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AMMONaemon theronfreion OF ASJAH

neilBellgion must bobe active alivonilve
aggressive aritor it has no use in the
world its adherents MmustXU bee livingmantsembodiments of its creed or they are
worse than useless A shallow
ring milk and water faithfalth
with selfseft coddling icid gloved pro
fessers neverneven movedmosed the world nor
brought salvation to human soulsoui
the deep seated honest faith of the
subjects of king mosiah vaswaslwasi made
of steinersterner stu than nineteenth
century compromises between
pseudo science and dried up

atyity popularly esteemed as chrisachristchristi-
anity and the lionilon Aihnionulon
was a being of far different giamp to
the majority of the boudoir seeking
mamby papambymb plateplatolatelato passinpassing62

professors of the eglingTgjanglingling creekscreedscreeds
ththat compese batibabyloniorilori
there are strong cllaracharacterschei iniii
history that we are
spiritual or intellectual glantsgiants that
seem to common humanity to be
something more than mortal thetherere
are others whose grgrandeur of char-

t
aar-

t aeteracter we revere there are still others
whose sweetness of disposition we
love to this last elassclass belongs the
magnanimous self denying am
mon we may have pride in his
unflinching courage admiration fonfor
unfalteringhis faith but above all

swoawoyveive loveiove his almost womanly tender-
ness and his lifeilfelifelonglongiong devotion to
the good of illshis fellows ammon
above all other sentiments of his

r heart joved his fellowinenfinenf and as
luve begets love sa we are forced to

lovelovoIovelovo himthim in excess of that which we
admadmireirelre orof respect amongst hl char-
acteristicsacte

y ulinalinammonsmons early life gave but little
promise of its future unfolding
born and reared amidst tho godly
examples of his fathersfather priestly
court at ZaZarahhemiabemIaemlaemia hohe tore away
the natural restraints that the good
king imposed hohe derided his piety
he scoffed at hishia priesthood he
spurned his worthy example and in
the self sufficiency of his early youth
lielle poo d as old the

K glorious doctrines which the jawlaw of
imposes foreshadowedshadowedfore educated by

lisliisits loving father in all fhethe wisdom
f of lifs country he used thatthab i

i ilonllontion to the basest purposes thothedisthedlathe dis
abortionat of the truth and in
kioh to righteousness even worse
iha defiantly his natifatIfathersleesfees

royal will and rorodede roughshodrough shod over
thischis countrys laws he joined to

ay him lishisits three brotbrothersliiri andalid also tbthela
ftFA eloquent intellectual and courage
itouS almaaima and together they appos
Meh the churmchurch abused its

holy promises and
persecuted its believers no doubtdoubt
in all this they were as sincere as
saul of tarsus but sincerity is but
a poor excuse for injuring ones felfei
low beingsbeingsoror for rebellion agagainst

godshawgodsGodsiawslawlaw if MosMolahssiahs sons ddidij not
j janow any better than to do as they

J ivweregereibre doing it simply amounts to
this that they had neglected their
opportunities and if they cannot be
condemned for insincerity they cer-
tainly can for wilful ignorance and
opportunities unimproved
1Frequent tandand fervent werdwere

apraeilefi offered by and ththee elder
1 aimaalma in behalf of their rebellious

sons and those prayers prevailed
with him who sits on heavensi

eternal throne A holy angel was
commissioned to descend from the
courts of glory to this nether earth
andnd warn Amiammonlidil and his compan-
ions with more than human power

lofhofgoethethe folly and the blindblindnesshiessfiess of
theirther ways he met them on the
road as they sallied forth to wreakcroftaafreshfrash vengeance onoil their christian

citizens at his approach the
tc oarthcarth shook all nature trembled at
athe presence of the representative of
the majesty on high his voice
sounded in thunder tones on their
astonished ears ashs liehe reproved ad-
monishedmonished and taught themtherun the
essence of divinity entered theirthein
soulsnouh they imea they feig they
realized thaithat there was a god andtind
that they hadllad been fighting against
him The sense of thetheirirownown utter
unworthiness filled their hearts re-
morse and anguish reigned supreme
therein they condemnedcondemn themselves
as the most vile of sinners but by
and by the bitterness of their re
mmoragmororsons6jg was wallowedswallowed up in theintheir

faltfalthafaithafait li ma thetho comingq christ abaahaiad they
determinedcdelterm ed byf eineln

uutmoststrength 7 to undo fiesiethe evil
tthat 1 their previousI1 courseisolseise hadelblelbiSwwmroughtU ht these resolutions they

L faithfullyIMay carriedled out ifabeeneai en betic in their wronwrongwrongdoingdoing
they weweredeyetyet moreimre active in their
works of restitution

M city to city oromfrom jandbifid to
land and everywhere bore triumph-
ant testimony of the ineideincidentsfits of
their thiraihiramiraculousculous conversion arid in
no equivocal tones sounded thealo

riousraoui gospel1 afianthemthein of love to god
salvation to mankindd

each 1 city visited each
land aroused each

church strengthened the sonsfons of
Mosimosiahaha still remainedremained
away beyond the wilderness were
thousands of benighted souls

in darkened skins fit types
of that dwelt therein
but ammon and his brothers keen-
ly mtfelt that degraded bloodthirstyI1

and loathsome asa these men mightinight
bete they wereere the children of one
common earthly father in more
than sentimental name their breth-
ren andrikeand likeilke ththemselvesenigeniselves the sullsubjectsacts
bfanheir heavenly fathers care to
carry to thainthem the knoknowledgeMedge of the
wonders of salvationssalvat ions scheme to
teaellteach them the fatherhood of bodgod
and the brotherhood of man to pro-
claim to themthom the goodd tidings of
great I1 oy ofodthetiletiie comcoming1001ng of a univer-
sal savior vmwas doubtless a mission
ofbf perilperli untold of difficulties uncon-
ceivablecei vable wienvienvlen the less zeazealousous
churchinen heard them recreereciteliettheirleir
I1hopesloveslopes anandd gigiveiveiva expression to their
intentions they openly ridiculed the
project or quietly shrugged their
shoulders in incredulous narrowness
of mind the leopard might changech ange
its sspotsts the skinleliii of the
mightt be washed white but to con-
vert the Lamlameulhuihul preposterous
the gooddinggood mingVingankanc himself wavered day
after day his now obedient sons
sought his consent for their depar-
ture butbubut the dangers besetting such
an apparently quixotic attempt
were ever present in his mind yet
to deny them the privilege of carry-
ing salvation to so many thousands
of eHouseth of israel contained too
grave responsibilities forfir him to as-
sume wisely he sought the lord
encouraginglyalolio ragangly the divine answer
came it was full of joyous inspira-
tion to all concerned said the al-mighty let them go up for many
shall believe inim their words and
they shall have eternal life and I1
will deliver thy sons out of the
hands bfodtheorthethe Lamanimes 1

the king could ho longer with-
hold hislils consent and the four god
fearing youth 8 with a few other
faithful fellowmilo servants of thetho lord
whom they had chosen started for
tbthee landlanil of nephi they took with
thel their bows and arrows and
other weapons not to wagewearonweaponwar but to0 kill1I game for theirtheir
sustenance in the wilderness
their journey was a tedious one
they lost their way and almost lost
heart and indeed were on the point
of returning when they received
divine assurance of their ultimate
susuccessdeess nerved bybk this assurance
and with much fasting and prayer
theytiley continued their wanderings
and before long reached the borders
of the Lama Conicommendingmending
themselves to god they here separ-
ated eichelch one trusting to the
18mightylighty one of jacob to guide them
to the places where he could best
accomplish hisMs holy purpurposesposeA

ammon entered the ter-
ritory at a land called ishmaelIshmaeiaeJ over
which lamonilamont was the chief ruler
under liishis natherfather who was kingicing of all
the Lamanama ammon was no
sooner discovered than he was taken
bound with cords and conducted into
the presence of lamonilamont it was the
custom of the Lama to souseso use
every they captured and I1itt
rested with the whim of the milbking
whether he be slain imprisoned or
sent out of the countrycoit his will
and pleasure was the only law on
such mattersflitters

through gods grgraceace ammon
roundfound favorinfavor in the eyes of lamonilamont
and on inquiry finding that it was
his desire to reside amongst the la
canitesma the king offered him one
of his daughdaughters to wife ammon
courteously declined this intended
honor and begged to be accepted as
one of the kingsicings servants wwhichtell ar-
rangementrangement pleased
mon was associated with thatthai part of
the royal houhouseholdsebold thatthai had charge
of the monarchs flocks and herds

A glance at society may
out of place it would ap-

pear that in Lalamentslamontsmonismonts days thetiie will
of the sovereign was the lawlay of the
land thetiotietle kingsrings power over the
lives and property of jilsliis subjects
was unlimited we read of no con-
stitutions that prescribed or limited
his powers k the moremord dedegradedgraded por-
tions of thetile race wandered in the
vast wilderness dwelling in tents or
Mcwickiklupsups and subsisting on what
they stole or killed in the chase
their counterparts in this age are to
be found in of the great
westernleplainslains andabd unbounded prai-
ries

rairal
of the united states and brit-

ish north america ththee more
civilized lama resided in cities
were wealthy in cattle and followed
the occupations general among
semi civilized races ancient types
orof the moreinure modern

cmein and Perperuvianulvian lamonilamont was
rich in flocks and herds proba-
bly the results of the taxation of the
people but even the kings propepropertyarty
was not secure from the pervading
Bpinitspirit that he takes who has the
power and that he keeps who can
maraudingMa bands would watch for
the numerous royal cattle as they
approached the accustomedwatering
places when with yell and prolong-
ed shout they would stampede the
herdsherdandsand drive aayfifty all they could
beyond thetho reach of the kingsicings ser-
vants who would g ther ulyup what
few Pifr any they couldcowd and return
to the king in the full expectancy of
being made to pay for the loss bybv
the forfeit of their livesilves they were
seldom disappointed in their ex-
pectations torlor lamonilamont or some of
his predecessors had established a
somewhat uniuniqueique crimicriminalual code
with regard to stealing the royal cat-
tle Thexthey bhadad the idea that
it was easier and cheaper to make
the herdsmen responsible for the
losses and punish them
than to hunt out and capture those
who committed the depredations
it had at least one virtue it prevent-
ed collusion between the
the servants but it produced much
dissatisfaction amongst LalamontslamentsLamonmontsls
subjects

on the third day of ammons berser-
vice one of these raids was mademadd on
the kinkingskinisIs cattle as they wacwere beingbein
taken roto the waters of0 sebus thetho
common wawateringdefill9 place thetho cattiecattle
fled in all directions and the dispir
cited servants with the fear otof death
before their eyesidyes sat down and wept
instead of attempting to stostopp their
mad career ammonamdon perceived this
was his opportunity he first ex
postulated then encouraged them
and having sufficiently aroused their
feelings hhe led them inhi the attempt
to head off the flying herds with
much exertion they succeeded the
cattle were all gathered but the rob
bemabera still waited at the watering
place to renew the attack when they
drew nearnew brienoughoughbugh ammon per-
ceiving this placed the servantservants at
various points on the outside ofbf tilethe
flocks and himself went forward to
contend with the robbers though
they were many he knew that helie
wwasas more powerful thantharl them all
for god was with him the ideawei of
one manmaan withstanding so many was
supremely ridiculous to the robbers
bistas one after another fell before
hisbig unerring aim they were aston-
ished and dreaded him as something
more than human but enraged at the
loss of sixsik of their nulnuinumberriber they
rushed upon him in a body deter-
mined to crush him with their clubs
ammon undaunted drew his sword
and awaited the onslaught their
leader fell dead at his feet andone
after another raised their clubs am-
mon struck off their arms until none
dare approach him but instead re-
treatedtreated afar otoff

it was a strange procession that
returned to the palace the fears of
the herdsmen had been turned to

and they marched in
triumph into the presence of the
king with the arms of the robbers
as testimonies of the truth of the
story of ammons superhuman
prowess doubtless they did not
diminish the telling pointsjoints in the
narrative the numbernumberssotof the band
the courage andarid strength of tthehenne

were each dilated uuponconwilwith
the vividness of superstitious imag-
ination when the king had heardbearmagd
their marvelous story hisbig heart waswag
troubled with mingled feelings and
he came to the conclusion that am-
mon must be the great spirit of
whose existence he had an und ninfin-
ed comprehension he trembled at
the thought that perhaps this spirit
had come to punish him because of
the number of his serservantsvantA whom
he hadbad slain for sufreringsuffering his cattle
to be stolen

ing his bipmipmisgivingmisgivingsgiving1183

lamonilamont desired to see ammon who
acting as though nothing particular
had happened was preparing the
kings horses and chariotschariot as the
servants had been directed when
he entered the royal presence the
latter was too medfilled with emotion to
speak to him more than once am-
mon drew to the kings attention
that he stood before him as he had
been requested and wished to know
illshis commancommandsds but he elicited no
responsese at last perceivingerceiving the
icingskings thoughts he began to ques-
tion lamoni regarding sacred things
and afterwards to expound to him
the principled of life and salvation
lamonilamont listened and believed he
was conscience struck sandwithand with all
the strength of his new bom faith
he humbly begged that thetho Mlord
would show that samesaulo mereymercy to him
and to his pebpeu

ptlo10 that he hdhad shean
to tilethe Nepnephhitest 0Oyercome with
the intensity of hisills feelingsfeeling1 he sunk
t the earth as idaldain n trance and ljin

this state was carried to hlahia wife
who with herhei children anxiously
watched over him for two days and
two nights with longing heart
awaiting his return to consciousness
there wasway great diversity of opinion
among his retainers as to what
troubled the king Somelsaid the
power of the great spirit was upon
him others that an evil power pos-
sessed him yet others asserted that
he was dead and with remarkable
acuteness of0f smell affirmed he
stinketh at the end of this time
they had resolved to layjay him away
in the sepulchre abw the queen
sent for ammon and plead with him
in her hushusbandbanulsbandle behalf ammon
gregrigrembergaveaberher the assurance frliche
is not dead but he sleepeth in god
and tomorrowto morrow liehe shallshau rise again
aniland thentilen he added BelibellevesteviAt triouthou
thisthise sheghe answered IhaVeinovelno
witness save thy word and theford
ofot our servants neverthelessfa 1I1 be
lievleveditit shall hebe according as thou
basthast saidsald then ammon blessed
her and told her therelre had not beembeen
such great faith among all the peo-
ple of the repNephits 1

so the queen lovingly continuedcont aued
herbatchherber watch by the bed ofdofheraber hus
band until the appointed hour la
manin then arose as ammon had
foretold his soulsoui was filled with
ecstatic joy his first words were of
praise

1se to god4od his peat were bless-
ings

bless-
ings on hishi faithful afe whose falthfaith
hehp felt or knew he testified to the
coming of thetho redeemer of whose
greatness and glory and power anand
mercy hohe had learneillearned while yn oiethe
19spiritirit his body was too weak for
the realities of eternity that filled
his enraptured heartyheart again behankhe sank
overpowered to the eartheaith and the
same spirit overcame kishishis wife
also ammonia rejoicing heart
swelled githiri him ashs he heard and
witnessed these things he fellfeli on
his knees and out hisbis soul in
praise and thanksgiving until h also
could not contain thetho brightness of
the glory the completeness of the
joyjoY tthathat overoweroverwhelmedwhalmed him unc-
onsciouscarlt10us of all earthly things he
sank beside the royal pair the
ssameamI1e spspiritI1rit of unmeasured joy fell
uponnalluailnilall present and wwithth the same
resulresultstsi with oneguo exexceptionception
and that a wait-
ing woman named abish
who many years before hadbad been
converted to the lordiduitdult keptwept the
secret in her own bosom she com-
prehendedpre endedbended thetho why arldand wherefore
of this strange scene she saw the
working of tbthethoe almightyaleighty through
which the untutored minds of the1441Iamalama tes could be brought to the
comprehension of thetho plan of salva-
tion from houhousese to house she sped
calling the people to witness what
had occurred in the palace they
gathered at her call but as might
be naturally expected their impres-
sions were very conflicting some
said otieone thing some another some
argued for good some for evil to
somesom ammoneAmmon was a god to others a
demon onoone man who bad hadbad a
brother slain at the waters of sebus
drew his swordsword and aftemattemptedted to
slay ammon but was struck teatemdead by
an unseen power before he could
carry his rash intent into action so
fierce was the contencontentionflonoso angry
grew the controversy that abish
fearing greater trouble by an in
tirafiration took hold of thetae Jianhanddofof

tthe16 queen who tthereuponhereupon rrosezoseap toth
her feet her first thoughts were
otherof her husband she took his hand
and raised him up and ere long all
whowilo had been reposing in the spirit
stood upon their feet the king the
queen the eereorservantsnis all rejoiced with
joy unspeakable they all bore testi-
mony to gods abundant love and
goodness and some declared thatahat
holy angels had visited them still
the contention wasws not prentirely ap

lamonilamontlamontlament stood forthforte and
explained to thethemin the divine mystor-
ies of which they wwereworeoneope so ignorantignoranttmany believed others did not but
AAmmonhadbad the indescribable happi-
ness of shortly affersaffensafierafter eestablishingblisbilshingabinga0
church to thetile lord inin tiietile midst of
the people ofpf the land of ishmaelishmelammonsammons humility faith and pa-
tience forth its fruit
whilst lyshis soulabul gagatheredt ered faith ahnaand
strength inm the fulfillment of the
promispromises eg of thetile great jehovah in
answer to the pleadings of hiswis faith-
ful loving father

when thetheethethurchchurch was satisfactor-
ily established in the land of ishmael
lamoni armarnarrangedbriged to paypav a visit to
his father the great king in the
land of nephi to whom bebashe vas desir-
ous of introducing ammon how-
ever the voice of the lord warned
hisills servant not to go but in-
stead thereof tota proceed to the land
ofmaddoniMiddonidonl where his brother aaron
and other missionaries
ing inm prison whenwilen iamont heard
of Ammonammons8 intentions and the

leofleor he decided to0 gecain

pany him he felt that hebe could be
of service in delivering the pprisoners
as Antiomno the ring of maddoni
was one of his special friends and
likely to grantrantrunt any favor hohe
might askask

qathh ey accordanglyJ rt
ed on their errand of mercy but on
their way were surprised to meet
Lalamentsmonismonts father who grew exceed-
ingly angry when hehebungfound ammon
in the company of his son all the
hatred born and nurtured of false
tradition and long continued antago-
nism boiled up in his breast yieyiohoire
listened impatiently to lamones
story of ammonsammon s visit and its fruits
and when it was finished he broke
out in a torrent of abuse towards the

asonson of a liar as he ungra-
ciously

ungra-
ciouslyclously styled him andad ordered la-
moni to slay him lambev unhesi-
tatinglyta refusrefusedaed to become the mur-
derer of his mostmost loved
upon the old monarch in the blind
fury of his angerauger turned upon his
own soneon aniind would haxehave killed him
if ammon had not interpospcs d little
used to controversy much jesalesa to
direct opposition the king waswaswag not
mollified by ammona interference
savagely he turned upon himihim but
youth strengthstrengtil dexterity and
above all thothe protecting presence of
the loralord waswaa withvlalth ammona aandnd he
strucklibe kings sword armariarm so heavy
a blow thatthal it fell useless at his
side be wasvas now in theM
power of thabthamthathe mani anbehe had roso foully
abused nadenado abundanta promises
aveneven to half his if ihisbis lewere sspareddcf this boon amman
without hesitancy granted asking
only favors for lamon and hisills doiiown
imprisoned brethren the king un-
used to such generosity and manly
love granted all liislils requests and
when he proceeded on his journeyjounney
his mind was fillednilfilledwithwith reflections
regarding ammona unexampled
selftelf negation courage and great love
for hissonhistonhis sontonon liehe was also troubled in
his heart concerning certain expres-
sions of ammon on doctrinal points
which opened up ideas that were en-
tirely new to his mind

lamonilamoil and ammon continued
their journey to buddonMidNUddondoni where by
gods grace they found cavorn the
eeseyes ofbf hengkeng Antiomno and by hi
commands the prisoners were eleas
ed from the horrors and inhuman-
ities practicedpractised upon them after
mutualmatual congratulationscongratulationa and a season
of enjoyment in each others society
ammon returned to the laniiani ish-
mael to continue his labors in evan
gelgeli izingzink its people and to aid lamonilamont
in building synagogues and in other
ways spreading and strengthening
the work of the lord

the wordsword of ammon to the old
king remained in his memory they
troubled him they gave him no
peace and so worked upon his con-
science that when after a time
aaron and others visited him he re-
ceivedceleelved ththeirair teachings wlwithth jjoyoy ththee
details of his conversion do jnat pro-
perly belong to the life of Ammon
butdut some or the results do whenwhen
the king was converted he sent a
proclamation throughout the land
forbidding anond all from perse-
cuting ammon and his fellow misbis
siosionnarlesaries and giving to
preach anywhereere anandd everywhereere
that they desired totd our readers
may be sure that this privilege wreswas
not neglected to use ammonsammonia
description att their labors thethey en-
tered into their houses and taught
them they taught them jinn their
temples and synagogues in the 0openn
streets and on the lofty hills irluebut
often they wbwererecastcasteast out spit upon
smitten stoned bound cast into
prison and made to suffer all manner
I1of afflictionschions from whichh the lord
in his mercy delivered them
and from which the kings pro-
clamationcla afterward protected
them kor was thetho lesur of their
labors insignificant but glorious in
the saving of many thousand souls
for unto the lord were converted
the people of the Lama who
dwelt in thethie lands of isthmaelishmael mid
donidonl chilom and in
the cities of nephi lemuel and
ShishimBhimnilon and they became a
righteousou peaceful god serving
ppeople andanu from faithful obedience
to hlahiais law they did never failifallifallfail ataesynayaayatayay
but the various bodies of
apostates who dwelt amongst thejhb
manitolamanicoLa universally bejecrejected the
gospel the exception of
one single Amalekite and what ul-
timatelyti became ofhim we have no
record 3

history often repeats itself but
we have no ferecollectioncollection of any par-
allel to thetho events that followed this
marvelous conversion thelamae
ltd people now became two asasdisdis-
tinct and separate bodies as they
and the had before times
been but with this strangestran e compli-
cation the apostate I1 iteiiteasnoOTnoW
occupied the place andandrudaldaid the work
of the natural lvwhilsthilst the


