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SANSAMSS BIGGEST TREASURE
VAULT

2696 bybv frank G carpenter
COLO august igi

IS ONE OF
the great treasurere vaults of
the united states within

zi

the past seventeen years
uncle sam has drawn upon
it to the extent of more
than but it has

more than one hundred prodocproducinging
Y sasset and its undeveloped riches are in

it contains some otof tthehetable
iest gold and some of the most won-

derful silver mines of the world the
territory surrounding it is being kepros

new mines are being opened
biome of the old mines are so won

serbol in their production that their
do not want them mentioned in

such a one is thethe newspapers
attlejttle johnny which now has an

worth of gold a day and
autt of01f

could be made to1V c which I1 am told pro
cacesdaces ifu the owners wished it in

isenbold daily torfor
I1 yearsyears to come I1 met the

otof this mine the other day and
joked

badent
it I1 might v it he offered to

I1 but only on conpermissionthe
that I1 would say nothing about

awaly trip ininthethe newspapers I1 replied
afiafi 1I was in leadvilleLeadvill to get the news
waa ootlot to suppress it the result was

I1 awn ot visit the mine there is no
dolbt howeverlowever but that it is one oiof the
kast wonderful mines of the world in
gawfafpf the banks here there is about a

of specimens of the pure gold
hica has been taken from it the
ad in the vein is in the shape of or-

fY sold ore but in places there are
Z andand scales of pure metal and

abwnow and then a rich pocket is
in which it lies in lumps ththeey yta output of the little johnnysJohnn now

and the value otofabout aw00oo tons average
the ore is nearly 50 there are nownow

the the two deeplax on property

ftq 91ft which are leetfret gold is

struckabout feet below the ground

04 it is said that the whole area of
awo than zoo acres is mineralized
I1 leadville is one of the greatest silver
awocacawa of the united states millions
upon lnmillionsillions have been taken out of the
arth back of the city and scattered

broadcast over the world much of the
which levi Z leiter is now

fig in entertaining in washington
andgallivantinggallavan ting over europe came from
a duverit mine here which he bought for

fao ck and which panned out more
labh a millionnjillion A great part otof james
cg kaines political expenses were paid

out of his silver mine in leadville and
it is only a five minutes walk iromfrom the
heart otof this city to the spot where
senator tabor by grub staking a couple
of miners jumped at once from the
position of a porpoor grocer to that of a
mining millionaire I1 think that tabor
made something like seven or eight mil-
lion dollars out of his mines here and
though he is practically bankrupt today
there are others who have done almost
as well and kept their money millions
upon millions of dollars worth of silver
has been taken out of the hills back otof
the town and there are vast quantities
of dump and waste rock walled up al-
most on the edge of the houses the
city itself is with precious
minerals about a year ago major A
V bohn struck a silver mine on the
edge of the town the ore of which
averaged ounces of silver with now
and then a jump to as high as from to
jocoioco ounces it has been found that
this vein extends right under leadaleadvilleille
and it is a question now as to whether
leadville can hold its silver or whether
it is to go to others if leadville gets it
it will be the richest city in the world
and single pockets otof ore under the
streets will probably pay more than the
city debt and leave a big susurplusrplus in the
treasury leadville claims that the
steels were dedicated tetc the
municipality and that all that is under
them belongs to the city the originalbriginaI1

owners of the land are now trying to
pretend that they gave the ground only
as a right of way and so the question
hangsbangs in the courts

many of the silver mines of leadville
are so rich that they can be worked at a
profit notwithstanding the low price of
silver in the moffat and smith mines
there ateare men on the pay roll as
miners and it takes about three men to
handle and care torfor the ore to each
miner there are men at work in
the leadville mining district and labor-
ers getet fromafrom 2 to 3 per day thelpwo ton mine has recently struckk an im-
mense

in
body of ore neither end of which

has yet been found but in
tons of silver bearing rock have been
blocked out this it is estimated will
payday at least 8 a ton above all expenses
of handling and smeltingsmellingsm elting making the
ore in this mine alone worth at least

mr moffat told me in my in-
terview that his best mine had been
the maid of erin for which he had
paid about Iooooo and out of which
himself and his partners had made

this mine is still bebeinging
worked and there are other great silver
mines here which are shipping ore

I1 paid a visit the other day to this
five million dollar maiden tae maid
of erin silver mine lies on we hills just
above leadville it is surrounded by

mountains of waste rock and it has imim-
mense irameframe buildings something like
those of a great factory A look at it
gives you some idea of the enormous
cost of silver mining the engines
which move its machinery have tentea
great boilers and its furnaces are so
large that ten men are constantly
shoveling coal into them to kekeepep the
fires alive they eat up from

to thirty tons of coal a day and the
coal bill for the furnaces alone amounts
tu zao daily five hundred dollars a
day is paid for wages to the miners and
the machinery is of the most costly
description after dressing inin miners
clothes I1 went down into the shaft
stesteppingapin on the elevator I1 was droppedhundredshundreds of feet past tunnel after tun
nel running onoft into the vein until I1 was
at last more than a thousand feet below
the surface

running off from the shafts are these
great pipes or tunnels out of which have
been cut the silver and lead they are
lighte by electricity they are driven
this way and that so that they form a
labyrinth like the avenues in the cata
combs of rome you could lose your-
self in this mine it connects the
great henrietta mine and you might
wander about from tunnel to tunnel
without finfang your way to the shaft

the mine is a wet mine and it takes
an enormous amount of money to wall it
with timbers many such mines contain
forests of great logs and it is estimated
that there is more than worth
otof lumber and timber used in the mines
of leadville alone each of these tun-
nels is roofed and walled with big pine
logs and the slopes or caves cut awayaway
from the tunnels in order to get the sil-
ver out have to be almost filledfailed with
timbers for fear their sides waymay cave in
no one who has not gone through a
great mine can appreciate the amount of
water which flows into it in the bottom
of the maid of erin streams of ice cold
watt r flow through the tunnels like so
many mountainmoun iain brooksbrooks overhead aream
pipes for steam and for conicompressedpressed airai r
to run the drills there is a raierrailroad
track in each tunnel and boards upon
ehica you can walk to keep out of the
stream the water isis taken out of the
mine by enormous steam pumps nine
hundred feet below the surface of the
ground I1 found an immense engine
room a large part of the machinery of
which consisted of pumps which work
away there day and night they carry
out of the mine goo gallons of water a
minute or gallons an hour if
they were stopped torfor two or three hours
the minemine would be filled and it would
cost a fortune to open it again As you
go upward to other levels you find othet
pumps and you are somewhat surprised
to learn that a mine is now managed onoa


