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ery pleaged this morning to
halv:nt-lhe" o:)pgrtunity of meeting with
the Latter-day Baints in thip ward,and
under such favorable cireumstances. I
was thinking while 1 sat here this
morning how much President Wood-
ruff would enjoy meeting with you,and
how much you would enjoy his pres-
ence. Probably it would be Interest-
ing to you to know that President
Woodruft’s health is improving, and,
though not very Strong, still he.is able
to come to the office every day {md at-
tend to business. He has surprised us
all by the manner in which he has re-
covered from this severe illness which
he has had, It would not have sur-
priged many, I suppose, if he had sunk
under this elckness. It seemed at
times as though he was going to
leave us, But hig recuperatlve power
{s wonderful, and I attribute it to the
constant prayers of the Bailns which
are offered, I have no doubt, every day
from every habitation where the
Saints dwell., It is a very delightful
' thought to realize that the Latter-day
Saints are bound togther by such
tender tles, which, though tender, are
atrong-

exlcelfg\i’:gt]}a\'eled a good deal of Iate,
and there is one thing with which I
have been impresged: the difference
there exists between the ‘Lﬂ_tter-Jdn}r
Saints and those [rom among whom
we have been gathered, Outside of
our Church and our community
you find the people, aB a
rule, taking very little interest
in each other's welfare. There does
not seem to be that love and affection
and kindly interest t_aken by the peo-
ple in each other, either in iheir af-
falrs or in their health, which is ex-
fhibited among us. The predominant
feeling appears to be for everyone to
take care of himeelf, to look out fc_)r
his own interests and those of his
family. This ie in striklng contrast
with the spirit that hag been brought
tnto operation by the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. We do not, a8 a
people, take tha’ interest In each other
that we should do, because we have
come from the world and brought with
us Its traditions, its habits,ita methods,
and a good deal of its feeling. We
have not yet outlived these nor shak-
en them off, The Gospel has not freed
us entirely frum these influences,
though it has to & very great extent,
s0 mueh so that there is a striking
contrast In thls respect between us and
other denominations. The power of
the Gospel haa been felt in this direc-
tion, and will be felt more and more.
I have no doubt it gives us great joy
to know that there are others who feel
for us; that there are others who
take interest in us; that there are

others, if we are sick, who will admin-
Ister to us, and whose feelings are
drawn cut towards us. J do not sup-
pose there is any one In this congre-
gation that ever prays for himself and
family without praying for others,
without praying for his brethren and
siaters, without praying for Prepident
Woodruff and the First Presldency and
the Twelve, and for all the ofileers in
the Church, without praying for the
siek and afflicted, the distressed, the
poor, the widow, the fatherless, and
for those who mourn, that they may
be comforied. I do not suppose that
these deslrea escape the attention of

the members of this CONErega-
tion when they pray. What =a
delightful feeling thisg is! How

it comforts PresidentWoodruif to know
that throughout the entire worid,

wherever Latter-day Sainta dwell, he|

has an Interest in their prayers, and
that the blessing of the Lord is sought
for in his behalf! It comforts us all
to know that the Saints take this in-
terest in uB. They may not know the
afflictlons or the trouble that we
have to contend with; but they pray
for all of their brethren and slsters,
without regard to name or place.When
they hear of affliction thelr hearts go
out in sympathy to those who are af-
flicted.

Brethren and Sisters, this, ] may =say,
in a comparatively mew feeling in the
world. Not but what there i3 love
still remalining among the children of
men; 8ll are not destilute of love; but
it is to a very great eXtent limited and
confined to very few perpons.

Now, where has this love that I re-
fer to come from? Has It come from
ovr gathering together and being In
our present state? Is it the mere
gathering together of the Latter-day
Saints in this land that has brought
this love? Certainly not. However
mueh that may have contrlbuted to
the existence of this love, it has not
been cntlrely due to that. You breth-
ren and sisters, who embraced this
Gospel in other lande, where did you
firset feel this love, and how did it
come to you? You doubtless can re-
call the time when a new love took
poeseasion of your heart, when feel-
Ings you never had known before were
aroused In your hearts, and you felt
that you had been born agzin. Your
hearts were changed, and You be-
came new men and new women, When
djd this occur? ANl of you who re-
ceived the (Gospel in other lands ¢an
turn your minds back to the day you
heard the (joepel declared by a ser-
vant of God for the first time, and how
new sensations took possession of you.
It seemed ap though a veil of darkness
had been taken from your minds, so
that you could perceive things 'in a
new light. The Blble, with which you
had been so familiar from your youth
up, appeared in a new light You
understood its contents aB  you
never had understood them  be-
fore. Then Yyou gave heed to
the testimony of the servants of Gad
and thelr exhortations to repent of

others who pray for us; that there are!your sins, to be baptized for the re-

mission of them, and recelve the Holy
Ghost,and when you did this, you felt
that ¥ou had indeeed become new crea-
tures. Your hearts were.touchcd,your
feelings were uaroused,and you became
new men and women in Christ Jesus.
You were literally born agaln by the
baptism of the water and of the Holy
Ghost. A love then entered into your
heart for everything that proceeded
from God such as you had never
known, You loved your brethren and
sisters. When you met with the
Salnts you had no desire to separate
from them: You wanted to be in their
pociety, to dwell with them. And this
was not confined to one: it extended
to all who received the testimony of
the FElders. A great change was ef-
fected in your feellngs, in your
thoughts, and In your desires, You
had no desire to remain where yon
were, Everything that was then
around you, all your old associations
and surroundings, with which you haa
been famillar from your chilldhood,
appeared distasteful to you. They no
longer had attractions for you, and
your hearts went out to a distant
land, to a strange people, of which
¥ou had heard or thought about but
very little before.

Was not this the time when this
love of which I have spoken was be-
gotten in your hearts? I think if you
were to have the opportunity today of
testifying, you would eay, ‘“Yes, that
was the time. It was when T heard the
Gospel and obeyed it. It was when I
wase baptized by a servant of God and
I recelved the Bpirit of God through
the laying on of hands. It was then
that my heart was changed, and I
felt that I was born again—born of
God, apd that a new love had been
aroused In my heart which changed
myY whole being and all my desires."”

This was the change that was
wrought in the hearts of the people
who received the Gospel through the

preaching of the Eilders. And this
change has not been confined to
one nation, or to one people;
but it has been as universal as the
preaching of the Gospel, Everywheie
where the Elders have gone they
iave carried this power with them.

You who had joined theChurch in other
‘ands know that thie was the case.
No matter where you Were born, or
what language you spoke; whether you
were baptized in the 8Bea, or in a
*lver, or in a place where there wns
only water enough to Immerse you,
this effect followed In every instance.

Why was this? Was the power In
men themselves? Dld they posseBs it
by inherent right, or did they derive
it from some other source? You will all
eay—for many of you have had the
same experience in operating upon
others as others had in laboring with
you—that this power and this influ-
ence wag not inherent in the men,
but it had been bestowed upon them.

Where did 1t come from?

It came from God.

It is a wonderful story to tell—won-'

derful in ite condescenslon, wonder-
ful in the glorious effects that have
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