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not receive the holy ghost the
holy spir t is given to be a comfort-
er and to reveal things to come to the
children of meu this seems then
to be one of the richest gifts that
can be bestowed upon mankind
at the day of pentecost the gift of
the holy ghost was made plainly
manifest when the people although
composed of many different nation-
alitiesali ties understood the teachings
that were Jelivereddelivered and many rose
and spoke in tongues and prophesied
the holy regenerates men
physically and spiritually and
bringa people of god to unity and
barnaharmonyony

now how leiis a man enabled to
know that joseph smith was a
prophet this knowledge mastbemust be
revealed for no one the
father except through the son nor
the son unless tha father reveals
him peter knew that jesus was
christ because god had re-
vealed it to him this plan all men
must follow in order to obtain
knowledge nooneno one can nearbear the
testimony that hebe knows joseph
smith to be a prophet unless
through the holy ghost if a man
can testify to the world that he has
a knowledge of the truth I1 judge
that he has repented of his sins and
been baptized and it is not strange
that a man having compliedcompiled with
thew conditions should receive the
spirit one is just as much entitled
to this gift as another under equal
circumstances I1 asoalso will testify
that I1 know that this work is of
god the voice of the lord has
come from heaven and I1 promise
every one who will repent and be
baptized that hebe shall receive the
holy ghost

I1 have seen much persecution
against this people but god has pre-
served us and will do sogo in the
future he has led us and brought
us here that yvewe may keep his com-
mandmentsmand mentsmenti this people have al-
ways been persecuted because they
havethehave the truth and many denofmen of
the world know it it lais
not on account of any out-
ward circumstances or because
of social degradation nor for the
lack of thrift but simply because
we are a religious christian people
not of the world if we were of the
world the world would love their
own but because god has taken us
out from the world we are hatedbated by
them may we never do anything
that Isia wrong whether itibieto fashfashionton
able or riotnot

formerly there were in this
territory no drunkenness no
saloons no children born
out of wedlock when other people
came that was what troubled them
they wanted lax practices but
could not find any in our mi lat
that was their greatest trouble
may god bless you all with the
spirit of the everlastingev erWitt ng gospel thatyou may be as a light on a hillbill
shining before all the world thatdatthey may see your good works and
glorify the father who is in heaven

the conference adjourned till 2
p in

the choir sang the anthem
whiswh is like unto thee 0 lord

benediction by patriarch john
smith

afternoon service
the afternoon meeting concom

fenced at two counseloroun
joseph E taylor presiding there
was a very large attendance includ-
ing manymalay visitors the galleries belbeingng
well filled

the choir and congregation sang
the hymn
praise to the mnman who communed with

jehovah
jesus anointed that prophet and seerbeer

prayer was offered by bishop
orson PF whitney

the choir sang the hymn begin-
ning

ye children of our god
ye saints of latter days

the priesthood of the sixteenth
ward officiated in the administra-
tion of the sacrament
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was called to address the congrega-
tion I1 rejoice he sainsaid in the pri-
vilege of meeting with you in this
conference I1 regard these con-
ferencesferen ces as very solemn occaoccasionsI1

as indeed are all ththee meetings of
the saints they are occasions
when the very best wisdom
should be exhibited in teach
IBa counseling and advising
uieme saints in relation to their duties
towards god and towards each
other they are occasions when
the inspiration of heaven is neces-
sary in order that the saints may
be comforted and cheered in the
times in which we live that their
spiritual strength may be renewed
and that they may hebe prepared to
meet the events which are fast
crowcrowdingfing in upon us

we are I1lii vidiugug I1inii a very I1importantaporta ut
age of the world in a very im-
portant dispensation in which andaad
through which gotgod liashas lieudecreedreed tilethe
conanconsummationin mation of his work concern-
ing the redemption of the world
we are confronted by events that
are burdened with importance to
the work of god in which
we are engaged events with-
out and events within circum-
stances over which we have no con-
trol and some which are to a certain
extent anler our con troland which
may be affectedafflec ted by our conduct
there are some things occurring in
connection with the work of god
that are entirely beyond our power
to intinfluenceluence for instance the
government of the united states of
which we form a part has made up
its mind to dispossess the saintspaints of

accumulated property and so
tarfar the wisdom of our wise men
coupled with the bestbeat legal advice
that they can procure has been in-
adequate to stop the action onen the
part utof the government when a
nation up its mimindnd to do a
thing it will require the strong
right hand well ararmed of an equally
stronstrong9 nationaution to prevent that act or
else the interference of god

comma cities such as we are are
unable to resist successfully the de-
termination of a nation to commit a
theft god alone hsh is power to inter-
fere in behalf of his saints when
the time shall come other stestepsPsmay be taken in the same direction
totoialap the church of more of the
property abiwhichch belongs to it theymay possibly lula their frenzy make

up their minds to go a step farther
than thatthai and confiscatecontis cate individualluJi vidual
property as they have property be-
longing to the people in common
if they shall do sogo we are unable of
ourselves to stayatay their hands but
thesetheae are events which the latter
day saints will be compelled tto leave
in the hands of their heavenly
father so far as I1 am concerned
however I1 am perfectly willing to
leave alallI1 to his control and guidance
knowing that he will do all things
well in due time and sseasonsasonason
that in these things as in all that
may take place by his permission
his own mighty purposes will be
developed and hi threatreat designs
accomplished I1 may notot be able at
presentresent to understand the details of
his work or comprehend in what
manner he will bring good out of
intended vilivil but my confidence in
his wisdom and power is simply
supreme

not long ago I1 was reading a
biographical sketch of napoleon
Bonaparteand therein hisbig biograph-
er made this rem rk his lans
his designs seemed to inferior minds
altogether impracticable and al-
most impossible but in his hands
simplicitylacity marked their develop-
ments and the success that they at-
tained vindicated their adoption
and I1 am quite sure that this will
be the case with the almighty
his ways tireare not as our ways and
the workings and operations of
his plans may seem to lead to
disaster but if we in patience shall
possessposse our souls we shall find that
success will vindicate all his
purposes

so far as I1 am personally con-
cerned if this nation has made up
its melid to snatch from the latter
day saints their individual proper-
ty I1 have but one regret and that
is that my cottage is not a mansion
I1 admire more than I1 can tell the
man who was captured as a spyspY by
the english forces during the
american revolution and who
when the news was brought to him
that he had been condemned to be
hangedbanged replied 1t I only regret that
I1 have but one life to offer for my
country f I1 believe in that kind of
courage faith and devotion and I1
hope that it will be manifested as I1
am sure it will in the lives of the
latter day saints

the inhabitants of the earth have
not yet seen the full development
strength and heroism that the gos-
pel ot jesus christ imparts to the
people our fathers have passed
through some very trying experi-
ences mob violence has wasted its
force and strength in vain upon the
church of christ and so fr legal

not legal but rather congressional
enactments have wasted their
strength and have not succeeded in
destroying the work ofef god thothe
christian world has made sharp its
arrows of ridicule satire and irony
but their cockingsmockings have been as
unavailing as all other means have
been in this direction they do notanot
know its strength and in the ex-
perience
V
periermenceence of the past few years if
I1 could

1

I would tell this entire
nation that they have not as yet
seen the spirit of mormonism
aroused in its strength neither


