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THE DESERET WEEELY.

leading. In this case, however, |t
cahnot but be felt that the suggestions
made command thoughtful conaldera-
tion. People here have, Years ago,
been led to look forward to just such
an eventuality as that by the presi-
dent of the Britlsh assoclation stated
to be a near possibility. To them the
announcement seems llke an echo of
a prophecy. It suggests that while
sclence is  busy finding a remedy,
proper preparations should be made in
years of bounty to meet ah emergency.

COST OF TIIE WAR.

———

The cost of the Spanish-Amerlean

war is a subject which has been receiv-
ing no little attention of late, albeit in
one sense such expenses are stlll run-
ning on. Granted that the war proper
has cobcluded, 1t stiil remains that an
immensSe military and naval establish-
ment s belng malntained as an out-
growth of the struggle. Even when
confined to the period of actual hos-
tilities, it does not seem practicable to
complle a statement of expenses that
would be more than approximately cor-
rect. There was continual degtruction
as well as consumption and logs that
cannot all have been located and fig-
ured In; and the conquests and prizes
of all kinds should of course appearl In
the opposite column as so much of an
offset to the expendltures.

An article appeared Iln a recent num-
ber of McClure’'s Magazine from the
pen of F. A. Vanderlip, assistant secre-
tary of the treasury, in which he says
the cost of war I8 not merely to be
reckoned by the loss of men and ithe
expenditure of money., We must conslder
also the less apparent but greater loss
which is represented by the destructlon
of capital. It is comparatively easy,
when the strife Is over and the accounts
are rendered, to determlne with some
degree of accuracy the lgss of life and
the outlay of treasure. The Spanish-
American war was begun with an ap-
propriation of $50,000,000. On the day
the appropriation was made the treas-
ury held as an available cash balance
the sum of $224,541,637, of which $188.-
B63,179 was in gold. The President at
ance proceeded to distribute to the sev-
eral executive departments such por-
tlons of the appropriation as he deemed
were required by the necessities of
their services. The allotments thus
made were as follows: Navy depart-
ment, $29,973,274.22; war department,
$19,811,647.95; treasury department, $55,-
000; and state department, $53,860.80; a
total of %49,%93,783.06, leaving 3106,216,-
94 unpallotied.

The writer then proceeds with an ex-
haustive review of the ltems of each
cagse, arranglng them systematleally
and handlly. He shows In conclusion
that the actual treasury ocutlay was not
more than $361,000,000, but admits there
are other items that may propefly be
charged up as a war expense, ambng
them some $10,000,000 Incurred by the
atates. The actual expense per diem 1is
put at an average @f $860,000.

WHAT WILL THFE HARVEST BE?

Paradoxical as it may appear, it is
possible for a man or men % be quite
consplecuous and yet obscure. Take ihe
HSpanlsh-American peace commisicn for
example. Here we have a body of dis-
tinguished people, ten of them, upon
whom the eyes of the civllized world are
more Iniently fixed than wupon any
other aggregatlon or any persocn at the
present time: and yet they are but Iit-
tle seen and where they are now are per-
haps unnoticed when sean unless they
should appear en masse, which must

necessarily be very aseldom. But as
suggested. attention from ‘“the four
quarters of the globe 1is turned thelr

way with [nterest everywhere, anxlety
in places. ‘The quesiion that 19 upper-

missioners s that which forma the
heading of ¢this article.

The chief question, perhaps the only
onel eince the othera seem 40 have been
tacitly If mot dlirectly assented to is
that of the disposition of the Philip-
pine Islands. This Involves some In-
ternational lssues which are by o
means one-sided or easy of adjustment.
By virtue of conquest only, and this
conquest not an oblect at Arst but
purely an Incident of the war, the
United States Is In actual possession of

Marila and it€ surroundings and in
lconstructlve possession of the entire
archipelago. Now come the other

partles to the tramsacticn and plead
Sseveral things in opposition to such
possesslon 50 acqulred amounting to a
tltle. They are by no means destitule
of aubhorigy to bolster up their cause
nor of ‘apllity to present 1t. Which has
the sironger position and which will
make the better showing? These are
the things regardilng which the
world  generally and the Unit-
ed States and Spain particularly are
‘taking 80 much concern.

Our nlne poin's of law ma rha;
be ::llsslpa-t.ed in favor of the gtl?:r pegmf
ple’s one, as relates to some of the Is-
lands, but at the present juncture such
a turning of the tide of events seems
highiy improbable. It Is not Very con-
sequential that the Americans did not
s:et ou't 0 carry on war In Agiatic wa-
ters. Nelther dld they expect to cap-
ture one of the Laurones, nor to bottle
up and finally demolish Cervera, nor
to gather in Porto Rico,nor many other
things that might be named tha! came
our way and had 4o receiVe attention.
It ought to be known where it Is aot
that wars Inevitably drift from ¢he
original deslgns as to detalls;that these
cannot slways, if at all, be foreseen but
are not necessarily the less consequen-
tial on that account. The Itkening of
a4 war to a game of chess Is, ln a vague
50Tt of Wway, a happy one. Each side
expects to win frem the other and has
simlilar means ¢o do it with. The gen-
eral characteristics of the playing and
the outcome are all that are, all that
can be de'termined upon with any'thlng
Uke accuracy. The moves, the rou-tlnea
the datall of the game depend upon un-'
foldlngs, developments, opportunltics,
which may not be anticipated bl
which must be met apd
disposed of as effectively ag though
foreseen from the firs:. It Is a work In-
volving brains, foresighi, presclence
patience, determlination and sklll.
armles and navies In one case, mute
:)ut t(-i‘m:pl'esssive fizures in the othér. be-
iggdnn%.agencles with which the pltaying

The tocein of war with Spain w
gooner sounded than it be:;ame a;:al:"?
ent that Instead of forcing Spain’s
hand we had allowed our own to be
forced. We were In more or less con-
fusion for a little while, or, to use that
awkward coinage, In a state of “un-
preparedness.” It behooved us to look
about us and beyond and locate Pplaces
and circumstances where and by means
of which the enemy could be struck at
a disadvantage. Wherever his fag

floated, wherever he exercised sove-
reignty, there were we at llberty to
Strlke and destroy if he would not

Surrender without destruction, for he
had recelved full notice through the
formal declaration of war and the ces-
sation of diplomatic relations. At this
Juncture the Providential circumstance
of our having Just previously sent a
capable fleet in charge of a competent
commander to look afier American
interests In Chinese waters, occurred to
those in charge; also that the enemy
held as his own an Insular empire bor-
deripg on those waters, the gates to
which possessions were guarded by a
greater fleet in polnt of numbers at
least. . Now, If our ships could move

— |

destroy the enemy’s, It would
utterly overthrow hls prestige bl??%eaag
means of weakening him financially
and diplomatically while perhaps af-
fording us a spoll of war greater than
any we had ever counted on. This was
decided on, the order was sent and
Dewey wasson his way to Manila be-
tween two Sundays. The re
the rest. 4 ader knows
Undoubtedly this llne of ar
has been thought of by theg&mfé’é
States commissloners and will he pre-
sented and pressed. If accepted as |t
should be because In strict line with th
articles of war, It Is difficult to um:lere
stand by what process of reasgn th;
Spanish can expect to get ANy more
than what the Americans are willing to
grant, If our people deem |t Inadvlisable
from whatever reason to make all the
Philippines territory of the United
8tates, of course they will let auch por
tions as are not wanted go not t-
please the opposition but to ac::ommoo
date curselves. On the other hang l;
all that was plaved for and wen shail
be deemed ours already and that ih::-
I3 no sufficlent reason shown why a .
part of the territory should be e
rendered, there would seem tg besf,“';
two things for Spain to do—-—resur:
fighting or ablde by the legitimate p .
sults of the fichting she has alreade-
done. It 18 not dlffleult to determine !
advance what she will do; the quest s
I3 as to what our commissioners win gn
—all or a part of the Phillppines? o

VALUABLE ARCHMEOLOGICAL FIND:

Another tablet containin
of the flood has been t;lle:'«':ovgen:-a;d1 ?,f,;“{ﬁ‘
announcement ls sald to hﬂ\'e'a.ro ;
conslderable Interest in Blbljca) =
archaeological eircles. The date of a;_nhd
tablet is believed to be about the tl.me
of Abraham, and it is supposed to b, =
copy of an e-i;.rlle’tr account. Vi

The following s from P
of September 29th: ublic Opinion
- “Fa;hf{:' SlchEi]. a

renc azyriologiat, has been
py discoverer of this \'aluabt;hsﬁl}&'?ﬁ
the contents of which he mage publi
at a meotlng of the orlental congregs ic
Paris. It is natural that a compari n
of the first text of the floogd t‘our.u:lsgn
George Smith on the famous tablet nmy
in the British muscum and the rece i
discovery of the new version of ur:e
flood-legend by ‘the French explorer,
should he made, and not, it appeaps
without advantage to the Increasing
credibility of the Pentateuchal recorl'!dg
Owing to the fragmentary and Imper.
fect nature of the text, the French ta.b-
let, which conslsts of the left-hand p-or:
tion of a table of elght columns £lves
1ittle fresh knowledge concermin'g the
deluge. It would be more correct to
describe it a8 an introduction to another
version of the story of the food which
may yet be unburied. ’

*OQne of the differences from
Smith's tablet, for instance, ls mf‘iﬂ;gnf
tlon of a swallow, and, on other even
more important points, the recent djg-
covered text on the Babylonian deluge
represents the recension differing from
that published by George Smith Iin the
seventies. Apart, however, from the
fact that Scheil’s tablet as far as can
be made out, bears a distinct resem-
blance to the more comiplete text de-
ciphered by Bmlith over twenty years
ago, particularly the patriarch, Pir-Na-
pistlm, or the Babylonlan Noah, ap-
pearing in both texts, as the favored of

dlstinguishea

most in most minds regarding the com-'quletly over'there and either capture op”

?

the God "Aa,” who warns and instructs

him to build a ship, yet the great value
of Father Scheil’s dlscovery ia’in the
striking indleation the time-worn and
mutilated tablet supplies as to its date.
Together with the inscriptions of the
scribe’s name, the date itze!f was fixed
with trustworthy accuracy, about 2000
B, C. Mr, Pinches doea not think 1t
could be less than 2000 B. C., and migkt



