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before the school tax was levied and a
large number had raidpaid their taxes and
holdheld receipts tnin fufull

again a large amount of per
bonal property was embraced in
the assessment it was probable
that a considerable portion had
changed hands it was therefore
practically impossible to collect the tax
upon the basis of the assessment of 1889
urnthe result was the action of the prop-
erty holders in levying the tax was prac-
tically annulled hyby the decision of the
court it has aalways been the practice
in utah when iax special or other school
tax laIs levied to enter it on the tax roll
based on the first assessment made
thereafter 1 recommend that if there
are any ambiguities in the law jnin this
respectotheythey may be removed

the following is a summary of the
most important suggestions made by
the county superintendents that cer-
tificates of grade granted in the
states be sufficient to authorize the
Omemployment of a teacher the corncom
ralseloner of public schools devote all
his time to scschoolshoole and two persons be
associated with him to constitute an
educational commission whose duty it
shall be to establish a uniform system
of gradgraduation forr aall theeconncounty schools
and to prepare examination questions
etc that the salary of county superin-
tendentsteatendetsdentse ts should be large enough to in-
ducedace competent men to take the office

thrathat the city school board be author-
ized to make estimate of school fufundsnde
for cities thathat the teachers exam-
ination should be of a more general
nature that county courts should
have power to appoint trustees to
serve until the first election in a
nownew school district that trustees
should be given the right to declare
a tax of one fourth of one per cent
that the interest to be paid on sobsch ool
bondsbonda be fixed at eight per cent that
authority be giveneiven the districts to levy
ah special tax that trustees should be
paid for their services that high
schools should be established one for
every five hundred families that dis-
tricts hebe authorized to combine that
when children attend school in an ad-
joining district the trustees pay over to
thetha dint riot their share of the per capita
tax that the law should provide that
no portion of a county should be loftleft
but of a school district that district
boards be compelled to send their re-
ports in on time that counties should
retain their share of the school funds
sending only ththee to the terri-
torial treasurer that music should be
nandemade one of the regular brarches of
study that the law should providepro vide how
a special school tax is to be obtained
from the county treasurer that county
superintendents should receive a mile-
age allowance equal to that of select
men and should have a small allow-
ance for stationery that the commcommisi

ls
loneraloner of public schools be authorized

totonrevow fifirstrot ggraderade berticertificatesfl cates for uun-
professional

n
or immoral conduct thattha

suitable library oasescases be furnished the
school districts to build up school
libraries that county courts should be
given power to redistrictredlstrict the county
and to consolidate school district that
school funds received from county and
territorial tuxes be used for the pay-
ment of teachers and current expenses
only that the use of schoolhouses be
permitted for parties or other entertain-
ments of school children that the lawjaw

authorizing school districts to issue
bonds to be amended so as to make its
meaning clear aa trustees disagree as
to when a second meeting can be
called in case the bonds are voted
down at the first meeting that all dis-
trict schools other than those men
tinned in article 15 of school law be
unitedu in one0 ue districtd that trustees are
nowdow required to report to the county
superintendent before july an-
nually and the county superintendent
is required to report on or before au-
gust lot leaving no time forforthethe county
superintendent to examine the reports
that the law does not specify the funfundj
from which examinersexamineris shall be paid
nor upon whose order that there tois a
conflict between section 32 and 91 rela-
tive to the time of publication that
trustees should be required to notify
county superintendents ofct the employ-
ment of teachers thattiethat the county clerk
should be required to make a state-
ment to the county mudaud
county treasurer of the amount of
county and local tax for distributiondistri butin in
the districts that a limit should be
placed on the time in which bonds may
be sold after they are voted that
treasurerstreasurers of school districts should
give bonds that the law does not pro-
vide for the auditing of the accounts of
the county superintendent for disburs-
ing school funds the letters I1 have
received from the school superintend-
ents are appended and marked exhibit
10

SCHOOL LANDS

during the past two years a dde-
terminedtermined attempt has been made to
take from the territory its most valu-
able school lands under the pretense
that the lands were mineral and could
properly be located under the placer
mining act As soon as I1 learned of
the attempt I1 requested the commis-
sioner of public schools hon jacob 8
Boreboremanmab to appear for the territory
and contestcork test the entries before the local
land office I1 also forwarded a protest
to the commissioner at rhe general
landband office at washington D C ao

followsfollow
EXECUTIVE OFFICE

SALT CITY utah
february 10 1891

sir I1 have been informed that contests
are now pending in the salt lake land
office involving the right of certain per-
sons to enter lands under the placer
mining act which have been selected or
reserved for school purposes the claim
I1is made that because an analysis otof a
portion of the soil claimed to have been
entromtaktaken from the land in dispute shows
mineral the land is mineral land within
the meaning of the law and subject to
entry if this is correct every acre of
school land can also be taken as there is
no portion of the soilaoh of utah that will
not show upon analysis a trace or color
of mineral this is probably true of the
soil in every part of the country for it is
a well known fact that mineral is univer-
sally diffused throughout the eartearthships

facfacebandand it is saidaid the waters of the sea con-
tain silver it is not improbable the soil
upon which your office stands will be
found upon analysis to be as strongly im-
pregnated with mineral as is the land in
dispute I1 believe it is claimed that the
disputed lands contain manenal in suffi-
cient quantities to justify their working
and development as mineral claims but
I1 believe the claim to be utterly ground-
less the truth itsis they have never been
so regarded since the settlement of the
territory and the people are generallygenerallavailof the opinion will never be avail

able for such purposes previous to the
government sursurveysa the best lands
in utah ineincludingive1ing many school
sections had been taken up by
settlers and the title has since passedpas
to them since the survey the con-
tinued settlement of the territory has
encroached so largelylarsrely upon the available
land that very little of such land tois now
left if any and the schools will have left
torfor lieu lands only a choice from lands
not tillable landand of little value part of
the land in dispute is valued by some
persons as high ai per zeroacre it willcarsonsbe seen how important it is to the territ-
orytory that it be protected in ltdits title to the
limited amount of good land reserved or
set aside for educational purposes I1 ask
on behalf of the territory that you cause
such action totobebetokenbetakenbe taken or instructions to
be given as willvill in your judgment be
necessary to protect the interests of the
territory in this matter

I1 am sir very respectfully
arthur L THOMASgerom

governor
to hon johnkjohn W noble secretary of

the interior washington D C
commissioner boreman engaged

the services of parkeparka
thompson toco saintassist him in the
contest I1 am glad to be able to
say that the conconteststesta were successful
and the entries oancecanceleded the state-
ment made by parksparke thompson
marked exhibit 11 gives a very com-
plete history of the contests exhibit
12 is the application made to the com-
missioner of the general land office by
commissioner boreman for speedy
action I1 recommend that a sufficient
sum be appropriated to compensate
commissioner boreman and
parksparka b thompson for their services

RAILROAD AND MINERAL LANDSLANDL

I1 have received from the legislature
of montana a joint resolution exhibit
13 respecting lands claimed by the
pacific railroads containing gold sil-
ver copper and lead with a request
that it be submitted to the legislature
of utah

THE collection OF THE REVENUE
one of the most important questions

that will require your attention is the
assessment of property and the collec-
tion of the revenue it seemsmemo to me
that the system which will permit of
usethe most thorough work at the least ex
pense will beat serve the public inter
estseats in my opinion our present sys-
tem is too expensive and entirely
inadequate to the public needsneed un-
der the present lawsjaws one person toIs re
quiren to assess all the taxable property
in a county in ithe dasecase of a county
where the settlements are few and thehe
numberdumber of inhabitants limited it is
possible that one person may listhat all
the property but in the more thickly
settled counties it is impossible for him
to do so the result is he employsemploy
deputies and as the salary of the depu-
ties must be paid from the salary of the
assessor it isin not unlikely that the
question of expense is an important
item in determining the amount otof
work to be done I1 do not believe that
suchouch a system permits of a close assess-
ment it is possible that under it a
large amount of taxable property may
escape Asan a rule the farm lands or
the housebouse and lot rarely escape I1 be

the nearerdearer the assessment isin
brought home to the people the better
it will be and suggestduggest for yoyourur consid
orationaeration the system which has been
adopted by nownew york and pennsylva-
nia and which has been in force for


