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meetings a course of diagrammatic
studies were drawn uptio and sent to all
elders all are nowbow presenting the
principlesinci ples of the gospel systematically
A decided improvement is noticed and i

instead of dreading to preach the elders
are beginning to love it

much good work has been conebydone by
systematic revisiting and teaching the
gospel from the fireside leaving books
and letting the people read thethemselves
intoin the gospel

we have found it to be the rule that
wherewhere many meetings are held we have
the most friends and the warmest leelfeet
mg in some neighborhoods where as
high as thirty were held friends are nu-
merous and a mormon preacher is pop
ular people size us up and take mutual
noes and if we can meet them in public
andamid sing and pray and preach for them
they leave the meeting good and
nuh prejudice is removed by preach-
ing often our elders become more at
ease in the pulpit and as a consequence
make a better impression

the following isis a report of work done
in thetheo conference in the past year miles
walked families visited
rejected testimony refused enter-
tainmenttain ment tracts distributed
books given away loaned and sold
1026 meetings held 1872 children
blessed 3525 baptisms 78

the elders were assigned their future
fields of labor which are as follows

W E and E S woodruff
traveling continually in the conference
but letters addressed to
lewis county ky will reach them

george T taylori and W H hindley
union monroe county west virginia
W H burrows and R A green

vanceburgVanceburg lewis county ky
H W beers and J W hanson wil

liabsonjiliamson mingo county west virginia
C bsmithB smith orson hyde princetonPrinceion

mercer county W virginia
H H cluff J C wagstaff madison

boone county W virginiaVirginisig

WJW J glade E M mansfield pres
jonsburgtonsburg floyd county ky

J 1I tolman at Y cannon lewis-
burg greenGreenb briarnar county W virginia

J S campbell J W JqhnJohnsonson logan
logan county W virginia

W N casper W H morrell hind-
man knott county ky

JJ G peart T R reeves 0 wingsowings
vilie bath county ky

B D wilcox 1 it langston whites
burg letcher county ky

C A higgins L C Olsen Music
carter county ky

F G warnick H L baker putnam
county W virginia

J taylor T H B blackburnblackburnjrjr
flemingsburgFlemings burg flemial county ky

M spiersSpiersWW D elder sandy hook
elliott county ky

H bartholomew T E
vanceburgVanceburg lewis county ky

thursday november abst 1895 the
first elders of the west virginia confer-
enceince crossed the big sandy river and
stood upon Kentuck ys soil as laborers
in this vineyard their wildest dreams
of many friends and good treatment
have more than sustained their reputa-
tion as a clever and hospitable people

since that time fifteen counties have
been opened and a host of friends made
in each of them a great many of which
have since become members of thehe
church of jesus christ of latter dayday
saints we are proud to state that all
of them comprise the best and most

influential citizens of their respective
counties

kentucky is noted for its blue grass
region those people are rich cultured
and kind and the elders among them
are received with every mark of court-
esy

appointments are so numerous we
cannot fill them all communications
are constantly being received by the el-
ders asking them to come to the
writers neighborhood and it is not an
uncommon sight to see a pair of mor-
mon elders riding behind a gairfinene horse in
a good buggy loaned by sume honest
hearted kentuckian the kind people
otof this neighborhood pleasant hill
brought fruit otof all kinds and other
dainties which make the heart grow
glad to our council meeting monday
noon and the brethren did ample justice
to the spread

pleasant hill is a garden of eden
from one end to the other and the spirit
of harmony which prevails here is truly
gratifying no one speaking ill of his
neighbor and all uniting in making the
hearts of the elders grow glad every
elder left pleasant hill with a prayer in
his heart for the people

the citizens of vanceburgVanceburg were
equally kind the newspapers being ex-
ceedinglycee liberal and broad minded the
vanceburgVanceburg sun coming out with a two
column article of praise such persons
as sam pugh brother of congressman
pugh captain ruglessrugles Vanceburgs
most prominent citizen john cox I1 W
lawill and others united in welcomingwel coining
us into their city and rendering our stay
pleasant

tuesday morning the boys assem-
bled in front of the court house and had
a group photo taken the photog-
raphers rowsey bane requested el-
ders

ei-
ders kimball and Rydalcb elder bur-
rows who has been laboring in lewis
county and elder E S woodruff clerk
to sit for their photos which they did as
some of the citizens were very desirous
to get them to remember our confer-
ence by

1

altogether the conference was a great
success reporters for the great dailies
of cincinnati were in attendance also
the louisville courier journal all of
them gave us an impartial write up A
long interview with president kimball
was published in the coutiercourier journal

the elders all departed to their var-
ious fields feeling well and with a look
of determination that promises well for
the coming year

your brethren in the gospel
W E

president
ELIAS S WOODRUFF
HARVEY W CLUFF

clerks of conference
lewis county kentucky

august ath 1896

conference
WAITANGI june 1896

the semiannualsemi annual district conference
of the Tuaranga district otof the church
of jesus chist of latter day saints con-
vened at waitangiWaitWai aogitangi in the puni
with the following named elders from
zion present president william gard-
ner and ezra T richards who was
about to succeed him joseph M folk
man president of haurani conference
moroni lazenby and albert E asper
his companion elder david H packard
president of the Gauranga conference

and wmwin mcdonald his companion
there were present some few saints of
the conference and some trothfrom
Tu aranga a branch of this district and
the remainder were from this branch

brother packard made a few opening
remarks also reported his district as
being in a fair condition expressed
himself as being highly pleased with this
privilege of meeting under the auspices
of a district conference and libeerhoped that
we would all be mutually bene etedfitted by
this conference

the new president E T richards 1

then addressed the conference exhorted
all to be diligent and firm in the gospel
and to learn and study the times imdand
seasons for we live in the last days
when gods judgments will sweep over
the earth annand consume the wicked let
us not be like the people who livejive near
Gara wera at the time of the eruption
and who would not repent till it was too
late but let us search the scriptures and
find out the truth and then do it

president gardner invited all to attend
our afternoonalter noon session and not forget the
words already spoken

afternoon services began at 3 p
brother 1 M folkman was the first
speaker he dwelt exclusively onabeon the
first principles of the gospel taking up
each principle in its order and likening
them to the first steps on the narrow
path that to life eternal

brother gilbert ormsby was next us-
ing the irth and aist verses af the ath
chapter otat acts showing that the gos
oeldel cannot be bought with money then
spoke on the apostasy

catene followed the president of this
branch he endorsed all that had been
said he knew we were all mutually
benefitted by meeting together and
were all fed spiritually by listening to
the words of the lord dwelt briefly
on the form of baptism

at the evening sessionsession elder moroni
lazenby was called to speak and did
so on the subjects of repentance and
baptism

brother ge native was
next greeted all and felt to rejoice in
the good work for the many good
things that had been spoken com-
pared the churches of the world with
thisthas the true church of christ

president gardner then spoke said
that it was true that if the maorislaoris would
join the church that they would be
blessed in number and in all that they
set their hands to do showed that ac-
cording to statistics the maorislaoris as a
whole are fast decreasing but the
church statistics show an increase in
number showed how the prophecies
of joseph smith had been fulfilled in the
saints gathering out to zion to the tops
of the mountains proved from holy
writ that prophets are necessary and
without revelation the people cannot
continue in the strict laws of god

at the sunday services june esth
1896 brother A S asper was the first
speaker with J M folkman as interpre-
ter exhorted the saints to be diligent
and firm bore hisbis testimony to the
truthfulness of the gospel ana the div-
inity of the mission of the prophet jos-
eph smith

president wm gardner followed
bore his testimony to the power otof the
priesthood and the manifestations of
the holy spirit signs followed the be-
lievers today the same as they did an-
cientlyly

at the sunday afternoon services the


