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better off if they could wear a uniform
instead of being required to appear as
is the rule otof the state department in
the ordinary dress of an american
citizen our usual dress is you know
just the same as that of the waiters and
our ministers have in fact been taken
for thewthe waiters at some great diplomatic
receptions when lambert tree was
minister to belgium he attended such a
reception he was standing holding a
cup of coffee in his hand waiting for it
to cool when an of one of the
other legations wearing a bushel of gold
lace and a peck olof brass buttons seized
the cup out of his hand and carried it
away before mr tree knew what he
was about the man took him for a
waiter the other diplomats upon such
occasions are clad inin uniforms em
broideredbroi dered with gold lace they wear
swords and medals and many of them
have silk belts and sashes if an ameri-
can minister has been an officer otof the
army he usually wears a military uni-
form and itii not he tries to get over the
regulation in some other way james
buchanan compromised on a black suit
a white vest and a black handled sword
our first minister to china john W ard
adopted the costume of a captain of the
georgia militia he had been ejected
captain of a little company known as
the chatham artillery and the uniform
which he hadbad made for himself as cap-
tain had brass buttons marked C A
when he was at the chinese court one
ot the almond eyed silk gowned noble-
men asked him what the letters C A
stood for mr ward replied that they
were made in honor of the friendship orof
china and america and that in order to
give the greater honor to china its
initial1 C had been placed in front of
that of america this seemed to de-
light the chinaman general lew W al
lace wore his military uniform while he
was minister to turkey it was his uni-
form that first attracted the attention of
the sultan the first friday atterafter gen-
eral wallace arrived in constantinople
he went to the building opposite the
mosque to see his majesty as he went to
prayers As the sultan came out of the
mosque he looked over at the party of
foreigners about general wallace and
asked who the fine looking man inin uni-
form might be he was told itic was the
new american minister and he there
upon raised his sallow hand to hisbis red
fezfex cap and saluted the general short-
ly after this when general wallace wwasas
presented the sultan referred to having
seen him and the two became strong
friends general wallace spent much
time at the sultansultansIs palace and amoamongng
the other mementoes which he brought
back from turkey isis a very fine pencil
sketch of his majesty which the gener-
al drew while his majesty posed

why should secretary sherman not
inaugurate a new costume torfor our minis-
ters mr sherman once appeared be
totetore napoleon III in knee breeches he
wore an evening suit knee pants black
silk stockings and pumps and he says
in his book that it seemed very awkwardankwaid
at first until he saw that all the other
partiesrties at the reception were dressed asrbee was clifton R breckinridge our
present minister to st petersburg ap-
peared at thehe court of the czar with his
shapely shins clad in silk stockings
now in these days of bicycle suits there
is no reason why some such dress might
not be adopted I1 as the ordinary dress
of the american citizen it was so in

thehe past when john adams was pre-
sented to king george III he wore a
coat embroidered with lace his tatfat cal-
ves were clad in silk stockings and his
shoes were ornamented with silver
buckles benjamin franklin at his pre-
sentationsentation to the king of france wore a
plain suit of black velvet with black
velvet knee breeches white silk stock-
ings and black shoes he had intended
to wear a wig but when it arrived the
hair dresser could not squeeze it upon
franklins big head the man worked
and stretched and franklin finally told
him that the wig was not large enough
whereupon the french hairdresser
angrily threw it upon the floor saying

monsieur that is impossible it is not
the wig which is too small it is the head
which is too large

most of our american ministers do
good service they labor under I1 he
greatest disadvantages and have to
compete with men who have spent their
lives in the school of diplomacy they
have no money and are under the sha
dow of probable removal at the end of
tourfour years the method of their ap-
pointment is such that it is not strange
that many inefficient men find their way
to the head of our foreign legations so
that every now and then one of them
does something which is a disgrace to
the united states I1 have heard of a
number of such instances and the
stories of the adventures and mistakes
of american ministers abroad could
they be collected would make abooda book
more ridiculous than artemus wards
travels one of the diplomats whom
cleveland sent to italy lived it is said
over a dairy stable and appeared at
court in a frayed collar and a soiled
shirt I1 was told in cairo how one of
our former consuls general used to go
to ismail pasha and whine about the
poor salary his government gave him
he reminded the khedive that bibis
majesty was rich and asked him for aid
out of the egyptian treasury the
khedive gave this consul general money
again and again our government never
knowing howbow much it was being dis-
graced it is no excuse for this man to
add that hebe was usually drunk at the
times he made such requests

I1 have heard stories of the queer aactsts
of some of our south american miniminis-
ters of the past one of them lived in
buenos ayres for years in a small room
over the shop which he had rented as
our legation he gave no functions
whatever until at last the outcry against
hisbis parsimony became so great that he
rented a skating rink and sent out print-
ed circulars asking the distinguished
people of the argentine republic to
come to an american entertainment
when the president the diplomatic
corps and the rest of buenos ayres
swell dorn arrived they found the ameriamer1

can minister sitting on a platform with
the stars and stripes festoonedfestooned above
him and a tigers skin at his feet

about him were thirty eight women
dressed in all colors of the rainbow to
represent the thirty eight states which
our country then had the minister did
not rise to greet his guests they
wandered about the room to the music
of a brass band and waited in vain for
the dancing to begin there was noth-
ing to eat and nothing to drink and the
occasion passed of as the social curios-
ity of the year another south ameri
can minister took rooms in an humblebumble

I1 part of the capital at which he was sta

0

tinned he got an indian woman to dodhis cooking for him and did his market-
ing himself shortly after he arrived ha
applied for a position for his daughter as-
a teacher in one of the schools but therthe
superintendent of education told him
that public sentiment would not approve
of the employment of the daughterdaughterotot a
man of so high a rank for that purposeose

I1 could tell a lot of queer storiesstorie
about some of our ministers to the far
east how for instance one of cleve
lands ministersminister to japan used to comercoiner
in versonperson to ththe front door of his lemlega
tionlion to answer the bell at such times
he might possibly be in his shirt sleeves
and without a collar this man was
the laughing stock of the far east for a
time and his popularity at the court of
the mikado was not increased by his let-
ters which were published in the ameri-
can papers in one of these he wrote
that he was having a high old time
among the japanese and informed thepeopleof his town that it was the cus-
tom of the ladies of the empire to bathe
inin the streams without bathing suitsand
that the sight of them was worth the
journey to japan this man was one aof
Clevelands worst mistakes
otof him makes me think of another 1I
refer to bayliss W hanna who was ap-
pointed minister to the argentine rep-
ublic shortly after arriving at buenosayres he sent home a letter which was
published in the local newspapers of
wwhich the following are extracts

this is a wonderful city of
souls a revelation to me there is
rmorenori money here than in any place I1
ever saw but just now they are having
our greenback days over again gold be-
ing worth ax51 it is the most extrava-
gant government on earth I1 will send
you a paper containing a full account of
my reception tell general mansmansea
and A F ramsey itif I1 had them here I1
could make them very rich my gragreat
trouble however is the language I1
understand nobody and nobody under
stands me so I1 simply make signs ft
is a capital country looks like lowid
when I1 get settled I1 will write a letter
giving1ng a full account of everythingmvgiveve my kind regards to all in u E I1

friends yours truly B W HAMKA
A letter of this kind would certainly

be republished in buenos ayres ilathee
japanese by the next mail from america
received the effusions of the minister
about the ladies of their court and youyom
can imagine how much weight such exe
pres would give him among the
people to whom he was sent as the
representative of our friendly relations
with them stories of this kind might
be multiplied they show howe
necessity for great care in the selection
of our diplomats the question otof con-
sulsbipsships is quite as important and youyoa
wallseewill see that secretary sherman has no
slight matter before him in making the
square political pegs fit into the round
diplomatic holes
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my brother and I1 took a trip from engl-
and to holland and belgium inis
we were in the big manufacturing city
of manchester england on a nice daysda


