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United States Commlssioner Norrell
On bekalf of the defendants O. W.
Powers, g0 the Tribune reports, sug-
gested that owing to the personal reja-
tione between the Court and one of the
defendants it miglt be rather embaor-
ressing for the Court to bear the case,
and he went on tostate that he was
“rerftetly willing to have the ocase
trar eferred?” if he could agree with
the attorney for the prosccution, The
case was “transferred,” Judge Norrell
refusing to hear it under the circumn-
stancee, and it went before Justice
Kroeger.

As roon as the case wus opened
Powers objecied to the tranefer, He
claimed that the Justlce bhad no power
over the defendante; that Judge Nor-
rell bad no power to meke thls “‘arbi-
frary transfer;’” that nocause had been
shown why he could not have gone on
wiih tbe trivl.at d that the change had
only been made at *‘the suggestion of
the Court.”

Mr. Critchlow, evidently surprised ut
such an appsrent trick, showed thay
the objection wason a pure technicality
and fook the ground that the Justice
had full jurisdiction. However, the
Court thought it prudent to take time
to” concider the queetion and go the
cnse went over until Monday after.
noon.

Is not this what In other places is
known ze peltifoggl @7 Andls it not
quite compsatibhle with the usual
methods of the political juggler who
has obtained ro much notoriety of a
certain kind In thig Terrltozy? Anu
does it look as though the defendants
were a8 anxious as he makes out for &
ppeedy and impartial triai? Powers,
Goodwin and Nelson, Goodwlin, Nel-
poD and Powers makea very harmoni-
oue trinity and are fittingly asscelated
in this action.

THE CHURCH UNIVERSITY.

YEsTERDAY Dr. James E. Talmage,
after an abee: 0e of one month, returs-
ed from his trip to the east in the in-
tereat of the Church Unlversity. One
of the objects of the journey was to ar-
range for the purchese of eclentific ap-
paratus, in whiocbh he was in every way
sacceesful. Much of the apparatus tu
be procured will have to be imported
from Europe, and It will therefore be
fome time before it reaches this eity.

Another reazon for tke trip of Dr.
Talmage wss to obtain informutlop
with regard to the arrangement and
cenduct ©of laberatories for sclentifio
work in the moest extersive and best
conducted educatiopal institutions ot
the country. Among the bigh class
ectablishmenta vislled were those of
Howard, Yale, Johns Hopkin, and
Clark. At each of them the Doctor
was treated with marked courtesy and
every dJdesired facllity was afforded
him to secure the information sought.

The new building in which theuni-
vergity will begin & sclentifip course ia
being erected, as heretofore stated, on
the grounds belonging to the Latter-
day Saluts® College. It {8 the inten-
tion to push It rapjdly to completion.

——

Tbe Board ¢f Trade of Dubugue, Ia.,
has appointed a committes to prej.are
an exhibit for that elty to be sent to
the World’s Falr.

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

[TERRESTRIAL DISTURBANCES.

BAXNGIR, on whicb & {hcueand peo-
p!e were recently deplroyed by a vol-

¢anic eruytion, is an island ;located in

the Malsy Archipeligh ® between
Celebes and Mindanio. © It 1s thirty
miles long and its average width s ten
miler, ?hr surfnce {a mountainous
and lhe voicano i located pDear the
centre of 1t

The pituntion of the gurrounding
poj Wation is pitiable. In addition to
the dertiuction of &0 mapy of the peo-
ple, who were engulphed in siresmeof
molten Java, an immenee number of
bouses were demolithed by rocke
thtow n over the island from the crater,
apnd the crops .are pracleally anni-
hilated, so that = famine is threatered.

Voleaniec activify hag begun in a
number of parts of the earth simui-
tupecusly. Etna is on the rampage,
terrifying the fuhabitants of the
surrounding  ccuuntry. Volcanoes
are recognized a8 the safety
valves of 1he globe, enabling
it to throw ofl’ matter generated under
the surface that would otherwite cauze
tremendous terrestrial convulsions.
While the volcanie operations doubt-
less moderate the earthquake produc-
ing forces, they by no means entirely
eliminate them. In tact their opera-
tion I an {ndiention of seismiec dis-
turbancce being moat likely to oceur
theu when the voleapnoes are silent.
Earthquakes are among the peculiar
copditions of the times. They were to
be among the Indicatlons which were
to be precursory of the comling of
{hrist, and therefore may be expected
to tnke place in theee days with more
or less [requency. Bome of the dis
turbances of this character of the laet
few years have been apjallingly
destructive, o..e of the most recent
being that which engulphed a large
number of people in Japan, ‘

REMARKS ABOUT ASIATIC CHOLERA

———

THE Apsiatic oholera always seems
to origluate 1u the Orlent—particularly
io India—and spread over Ruesla to

the Baltic provinces &and through"
Egypt and Turkey topouihern Europe,
The little anlmale, whioh are thought
to be the caure of the dread diseage,
follow in their march of death regular
gecgraphidal boundarles with but few
varlations. .

The cauges of the epldemic are but
Iittle understood beyond the fact—
which 18 pow generally acospted—
that it is owing to the presence cf
unusugliy large numbers of bacteria
which "enter the human hody and
destroy it. But what are the condi-
tions under which they nre geperaled,

Bome investigators clalm to have
traced them to are ligleus rite of the
Mohammedan ‘religion. The yearly
pilgrimage to Mecca alwaygs Ia brought
to a close by the great feast called
kurban heiram, or feast of glits. On
that day thousunds of devotees kili;
one or more an'mals, 10 remembranoe ;
of the intended pacrifice of Lsaac by
Abraham, and gleo in honor of their
dead ancestors. Vast herds of sheep
and caitle are on that day gathered
together in a valley in the vicluity of

Mecca, Even the poorest will endeavor
io offer 2 ram, while the wealthier peo-

ple kill camele, Instances are related
of Khalits who have slaln a8 many gag
a thourand animals. And it is zaid
that after this feast, carcasres aprg
strewn about on the ground iun jm.
menss numbers. The whole-Moh:m.
medan world celebrates this dgy
In & simllar manoer. Every city ang
village has its sacrifices, commencin

with sunrise and continulog through.
out the day. Along the seu coaata,
where the billows wash away blood
entrajls, ete., the effects are lese notice.
able, but near the inland citier, wherg
the offal e left on the ground, the
stench is simply indescribable, It wag
serlously questioned, a few years ngn
whether the Mohammedan World
sheuld be nllowed to contirue a yrqge.
tlce of thie kind, which is evldenuy
fuvorable to the generation of all sorfg
of epidemics, particularly that of
cholera. Thke Turkish and Egyptign
governments have in luter years trieq
by quarantine tules, to minimize thg
darger, but the precautions are insyg.
ficient.

A striking theory wus Oﬂglt’nted
scme yeals ngo In Frauce and is pe.
ginning to attraclt atteolion among
solentista, Tt la to the effect that the
bacteria are supposed to be alwayg
present in the ground, where they arg
comparatively harmless. Certain ¢on.
ditlons conneoted with the atmosphere
calls them forth and develops them
ready for their work of destruction,
The conditions are supposed to depengd
iu the roain, on such alteratlons in the
rays of light as would be caused by
the presence of sun epots in a0 unusug)
degree, or by the refraction of the rayg
of the sun through cometary matier ha.
fore striking the atmosphere. Thig
theory will no doubt Lens thoroughly
Investigated as posslble. Bhould it pe
found well substantlated, it would seem
to prove that theold traditions in whigh
disasters on earth are counected with
the luminaties of beaven are npt gltga
gether the results ol superstition.

—_——

THAT TERRIBLE COMMERCE
DESTROYER.

TuE United Btates cruiser, Itunched
at Philadelphia ou Tucsday laet, ig
pald to be a marvel of naval architeg-
ture. Bhe was christened ““Columbigr?
by Mias Morton, daughter of the Vige-
President. Durlng the period of her
conatructlon in the yarda she was
known as the ““Pirate.”” she la guar-
anteed by her bullders, the Cram; g, ta
#ail around the world in one hundred
days without recoaling. Her bunker
capacily is 2,000 tons of coal; a aupply
sufficlent to last 109 days, making at
the rate of ten knots an hour.

This vessel was built epecially for
dentroying commerce, that of an
enemy of course. In appearange sh:e
resemchles the ordinary merchantman.
She in no particular resembles a Heht.
ing ship, that is, on the outslde. Bhe
ir capable of a sustained speed of 21
kpote an hour, Her indicated horses
power is 20,5600, and displavement
7,300 tons. It is coufidently asserted
that she ¢an outrun the swiftest of the
traps-Atiantic greyhousds. In fnet,
if ahe cannot do this the government
peed not accept her. Her contract
cails for 22 kncte an hour on trial trips,
The best hour’s work ob record s that
of the ‘Teutonic,”’ 21.6 knots, but she




