Re of Johm Tayhor to the Mounorable
" --ym!:;lh:. o

THE “MORMON” QUESTION,

tprvon Deszasr Nuws:

Dear Sir: —Having {bean in the country
sod not hearing of ME. Colfax’s reply,while
absent, is the reafion vy this answer has
been so lomg delayed;

Mr. Colfax has redlied to rpy article by
snother, pablished i the New York Jude-
pendent, Decomber 28d, Neaded **The Mor-
mon Question.” 3

I have always beext taught to reverence
mea in authority. My religion has not
lessesed the force of that precopt. I am
sorry to be under thq netessity of differing
from the honorable gentleman who stands
second la sathority jin the greatest cnd
freest nation in the workd. My motto has
always been and now Is: Homor to whom
honor is due; yet, wilile I feel bound to pay
vomage to .mdﬁa thlent and position L
cannot but realize that'‘all mea are now free
sad equal ” and tha&l live in aland where
the press, thought shd speech are free. If
persons! difference I suould
have had no controvérsy with Mr, $olfax,
and the honorable ghatleman, | am sure,
will excuse me for |
fense of what I know to be a traduced and
injured people. I would not accuse the
geatieman of misregfresentation.
help knowing, howeyer;, that he is misin-

formed in relation talmast of his historieal
to an outraged com-
requires that such
stalements should e met and the truth
I cannét bnt“ilh.lnk
haspitality of our city

so,he héid a perfect right to do,
f ambng & class of men that
were, perhaps, not vary reliable in histori-

I am not sarprised
Judices; I can sccourd
bat candot permii My, Colfax, even ignor-

friends withount de-

“The demand of the
tory for immediate
nion, as a State, made

meeting
egato at the
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as the site of thelr New Jerusalem.”
mistake) “Thence their leaders went west

in Jackson county
site for anotherNew
turned to Kirtland to remain for five

ng up in the de-
n
thereand re-

details; aad
munity, as well as

viadioated.
whioh of cour
Lie threw

. C. continues: “And unjastifiable as
such outrages are this one was based on
alleged fraud and not on rgh!giam belief.”
beliofand no
fraud, and that this statement is a perver-
r the bank was not opened until
and feather-
iag referred to, But did the bank fhil? yes,
in 1537, about five years after, in the
Innk:hi Umn o (hnouh.
in the States, in kY
in England, France and other
curope. Is it so much more
criminal for the Mormons to make a fail-
ure than others? Their bank was swallow-

maelstrom, and
some time afler the fallure of the bank,
g-umm
they were soon sccused
habitations and
with secrot assassinations.”” Was there no

‘at his a rent pre-
for hhpnupuhgq,

antly, to traduce
fense. e states

people of Utah

adm isslon Into the
al their recent con
remonted by their
ug session of
1o meet face to

aprl'nu

aud to be

approach-

tggmuon

face, Il:;uon which it has

E-uhl ble in a Terri-
mgission into the Union?

T S

- L 0y

W:ﬂ they not all Tebritories

and generally appliefl to Congress

obtained sdmission? Why should Utah be

She Ivs from time to time,

isition,

containing a

groat an
thereanythi -

:ury;ﬁlyl.n‘br
tow have other
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an exoeption®

as a constitutional reyg of plundering

Setmtih hovs
should Congreas,

call on President

wo are told
t members ol
his infallibili

recent expulsion of

hllml:r ) -
that rogarils wer
y-q!lhulpowm

0 havéto that Mr,
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urselves with Wu. ete.,
est you excite the of the peo-

ple.’
Is not this perseeution for religion?
Mr. Colfax next takes us to Nauvoo and
-yz;::rﬂ'mm they remained until 1846;
the bances which finally caused them
to leave the city were not in conao&uem
of their religious creed. Foster and Law,
who had been Mormons, renounced the
faith and established an anti-Mormon pa-
at Nauvoo, called the FErpositor. In
y, 1844, the prophet and a of his
followers, on publication of first
number, m:l:::l the office, tore it down

This isa m e. The Erpositor was

E

citizens generally, and would not have
been allowed to exist in any other com-
munity sd-J. The people complained to
m authorities about it and after mature

beration the City Council passed an
ordinance nrt;.leirln‘ its removal as a
nuisance, and it removed. In a
conversation wh.h'govm Ford, om
this subject, afterwards, when inform-

destroying it,
I wish it had been done by a mob.”” 1 told
him that we preferred a legal course, and
that Blackstone described a libelous press
as & nuisance and liable to be removed;
our city charter gave us the power to
move nuisances; and that if it was suppos-
ed we had contravened the law, we were
Cavestgntion. M. Goila's Sstery mie
in . r. s rv sa
“The authorities thereupon ecalled out l,;:
militia to enforce thelaw, and the Mormons
armed themselves to resist it.’’ 'The facts
were that armed mobs were organized in
the neighborhood of Carthage and War-
saw, Govetnor eame tn Carthago and
sent a deputation to Joseph Smith, request-
ing him to send another to him, with au-
thentic documents in relation to the late
g.liﬂlon]uu. o Dr. J. M. ﬁcrnhhorl, our I;to
to Con and myself, were de-
ums a co.slr::.l.me to wait upon the
vernor. His Excellency thoughtit best
(although weo had had a bearing before) for
us Lo have u reheariug on the press (ues-
tion. We called his stiention to the un-
settled state of the country, and the gene-

we must bring a guud;:.h:lz u‘all;elt fally
competent u:rm ou ves, but were
afraid it would create acollision. [e said,
““We had better come entirely unarmed,”

and pledged his faith and the f«ith of the

State for our protection. We went unarm-
ed to trusting in the Governor’'s

word. to the unsettied siate of

affairs we ontered into recognizances to
appear at another time. A warrant was
issued for the arrestofof Joseph and Hy-~
rum Smith, for treason. Theyv were re-
manded to jail, and while there were
murdered, Not ‘‘by a party of mob,” as
Mr. Colfax's history states, “from Mis-
souri,” but by men in Illinois, who, with
blackened faces, perpetrated the hellish
deed; they did not overpower the guard, as
stated, the guard h them in the per-
formance of their fiendish act. I saw them
for I was there at the time. I eoulda tale
unfold that would implicate editors, offie-
ers, military and civil, ministers of the
pel, and other wolves in sheep's cloth-
B.
The following will show in part what
our position was:
“A proclamation to the citizens of Han-
cock County:—Whereas, ainob of from one
to two hundred men, under arms, have

west of Hancock county, and are at
this time destroying the dwe , and
other buildings, s of grain and other

inh
e uman m‘:;unri compelling de-

the sun, there to lie and suffer

without aid or assistance of = friond.l[':

m sald rioters other peace break-
ers to desist, forthwith, and I hereby call

u the law-abid citizens, posse
n’:mum-oﬂm ,m‘:tv‘t&:; ﬂ

united aid in suppressing the rioters
maintaining the supremacy of the law.

e J. B, BACKENSTOS, :
Sheriff of Hanoock County, Ills.”

3%
T

Nauavoo, in

eonsult abou They were

Mmmﬂ devastation
that

I

fans of a free an
the capacity ofbuccaneers and

and some
petition to the President
continuance of President Young in office.
He continues: “In February, 1856, a mob
of armed Mermons
from the heads of the
the United States court room and at the

int of the bowie knife compelled Judge

rammond to adjourn his court sine die;"”
(this is a sheer fabrication, there mnever
was such an occurrence in Utah) “and very
soon all the United States officers, except
nt, were com

every settlement to destroy evw
had we been driven to it we should hav.
made such a as never was
witnessed in the U. S, Every house would
have been buraed and level to the ground,
barn, grain and hay stack, every
meeting house, court house and store de-
molished; every fruit treeand shrub would
have been cut down; every fence burned
and the country would have been left a

g

lled to flee
same ami-
ted Judge Drummond
& courtezan from Wash-
whom he introduced as his wife,
her with him on the bench. The
following will show the mistake in regard

to Col. Steptoe and others:
““ro His Excellency Franklin Plerce,
President of the United States,

“Your petitioners would respectfully re-
resent that, Whereas Governor Brigham
ses the entire confidence of
the people of this Territory, without dis-
tinction of party or sect, an
al acquaintance and social intercourse, we
find him to hea tirm su
stitution and laws of the
a tried piiiar of
and baving re

marks, in
semblies,

from the T

with him

from person-

rter of the Con-
ited States, and
ublican imstitu
ly listened to his re-
vate as well as in public as-
know he is the warm friend
and able supporter of Constitutional liber-
ty, the rumors published in the 8
the contrary, notwithstanding; and ha
canvassed to our satisfaction, his doings as
Governor and Superintendent: of Indian
affairs, and also' the distribution ofappro-
priations for public buildings for the
ritory, we do most cordially and cheer-
y represent that the same has been ex-
pended to the best interest of the nation,
and, whereas, his appointment would bet-
ter subserve the Territorial interest than
the appointment of any other man.'

“We therefore take great pleasure in
recommending him to your favorable con-
sideration, and do earnestly request his
appointment as Governor, and Superinten-
dent of Indian affairs for this Territory.

Utah Territo
F. Kinney, C

“Salt Lake Ci
ber 30th, 184,
Supreme Court, L.eonidas Shaver
J. Steptoe, Lt. Co.
army, John F. Reynolds, Bvt. Maj., Rufus
Ingaies, Capt. Sylvester Mo
I.. Livingston,

ef Justice

unt Juastice, E,

wry, La Chett,
no. C. Chandler, Robert O.
Tyler, Henj. Allston, Lieutenants; Chas,
Rankin, Horaee 'R.
Medical Staff, U. S, A. He
Q. C. Branham, C. J.
Lucian L. Bedell, Wm. Mac, J. M. Hocka-
and other strangers.”’

re was really no more cause for anarmy
then than there is now, and there is no
more reason now, in reality, than there
was then, and the bills of Messrs. Cragin
and Cullom are only a series of the same
infamies that we have before experienced,
and are designed, ss all unbiassed men
know, to create a difficulty
aided by the clamor ofspeculators and con-
tractors, who have of course, a very dis-
interested desire to relieve their venerated
y thruosting their patriotic hands

ots,

mnful neces-
's history.
baveno souls,”
y conscienti-

ral mob spirit that prevailed; and asked if A. Perry,

and collision,

I am sorry dtﬁl?:g unlgor the

u r.
“‘corporations
and nations are not proverbiall
ous about their nomenclature or records.

Diplomacy

Tt s aaid that

ves together in the south- | that

property, of a portion of our citizens in the
most

to their
slek beds and exposing them tom”of
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adm'wu-gtobo

ves | Boston, %YLee and She

‘fmltimuad the
enligh Repu !i!c to

uliprlng rumors pmhﬂm{ an

In the
intended advance of the army, Preferring

to conflict, we left Salt Lake

promise
City and the northern part of the Territory
en masse and prepared ourselves, for what
we then considered, a coming conflict. Af-

preparing com materials
mﬂﬂdent number of men in

g;
e

wilderness as we found it. We

etermined that if we could not en-

joy our homes in that never again
should our enemmval in our posses-

I now come to Mr, Colfax’s next heading

‘“THEIR POLYGAMY.”

As this is simply a rehash of his for-
mer arguments, without answe: ing mine,
1 beg to be excused his leng-
quotation as this ele is

Inrrrdtoonrtolonﬁonor 1
religions,” Mr. C. entertains very singular
ideas. We do invite men of almost per-
suasions to preach to us in our tabernacles,
but we are not so latitudinarian in our
principles as to farnish meeting houses for
all; we never considered this a part of the

. M ho
me o‘:lng uses are generally

men

are advised not to go and hear us; we open
ours, and say to eur congregatiens and
hear them, but we donot mfoumhh
Neither is the follow statement

“About the same time he (Mr.

Taylor) was w it, Godbe and others
were being ex from the church for
believing the infallibility of Brigham

Young.” No person,as I before was

pelled from the church for doubting
the infallibility of PresidentYoung; it is
but just to say that President Young. him-

A, Mr, C. aguin repoatls Lis

mént in relation to the suttee, or burn-
ing of widows in India, and after giving a
very elaborate and correct account of its
suppression by English suthority says:—
herever EKnglish power is recognized
there this ed rite is now
stérnly forbidden and prevented. England
with united voice said ‘stop’ and India
obeyed."”

To present Mr, Colfax’'s argument fairly,
it stands thus: The burning of Hindoo
widows was considered a religious rite, by
the Hindoos. The British were horrified
at the practice, and suppressed it. The
Mormons mw
ious rite. The nation consider
it a scandal and that

¢t to put it
down. Without muﬂngmm dgtnus.

to be a relig-

the above a famr statement

of she question. He says ‘‘the claim
that reiigious faith. commanded it

we would not follow them in charging their

cannon with t.hgnoﬂ',

in this same 1 am gilad, to find
Administratio

n views and acts

upon the question of neutrality more hon-
orably than our trans-atlantic cousins. But
Eolnl'.. The Dritish suppressed the

India, and therefore we must be

moral and su y in
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alarming extent in the United Statey Y

will show how near righy |

Extract from a book, entitled, b

@ Dove’s Nest, by Rev. John Tod f‘ﬂ‘ﬁ
Under the head of ** nable

we read the following: PMurdg, | =

“By the advertisements of almost ey !J
paper, ¢ity and village in the land, g
medicines to be effectual “from wh.;.\hf s
causes' it is needed; by thé shamelesg
notorious great establishments, ﬂued““ ﬂ
snd advertised as places where any won,  pm
may resort to effect the end desired inf
which now pumber in the cityo{New'Y“‘- prC
alone over” four hundred, advertised <, mt
abundanily patronized, houses devoted |, wit
the work of abortionating; by the CODfey e
sions of hundreds of women /made
physicians, who have been injun by Qt:: $
process; and by the aslmost constant ang
uoblushing applications made to the pro.
fession from ‘women in all classes .
society, married and unmarried, rich g
poor and otherwise, good, bad or indifte,
ent,’ to aid them in the thing—do we kng,
of the frequency of this crime?” P. 4 and ;
1 would not advise anyone to challege.
further disclosures, else we can show tha
France, with all her atheism, that Payj,
with all her license, is not as guilty, in tp;
respect, as is staid New England at g,
present hour. Facts can be adduced thy
will make the ears tingle; but we dop
want to divulge them; but we do want r.h;
womanhood of our day to understand thy
the thing can be no longer concealed; tiy
commonness or fashion cannotdo awa,
with its awfal guilt; it is deliberate ang
cold-blooded murder.” P, 13and 14, :

These facts are corroborated by Iir
Story in a book, entitled, Wiy Not, I
and Shepherd, Boston. By the New York
Medical Journal, September, 1866, b the
Boston Commonwealth, Soringfield (

Worster DPalladium, Northampton Fr,,
Press, Salem Observer and, as stated aboye
‘““by the advertisements of almost every
paper, city and village in the land.”’ T have
statistics before me now, from a physician
stating the amount of prostitytion, cide
and infanticide inChicago; but bad as Chics-
go is represented tobe, these statements are
80 enormous and revolting that I cannot
believe them. Neither is the statement
made by some of the papers, in to
Mr. Colfax’s association with the Richard-
son case, reliable, Men in his position have
their enemies, and it is not credible that 5
gentleman holding such strong prejudice
about, what he considers, the 1mmorality
of the “Mormons,”” and whose moral ideas
in relation to virtne and chastity, are se
pure, could lend himself as an accomplice
to the very worst and most revolting
Ehue of Free I.oveism. And 1 would

ere solicit the aid of Mr. Colfax, with his
superior jintelligence, his brilliant talents
Blighting, withemn BopFpn A A

ng, g curse of prostitution,
farticide and infanticide. ’ ’

I call upon philosophers and philanthro-
pists to stop it: know ye not that the
transgression of every law of natare brin
its own punishment, and that as noble &
race ol meun as ever existed on the earth
are becominz emasculated and destro
by it? 1 call npou physicians to stop it;you
are t:he'fuardmns of the people's healih,
and justice requires that you shomld use
all your endeavors to stop the demoralis
ation and destruction of our race. I
upon ministers of the gospel to MP%
know ye not the wail of murdered infants
is ascending into the ears of the Lord ol
Sabaoth that the whole nation is hast-
ening to destruction whilst you are sing-
ing lullaby songs to murderers and mur-
deresses? I callu statesmen to stop it;
know ye not that thestatisticiansinform wus
that our original stock is running out, and
thatin consequenee of this crime we sre
being supplanted by foreigners, and tha
the enemies of the negro race are already
exulting in the hope of their spet ex-
tinction, by e¢oyping your vices,: call
upon the fauir daughters of America and
theirabettors their husbands and paramours
to pause in their career of crime; you came

ofmbonoublomdpmmr our fath-
= others h?nnda

were
not stained with the blood of innocence;
they could press their pillows im
o thety waiitg sihpeing. T
of their w o upon
municipal and State suthorities and especi-
ally upon Con to stop this withering,
cursing and ng blight, I call upon
all honorable men and women to nse
influence to do[i this growing evil. I con-
jure you by the love of God, by the ties of
consanguinity, by a respect for our race
and a love for our nation, by themoans of
murdered infants and the fear of an aveng-
i.nfn retribution, helg stop this cursed evﬁ!
the province of Gararet, Hindostan,
Enm' have been in the habit of destroy-
g infant children as soon as born; and at
children

were sacrificed to the Gan from time
it;nmemoria.l; bothst)t:':ll:m British na-
on suppressed. we practice crim
in civlﬁfed and Christian ; Ameriea, th.:l.
England will not allow heathens tq per-

¢ | form,but put them down by the

strong arm
of the law? You indeed tell us that these
things are ‘““banned by you, banned by the

1law, ed by mo: and publie opin-

ion;”” your bans are but a mockery and a
fraud,are is your New England temperance
laws; your law reaches one in a thousand
who is so unfortunate as to be publicly ex-
posed. Theseerimes, of which I ran
riot in the land,a withering, cursing

The affected purity of the nation is a myth;

mistresses of New York their
pimps and What of the

your those who are ig-
ed. I ““hfddmm m:len’t
why d

Siop tile datintng, cursed wvill, T ami’ ro.
minded of the spouter Who
oot oot T R ek Tk
an wont co : we do comtrol
these horrid vices and do you want

Of all that grave write;
And though a Hm 2 the
Homh-:a’ndmn,thoclm spot in

our cities, counties and towns are out of
debt, We have no gam' no drunken-
ness, no , : '
"We maintain our wives and
ren, and we have made the *
som a8 the rose.” We are
and with all the

;
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We have now a Territory out of debt;



