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gauge RAILWAY CON

the late railway convention at st
louis appointed a committee to report
upon the peculiar merits and advanta-
ges of the narrow gauge railway sys-
tem from the report of that com-
mittee we extract omebome

J facts showing
the conclusion arrived at by some of the
most experienced and practical railway
men in the country we are forced to0 o
abbreviate and give their conclusionsconclusion9
in the fewest possible words

first the conclusion is reached that
in rough and mountainous countries
where heavy ores such as gold silver
lead and copper are to be transported
and where it is not necessarynecosneedssarybary to run
time or fastfasts trains the construction of
rallralirailwaysways of three feet gauge costs no
more per mile than one fifth suehbuch roads
as the erie the pennsylvania central
and baltimore and ohio

second that in such rolling coun-
trybryasas exists where most railrallrailwaysways are
constructed narrow gauge roads cost
no more than half asaa much asaa the or-
dinary broad gauge

third in the prairie country where
the land is level or only slightly undu-
lating the three feet gauge costs no
more than three fifths as much as the
ordinary roads

the commikecommittee alsoaiso refer to the fact
that narrow gauge enterprises are much
more easily set on foot than the con-
structionst of broad gauge roads on ac-
countcoun t of the lower custcost of building
themthern

on the comparative cost of operating
the two kindsbinds of roads the following
tables are furnished

CARSCABS

broad narrow dirnerdiffergauge gauge ence
weight of ciralliearscars in ihafl
no or passengers rullruil

odo d 53 33 20
poundsbounds didf ad weight perpar

passenger 33
poundsbounds dead weight carried on roads inft

massachusetts andaad new york in 1870
I1

anfn gifth n ceetta 12501260
newnow yorkyon fc 2781

in this easeeabe uhethe narrow gauge coach
weight pounds carries when
full 36 passengers with a dead weight
of pounds or pounds per pas-
senger while the broad gauge coach
capacity 56 passengers weighs an aver-
age of 19 tons giving a dealdead weight of

or pounds a diffiedifferencerence of
pounds peper head in favor of the

narrow guage
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broad Jffirrow differgangegauge gaugegiuzeG kugekuze eneeence
number ofpassengers

I1 perpereardercarcarear IS13 1113 1

weight of earacara in E 0
total 19501930
deadmad weight per pas r

bensenbenerbengersenerer in pounds 29232733
grosimogross loadskaadasids in pounds

A difference of pounds aror 13
tonntons in favor df0 thetue narrow guagegnage or
2000 pounds perar head for eachench passen-
ger

sumingassumingAg the weight of the broad
gauge carear to be only 15 tons or
pounds the diffdifferencearence in favoronfavor of the
narrow gauge car will still be
pounds or 1384 pounds per head for
each passpasapassengereilger as against pounds
per headdyhead by the narrow gauge of
course the vellingtravellingtra public pays for
this excess of urineunnecessarycesary dead weight
amamountingbunting to manymady millions ofot dollars
per annum

FREIGHT oarsoarb
t broad narrow

gauge guage
weight of boxcarsbox carsears in pounds 8 00
capacity of boxcarscars in pounds

the average pounds of dead weight
to one ton paying freight carried on
railways in massachusetts and new
york in 1870 viasvlaswas

a
new Yoyorkrb

the average weight of modern broad
gaugeauke carhcaricars is pounds capacity

poundste average weight of southern treadbrand
gauge oarbears may be put down at
pounds capacity pounds in the
table we have taken the lowest dead
weight and the highest capacity as we
prefer to over estimate the capacity of
the broad gauge rather than to under-
estimate it

the report of the committee embodies
furtherfarther tables giving a vast amount of
information concerning the compara-
tive advantages of the two systems it
closes by announcing that the

members of the committee will gather
all possible fartherfurther inform tionalon by cor
responding with all personapersons having in
charge narrow gauge railway enter-
prises and will furnish the result of
their labors to all persons ornr corpora-
tions who may desire it exjez
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