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not receive the Holy Ghost. The
Holy Bpir t is given to be a comfort-
er and Lo reveal things th come to the
children of men. ‘Tiris sevins then
to be one of the richest gifts that
can be bestowed upun mankiod.
At the Uay of Pentecost the gift of
the Holy Ghoust was made plainly
manifest, when the people, although
composed of many different uvation-
alities, understond the teachings
that were Jelivered and many rose
and spokeintongues nod prophesiv.
The Holy Spirit regenerates meu

physically sod spitituslly, and
Urings people of (od to nnity and
harmony.

Now, how is & man enabled to
koow that Joseph Swmith was a
prophet? This koowledge must be
revenled, for no ome kooweth the
Father except through the 8Bon, uor
the Son, ubless thé Father reveals
Him. Peter koew that Jesus was
Christ, hecause Gud had re-
vealed it to blin, This plan all men
must fidlow io order to obtain
knowlelge. No one can bear the
testimony that he kuows Jo=eph
S8mith to be & propnst unless
through the Holy Ghost. 1f a man
can testify to the world that he has
& knowledue of the truth, [ judge
that he hag repented of his sips and
been baptlzed. And it isnot strange
that a man, havipg complied with
thess conditions, should recelve the
Bpirit. One is just as much entitied
to this gift a8 anolher under equal
circumsatapces. I also will testify
that | kuoow that this work is of
God. The volce of the Lord has
come from heaven and [ promise
every one who whl repent and he
haptized that be shall receive the
Holy Ghaost.

I have seem much persecution
agalust this peoply, but God has pre-
served us and will do so in the
future. He has ted us and brought
us here that we may keep His com-
mamiments. This people bave al-
ways been pursecuted, buenuse they
have the truth, apd many men of

the ~“world kpoow it It s
oot ou accouné of any out-
ward e@ircumstances or leecause

of socinl duegradation, nor for the
Iack of thrift, but slnply because
we are a teligious, Christian peopls,
not of the world. If we were of the
world, the world would love their
own, but because God has taken us
out from the world we are hated by
them. May we never do anything
that is wrong, whether it is fashion-
able or not. <

Formerly there were in this
Territory no  drunkenness, ou
saloons, 0o children born

out of wedlock. When other people
came, that was what troubled them.
They wauted Inx practices, but
could wot find noy in cur mi lst.
Tuat was their greatest trouble.
May Gol bless yon all with the
splrit of the everlasting Gospel, thiat
You may be as a light on a hill,
shining before all the worhif, that
they may see your good works and
glorify the Father who isin heaven.

The conference adjourued till 2
o’elock p. m.

The ehoir sang the anthem:

“Wh is like unto thae, O Lord?"

Benediction by Patriarch John
Bmith. -
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The afternoon mecting com:
menced at two o’clock, {lounselor
Joseph E. Taylor presiding. There
Wug 8 Very largeattendance, inelud-
ing many visitors, the galleriesbeing
wall filed.

The choir nod eongregation sang
the hymn:

Praise to the man whe ¢commaoned with
Jehovuh ;
Jesus ancinted “ihiat Prophet and Seer.™

Prayer was offered by Bishop
Orson F. Whitpey.

- The chuir sang the hymn begin-
ning:

Ye children of onr God.

Yo Saints of lalier days.

The Priesthood of the Sixteenth
Ward offigiated in the admlnistra-
tion of the Sacrument.

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS

was ealled to address the congrega-
tion. I rejuice, he sald, in the pri-
vilege of meeting with you in this
conference. 1 regard these con-
ferences a3 very solemn ocenpions,
a8 indeed are all the meetings of
the Saints. They are oceasions
when the very best wisdom
stiould be exhibited in  tench-
In;, counseling, and advising
wie Saints i relation to thelr duties
towards (dod and towards each
other. They are occasions when
the inspiration of heaven is neves-
8ary in order that the Baluts maay
be comforted aud cheered in the
times in which we live, that thelr
spiritua] stretgth may be renewed,
aml that they may Le prepared to
meet the events which are fast
crowding in upou us.

Weare liviug in a very importunt
age of the world, In n very im-
portant dispensation, in which and
through which God has decread the
toususn mation of His work concern-
ing the redemption of the wurld.
Wunre confrouted by events that
are burdened with importance to

the work of Ged im which
we  are engaged—events with-
out amd events within—circum-

stances gver which we have no con-
trol aud some which are to a certain
extent wnderour control,and which
muy be atfected by our couduct.
There sre eome things vecurring in
cunnectiopn with the work of God
that are entirely beyoud our powser
to influence. For instance, the
goverowent of the United States (of
which we form a part) has made up
its mind to dispussess the Raints of
their nccumulated property, and, so
far, the wisdom ofour wise Immen,
coupled with the best legal advice
that they cau procure, has been in-
adequate to stop the action on the
part of the woveronment. When a
nation makes up its mind to do a
thing it will require the strone
right hand. well armed.of anequally
stroug nption to prevent that act, or
else the jnterfi-rence of God. ’
Communities such as we are nie
unable to resist suceessfully the de-
terminatjon of n pation to' commlt a
theft. God alvoe h.s power to inter-
fera in behnlfof His Saints when
the time shall come. Other steps
may he taken io the same direction

property which belougs to it. They
may possibly, in their frenzy, make

to~teip the Uhurelh of more of the

bp their miods to go n step farther
than that and cunfiscate judividual
property, as they have property be-
lungiag to the peopls in common.
If they shall do 8o we are npable of
ourselves to stay their haods; but
these are events which the Latter-
day Saiots will be compwlled te leave
in the hamds of their Heavenly
Father. Bofurasl am cohecerned,

however, I am perfectly willing to .

leave all to His control und guldance,
knowing that He will do sli things
well in due time and season,
that in these things, as o all that
may take place by His permission,
His ewn mighty purposes will be
aeveloped and Hie oreat designs
accomplished. 1 may not be able at
ﬁesem to understand the detaila of

is work or comprehend in what
mapnuer He will briug goed out of
intended avil; but my confidence in
His wisdom and power lssimply
supreme,

Not long age [ was reading a
hiograpbical sketch of Napoleon
Bonaparte,amd therein his biograph-
er made this rem rk: “His ‘plaps,
bis designs seemed toinferior mindg
altogether imprueticable, and nl-
most impessitue, but in his hands
simplicity marked their develop-
ments and the success that they at-
tained vindicated their adoption;’’
aud [ am quite surs that this wiit
be the case. with the Almighty.
Hie ways are not as’our wayg, and
the workings amil opcrations of
His plaus may seewn to lead to
disaster, but if wueln putience shali
possess ouar souls, we shall find that
success will viodicate " all His
PUT pOSseA.

Bo far as [ am personally con-
cerned, if this nation has made up
its mind to snateh {rom the Latter-
day Batots their individual propur.
ty, | bave but ‘one regret, and that
is that my cottage is uot 8 mausion.
I »dmire more than I can tell the
man who was eaptured as aspy by
the Eoglish forees during  the
American  Revolution, snd who,
#hen the news was hrought to him
that he had hevn coademaed to be
hanged, replied, “I only regret that
[ have but one life to offer for m
eountry.”? I beiieve in that kiud of
courage, fuith aud devotion, and I
iope that it will be manifested—as I
am sure it will—in the lives of the
Latter-day Baluts.

The inhabitants of the earth have
not yet seen the full development,
strength and heroism that the Gus-
pol of Jesus Christ imparts to the
peopie. Our fathers have passed
through some very trying experi-
ences. Mob violence has wasted its
foree and strength In vain upon the
Chureh of Christ, anid, so far, legal
—mnot legal, but rather Congressional =«
enactinents have wasted thelr
strength and have not succeeded iu
destroying the work ef God. The
Christian world has made sharp its
arrows of ridicule, satire and irony,
but their imockings have been as
unavailing as all other meaus have
tween in this direction. They do not
kuow its strength, aod in the .ex.
serietice of the past few years, if
i eould,”l would tell thls entire
nativn that they have not as yet
sven ~ the spirit of Mormobirm
aroused in its strength. Netther



