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sentiy, begun by him at Washington
with a lavish expenditure of momey.
At that time, the slave power was pre=-
ponderant in the person of Franklin
Pierce.. Lord Elgin informed the pro-
glavery leaders that elther they must
grant to Canada reclprocity, or else
they would soon have to admlt Into the
Union six or seven mew free States,
with a population Intensely hostile to
slavery. The result was the recipro-
elty treaty of 1354, which remained In
force until March 16, 1866. While the
treaty was operative, the population
af Canada Increased at least forty per
cent. Since the abolation of the treaty,
the populaion has grown much more
slowly, and it is now probable that a
period of stagnatlon has been reached.!
A renpwal of the treaty of 1854 would
enable Canada 4o induce and retain
immigration and prevent emigration.
Even a galn of twenty-flve per cent in
her population in ten years would glve
Canada a total increase of 1,260,000 clt-
fzens, who, If the value of an Individ-
wal be put so low as $1,000, would be
worth $1,250,000,000. Agalin, the contin-
uation ©f the exlsting bomding privl-
leges foF ten years would secure for ths
.Canadian Rallway$250,000,000 i traffie
earnings. There would be still another
gource of profit. The present annual
products of Canada’s farms, fNsheries,
forests and mines, and the earnlngs
of her vessels engaged in the coasting
trade, canmot be appralsed at less than
£500,000,000. Reciprocity would secure I:oI
the producer in Canada an average |n-
crease in price of ten per cent, not omly
upon the portion exported, but upon the
portior consumed at home. The an-
nual value,therefore of the reciprocity to
the Camadlam producer of natural pro-
ducts and to Canadlan vessel-owners,
wonuld he not less than $500,000, which
wiould be mot less than 500,000,000, which
would amount to $500,000,000 in ten
years. It follows that the tobtal galn to
Canada from all of the {hree sources
enumerated would be, in ten vears,
£2 000,000,000, On our side, we sheuld
simply acquire access for our manu-
factures to a market furnished by but
five mlillion consumers, whereln wa
should have to compete on equal terms
with British and Camnadlan artlcles.—
Collier's Weekly.

FRANCE'S NEW QABINET.

[Written for the "Deseret News” by
Antolne Muz Zaelll.]

The new French cabinet has just been
constituted under the presidency of M.
Duprey, It i3 entirely made up of mod-
erate republlcan, mand the name of its
premler who has pecupled that envied
position already under Casimer Perler's
presidency !s a program by itselfl. Pres-
Gambretta’s school, who has never had
much esteem for the radicals. He Is a
conservatlve man in the hest sense of
the word, partisan of all reasonable
progress, but at the same tlme a maost
decided adversary of all utopia, wheth-
er social or political and for these very
reasons was never very much in love
with Brisson’s cabinet and 13 doubtless
very glad of iis downfall

The French President not belng res-
ponsible before the congress has to
choose his cabinet according to the
wishes of the majority of the twg cham-
bers, which often vaclllates hetween
the extreme parties. The principal and
most Interesting persgnage In the pres-
ent cabinet is unquestlonably M, de
Freycinct who seems to be the French
Benjamin. Since he entered publle life
In 1870, he hag been a memher of five
or six cahinets, and four tlmes “prime”
or president of the council. -A few years
ago he was elected a member of the
French academy agalnst a dozen com-
petitors, and more recently he had hls
senatorial dignity rewarded for another
period of nine years. The moment,

seems propltuoue to examine his career
and to discover the secret of hls suc-
cess.

At the age of seventeen he entered
the Polytechmic school, and was grad-
uated fourth in 1848. During the second
emplre he was entirely occupled as a
government eclvil engineer and entrust-
2d with several seientific and industrial
missions in forelgn countries,and wrote
a serles of remarkable reports upon
sanitary questions and the work of wo-
men and children iIn English factories,
Although not taking an active part in
politles, other than belng a member of
the general council for the department
of Taru-at-Garcune, M. de Freycinet
was considered a fair imperlallist, and
was sufficlently popular at court to
recelve the decoration of the Legion of
Honor from the very hands of Empress
Eugene herself. It is true that this fa-
vor was bestowed on the eve of the
Franco-German war.

After the disaster 'of Sedan and the
formation of the government of na-
tional defence, M. de Freycinet of-
fered hls services to Gambetta,
who was then minlster of the Interior.
He explalned to Gambetta his ldea of
the general situation of the country,
the resources and means of defense
that still remzalned in spite of the !m-
mense reverses already eXxperienced.
The young and ardent defender of the
country was entirely captivated by the
modesty and luminous intelligence of
the engineer as well as by his energetic
will, and at once named him prefect of
the Taru-et-Garocune; but Mr. de
Freycinet was not a man t0 remaln a
great while In a prefecture when he be-

lleved that he would be of more utility.

elsewhere. As soon as Gambetta ar-
rived at Tours, a month later, In Octo-
ber, '70, Mr. de Freycinet hurrled
thither and demanded more active ser-
vice. Having united in his hands the
departments of war and interior, Gam-
beita appointed the prefect as hls per-
donal delegate for the war department.
In this position de Freyeloet's admin-
Istrative experlence and vast technjeal

knowledge enabled him to render in-
valuable service +to +the provisional
government. In less than four months

600,000 men were equipped and sent to
meet the enemy. Thls force represemt-
ed an average organization of two regl-
ments, or 6,000 men a day, That is
mere than the great Alglers has ever
done here !n our war with Spaln, In
a hook writteén In 1871, Mr. de Freycinet
has retraced with an abundance and
precision of detalls, a elearness of ex-
positlon and a simplicity of recltal, all
the tremendous efforts he made at that
period to impress upon the dlrection of
military officers that activity and ener-
EY 80 nécessary to sustaln and enepur-
age the resistance and tg ralse equip
and Instruct the recrujts who fought
the German army for four months. Of
all Gambetta’s co-workers, Mr. de
Freycinet is the one who comtrituted
most efficaclously to the organizatlan
of the provineial govermment and to
the arming of ‘the natlon while Parls
was besieged. He had the technleal
qualities that were indispensable for
the solutlon of a great number of ape-
cllal problems, a methodieal mind,

a
tenaclous activity and an Indomitable
pertinaclty. De Freyelnet's polltical

enemies have tried to bellttle this glorl-
ous work, but history, which wlilI be
severe on Alger's administration, wlll
undoubtedly say that he served his
country well at one of 1ts most critical
periods.

Mr, de Freycinet retired from the
government after the armistice and
was a candidate for the natlonal as-
sembly in July, 1871; being defeated,
he went back to private life, where
he remalpned untll the senatorial elec-
tlon of 1876. For five years after the
war the members of the governmeut of

natlonal defense had been gutrageousiy
albused, thelr acts and motives miscon-
strued, Mr. de Freycinet considered
that the time had come to ask the elec-
tors of Parls to show by their votes
rwhether one of the most Important
agents of that government was worthy

f their confidence. The response was
his electlon on the first ballot by a
large majority. From that moment
began his political career.

In the genate M. de Freyclnet took a
leading position. He was named chalr-
man of the army committee and pre-
semited a remarkable report on the nesw
law providing for the reorganlzatlion of
the military forces. The followlng year
he became minliater of public works and
immediately afterwards introduced his
great project of extending the rallway
and water communicatlons of Franece,
a project involving the expendlture of
668 mitllons of dellars, whleh has been
only executed. M. de Freyeinet next
position was presldent of the councll
and miniater of forelgn affairs. Al-
though a Protestant, hls desire to deal
gently with the Catholle religicus con-
gregations caused his downfall, and a
passing difference with his friend Gam-
betta excluded him from the ministry
formed by the ex-dictator of Tours
and which succeeded hls own. However,
Gambetta was, In his turn, seon thrown
out of office and M. de Freycinet re-
turned to power a8 préemler and min-
{ster of forelgn affalrs. Agaln minister
im 1885 and 1886, he was flnally named
minister of war in the Plagquet cabinet
of 188S. He has retained this post In
the three ministries that have been
formed since. When he became sec-
retary of war there was a great outery
among conservatives. They threw up
their hands in despair at the idea of a
clvilian directing the war departmenit,
although the examples of England and
the Unlted States were cited as proofs
that the plan was perfectly feasible (hut

i then ithe great organizer Algler had not

yet heen discovered}, and the result s
that M. de Freyecinet has made a most
admirable minister of war; even his
political enemles are now obliged to
admit it. And in his present adminis-
tratfon we may feel assured that jus-
tice will be rendered to Dreyfus. TFor
the present minister of war is a maost
honorable man, as shows his positlon of
fortune -M. de Freycinet belng vet a
poor man.

When Lthe
academy were

members of the French
unalJIE,f 0“’1&1}% tf-:

at number af can ales,
igeagrﬂ: upon a successor for EmllE.
Angler's seat, one of thelr number said:
“Why not take de Freycinet? He is
already a member of the academy of
science, it ts true, but the French acad-
emy has always coquetted more or leas
with the distinguished members of the
othe rsectlons of the institution, and
§t is a tradition to call te our ranks
eminent statesmen, who have the gift
of eloguence, even though their lter-
ary language be light.” So the prime
minister instead of sollciting a seat
with the !mmertals, was politely invit-
ed to take it. And he ls certainly not
out of place among the distinguished
men in all walks ,who oceupy the other
thirty-nine fauteuils ]

What Is the secret of Mr. de Frey-
cinet's success and popularlty? For
the recent vote renewing his senaterial
term shows that he has conquered a
great popularity among all the repub-
lican groups. Filrst of all, he {8 a very
honest man; no one has ever been able
to say that he uses his public office for
private enda. Next he is gifted with
a remarkahle Intelligence; he has a jine
supple mind and a marvelous faculty
of Imitation, which enables him to he
fn his place everywhere, and to speak
upon all queations with authority. As



