particles of oil when we dedicate it
for sacred purposes if we pray in
faith we must suppose that tthehe
finger of the lord touches that oil
and jared prayed in rairatfaithfalthth he diddld
not know but what it might be his
privilegelege to see hiss finger hee did1

see it ataitjt aappearedr to him like the
finger of a man like unto flesh and
blblood but his faith was too great
for his nervous system for when he
saw the finger of the urdlord he fell
to the earth through fear and
the lord looked upon him andaud asked
him why he had fallen he answer-
ed and said 1I saw the finger of the
lord and I1 feared last he should
smismitetememe for I1 knewikney not that the
lord had flesh and blood he did
not know but what his imperfections
were so great that the lord would
smite him but he was commanded
to ariseadise the lord ththenen asked him
cS thou more than this and
hebe answered nay lord shew thy-
self unto me here was a prayer
that extended a little further the
lord wanted to see what amount of
faith he had and he put another
question to him beiBelbelieveslevest thou the
words which I1 shall speak and he
answered yeaaryea lord I1 know that
thou speakest the truth for thou art
a god of truth and canet not lie
and when the brother of jared had
manifested his faith the lord con
descended to shew person-
age to him and said seest thoutiebhatat toyye are created after mine own
imageage Behold this body which ye
now behold is the body of my spirit
and man have I1 created after the
bodykody of my spirit

here the pre existence of man
was taught in the book of mormon
ailaliallAU men in the beginning were
created after the image of this body
which he was then slishewing all
the human family that then existed
and that would exist in future time
upon the earth were created in the
beginning after the image of that
bodybo y that is that body which he
chewed was not a body of flesh and
bonebona but a pure spiritual body
organized out of pure spiritual subau in-
stance filled with light and truth
he improved this great man of god
that he was prepared from before
the foundation of the world to re-
deem liishis people behold says
he 1I am jusus christchrisi I1 am the
father and thetae son in me shall

all mankind have light and that
eternally eveneyen they who shall be
lieve on my name

here then was a great deal of
information given to us concerning
the formation oathof theelixmanhuman sspiritpirvirit
the formation ofmenaementeeia tee formationua n
of their personsand their individual

the foundation of thisihli
world glisglss 4 WCit barmorewas afterr thisthis11 was given and
the book of mormon was published
that the churchchuilli of jesus christ of
ratterlatter day saints arose but the
lord thinking that we badnowhadnotbadhad poipotnotnoi suf-
ficient understanding 0oflf this pre ex
istance began to tell us in the
montumonth of Jjuneune 1830 only a few
months after thethip organization of the
churchchuich more about these things
he told us about the spiritual crea-
tion something we did not compcompre-
hend before we used to read the
first and second chapters of genesis
which give an account of the
of the almighty but did not distin-
guish between the spiritual workvork
and the temporal work of christ
although there are some things in
king james translation that give
us a littletittle distinction between the
two creations yet we did not com-
prehendLreere hend it the light shone in

I1 some measure in darkness but so
dark were our minds through bradl
tion that we did not comprehend
the light or the few feeble glim

of light contained in
i these first and second chapters of the
uninspired translation but our
heavenly father inspired hihiss Fser-
vant joseph smith to translate sev-
eral chapters more inin the book 0ofk
genesis in december 1830 which
gave a more full account down to
the days of the flood he told us a
great manyman important principles
principles that hebe did not give sofco far
as the historical matter was concern-
ed in the book of Mormormonmoll they
were an addition in some respects
and therefore they were new to us
who lived in the early riseriso of freirethe
church and calculated to give us
great joyjos

in these two creatcreationsloneione that tooktook
place inn the beginning respiresrepresentedanted
as the beginning orthisof this creation
not absolutely the beginning of all
the creations of god for his works
are without beginning and without
end they never cease nor does hishis
word cease he speaks to Usbs so far
as this creation is concerned accord-
ing to our natural ideas and under-
standing he says all things I1
have created by the word of my
power which is the power of my
spirit 1I created them firstly spirit-
ual and secondly temporal whwhichich is
the beginning of my workI1 and
agaagainI1n firstly temporal and sesecondlycoadly
spiritual which is the jastlast of my
work speaking unto you that you
may naturally understand biltbut unto
myself myworks have no end neith-
er beginning

vewe learn therefore when speak-
ing of this spiritual creation that nounot
only all the thildrenchildren ofmen of all
generations and of all ages were
created spiritually in heaven but
that fish and fowl and beast and
all animated things having life
were first made spiritual inI1n heaven

fifth and sixth days before
bodiesboales of flesh were prepared for
them on the earth and that there
was no flesh upon the earth
until the morning of the sev-
enth day on that morning god
made the first fleshly tabernacle and
took mans spirit and put within it
and man became a living soul the
first flesh upon the earth the first
man also though itwas the seventh
day no flesh but this one taber-
nacle was yet formed kono fish fowl
nor beast was as yet permitted to
have a body of flesh the second
chapter of genesis new transla-
tion informs us that the spirits of
fowls were created in heaven the
spirits of fish and cattle and all
things that dwell upon the earth
had their pre existence they were
created in heaven the spiritual part
of them not their flesh a bones
we are also told in this inspired
translation that these living trees
which we behold for god has given
life unto all things bad their spirit-
ual existence in heaven before their
temporalI1 existence every herb and
every treetripe before it was planted out
on the earth that ISis the spiritual
part of it the life of it that which
in other words animates that whichch
gives power to the vegetable to bring
forth fruit after its likeness thesperthe spir-
itual part existed heaveniu it was
a spiritual creation first we are
also told that the earth was organiz-
ed in a spiritual form that isi that
portion that gives life to the earth
wevve read about the earths dying
and that it shall be quickened again
what is it that will make the earth
die it will be the withdrawing
the spiritual portion from jtit th

vbwhichich gives it life that which ani-
mates it and causes it to bring forth
fruit that which quickens the earth
is the spirit of god that spiritual
creation existed before the temporal
was formed this was the beginV of st partartofof hiihig

to this creation on the
seventh day he began the temporal
portion there was not yeb
to till the ground and the gods
formed man from the dust of the
ground and took his spirit that is
theth manaemanEl spirit and put it into
him and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of ilfelife addmanand man became
a livings soul this we read in
the ad chapter of genesis and you
will nindfindand jt recorded on the ath and

pages of the new edition of the
pearl of great price

abraham also obtained a know-
ledge of the spiritual creation as
well as the temporal in givinggivin9 a
history of the creation bespeakshe speaks of
the formation of man out of the
ground how he took mansmana spirit
that was created in heaven and put
it within the body ofor man and man
became a living soul the first flesh
upon the earth asM recorded in the
second of genesis now we have
been in the habit of thinking that
the various kinds of animals that
have jivedlived acaccordingcordin to geologists
were the first fleishonflesh on the earth
and we go away back millions of
ages to see that these lower forma-
tions of liflifeilfee existed before man but
the lord gives us different informsformain
tion from this he shows us that
among all the animatedanimateif creatures of
flesh man was the first that was
ever placedplated upon the carthinearth in this
temporal condition contradicting
the theories of geologists that is
so far as placing amirman on the earth
in this is concern-
ed what may have taken place mil-
lions of ages before the world was
organized temporally for man to in-
habit is not revealed but so far as
this present change is concerned
that took place about six thousand
years ago man was the first being
that came upon the earthbearth and in-
habited a body of flesh and bones
afterwards on the seventh ddayay
out of the ground the lord god
created the beasts of the field go
back to the first chapter of gengenesisesis
and you will find that the beasts
etc werenvere formed on the sixth day
or period and that on the seventh
theretherewaswas no flesh on theeartthe earthhandand
having created man as the first flesh
upon the earth he then created out
of the grougroundnathethe beasts of the field

herenere is the second part of the be-
ginning ofhis work firstly spiritual
the beasts created in heaven then
secondly temporal their bodies form-
ed out of the ground their spirits
being put within these bodies and
the beasts became living souls As
it was with the birds of the air so
with the fishtish of the sea and so
with all animated creatures pertain-
ing to this world this is the his-
tory ofor the generations of the bea-
vens

hea-
vens and the earth on the day that
the lord god created them and the
lord has seen proper to reveal this
great information in the first of
genesis and in the book of abra-
ham

now let us consider the condition
of the temporal work for it is need-
ful for us to understand these things
that we may advance in the know-
ledge of god in the knowledge of
truth in this great school of expe-
riencefience letrbt us try to understand
then the nature of the temporal
work for it was formed in the man-
ner specified in this revelation was
there any death in this creation
after the temporal waswag formed be-
fore the fall no were any birds
of the air subject to death no
were any of the fishes of the sea
no were there any animals placed
on the earth in their temporal con-
dition their bodies being formed
and adapted to the spirit that came
from heaven were any subject to
death no were they ferocious
no to every animal that god had
granted life hebe had givenI1 every
green herb of the field for meat
whether it was the lionllonon the leopard
the wolf or whatwhatevereverevee animal may
have existed upon the face of this
earth there was no such thing as
one animal destroying another
fighting and quarrelling were un-
known among the beastbof the field
A little child if there had been any
could have played so far as any dan-
ger was concerned with these ani-
mals and they feasted upon the
green herbsberus which were given to the
beasts for their sustenance by and
by a garden was made eastward in
eden in which the lord planted a
great many beautiful trees this
waswag purely a temporal work and
that garden would have existeexisted un-
til todayto dvday

T
if death had not comeicomel nto

i

the world through the fall of our first
parents

how diffiedifferentrent was the second or
temporal work that existed in the
beginning of the great work of crea-
tion from the present orderorden of
things now we see and according
to history we learn that ajlalj creation
are at enmity one with another in
their natural state sheuckwhence
the lions with teeth probably con-
structedted since the fall and adapted
to devour their ireyprey I1 do not be-
lieve they hadbad such teeth in the
beginning they hadbad teeth with
which they ate straw like the
ox but everything was changed
in a great measuremeasure in ththisis bbeautifuleadutiful
temporal creation and the beasts
began to fight and quarrel and de-
vour each other and man began to
be ferocious jikelike tbthee beasts desirous
to kill his fellow man we see him
at this early stage in our race seek
ing the blood of his fellows and en-
tering into secret combinations to
kill and destroy and rob oneone another
of welivelitheir position and property and
to be at enmity one against another
the lorddordord in the midst of this fallen
condition of his temporal work has
permitted it to continue for about

years but mankind have been
devising a multitude of measures
by which they reform one another
but after they get pretty well re-
formed they rise up again and devour
one another by wholesale while
they are engaged jn rimorreformingmingbing each
other they are making weaponsdeapons 0off
destruction to destroy one another
enmity prevails and has prevailed
for the last years with theebthe ex-
ception of now and thentheil a didispensa-
tionon being introduced wherein this
fallen nature of ours becomes in a
great measure changed through
obedience to the plan of salvation
which god hasbag revealed and then
we begin to love our fellofelloww men are
nilfilfilledledwithwith love and kindkindnessilessliess like in
some measure our heavenly father
going forth and proclaiming to them
the gospel of peace and trying to do
them good and redeem them sudanddud
reclaim them and we succeed now
and then in bringing some to a
higher state ththeyey aream born of god
and become new creatures in christ
being filled with that superior power
that exists hiin that celestial world
where we formerly residedres

i
eded it comes

down from the father and from theson and enters into the hearts of
the sons and daughtersdaughter of godagod and

i

nd
they are made new creatures they
begin to love that which is good and
hate that which is evil and begin to
perfect themselves in their various
dispensations according to the light
and knowledge sent down from hea-
ven

bea-
ven for thelitheir perfection
notwithstanding so many dispensa

tionsand theworld has continued so
long under the power ofsatan now is
the time when the lord our god has
begun to send forth a proclamation
of redemption to lift us up out of
this low fallen condition in which
we have been placedand our fathers
before us for so long a time and it
so happens that we are 11livingvin1 g very
near the period when the last of his
work will commence namely when
thetb earth will be restored from its
fallen condition to that same tem-
poral condition in which it existed
before the falifall when there was no
enmity existing between mankind
I1 say the day is now almost at hand
when the lord is going to begin the
last of his work which will be to
make this earth again temporal or
in other words to remove in someomes
memeasure the curse toreto restorestore it back
to the temporal condition in which
it was when hebe first organized it and
before sin contaminated it

in order to accomplish this workvork
he is working according to his own
will and pleasure among the na-
tions raising up a kingdom a nu-
cleus by taking them one of a city
and two of a family gathering
them out fromfrob every nation to the
landlahd of zion and planting the truth
in their hearts they become more
and more instructed and leamlearn more
and more of the ways of the lordrord
preparatory to the organization of this
world again in its temporal beauty
and perfection as it was when it first
issued forth in its temporal formforra from
the hands of the almighty

there is one thing connected with
the temporal form of the earth
which I1 did not mention I1 will re-
fer to it now while this earth ex-
isted in its more perfect temporal
form adam and eve were placed
upon it and they were immortal
just like all the beasts and just like
the fishes of the sea death had not
yet come upon any of them all
things were immortal so far as this
creation was concerned the first
pairs the beginning of his temporal
work were notpot subject to death
and another thing they were not
subject to be shut out from the presspres


