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it is not very often that I1 take a texitext when
I1 attempt to preachreach but I1 have thought since
I1 was invitedinvited to address you that I1 would
take ononeetwotwo or three perhaps this after-
noon and make some remarks upon them I1
generally like to observe passing events and
to notice words and actions of0 men to study i

their Amportimport and bearing upon me and the
community it is upon some reflections of
this kind that I1 am about to speak and from
which I1 shall take mycay text

the first is a remark made by president
young you may call it the gospel according
to st young st brigham or what you please
and I1 am not very particular which book you
put it in or how you name it in some re 1

marks that he made to the inhabitants of
cache valvaivalleyvaileyleyhehe said this people will never
be driven ffromrom this territory except they
drive themselves this is part of my text
another part is contained in some remarks
made by president kimball this morning and
you may call it the gospel according to st
heber if you please it is something like
this I1 we can all be happy itif we have a
mind and disposition to it the
next iais from some writer I1 do not now remem-
ber his name he says man is the founder
of his own destiny 2

wherever there is a true principle presen-
ted it is well to investigate and see how far
it is applicable to us we eindgendfind here remarks
made and uttered of0 the greatest importance
to the human family we do not realize nor
appreciate their bearing fully neither do we
comprehend how far they concern or will af-
fect

I1

us nor the society with which we are as
sociated As intel igent beings as men pos 1

hessed with the spirit of truth as believers iain
the lord jesus christ as men who believe
that we are acting with reference to eternity
it is well for us afat all times to ponder wellweil
the path of our feet and understand the posi-
tion

I1

that we occupy on this earth to know as
near as possible the relationship that we sussusi 1

tain tpto god to each other to the world and i

as near as we can the various duties that de
volve upon us to attend to these are things
ththat we profess more or less to be governed
bbyY we profess to have a portion of the I1

spirit of truth and we pray frequently that
that spirit may guide and direct us 0n our
movements among the children of men let
us endeavor to be guided bybr it in all our busi-
ness relations and in ouiour intercourse with
ach other that it may governvernallvernailallail our actions I1

in life
these are feelisfeelingsC

s that we often have ex-
periencedperien ced andud yeiyelyet howbowow frequently we depart
from that spirit which we possess intuitive-
ly and the instructions from those who arare
teaching us the principles of truth

now there is nothing more true than these
sayings that I1 have repeated over in your
hearingbearing taking into consideration this peo-
ple and the position they occupy what iais it
andahl who are we why we profess to be the
people of god and we are the people of god
we profess to be isaints of the most high and
this is what we are in reality or should bete
thisibis does not of course apply to those who
are not saints we profess that this Is the
work of god in which we are engaged and
our profession is strictly correctcorrects when we
say this is the church and kingdom of god
we believe it and so it is and it is the only
church and the only kingdom that ilehe hashaa on
this earth in this generation that we know
anything aboutaboul we profess to know that
god has revealed his law that he has restored
the holy priesthood and that he is commun-
icating his will to the human family ceprowe pro-
fess to believe that the kingdom of god will
overrule and prevail over every other power
and everyevgryery other form of government and that
it will go on from strength to strength from
power to power from intelligence to intelli-
gence from knowledgeZ

to knowledge and that
in thete due i course of events it will rule over
the whole earth until every creature upon the
earth aand

1

tid under the earth and on the sea will
be subiesubjectct to the law of god to the kingdomkinzlo
of god to the dominion of god and to the

thcholy priesthood
this is our profession we believe it at any

mra we profess to believe it and if we do not
we further to bewe are b profess

electelect of god ietketsetaretaapartpait elected chosen bby7
lilillhitahina tto be hhighis servants to accomplish lilshis

workworl ipupon the earth inI1 thele first placeboplace
ourselves

to es-

tablish
ancorrect principlesprinciple a

and then tolo teach those princiaprincipleslesleg to others
no matter hat theyabw relate to whether to
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gogovernedverneaverned and regulated by thetie law of god
thesetheses are some of our views and feelings re-
spectingspecting our religion and its influence upon
oureur actions

if these things are correct and they most
assuredly are we are gods people and he is
bound by everything that iais calculated to bind
either man or god he to
of his people if they take care of themselves
if they honor their calling and priesthood ifit
thetheyug mamagnifyunify and do credit to the power and
authorityarity that is conferred upon them if they
do nobnothot deviate from correct principles god is
bound to fulfillfulfil all things according to the ob-
ligationsligat ions that he is under one of which is to
providepovide for his saints now where does the
rnainamattert t er rest taking it in connection wwithith the
first part of our text where does it necessa-
rily rest does it not rest with god it
does and he is faithful in his part who has
ever known god to depart from correct princi-
plesPI es come let me standstana up in his defence
if you please I1 never have and I1 am well
satisfied that you never did
there is not a man upon the earth put

his trust in god idoI1 do not care what part of the
world he has been in but what can say that
he delivered him I1 know that has been the
case with me emphatically so I1 have been
satisfied when in foreign lands and in strange
countries where I1 had no access but to the
almighty was on and I1 know
that he has answered my prayers
i we know that god lives because weire have
the things that we ask at his hands taking
it then in this point of view what is it that
can cause us as a people to suffer any diff-
iculty or trouble or privation it is alirour own
acts our own corruptionscorruptions our own faults and
weaknesses did weire not have a sample of it
this morning in the presidents remarks ilehe
said 1I have in years gone by gone almost
shirtless and I1 have gone to men who had
plenty but they would not trust me ten dol
iaralara well he was faithful and they could
not deprive him of that to which he was en-
titled they might deprive him of the ne-
cessariesces saries of life and of those things that
would make him and his family comfortable
and happy for the time being but they could
not put anything between him and the kinking-
dom of god that being who had protpromisednised
to stand by him aridand whom he continued to
fear blest him temporally andad spiritually he
supplied all his wants enabled him to feed
and admadministerinister to those individualsis who were
so penurious that they could not trust in god
Is not that a proof of the poipolpositiontion rlamiamam taking
it is and you can seeate proof after proof and
circumstance after circumstance I1 could name

manimantmany of them
I1 havebaveave seen thosethese that were cast

down I1 have seen the meekmeela exalted and the
poor made to rejoice in the holy one of israel
and seen ppeacebace and plenty poured into their
lapsolap so thathatt they have been comfortable and
happy while the other class have been cast
down become poor and destitute or if they
have wallowed in luxury they have sincebinceegonegone
to the devil

these are things which if yonyou jivillilllii re-
flect upon they will produce good restiltsresults if
they lead you to conduct and regulite your
heart by the spirit of truth andana the law of
god itisit is well to study the world and the
overrulinge

aral hand of god you will see many
ivpursueursu the path of luxury and ease and nesnez
hectct their priesthood and their god and the
resulresult twillwill bee as those mentioned I1 speak of
this as a general principle as one that exists
between god and this earth man assisted
by the lord iais the founder of his own destiny
we donotdo not always see this principle developed
at once sometimes the hand of god is with-
held and he suffers hisbis people to be chastenedchasteneychast ened
at present this appears hard and to some it
seems urgent yet it is for their good this
principle has existed to a great extent aamonginong
the nations of the earth they are raisedd uup
andadd cast down they come incoinso encexistencee
grow flourish and expand and are powerful
and by a touch they crumble wither andaud
decay but the nations know not god they do
not observe hishig laws and have no claim upon
his protection it hashay been so from the com-
mencementmen cement and it will continue so until the
winding up scene it willapply to the human
family until the earth shall bee redeemed

it is true that these things are not always
visible to oar senses we sometimes seetoe the
wicked flourish just as david said liehe did but
bye and bye they are cut down threthere is no
pity in their death neither is threthere that kindly
feeling that is manifested for the righteous

good men have hadbad to endure affliction cDO
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others have realized it as those did in ancient
times there is no difference between this
latter and former dispensation in thisais respect
those who have held the priest-
hood many of whom had the gifts of the holy
ghost and much of the spirit of prophecy
even whereVh ere there was no organization of
priesthood or of the kingdom of god upon the
earth but they stood as isolated charactercharacterssinin
the world and maintained their integrity be-
fore god butbat we have a kingdom the pat-
tern ofor which has been revealed from the great
god given for our own happiness and salva-
tion and with the kayinlaying of the foundation
of his kingdom on the earthcartei ththereere is a promise
given unto us that the powers of darkness
andana all the power of hell combined shall not
prevail against this kingdom in this

we differ from all others
at the time that jesus lived the apostles

entertained this hope respectsrespectingdg the kingdom
that he organized but long before that it had
been prophesied that a certaincertain power should
prevail against the saints and that chekinhe king-
dom 0with its organization should pass fromfrOM
the earth and this all came to pass but such
will never betie the case with this kinkidkindomkingdom0 dom
here Is the difference between the didispensa-
tion

spensa
of jesusjesua and the one in which welne live

the lord organized this eaith for a certain
purpose and placed you and I1 upon it and
also millions of beings who came here before
us and passed into another state ilehe organ-
ized it for a certain purpose and it will ac-
complishcom its desigiodesi gin so also will thefhe human
family should aI1 say then that god is the
arbiter of his own fate

you will allow me to mix up my texts I1
presume for I1 do not mean to take up firstiferstlfirstlyy
secondly and thirdthirdlyy but I1 mean to use themthein
wherever I1 think they will apply

Is god the arbiter of his own fate there
is no necessity for this for god rules and
reigns and controls things at his pleasure
will righteous men always be trodden under
foot by their enemies no for it is contrary
to the design of god he has given us ability
to choose the good and refuse the evil we
can work iniquity or righteousness justasjust as
we please and the devil has taken advantage1

e
of this and tried to surround mans mind wiwitht li
such influences as would brinbring about their
ruin that he mightmi lit lead them captivecaptive afat hisbis
will the lord has not bound them nor con
troied them but the result of their actions he
hashag controlledoled whenever they have taken a
course that was of itself calculated to injure
his peopeopleae

tilethe Llordd says the wrath of man shall
praise me and the remainder I1 will restrain
ilehe will let mankind pursue happiness in their
own way and according to their desire he
will let them drink the cup of their own 1ini-
quity

lillii
I1inn their own way on the other hand

he hashai manifested his goodness and will con-
tinue to do it to all hisbis children what does
he design to accomplish the building up of
this kingdom upon the earth the estaestablish-
ment

blish
of righteousness the daivdrivinging back of the

adversary and the binisbanishinghingbing ot his satanic
majesty from the earth by this means the
prinprinciplescepl es of truth will be extended through-
out the length and breadth of the earth and
all will bow to god and his christ and the
chosen ones will administer the ordinances of
his house forever and ever

the almighty hadbad this object in view longiong
I1 ago the old prophets testified of it in genera-
tions1 that are passed job who was said to
have been a very patient man of it in
his day and the Aapostlesastles of our lord talked
about the time wienwhen jesus would come to
reign uuponpon the earth visions dreams and
rerevelationsveatronveat ionslons are multiplied upon this subject
the lord is a little more capacious in his
views than we are and calculates more large-
ly and things that look very great and impor-
tant to us are very small with him

i it is said that a thousand years with us isis
as one day with the lord ilehe will bring to
pass the work which he has designated and
and what will it be it will be the destruc-
tion of the ungodly and the exaltation of the
saints to a celestial kingdom0 and glory it
will be the resurrection oiof the dead and the
exaltation of all who have obeyed him to
thrones dominions principalities and powers
in worlds that areard prepared for the faithful
then he will have accomplished his purposes
with regard to this world then those men
who have sufferedered for a long time will feel
like old job when hebe said 1 know that my
redeemer liveth and that liehe shall stand at
the iatterlatter day enrinupon fu15 earth and triouthough0b
j er my 8skin worms destroy this body0 betinyet in
myray flesh shall I1 see god whom I1 shall see for

i
myself aultillaall ranorane eyesete shallshak androd notliot
notherndotnotberiheri tthoughmol

1
4 mareinaareinra rein DCc consumed thiothin

me 1

t it hii by the spirit of truth uldaidand the revela-
tions of01 god to job that elabed himlam to say
F1 oldib b licisis this lo10loylovboy yatv t iiiilliiiili my

lmh goegov
pathfather itb bvi will domacomaconic forth in therethe re

oheast bi aw the
loralord atad wis glad hache J p
enjoy all thethi beininblessingss freij 1

he willtrill accodaccomplishP ish all that is written concerticoncern
ing him and tthatha t hashals beenbean predicted by thothe
propprophetsbets

the apostle Stepstephenhelihelf prophesied of this and
said dodgodgo promised to abrahamabranam that he wouldWouid
give him this land and he will fulfill his prom-
ise abraham will inherit that which was
promised to him upon this earth when hohe
has fulfilledfaifalfilled his destiny in other respects
then the promised land will be awarded to
him I1 might enumerate many other circum-
stances and instances of a similar kindk 1nd theThe
lord called joseph smith to be a prophet
seer and revelator As soon as this was donedone
the devil was ready for the opposition and
said I1 shaishall stand in my place and what
will joseph smith be able to accomplish we
say that he wiltwill accomplish all that is required
of him of all

one of the ancients said although the
fifigtreetree shall notdot blossom neither shall fruittruittruittebe
I1inriththeevinevine the labor of the olive sshallshail faltfaitfail
and the fields shall yield no meat thethellockflock
shall be cut offff from the fold and therethre shall
be no herd in the stall yet I1 vu ill rrejoicedejoice

f inini
1

the lord I1 will joy in the god of my salva-
tion 1

who has been injured by the late crusade
of the united states agoustaga ast us with oheoneone
of the best eequipped armies that ever was or-
ganized in aethe unitedcited states they came to
crush thisthia people and to wipe us out of exist
ence defiant menacing threatening proud

I1
and haughty with all the parade the pomppompi
and circumstance of war but the lord put a
hook in their nostrils tripped them of their
glory left them shivering in the cold and fed
them on mules legs wrowhovvhs has been hurohurt

we are still hhereere and god is ccontrol diging
matters for our good prestpresh young says it will
continue to be so if we live our religion as we
understand it leave the wicked alonealonea foror those
who are opposing the church of christ can-
not hurt usgus and all such characters willlitell
have their portion in the lake that burns wih
fire and brimstone then let uuss gird up 0ourur
loins and maintain the princ piesples of ti uth do-
all we can to root out iniquity from our midst
but let the wicked wallow in the fi thine sa of
theirthele own debaucheriesdebaucheries

behave separatedseparaeded ourselves from the worldworle
in which we live we have been baptized by
immersion in water for the remission of sins
we have had hands laid upon u for the gift ofar
the holy ghost and the question with us now
is shall we condescend to go again into the
beggarly elementseleeiementa of the world pr shaibhai kwe
continue in obedience to the lawjaw of god if12
we dpdo not obey the law which the gowhelord babbaa
given for our gulguiguidancedince we shallshail go down to
destructionaestdestructionruction and our second state will be far
worse than the first we are now laying a
foundation for ourselves and our posterity and
what is it that will flash upon our minds jjrjit
we turn away from the truth we shall
think of the time when we thought we were
the saints of god we shall think of our as

this people and these reflec-
tions will greatly increase our misery

are we not the framers of our own destiny t

are we not the arbitrators of our fate thisibis
is another part of my text and I1 argue from
it that it is our privilege 10to determine our
own exaltation or depredationdegre dation it is our priv i
ilelleliegee to determine our ownowr happiness or mismibmisimisti1
ery inn the world to comeorne what is it that
brings happiness now that makes us s jov
ous inin our assembling together jt Jss not
wealth for you may pour wealth honor in
flfluenceuerice and all the luxuries of this worlworlddintointoinjo
the lap of man and destitute of the spirit of
god he will not be baptyhappy for that lathe only
source from which true happinessaap and comfort
can come
if I1 am doing right am preparing for thronenegnep

E
principalitiesr I1

c
1 palipallpolitiesties and dominions resolved by the

helpheipp off god that no man shall rob me of my
crown with thisthil view of toethe subject all thetho
outward circumstances of this life do not
trouble me

I1 know it is the case ahathat many men would
like to have everything they can desire or
thank of and I1 used to think ifit I1 were the
lord I1 would give the people every thing they
wantedall the money a 11 the honor all the
riches and allml the splendor their hearts could
desire but experience andana
caused me to change my mind for I1 knowkhow
that euchsuch policy would not be 99 od for the i
human faifamilynily

thefordthe lordnord will try thithiss people in all thingsthi
that they may be prepared force estial glory

brethren and sisters the time to bring our
meeting to a close has come I1 will therefore
bring my remarks to a close and pray god to
bless you in the name of jesus christ amen
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