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and there shall come forth a rod outout
ofotheitbe stem of jessejease and a branch shall
grow out ofochiahisbis roots

and thetha spirit odthe lord shall rest
upon him the spirit of wisdom and un-
derstandingder the spirit of counsel and
might thetho spirit 0of knowledge and of
the fear of the lord

and shallshail make him ofor quick undeunder-
standing

r
in the fear of the lord and

he shall not judge after the sight ochiabf his
eyes neither reprove after the hearinhearing9of his eansears

but with righteousness shallshail he judge
the poor and reprove with equity for
the meekhidek of the earth and hee shall
amitesmite the earth with the rod of his
mouth and with the breath of hisbis lips
shall he slay the wicked

and righteousness shall be the girdle
of his loins and faithfulness the girdle
of his reins

the wolf alsaisalsoaiso oshallshall dwell with the
iamblamb and the leopard shall lieile down
with the kid and the calfand the youngyoun9lion and the falling together and a lit 1

tietle child shall lead them
and the cow and the bear shall feed

their young ones shall lieile down togeth-er and the lion shall eat straw like theox
and the sucking child shall play on

the hole of the asp and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the cockaatrices den

they shall not hurt nor destroydestroy in allmy holy mountain for the earth shall i

be full of the knowledge of thethelthelfordlordjord as
the waters cover phebea Isaiah ahadchapar to ath verses

in my youth or childhood while at-
tending sunday school this was one ofmy and oueone which I1 was taughtto believebelleve required to a very great ex-
tent to be spiritualizedspi ritualized in order to be
understood it has been in accordance
with the traditions of the various reli-gious sects for a longalong time to believe
that a large portion of the scriptures
possessed a twofoldtwo fold and sometimes athreefoldthree fold spiritual meaning and it isprobable that this belief gave rise to agreat extent to the system of text
preaching which has been reduced toan art that is a certain rule is applied
to any portion of scripture taken as a

to which rule the sermon
or discourse must be just so long or
short as prescribed by the rule it must
be divided and subdivided each divis-
ion being devoted to one of the severalsubjects treated upon by the preacherto such an extent has this system ofpreaching been carried in the chris-tian world that published skeletons of
sermons are necessary and have become
an appendage with almost every minis-ter when a text is selected perhaps
the opinion certain learned divines
have to be consulted in order to throw
increased light upon the subject under
consideration for it has been a feeling
among ministers that they must ex-
plain the meaning of every passagecassago in
the bible and to babe unable to do so is
considered derogatory to their profes-
sion this I1 presume has given riseto the great variety of opinions which
has arisen concerning the meaning of
certain passages in the bible and this
same cause may have contributed to in-crease the number of religious sectsyaaboutbout the year 1820 there was in thewestern portion ofnew york state con-
siderablesiderable excitement upon the subject
of religion and what are termed revi-
vals werewera quite common joseph
smith at that time lived in manchester ontario county in that state and
attended these meetings the testimo-ny which he heard from the pulpit ofthe actual necessity of men preparing
themselves for a future state had more
or less influence upon him in awaken-ing those solemn reflections in his mindwhich they were designed to awaken

these religious meetings were con-
ducted by several protestant sects
among whom the principal ones were
presbyteriansrians baptists and methodists
these denominations united together toa certain extent during the excitementbut at its close therethem arose a kind of
wrangle among them as to who should
have the converts A considerable
number of persons haihad been converted
and had obtained what was termed a

hope and the question was whichsociety shall they join considerable
IIIill feeling grew out of this excitementor wrangle over the divisions of the
spoils

joseph smith had reflected much dur-
ing this period especially at its close

when he saw these christian people
up feelings of vindictiveness
each other in relation to the converts
he sought the lord by prayer and fast-ing to know which one of these severaldenominations it would be proper forhim tOJOto join his mother two of hisbrothers and one of hisbia sisters hadjoined the presbyterian church but he
remained undecided while in thisstate of mind he read in the epistle ofthe apostle james if any of you
lack wiswisdomdoindoln let him ask of god whoto all men liberally and up
braideth not and it shall bebe givenhim ilehe accordingly sought the lordfor a knowledge of these things andrhenthen about fifteen years of age he re-
ceived a vision from the albigalmightyaty an
angelaugel made him a visit and of him hemade the inquiry as to which of thesects he should join he was some-
what astonished at being told that theyhad all gone out of the way he hadnaturally concluded that some one ofthem must be right but the angel in-
formed him that they had all gone out
of the way they all had some truthbut not one came up to the standard andana
it was not his attach himself toany of them but thatthabteabteat it was the design
of the almighty to reveal the princi-
ples of the gospel in their original puri-ty for the salvation of the human
family heele was Instructinstructedel to be hum-ble and to seek the lord by prayer andhe would receive instructions fromtime to time as he might be prepared

visions were reneated him
occasionally commencing when he wasnear fifteen years old and remaining
with him more or lessleas until the day ofhis death

the question which naturally arose
in the mind of joseph at this time ofreligious excitementsexcitements was which of thesects is right and that question was
answered as I1I1 have indicated

after the death of the ancient apos-
tles the church had gone astray andhad wandered into darkness in thecourse hundred years it became
the dominant religion and waswag estab-lished through theromanthe romanboman empire theheathen temples were transformed intochristian churches but with thischange came a degeneration whichcontinued until thetho times generally de-
nominated by protestants thereforeatlon when such men as waldo lut-her calvin and others came denounc-ing the errors follies and corruptionscorrupt ionswhich had crept into the Church whichthey undertook to reform this workwas continued by subs equen trbeform ersinlq the english church and from them

down to the present daylay
I1 remember in my childhood inquir-ing of my father where the presbyteri-

an church of which he was a memberhad its origin he said it originated
with the apostles I1 then inquired
where the methodists had their originhe told me they ororiginated with mr
wesley nearly a hundred years ago inengland this led me to inquire why
it was that they did not all join thethopresbyteriansrians who had their origin
with the apostles wellweli 11 said my
father they all think they nave theirauthority and origin from theapostles
I1 found out by this that it was a mere
question of opinion I1 felt very anx-
ious in my youth to become acquainted
with the plan of salvation and I1 at-
tended religious meetings for that pur-
pose there was in my native town
potsdam in the state of new york agreat number of what were called

protracted meetings ataft which many
veryiery eloquent sermons were delivered
totomakemake known to us the way of lifeilfe and
salvation or the certain destruction
that awaited the wicked and the great
necessity of repenting and obtaining a
knowledge of the lord I1 heard these
discourses for days one of these meet-
ings lasted twelve days three meetings
a day another lasted seventeen days
most of which I1 attended very zealous-
ly endeavoring to obtain a change of
heart but I1 could not feel as mansmanimansfeltmany feitfelt
and in consequence of that I1 was sealedsealed
up by the minister to eternal damna-
tion in the name of jesusjebus christ being
the only sinner in the gallery the
minister pointing his finger directly at
me and using the singular number
repeating it over three times and then
repeating it again three times and
again three times more I1 came to the
conclusion that if any authority existed
in the presbyterian church it was very
little use for me to trouble myself any
further on the subject of religion

that brought me to investigate thehe
fuestionluestion where did the revbev frederick
BE canon who hadbad sealed me up toeternaleternal damnation obtain his author-ity to do BOso I1 learned that the pro-
testantste were apostates from the church
of romeborne and the church ofprometheyRomethey
said was the mother of harlots and

the aboabominateabominationsminati in of the eartharthe ly
I1

Thquequestionatlon immediatelytelteiy arose can
stream rise higher than its fountaincan a corrupt tree bring forthfruit I1 was told that the saviorhis apostles to all the world to
the gospel to every creature andtook their authority from that
reflections that would then arise
likilklikeilkeethisothisthis if I1 should present
at the court of st james with a copya commission issued by the president
the united states to johnohn damsadamsA
ask to be accredited as agent to
nation would I1 notnob subject myself
ridicule then as a matter of courseif I1 present myself as an apostlejesus christ claiming my authority bybvirtue of a commission given to thetz
twelve apostles by the saviour wouldI1 not place myself in the same positionI1 ceitacettacertainly would if a man preachesthe gospel of jesus christ he must havethoritauthorityauauthorityy given to him directly to dosobosodo soask these various denominations
they have had revelations for them-selves and they will unanimouslyno and they will tell you that rev-
elationselations ceased with the writingsjohnjohn the divinelivine this is the generalopinion amongstZ them the result isthat a new source must be opened upand itift was on this account that joseph
smith by calling upon the lord withall his might and falthfaith received thisauthority by special revelationrevelation a spe-
cial revelation of the holy priesthood to
organize the church and to administerin its ordinances

the church was organized on the athof april 1830 it was composed of six
members and no sooner was it organ-
ized than a persecution was commenced
against it in the shape of vexatious
lawsuits and mob violence and a great
variety of abuse waa heaped upon the
head of jos smith and his fellow labor-
ers however they continued to beartestimony and administered the ordi-
nances of the gospel to others and
ordained them and so the work was

increase
and he continued the mission with
which he was intrusted for some four-teen years after the organization of
the church I1 when helashe was slain whileunder the Pprotection of the state of
illinois with the faith of the state
pledged by the Govgovernorefnoreinor for hishid safety
and a fair trial he was murdered bya mob of one hundred and fifty men
with blackened faces who surrounded
the prison where hebe was detainedthey killedbilled him and his brother hyrum
elder john taylor who was with them
receiving four wounds 1 I

to joseph had been
brought before forty seven tribunals
charged with a variety of crimes but
in every instance he had proved his
innocence and but once was he brought
before a tribunal that was not opposed
to him religiously through the labors
of himself and his brethren a
ber of persons had been brought intothe church a number of settlements
had been established which had as
often been broken up and at the time
of his death there were residing in nau-
voo and its vicinity some twenty thous-
and personapersons the people were remark-
able for their industry good order and
civility I1 and nothing had been proved
against them in any court either civil
ecclesiastic or military the records ofoi
the state so far as our people were
concerned were clean and the whole
persecutionersecution was an outrage upon the
lawsaws of the state and the constitution
f the united states
from the organization of the church

ipup to the death of joseph the people
ladhad purchased a great quantity of landlaud
n the state of missouri they paid thegovernment of the united states

dollars for land the most of whichwhickwhich
they still own they were driven from
thibhis land because it was said that they
reached and practiced a strange reli-

gion the leaders of the mobs them-
selves acknowledged that thelethere was no
legalegal grounds for their persecutions
and danl dunklinDun kiinklio the governor of
missouri declared of his com-
munications that the constitution and
aws of the state were ample for the

of the mormonscormonsMormons 11 but the
lreire of the people of the state
werevere sogo great that it was useless to at-
tempt to enforce the laws there is
one reflecting upon
thesehese things and that is that whenever
thathat glorious day arrives in which the

constitution ofot the united states be-
comes the supreme law of the land and
s respected as such the latter day
saints can return and again inhabit
and enjoy their homes in missouri forjackson county missouri iais the place
which god selected for the centre stake
of zion and the day willwil come when
the most magnificent templetempie ever built
on the face of the earth to the name ol01

jehovahhovah will be builtulli there and
be the blessed privilege of the latterday saints in due time to performperfo rin this
work

the death of the prophet undnd patri
arch was of course a great blow to the
feelings of the peoplepepie and it was be-lieved throughout the world that itwould put auan end to the organization
of the church men in high places sent

I1 gifts congratulating each other on their
I1 death thanks were returned in the
I1 pulpit that these false prophets hadbadbeeneen destroyed many acknowledged
that their murder was an outrage upon
the laws of the country and discredit-able to the state but then it was a goodthing they were dead if10 howeverproved that the death of individualswas not the death of an organizationor the destruction of a people thework which joseph had commencedwas continued by his followers pre-
vious to his death it had been revealedto him and he had told the brethren inso many words what was to befall himhinihe hadbad designated the men to teardear offthe work he had completed the or-ganization administered all the ordi-nances had borne testimony to thesaints and thousands were witwitnessesbielis es
that upon the head of brigham young
and the twelve apostles waswawaylaidlaia theresponsibility to go forth aud carry onanthe work which he had commencedand the foundation of which he hadbad sosoo
gloriously laid hishio death renderedhim a martyr for it was well knownthat he was arrestarresteded on a trumped upfictitious chargechange one on which his aaa
cuders dared not risk an investigation
knowing that he would be dischargedthe result was that thousands and tensof thousands who hadbad before looked onwith the idea that he was a masterspirit and that he could preach doc-trines and principles in a wonderfulmanner now began to feel that therewas a sanctity connected with him
and from being simply lolookers on many

believers
of his death the saintswere engaged in building a temple thepattern of which was given by revela-tion and ahiah oheyobey were commandedto build they labored to complete thisthid

temple and when it Wwasgasas discdiscovered0veredthat the people were not broken up af-ter their prophets death p as had been
anticipated organizationsorgan were again
formed for their destruction theseorganizations commenced their attacks
on the scattered settlements burning
the houses of the people and inflicting
personal vioviolencelenee upon them in one
week they burned about dwelling

with their stacks barns andother property while doing this theysent abroad to the world the intelli-gence that the mormonscormonsMormons had madean attack on the other citizens therebeing by the saints
of course the truth of the matter soon
become known and the sheriff of thecounty issued orders calling forth ato put a stopstepto to these burningsno sooner was this done than an army
was marched into the neighborhood
but no attempt was made to arrest the
house burners A sham trial was held
over four or five of the men engaged inthe murder of joseph and harumismith I1 but they were acquitted infact during the t irneline that intervened1

between their examination midarid trialthey were allowed to go at large on
their own recognizance only a thous-
and dollars being required and at the
time of the euialemial aaas it was termedter ined
they were HONORABLY acquitted
although it was very well understood
by jury witnesses court and spectators
that these men were guilty of the mur
bersanddersand had taken a leading part in allthe acts of violence oppression and in-justice against the latter day saints
in illinois but not one of them nosnox any
who ever took part in any of these out-
rages were punished

after this house burning had been
stopped a convention repriserepresentingn tin g nine

held at carthage at which
it was resolved that the latter day
saints could not remain in illinois and
thomas ford then governor of thestate informedinform td them through honstephen A douglass and gen john JXharding that it was impossible for them
to remain in the state we then wrote
letters to the governors of every state
in the union except missouri also to
the president of the united states ask-
ing for protection in these states theletters were no doubt received adansan ans-
wer was received only from governor
thomas drew of Arkaarkansastigasrigas recom-
mending the latter day saints to settisettiesettlein oregon territory anam arrangement
waswag made with the mob that the saints
should leave nauvoo and vicinity in a
reasonable time on condition that mob
violence and vexatious law suits should
cease and that assistance should be


