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better off if they could wear a uniform
instead of heing required to appear, as
is the rule of 1ne Siate Depariment, in
the ordinary dresse of an American
citizen. Our usual dress is, you know,
just the same as that of the waiters, and
our minisiers have, in fact, been taken
for the waiters at some great diplomaiic
receplions. When Lambert Tree was
minister to Belgium he attended such a
reception. He was sianding holding a
cup of coffee in his hand, waiting for it
to cool, wien an attache of one of the
other legations wearing a hushel of gold
lace and a peck of brass buttons seized
the cup out of his hand and carriea it
away before Mr. Tree knew what he
was about. The man took him fora
waiter. The other diplomats upon such
occasions are c¢lad in uniforms em-
broidered with gold lace. They wear
swords and medals, and many of them
bave silk behs and sashes. lf an Ameri-
can Minister has been an officer ot the
army he usually wears a military uni-
form, and it not he trles to get over the
regulation in some other way. James
Buchanan compromised on a black suit,
a white vest and a black-handled sword.
Qur first minister to China, John W ard,
adopted the costume of a captain of the
Georgia militia. He had been e.ected
captain of a little company known as
the Chatham Artillery, and the uniform
which he bad made for himselt as cap-
tain had brdss buttons marked C. A.
When he was atihe Chinese court one
ot the almond eyed silk-gowned noble-
men asked him what the letters C. A.
stood for. Mr. Ward replied that they
were made in honor of the triendship of
China and America, and that in order to
give 1he greater homor to China its
initial, G, ;had been piaced in front of
that of America. This seemed to de-
light the Chinaman. General Lew Wal-
lace wore his military unifoim while he
was minpisier to Turkey. It was his uni-
form that first attracted the atteniion of
the sultan. The first Friday atter Gen-
eral Wallace arrived in Constantinople
he went to the building opposite the
mosque to see his majesty as he went to
prayers. As the sultan came out of the
mosque he looked over at the party of
foreigners about General Wallace, and
asked who the fine looking man in uni-
form might be. He was told it was the
new American minister, and he there.
upon raised his sallow hand to his red
fez cap and saluted the general. Short-
ly after this when General Wallace was
presented the sultan referred to baving
seen him, and the two became strong
friends. General Wallace spent much
time at the sultan’s palace, and among
the other mementoes which be brought
back from Turkey is a very fine pencil
sketch of his majesty, which the gener.
al drew while his majesty posed.

Why should Secretary Sherman not
inaugurale a new costume lor our minis-
terst Mr. Sherman once appeared he
fore Napoleon 111 in knee breeches He
wore an evening suit, knee panis, black
silk stockings and pumps, and he says
in his book that it seemed very awkwa.d
at first unti] he saw that all the other

arties at the reception were dressed as
Ee was. Clifton R. Breckinridge, our
present minisier to St. Pelersburg, ap-
peared at the court of the czar with his
shapely shins clad in silk stockings.
Now in these days of bicycle suits there
is no 1easan why some such dress might
not be adopted ‘as the ordinary dress
of the American citizen.” It wasso in

the past. When John Adams was pre=
sented to King George 111 he wore a
coat embroidered with lace, his fat cal-
ves were clad in silk stockings and his
shoes were orpamented with silver
buckles, Bepjamin Franklin at his pre-
sentation to the King of France wore a
plain suit of black velvet, with black
velvet knee breeches, white silk stock-
ings and black shoes. He had intended
to wear a wig but when it arnved the
hair dresser could no1 squeeze it upon
Franklin’s big head. The man worked
and stretched and Franklin finally told
him that the wig was not large enough,
whereupon the French hairdresser
angrily threw it upon the floor, saying:
“Monsieur, that is impossible. ltis not
the wig which is too small; it is the head
which is too large.””

Most of our American minisiers do
good service. They labor under lhe
greatest disadvantapes, and have to
compete with men who have spent their
lives in the school of diplomacy. They
have no money, and are under the ska
dow of probable removal at the end ot
tour years. The method of their ap-
pointment is such thatit is not strange
that many inefficient men find their way
to the head of onr foreign legations, so
ibat every now and then one of them
does something which is a disgrace to
the United States. I have heard of a
number of such instances, and the
stories of the adventnres and mistakes
of American ministers abroad, could
they be collected, would make a book
more ridiculons than Aitemus Ward’s
travels. One ol the diplomats whom
Cleveland sent to ltaly lived, it is said,
over 8 dairy stahle, and appeared at
court in a frayed collar and a soiled
shirt. I wastold in Cairo how one of
our former consuls general, used to go
to Ismail Pasha and whine ahout the
poor salary his government gave'him.
He reminded the khedive that his
majesty was rich, and asked him for aid
out of 1he Egyptian treasury, Tie
khedive gave 1his consul general money
again and again, our government never
knowing how much it was being dis-
graced. It is no excuse for this man to
add that he was usually drunk at the
times he made such requests.

I bave heard stories of the queer acts
of some of our South Anierican minis-
ters of the past. One of them lived in
Buenos Ayres fur years in a small room
over the shop which be had rented as
our legation. He gave no functions
whatever, until at last 1he outcry against
bis parsimony became so great that he
rented a skating rink and sent out prinb
ed circulars asking the distinguished
people of the Argentine Republic to
come to an American entertainment.
When the president, the diplomatic
corps and the rest ot Buenos Ayres
swelldom arrived they found the Ameri-
can‘tminister sitting on a platform with
the stars and stripes f{estooned above
bim and a tiger’s skin at bis feet.

About him were thirty-eight women,
dressed in all colors of the rainbow. to
represent the thirty eight states which
our country then had. be minister did
not rise to greet his guests. They
wandered about the room to the music
ol a brass band, and waited in vainfor
the danclog to begin. There wasnoth-
ing to eat and nothing to drink, and the
occasion passed of as the social curios-
ity ot the year. Anoher South Ameri
can Winister took rooms in an humble
par of the capital at which be was sta-

tioned. He got an Indian woman to do
his cooking for him and did his mark et-
ing himself. Shortly after he arrived he
applied for a position for his daughter as
a teacher in one of the schools, but the
superintendent of educalion told him
that public sentiment would not approve
of the employment of the deughter of a
man of so high a rank for that purpose.

I could tell a lot of queer stories
about some of our ministers to the far
east. How, for instance, ope of Cleve-
land’s ministers to Japanp used to come
in person to the front door of his lega-
tion to apnswer the hell. At such times
he might possibly he in his shirt sleeves
and without a collar. This man was
the laughing stock of the far east for a

time, and his popularity at the court of
the mikado was not increased by his let-
ters, which were published in the Ameri-
can papers. In one of these he wrote
that be was having a high oid time
among the japanese, and informed the
peoplelof his town that it wasthe cus-
1om of the ladies of the empire to bathe
in the streams without bathing suits,and
that the sight of them was worth the
journey to Japan. This man was one of
Cleveland's woist mistakes, Speaking
ol him makes me think of another. I
refer to Bayliss W. Hanna, who was ap~
pointed minister to the Argentine Re-
public. Shortly after arriving at Buenos
Ayres he sent home a letter, which was
published in the local newspapers, of
which the following are extracts:

“This is a wonderful city of 300,000
souls, a revelation to me. There is
moré money here than in any place [
ever saw, but just now they are having
our greenback days over again, gold be-
ing worth 51%. Itis the most extrava-
gant government on €arth. [ will send
you a paper containing a full account of
my reception. Tell General Manson
and A. F. Ramsey if I had them here I
could make them very rich, My great
trouble, however, is the language. I
understand nobody and nobody under-
stands me, so I simply make signs. It
is a capital country—looks like Iowa.
When I get settled 1 will write a letter
giving a full account of everything.
Give my kind regards to all inquirig
friends. Yours iruly, B, W. HANNA.

A leiter of this kind would certainly
he republished in Buenos Ayres. The
Japanese by the next mail from America
received the effusions of the minister
about the ladies of their court, and you
can imagine how much weight such ex-
pressions would give him among the
people to whom he was sent as the
representative of our friendly relations
with them. Stories of this kind might
be multiplied. They show however,the
necessily for great care in the selection
of our diplomats. The question ot con-
sulships is quite as imporiant, and you
will see that Secretary Sherman has no
slight matter before him in making the
square political pegs fit into the round
diplomatic holes.
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SaLt Lake City, Utah.
March 3rd, 1897
My brother and I took a trip from Eng-
land to Holland and Beigium in, 182,
We were in the big manufacturing city
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of Manchester, England, on a nice day.



