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HIS is the
chicago of
the chinese
empire it is
nearly
miles fromf r 0 in
the sea coast
and there are
at this point
three cities
which face
each otherother
much as
new york
jersey Ccityi t y

and brooklyn which have an aggre-
gate population of something like 2000

of people standing on pagoda
hill behind the city of hanlangHanIan yang you
look down in fact upon the homes
of almost and you see hun
freds of villages thousands of boats

in which families live and die and have
spread out before you the three great
cities of bankow hanlang and wu
chang in front 0oft you facinglac in the south
flows the broad yanyingtsetse ririverver which is

at this place still a mile wide and which
is so deep throughout its course that the
biggest steamers that sail the ocean can
come up here and anchor at its wharves
the city on the opposite side is muchangWuchang
it has perhaps three quarters of a
zamillionillion people and the high wall which
runs around it is twelve miles in length
it is the home of one of the most pro-
gressivegres sive governors of china and is the
capital of the state of hupee which is
bigger than the whole of new england
turn to your left and you see at your
feet the city of hanlangHanyang with its vast
iron works lorfor the making of steel rails
beyond it across the river han which is
so filled with boats that their masts
make you think of a thicket of hoop
poles is the vast plain covered with her
buildings of bankow which is even
larger than muchangWuchang and which is the
commercial capital of this part of the
empire As you look over landscapethe
yourour eye meets as much water as landRthee mighty yingtseyang tse above and below

ou flows on like a great inland sea itsaoublosomosom loaded with a score of steamers
and thousands of queer lookinlooking junksn
there are boats before you which havehav
come 2000 miles down its waters through
the deep gorges of achang and mixed
with them are ships from canton amoy
foo chow and other great cities along
the coast there are tea junks from the
big lake and queer looking
crafts from a thousand different localities
each having a build and make peculiarly
its own

As you look you realize the force of
the assertion that china has more boats
than all of the rest of the world put
together the yingtse is here cut into
by canals and the great lagoons lying
back in the country are spotted with
sails the river han which has flowed

1300 miles in its winding course from
its source to its mouth has brought
down hundreds of river junks and ships

I1 are being loaded at scores of these
wharves for all parts of the empire and
of the world today the trade ot this
place amounts to about a
year and every dollars worth of this has
to be carried away by water in the
years to come a large part of it will go
bylandby land and railroads may make han
kow the greatest city of asia if not the
biggest on the globe

the probabilities are that this place
will be some day one of the great manu-
facturingfacacturing centers of the world there
isis coal and iron near here in close prox-
imity to one another and the water com-
municationmuni cation is such that coal can be
shipped here from almost any part of the
empire already a population of more
than are tributary to this
point by rivers and canals anandd the great
trunk linelifie of future china willwilI1 probably
run through bankow from Ppekingeking to
canton taking in more big ccitiesties and a
greater number of people than
any other railroad on the globe peking
has a million of people has
more than a million and it would be on
the line only eighty miles south of the
imperial capital from thence it woud
cutCIA its way further south about miles
through one of the most thickly settled
partsarts of the empire to bankow where
Kit would strike these cities of two million
from here on to canton it cannot be
more than miles and the land is
rich in the extreme and it teems with
millions canton is one of the great
trading centers of the world and it is
said to have about three millions of a
population the whole length of the
road would be less than 1500 miles and
there would not be a waste spot on it
it will take but little grading and it
aouwouldid I1 judge be a comparatively
cheap road to build it would be a bee
line from north to south china and
would be largely patronized as soon as
the chinese discovered its value there
are no people on the globe quicker to
make ususe of a good thing and a cheap
thing than these chinese

As it is they have the dearest otof
modes of travel and though their wheel-
barrows and boats carry goods for al-
mostr nothing in comparison with the
labor spent in running them they are
dear in competition withwith steam As it
is the steamers on the yingtse are
kept up by chinese freight and passen-
gers and every steamboat I1 have seen
has been crowded with them they
ride first and second class and many of
them take a sort of steerage passage
sleeping in bunks in a large compart-
ment in the rear end of the steamers

the first railroad in china was from
shanghai to woosungWo a distance of
about twelve miles woosung is the
bar at the mouth of the khampoa river
and this road did a big business till
some ot the chinese thought it was
injuring their luck and they complained
to the authorities the officials bought
the road at a high price from the foreig-
ners who owned it and threw the loco-
motive which they said contained a
devil into the river some of the rails

are ststill11 left and it may be that the road
will ibe again built in the future one
thing is very certain and that is the
moment the chinese appreciate that
they can make and run roads of their
own their superstition will not stand in
the way of making them and many ot
the officials are experimenting to see
what they can do I1 saw a locomotive
which had been recently built by the
chinese machinists at the
arsenal near shanghai and it runs as
well as any of our engines I1 was
shown railroad iron I1 mean steel rails

which they had made there with
chinese iron and there seems to be no
doubt but that they can manage a roll-
ing mill very well there is a vast deal
of waste now it is true and this will
continue as long as the work is done
by the officials who expect to get a big
living out of their lings but it will
be different when factories otof this kind
are started asrias privatevate enterprises just
now the chiefchie movements in the direc-
tion of railroads are from the govern-
ment and the idea is to render china
impregnable in case of war this is
the purpose of the viceroy here he
hates the foreigners and he wants to
drive them out of the country he is
using them to build factories and he
has a cotton mill run by steam and filled
with modern machinery which is one of
the largest in the world it contains a
thousand looms and it is located on the
banks of the yingtseYangtse in the city of
muchangWuchang it is now making money I1
am told and it is profiting offon the risein foreign cottons through the fall in the
value of silver

speaking of extravagance in railroad
buibuiningbuilt lingWing I1 doubt whether there has ever
been erected a more costly plant than
that which is now being put up here by
this viceroy for the building of cars the
making of rais and the turning out of
a full equipment for the line which is at
some future time to run from here to
Ppeping thehe works are being putdut up
bbyy belgians as foreforemenmen and about fifty
hhigh priced men are now employed
hhereere on salaries I1 visited the works
yestyesterdayerda they are located at the foot
of a hihillI1 aysjustt above the mouth of the
han riverriver and a short distance back
from the yingtse kiang accompanied
by the american consul and mr bur-
nett an american who has lived for
thirty years in the center of china I1
rode in a long chinese boat sculled by
a ragged haired celestial up the yingtse
banks under the shadow oiof the bankow
wharves we passed thousands of boats
loaded withwish all sorts of freight iromfrom
standard oil cans and cotton bales to
baskets of oil boat loads of peanuts
rafts of poles with bamboo houses upon
them and through hundreds of great
junks of white pine sometimessometimes oioiledI1ed toto
a rich yellow and in other cases black
with age every wharf was filled with
workers and the coolies with great
loads on their backs swarmed up and
down them like gigantic ants the men
on the boats and on shore grunted or
sang as they worked and the air was
filled with a noise as great and as indis-
tinguishable as that of the tower of
babel at the time of the confusion of
tongues passing bankow we reached
the shipbuildingship building yards of hanlangHan yang
where men perched in little bamboo
huts built upon four poles at least fifty
feet above thehe ground were twisting
ropes of plaited bamboo each hut was


