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TRAVELS

LETTER NO

wednesdayednes day november 20 1895 ac
daniedaed by tester jane
waskwas a fellow passenger with us from
aroaa elder william gardner and I1
ed her brother samuel
liveshives across the river in a little town
jal west spit he is the only mem
of the church left of a small branch
ch elder john P of salt
e city raised up in napier and vicin

1880 the branch was organizedzed
err 17 18801880 with seven membersers
muelamuel hansen as president
err our morning visit we took
in a buss lorfor the napier railway

miles distant where we met
ter wilford P the presiding
BT in the hawkes bay districtdistract we
took a walk through the little city
iierr which contains about
stants and has quite a romantic

on the sea coast the business
otof the town which has somewhat
lirliar streets nestles at the foot of a

I1 that rises almost perpendicular from
sea to a height of over teetfeet

hee of the finer residences are built on
top and slopes of this remarkable
aich is separated from the main

by a swampy and low country and
roundund on which napier stands was
aly once a separate island the

ile of napier and vicinity are at pres
busilyily engaged in building a break

tar farr out into the ocean commena
btat thee foot of the hill or bluff just

qed millions of dollars have al-
dy been spent partly to no purpose
thetee mighty ocean waves undermine
feuge masonry and caused the walls
thimble over into the deep water

ohe workmen are now blasting huge
oroms from the hillsidehill side which they are
ingng out on rails and casting into the
tilfm as an outside protection for the
kwater proper which is built of
concrete blocks each of which

t s about thirty tons
at iceo p in elders gardner

ml myself boarded the railway train
ahad traveledmeled twenty five miles through
it beautiful and apparently infertile coun
r A ty to te hauke a native village situated
i to a romantic little valley with a lake in

ite center abounding with eels of all
ieee here we received the usual
hearty welcome from the native saints

fas there is quite a branch of the church
st this place here we also met elders

loomas J obrien and david lindsey
aa together with elder form

missionary strength from zion in the
kes bay district the natives at

hawkemake laveinlive in comfortable lumber
joae and ththea elderselden whose head

quarters are here occupy a neat little
room in one of the largest dwellings
the place has also a fine meeting house
which is nicely furnished with a stand
and seats

thursday november 21 this was
letter writing day for the elders at te
hawke the american mail was to
leave in a day or two and we all had
something to say by the means of the
pen to wives children fathers mothers
relatives and friends in the land of the
saints or in zion dear zion far oer
the sea in the evening we attended
and spoke in a native prayer and testi-
mony meeting

friday november 22 1I worked all
day with the district record assisted bybv
elder thomas J obrien A number
of native saints from several of the
branches in the district arrived in the
evening to attend the conference which
had been appointed for the two follow-
ing days

saturday november 23 aftafterer prayer
and breakfast I1 took a morning walk
alone upon the green grass covered
hills lying immediately back of te
hawke the view was grand and beau-
tiful the peaceful villavillagee tthehe roman-
tic lake the thousands 0of Ssheepe ep grazing
upon the hills slopes the waving grain
the cosy groves of fruit trees weepingweeping
willows and shrubbery and the finelyfine
graded roads winding through the cafval-
ley all combined to make a picture at
once grand and enchanting andana not soon
to be forgotten at io10 a inm we
commenced our first meeting at which I1
occupied a portion of the time elder
hoagland acting as translator for me
we held another interesting meeting in
the afternoon when elder gardner
preached to the people these two
meetings were held in the mmeeting house
in the evening another meeting was
held at the large lodging house where
most of the visiting natives slept at night

sunday november 24 our confer-
ence was continued and two interesting
meetings were held eldereider gardner
andrew jenson and a number otof the
native brethren and sisters spoke two
were baptized during the day we also
administered to a number of sick per-
sons

among the conference visitors was
hozepa otene Mei hana of Ta onoke
who was theme first maori baptized in this
part otof the country most of the peo-
ple in his village followed hisbis example
and for several years the branch
over which he presided was one of the
best and liveliest maori branches in
new zealand but he finally quarreled
with the elders from zion which led to
hisbis excommunication from the church
iniii 1892 since which the branch
has gone down until it has almost
ceased to exist this circumstance

serves as a good illustration of what the
influence of a maori chief means the
maori people are great sticklersklers for the
rights of their ranga tirasls or chiefs
whatever an influential chief does is
generally endorsed by his people
hence it a great chief embraces the
gospel numbers of his people will
generally follow and on the other hand
as in the case of hozepa otene Mei hana
itif a chief is severed from the church it
often means the dissolution of a whole
branch or the turning away of most of
the people in hisbis village the pro-
babilitybabi lity is that this particular chief will
soon return to the church which un-
doubtedly would mean the resurrection
of the branch

the hawkes bay latter day saint
missionary district includes that part ofbf
the north island of new zealand which
lies adjunct to napier its coast line
commences at waikare or on the south
line of the mahia district and extends
as far south as cape turnagain inland
it extends to and includes woodville in
the heart of the country the district
contains baptized members of the
church or souls including children
under eight years of age it consists of
eight branches of the church namely
Ta onoke Koron gata tikotikokinokokinoTi ino te
hawke TatakapauTakkapanapau pakipakiPaki paki tamaki and
Wai marania

the branch comprises the
saints residing in the native village otof
that name situated about two milismiles
northeast of hastings and ten miles
southwest of napier the branchbianch has
an interesting histohistoryryasas this is the place
where the good work was commenced
among the maorislaoris in the hawkes bay
country hozepa otene was
the first one baptized here his baptism
took place april adyth 1884 elder alma
greenwood one of the first elders who
introduced the gospel in its falness to
the maorislaoris officiating before the
middle of august following over seventy
maorislaoris had joined the church in tao
noke and neighboring villages on
june 1884 two branches of the
church were organized in that locality
with hozepa oteneolene asaa presi-
dent of one otof them which was origin-
ally known by the name of Pak ohai but
was soon changed to Taonoke the
first general conference of the austral-
asian mission in which the maorislaoris took
a prominent part was held at
in january 1885

the Koron gaiagata branch consists of the
saints residing in ahtha native village of
that name situated on a small stream
about five miles southwest of hahastingsstings
and about twelve miles northeast of te
hawke the branch was organized
june 1884 on the somedaysame day that the
lao DOke branch came into existancece
Koron gata is still one of the best


