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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

JORDAN AND UTAH LAKE.

The wnoet far-reachiong decleion yet
rendered by the Biate Bupreme court,
sod ope of tbe most hoportant ever
made in Utab, Ia that given io the

NEwS of Wedbpesday evening, In tbe
care of Belt l.ake Cityetal vo J. H.

Colladge et 8), involving queetiona as.

to the use of UJtah Liake ax a reservoir
for Irrigating a great portion of 8alt
Liake county. The oplnion waa writien
by Judge Bartch, apd atates the ohse
with mueh olearnese; btz value in thie
1egard is such tbst It should be oare-
fully read by everyooe interested ip
the irrigeting csepais from Jordan
river, and o irrigation matters gen-
erally. 8o {ar as cooceroe the noints
toaohed upon thereln, we do not
oare to elahorste; but tbere are
some Inotdenial matters connected
wilh the osee whioh are of deep fnter-
est, and which tbe oecision neceesarily
ie Dot an explanstlon of, yet are jm-
portaot for the publio to understand.
Iptbenoumerous puitsthatare reiated
to the Whole 1esue, there huve been
ralsed many complioated guestions. It
haes been o tedious for the public mipd
to folivw these, and now the deoision
disypoeen of themalliu very simple form,
But ip reacbing that corolusiou a vast
amount of research was Decesrary,
buth oo the part ol coupee]l in toe case
ard of the rourt. For s complete pre-
sentation ofthe cake 8o that tbeequitiea

therect could he reached, it wa-
essentinl tbat a thorongh undersiand-
fug of tne priociples of hy-
druulice apd hydrostatice as ap-

plied lo the ip-ues ¢hould he fovokeo;
and for the wmasterly way o whioch
this was doDe, we canndi refrain from
cowplimenstiog Hon. F, 8, Richarde,
of couneel for the plalotifte, whoae
asotion io this particular mapifested a
comprepeosisn of the subject thai
was far heyood the special interest o
his immediate chents, and embraced
ils value and importaoee Lo the publio
generaily,

Many years ago there was a dispule
me to how muoh, of a dam tbe canul
compsnies ocould mrintaln o the
Jordun river, as Ltha cutlet of Utan
Liake, witbout infringlog upon tue
righte of land Ownere afound
the lake, In 1885 there were
five irrigatiog caDals drawlog
water for lapnds o Balt Liake county:
the Jordan and Halt Lake oanal lo
thie gity and the Draper cansi on the
east tide of the river, and three big
onnals weet of the Jordap. In that
year these canal companies entered
toto s coniTuct with ell 1be land ow nere
around Uiabh Lake, a8 to the dam
which might be maintsined in the
river and the use of the lake as &
reservoir, Aod bow high tbe waler
might he raieed, ‘When ihis com.
promir+ point wan agreed upon, it was
pleo agreed that there should be a lake
cominlesion ol Bve, who ebouly
deteraine just what boards migbt he
plaeced in the Jam o keep the level
of the water up to 8 desired point jor
tbe ure of the canale,

1o 1898, disputes arose as to tbe bigh
waler mark, snd many suits were
brought sgainat the osnal companles

for damages nlleged to have heed
caused by keeplog the waters too high.
The companies made numercus oflorts
10 have these settied by arbitration, but
po esatisfactory agreement could be
reached. Fiopally, 8alt Lnke Cily ano
the capal compapier breught suit
aeaipst the and owners Lo determine
just what hbight (he waler could
be maintaiped at, whbat obstruc-
tiope might be placed In  the
Jordan to bold the waler back,
and to enjoln tbe briogliog of
furtber eaite for dewmages. Tbe cily
attoroeya aod Rieharde & Riocbharde
were eugaged by tbe piaintifls, while
Prove, Ozden aod 8alt Liake attofneye
ol eminence and sbllity were engaged
by the defendants; and Lhe cure hoe
been olosely cobtested throughout,
Previoua to the Institution of any
Jawaulte, the oanal companies had
dredged the Jordsn river, eo that a
dem of Lwenty-two incbes 1o hight
could be kept In 82 an equivalent of tbe
par that wus removed, This dredging
was done io order to draw more

water from Lthe lake reaervoir.
The Japd owDers around the
lake djeputed the rlght of the

cappl companiee tuv maint«ln the 22.
ineh permapent dam. Oa the thalap
the ceurt below of the mulpn sutt re.
ferred L*, the capnal crmpanien were
allowed 10 keep fourteen jnches of s
dam,

Tobe lmportapce to the farmers apnd
u3ers of waters in 8all Linke county ot
s chapge i tole ruling may be ocom-
prehenued when it is underatood that
37,000 aores of land are unuer {rriga-

tion from the five ospals, apu
that more than 1,000 !amilies
are dependent on thore caDale
lof waler for vgmeslio uee.
With the dspa at the 22.iueh

polnt, one Inch of water from the enr-
face of Utah Liake meant a full sapply
.1 all the capale I+T one week; r0 tbhe
reduction from twenty-two to Jourteen
jiugbee Look away elgbt weeka of waler
supply from the cacals. TheBupreme
court allows the full twenty.two 1noches
of dam a8 the proper permanent ob-
struction which the cansl companies
msy malntaio in the Jordan.

A nother point ob which the declsion
of the trial court waer appesaled [rom
wae ap to the time of placing boards 10
the dam, above the 22.incb
puint, to hold the water buck
in the lake ap to the compromiee puint
for bigh water. Tbe court below held
that tbe lake pommission, if it ordered
cut the planke after Ootober 1, could
not replace -them hefore March 15 of
the rucceeding ¥ear. Thuas tue lake
oould he lowered jo October, but to
caee of p dry seasoD could cot be releed,
mearurably deetroyiog Ite value a9 a
reservoir, unleesthe commieston should
decide before Ociober 1 that s ligin
wipler was 1D proapeol and (be hoarde
shouid remwaln 10, The impurtsnce of
this poipt mey he unueratoou wheb It
is kpbown that for two yesais al
s Ume tbhe cansl companiea have
had to majntain & pructically tight
dam to keep the waler in the lake up
to comprowise point, The capal com-
peplea insleted that the epirit of the
copntraot was

could order boards to bereplaced ol trom the thumplog he got.

the dam at any time, If they were
taken gut, and along in Daocember the
indicatlone were for a light fall of
apow aod dry season, the pianks cculd
be replaced, and the water reserved Ip
the lake, The Bupreme occurt alec
took thin Iatter view.

Now that the higbest coort baa
passed OpOD the maip irsues
jnvolved, the dispute in rettledd cooe
for all, apnd Jitlgation tbat hes been a
spurce of much worry apnd some ill
tecling is ended, It may he thut for
a time some of the parties will Dot lee]
that they have ot sil they desired, but
we belleve that as time goes on even
these wilj come to the copclusion thal
the Buprems court declaion is eminent-
i¥ joat to all the Interests imvolved. Al
auy rate it le now the law ot the lapd,
and ail partles intereated may pro-
ceed with a definite Enowledge of
thetr righta jo the premipes, and there
wi])l be no lurther cccaston 10T dieputes,
For tbie reason we ure glad that the
queatione rnlee) ore rettled, apd all
msy noW go on in barmony and
good wlll,
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CARP AN A NUINANCE.

There was & complaint in the NEws
the otber usy, chargiog a very eerlous
offente agalnel carp, which have be-
come quite nomerous in the walers of

the State,through theenergy of the fish
and game commieeioner, who brought
them to give whal he antiolpated
would prove s Wweloome increape
in the fieh food product of thia looality.
In the letter referred Lo It wae alleged
that the presence ¢f carp in & pond Was
the direct osuse of mslarial fevers in
the nelghborhood. ‘Fhere bad never
been any trouble previouely, but when
the fish hecame numervus in the pond
and etirred up tbe mud, the [evera de-
veloped. Whether it is merely a coln-
ocidence of whether the theory of the
complajoants e correct may be a Bub-
ject of JuTther investigation,

From Oregob, bowever, comes aD-
other complaint agains! Lhis partioular
clage o©of fish, the ranchers ulong
the Willametle slgugh belug the al-
ieged suffesere; and the statement le
made that they are loquiring
as to whether or not they bave
recourss in damsge suits against
the United BStates fsh  com
misslon for {otroduciog carp
into tue rivers of that sectivn, The
"clalm lo the district referred to ie that
ibe Ash are destroyipg tbe meadows
by esling the graes and grubbing up
the roots. Aa the water periodically
overflows the meadows, the oarp [ol-
Jow it op 1o thouaands, tbe emall ones,
welighlng about three pounds, pushing
their way up where the water ia only
tbree foches of s0 )0 Jepth and olear-
ing off all vegelativp, s that when the
waler recedea onty mu i flata are left,
QOne rancher, describilng what took
place auout » week ag' ,*R¥s Lhat|whiie
Juoking st the tish eativg bis gonse be
got 8o moad that he tovk off his ehoes
and stockiDge and Wenl out {nts the
shailow water and usttpesed Lhem
wilb e boe. He elashed 8 ot of them
in two, but when the Urove became
alprmed snd made for deep watlel Lhey
bumped thelr noses agalnst his sbine
and came near Lknookiog him off bla

that the commisslon (feet, snd his snkles are blaok and hlue
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