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By speclal request of the “Degeret News, the FPlrst Presidency of
Churoh has prepared the following sk ,
{p the Latter-day Salnts, and will fur
ul readers of this Christmas edition:
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MONG the mogt precious mem-
ories in the life of un Elder of
the Church of Jesus Chrigt of
Latter<day Salnts, are the
periods spent by bl upon
misslons, laboring for the sal.
vation of mankind. The na-«
ture of the service expected of
such men, and In most cages falthfully
performed by them, I8 the best expla-
nation of the almost unlversal verdict
rendered by oup returned missionaries,
that thelr experlences In the mission
field, despite the hardships and perse-
cutlons they encounter, are among the
happlest, If not the very happiest of
thelr Hves, It 18 easlly deduecible from
the teachings of the Savior, that the
goeret of true hnppiness is found fn un-
selfishness, In  devoting  one's  mind,
heart and soul to the work of glority-
ing God by beneflting und saving man-
kind; and these teachings wre amply
confirmed by the experlences of the
Llders of Isvael in modern times,

I have chosen s the subject of the
Chrigtmas  communication you have
requestad, those perlods of my life when
1 huve been absent from home, preach-
ing the Gospel or otherwise subserving
the saered cause with which we are
{dentified,

My first call to the misgion fleld came
when I was a youth of fifteen, and had
been for about flve and a half years a
resldent of Salt Lake valley, My father
and mother were hoth dead, and much
of the care of the family they left de-
volved upon me, then a farm boy upon w
plece of land about mildwny between
Mill Creek and Parley's canyon creek;
land taken up by my widowed mother
soon after her arpvival in the moun-
tafns, 1 had worked hard during my
boyhood, and conseguently had lttle
kchooling, but 1 felt in my heart that
God llved and that I had been called
to éngage in his work, and 1 cheerfully
responded to the summons (o serve him
in & forelgn land, My misslon was to
the Bandwich Islands, and I was gone
nearly four years,, leaving home tn May,
18564, and returning In February, 1568,
To say that [ enjoyed my misgion
would be superfiuous, after what I have
ftated in the beginoing. 1 shall never
cense to be grateful for that experience,
hard though It was ut times, and ghall
ever remember the kindness manifested
towards me by mauy of the good na-
tive people of Hawall,

When 1 reached home all Utah was
aflame with the war spirit. Johnston's
army was in winter quarters, east of
the Wasatch mountalns, and the local
militle, called out by Governor Brig-
ham Young, who had placed the terrl-
tory under martial law, were prepar-
ing to reslet the Impending Invasion of
Balt Lake Valley; the success of which
meant to the innabitants of this peace-
ful reglon—misrepresented to the gen-
eral government, which had sent the
troope to quell an {maginary Mormon
uprising—a repetition of the bloody
acenes through which our people had
passed in Missouri and Illinols, It was
determined that the progress of that
army should be checked until a full and
falr Investigation could be had, and a
peaceful adjustment of the difficulty
gecured. The militla were under ex-
press orders to “shed no blood,"” save
fn individual self-defense, but to har-
rass the troops by running off thelr
stock, capturing thelr supply trains,
and {n every way Impeding their ad
vanee,

I reported for duty te
Young the next morning after arviving
home from the Islunds, and was s
slgned to Colonel Callister's cavalry
command In Fcho canyon, 1 sat up all
night molding rifle bullets from a pig
of lead I had brought with me from a

“Mormon”  smelter at Los Ve
pgas, the ore for which had
been carried by teams from the

mountalng about twenty mliles distant,
1 then proceeded to the front, I way
with Colonel Calllster's and Colonel H,
P, Kimbill's commands up fo the time
of Governor Cumming's entey into Salt
Lake Valley, and was one of a dozen
cavalrymen who followed the governor
as @ detall guard to his destination,
Subgequently 1 went with Porter Rock-
wall and a squad of ten or twelve rang-
ers appointed to wateh further moves
menta  of the government troops
at Camp Beott. On this trip
we met the peace commissioners,
Messrs, Powell and McCullough, and
voesived from them coples of President
Buchanan's “pardon to the Mormons."
We also met Mr. Morrell, the flest non-
Mormon appolntec as postmaster of
Hait Take City, and were hospitably en-
tertained by him. When Johnston's
army, under the terms of arbitration
agreed upon by Governor Young and
the peace commissloners, passed through
Salt Lake Clty, T was among those
who had been left to guard the all but
degerted town, I afterwards joined
my brothers and sigters at Provo, from
which place, in July of that year, the
war then belng over, we returned with
the general community to our homes,

My next misselon, (taken after
1 became @ married man) was
10 England, for which  eoun-

try 1 started in the spring of the
year 1800, crossing the plains in come-
pany with two of the Twelve Apostles,
Amasa M, Lyman and Charles C. Rieh,
who were poing to Murope to preside,
Pider Francis M, Lyman, now an Apos-
tie prestding over the same mission,
was algo In the company, as was Wal-
ter M. Gibson, an Elder of the Church
whom 1 next mef as an apostate fn the
Randwich Islands,  He went with us
na far ag the States, A twenty-dollar
rold piece, given me by President Brig-
hiam Young just before my departure,
wag all the money [ had, and we who
were bound for Liverpool were foreed
to horrow money In the Bagt In order
to reach opr destination. 1 prize very
highly my many pleasant reminigcenoes
of the Baints in the Boronegn mission
where I lahored suceessively as n
traveling Elder in the leeds
confarence,  as  president  of  the
Sheflield  ecomference, and asg  pas-
tor of the Sheffield district, compris-
ine the Bheflipld, Teeds, Hall and Lin-
ealnglifre conferences.  Towaprds the

Jatter part of my misston, while Apos-
tle George Q. Cannon was presiding in
that land, I accompanied him, by his
fnvitation, on a tour through the Scan-
dinavian confarences: a very pleasant
trin, lasting about #ix weeks

falllng for America In the summer

“My Missions,’
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otehes, which will be of deep Interesi
nish valwable Information to the geners

y
Peesident Joseph F, Smith. :,t%

of 1863, the ship on which I was a pass
senger hid two narvow  eseapes: one i
barely wyerted colllslon with a salling
vestiel In the midst of @ dense fog one
night In mid-ocenn; the other while en-
deavoring 1o deliver the mall at 8t
Johng, Newfoundlund, durlng a heavy
fog, This time the ship, driven by the
breakers, struck upon a rock, vn(lﬁinx-.
the utmost consternation untl] she Auc
ceeded In elearing herself and Bleaming
Into safe waters, Among the Plassengers
hound for Utuh was Sister KlUzabeth
Ho Canmon, wife of Prestdent George Q.
Cannon, whose Infant child died durs
Ing her Journey ncross the pluins,

.l aoted as chaplaln of Captain John
Woolley's compuny, which followed lat-
er, but at Green River | jolned a par-
ty, led by Lewjs Robigon, which had
come out to meet the traln and take
charge of a wagon-load of powder,
which It was supposed Colonel Connor
and the troopg ut Fort Douglas tn-
tended to configeate.  The powder was
unkegged, sacked, londed upon mules
and conveyed by an unbroken route
across  the mountaing and desert to
Balt Lamke Clty, where we arrived late
In September,

The next spring T was agaln on my
way to a forelgn land, having been give
en a second misslon to the Sandwich
lalands,  This tme 1 gecompanied
Apostles Ezra T, Benson and Lorenzo
Snow, Elders Willlam W, Cluff  and
Alma L. 8mith, the special object of
our errand being to put a gtop to the
fraudulent operations of the imposter,
Walter M, Gibson, who was decelving
the eredulous and simple-minded na-
tive members of the Church, nat only
In matters of doetrine, but with Bro-
tesquely false reprosentations  of his
own power and authority, He had re-
organized the Church according to his
own fancles, ordalned Twelve Apostles
and other officers, selling them thelr or-
dinations, and fmposing himself upon
the people as a  priestly and kingly
ruler, to whom they must pay abject
homage. We confronted him, charged
him with hls misdeeds, and labored
faithfully to reclaim him, but he proved
obdurate and Impenitent and was there-
fore cut off from the Church. We then
directed our energles towards reclaim-
Ing those whom he had misled, and in
thig work, under tne blessing of God,
wWe were very succesaful,

While upon this mission, and at its
very outset. 1 witnessed the drowning
of Apostle Lorenzo Snow, by the cap-
glzing of a bout In the rough waters
of Lahaina harbor, March 31, 1864, We
had reached Honolulu in safety, and
had procevded thence to Lahaina, on
the schooner Nettle Merrill, from whose
dock T beheld the aceldent.  The only
reagon | was not Involved in it, as
were all the other members of our par-
ty, was becauge, being famillar  with
the const at that point, I had declined
to enter the ship's boat with the rest,
or to disembark while the waves wers
running high, Brothers Cluff and 8mith
were equally averse to golng in that
hoat, hut ylelded to Brother Benson's
persuasions.  In due time [ rejoined
them on shore, and asslsted to carve for
Brother 8now, who wag resuscitated af-
ter mueh labor and difficalty, belng
rolled upon a barvel until all the wa-
ter he had swallowed, was ejected, and
hig lunge then relnflated from the
mouth of one of his companions; an
ingenious process which suggested itself
to the mind of Brother Cluff,

We #et in order the affairs of the
Hawallan misslon, of which, after El-
tilbgon's excommunication, 1 was
eiven charge, with BElders Cluff and
Hmdth as my assistants; the two Apos-
ties returning to Utah,  The three of
g left made a tour of all the islands
and meantime were jolned by Elders
Benjamin Cluff and John R, Young.
We worked energeticnlly against the
fmposture, and gradually won back
those whom Gibgon had deceived, We
recommended by letter to Presldent
Young the gathering of all the Hawali-
an Saintg, (o one place, where they
might be better disciplined in religlous
duties and doctrines, as well as induay-
trinl pursuits,  Oup recommendation
was adopted, and one of the gpots
proposed by us for thig purpose, and the
one we most favored, was afterwards
chosen, and it remaiys to this day the
headquarters of the mission; namely,
the celebrated sugar pluntation of Lale
on the fsland of Oahu, The purchase
of the property was made by Elders
Francls A, Hammond and George Neb-
eker, whom I met at Han Francisco
while on my way home early In 1865,

1 will here remark that my first or-
dination in the Prieathood was to the
office of Elder, In May, 1504, fust prior
to leaving upon my first mission.  In
March, 1868, 1 became a Heventy, and
fn Ootober, 1569, a High Priest and a
member of the High Council of the Salt
Lake Stake of Zion, 1 was ordained
an Apostle July 1, 1866, by President
Brigham Young, asslated by the Twelve,

|
ey

apart to take the place previously oc-
cupled by Amasa M. Lyman in the
Council of the Apostles

Between the spring of 1874 and the
fall of 1877 1 filled two more migslons
to Burope, where 1 was called to pre-
gide; belng summoned home in 185 on
account of the death of President Geo,
A, Smith, and In 1877 on account of the
death of Pregident Brigham Youne, In
the interim of these two missions I pro-
aided over the Davis 8take of Zion, and
white In England on the latter oveasion
1 visited with Apostle Orson FPratt
various parts of Great Britain, for
the purpose of selecting phonetic type
for the publication of the Book of
Mormon in  the characters of the
Degoret alphabet,

In 1878 1 accompanied Brother Pratt
tn the states during which trip we
called upon David Whitmer at Rich-
mond, and upon Willlam 5. McLellin
nt independence, Missouri; _ulsu
touching at Far West, Plano and Kirt-
tand. At New York I wrote an account
of our journey for publication, and re.
turned home In time to attend the Octo-
ber vonierence,

Our interview with David Whitmer
waa exceedingly Interesting, He l.m'v
to u# hig usual strong and undeviating
ey {imony to the trath of the Book of
Mormon, and his connection therewith
ws one of the three witnesses to whom
ine angel of God showed the golden
plates from which It was translated.
Nothing coupld be more earnest, more
sincere, than that aged man's solemn
affirmation that he saw the angel and
heard his volpe declaring that the
characters upon those plates had been

and on the 8th of October, 1867, was set |
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divinely translated. My, Whitmer
showed to us what he elalmeod was thy
copy of the orlglnal=-the copy furnished
Marmon, but which n reality wor o
copy of the orginnl—the copy furnishea
to the printer when the book was flet

published,  Why I wn posltive that
It was not the orviginal, 1% because 1
have Indisputable evidences that  the

orlginal was deposited by the Prophet

Jogeph  Bmith  In the  cornerslone
of the Nauvoo Houge, from which
It was taken, many yeuars laler,

when the house wias in n rulned state,

by Emma  Smith's second hushand,
Major Bidamon, and by him glven to
parties who brought It to Utah, It is

now in the poesession of thig Church,
There (8 no truth In the story that we
oftered to David Whitmer mioney for
the manugeript then o his possession,
and now In the possession of his Kine
dred, 1 merely suggested to him thae
the Church had  better facilivies for
tuking cave of such things than he hud
and would gladly glve it a place (n the
archives If he were willlng to part with
It This, however, he declined to do,
regarding the manuseript as o tallsman
upoh which his safety depended

An for Wiltlam B MeLellin, hilg corn-
duet; though kind, was very peculiar,
He, it will be remembered, wag one of
the original Twelve Aposgtles, chosen

In 1886, hut excommunteated with 'avid
Whiltmer and others for apostasy ;o few
years later. He treatod Brother fratt
and myeelf with every conglderation
falvly gluing himself to ouy soclety as
long a8 we remained at Independence
acting as our gulde In visiting every
point af Interest {n that higtaric town,

loltering about our hotel while we taok
our meals, und walting to rejoln us at
every porsible opportunity He was

full of reminlscences, bl soemed to be
all ungettied M his feellngs and convies
tiong, at one moment prajsing  the
Prophet Joseph to the skies, and at the
next easting reflections upon him and
the other Church leadery of hig perlod,
I never saw the sad effects of npostasy

more plainly munifested, e gtated
that he was writing & book about his
early connection with the Chureh, but 1
have pever learned that he completed
i, When wo departed he pecompanied
us toLthe rvatlrond station and ftood
anzing after ug until our train dlsap-
peared In the distance, 1 eorvespotded

with him afterwards asg long as he
Hved,

My most recent fovelgh migsion was
performed under gomewhi pocviing
clreumstanees, It bogan in the midst

of what I# known as “the orusade” uu
der tne Kdmunds law, enaeied by Con
gross In March, 1882, Since the 10th of
October, 1880, 1 had bheen second coun
selor in the First Presidency, and when

the antlpolygamy covusade began |
went with FPresldent John Taser and
other Church lsaders, Into exile, owing
to the oxtreme bitterness (hat  then
prevalled. T remained “on the unde:«
ground' from October 1, 1554, o Sep

tember 10, 15891, and gpent much of this
time n the Sandwleh Islands

f'plturn

Ing Jurt before the degth of Prosident
Taylor, July 25, 1887 1 atrended him
during his logt moments, atlll in exil,
My public minlstrles gincs that thm

have been an open book o the peos
ple,

Girvateful to the Lovd for my presenr
goodl hoaleh, peace and progperity, from
the summit of my sigty«threec yvears 1

look back upon & life In which Joy and
gorrow, pleasure and pain, are inter

mingled, but with the former groatly
prodominating. No man that 1 know of
has been more hounteougly blessed by
the Almighty than I have been; and no
one, I balleve, 18 morve willing to a«

knowledge the Lord's hand in His
blessings, or 18 more anxlous to merit
them and to make o good, wise upe of
them, And with these sentiments In
my heart and with feelings of Kindness
and good-will for the entive Chureh of
God and for mankind everywhers, 1
wigh all a Merry Christmas and o Hap-
py New Year,
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¢ Incidents in My Life,
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John R. Winder, H
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O request from me o brief story
of my life, a lifé of over elghty
years, the part of
which has been pasged as a
member of this community,
Adverse as I am to writing
about myself, T cannot refuse
to comply with your wiah since

it 18 the unlverasnl season for gratify-
ing all reasonable desives, and it nf-
fords me much pleasure to give Christ-
mas greetings to you and yow wide
eirele of readers, many of whom are
doubtless voung people with thelr ca-
reers yot before them, who may possi-
bly be benefited by this gimiple narra-
tive,

As you are aware, I am not a native
of this land of liberty, though 1 have
always been a lover of freodom and an
ardent admirer of American institu-
tions. For the sake of these, and above
all for the Gospel of Jesus Christ~"the
perfect law of liberty"—I left my na-
tive land, many years ago, and came to
thig country. All that I am I owe to
“Mormonism.” The blessings of
Lord have followed me all the days of
my lite, and to Him I glve the glory
for what may have been accomplished
through my humble endeavors, Under
Him, I may say, my success has been
due to a determination, formed eavly in
life, to do my duty faithfully and con«
golentiously in  whatever position 1
might be placed. I have always belleved
that a thing worth doing at all is worth
doing well, and I have done the best 1
could to reduce that prineiple to prac«
tice. As a youth my education was
limited, and 1 was forced by clrcums-
slances to lh']'l'lM upon my own exers
tiong, but I found that an honest desire
to labor and a persevering effort to obs
tain employment would not go long un-
requited, and 1 Kept steadlly at work at

any and every honorable
CRINE TNY WAy,

A natlve of Blddenden, Kent, Eng-
land, where I wasg born December 11,
1821, T was bhaptized (sprinkied) as an
infant into the Church of England, of
which my father and mather were both
meinbers. At the age of fourteen I was
conflrmed a member of that church hy
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 1 was
nearly twenty-seven when [ first heard
af the Latter-day Saintg and theip re
liglon, and became a convert to what
the world terms “Mormonism,” By
that time I was o husband and rather;
1 had been an employe for several years
at & Wogt End shoe store in London,
and had then taken up my residence in
Liverpool, where I had charge of a sim-
flar establighment for a gentleman
pamed Colllngon

The occasion of my conversion to the
new faith was gomewhat peculiar, One
dny In July, 1848, while in the store, |
chanced to stoop and plek from the
floor a small bit of paper, a fragment
of a torn-up letter, on which were the
words “Latter-doy Saints.” [ Ingulred
of one of the clerks what it meant, as
1 had never seen or heard the name be-
fore, He replied that there was a re-
liglous sect in America Whose mem-
bers  called themselves Latter-day
Saints, though they were commonly
known as “Mormons;” that they had
a prophet named Joseph Bmith, and
that some of them held regular mest-
ings in the Music Hall, Bold street,
Liverpool,

I was so Impressed with what I heard,
and go anxlous to learn more concerns
ing these people, that I went to their
meeting, ereeping up a back stalrs and
peeping through the banisters to get a
glimpse of the inglde, where a congre-
gation was addressed by a  speaker
whom I afterwards learned to be Elder
Orgon 8pencer of Salt Lake City, He
was speaking on the firat prineciples of
the Gospel—falth, repentance, baptism
by immersion and the laying on of
kands for the gift pof the Holy Ghost.
1 thought he must know that 1 was
there, for every word fSited my cazeand
reemed meant especinlly for me. I In-
vestigated the principles taught, be-
came convinced of their truth, and was
baptized September 20, 1845,

My wife, Ellen Walters Winder, also
jolned the Church, and we were con-
nected with the Liverpool branch until
February, 1853, when we set gall for
America, taking with us three children,
and leaving one behind in its grave,

greatel

task thu

the |

Two of the living were twin daughters,
then about four months old,

The ship on which we salled, the
“Kiviea Owen,'" was only a few doys
out from Liverpool, when [t was dis-

covered that smallpex was on hoard,
6 child Infocted with the malady Lelng
among the ship's pasengers and In the
dpartment next to mine, I was the first
to discover 11, and ome of the Hrst
among ve who came down with  the
digeage, and had to be guamntined in
a4 little house bullt on deck  for that
purpoge,  T'his was a trying time both
o me and to my wife, whie gnn thus
lof, without my sestglance Wocaca for
her twin babes, which was no smull
sk on ship board,  To add to our
anxlety, one of the patients, lying next
to me, a4 young hrother named Wil
Joneg, died p few daye Inter, about nine
o'cloek In the evening, and soon the
gadlors eame and took the body out and
cast It Into the xea. 1 heard them say,
“we will have him next,” meaning me,
but I bad faith that I would recover
and get to Zion, and In due time ny
faith was confirmed. There was but
one death during the voyage, DBy way
of New Orleans and 8t Louls we
regched Keokuk, JTowa, and crogsed
the plalng in & company commanded
by Elder Joserh W, Young, arviving
al 8plt Lake Clty on the 10th of OQc-
tober,

Utah was «t4ll in the early enlonlzing
period There wore hut elght set!le-
ments in Balt Lake county, four In Da-
vis and four In Weber, though thers
were ten in Utah county. Men had
been called at the general conference,
which had just closed, to go with their
families and strengthen the outlying
plaices, In lron, Tooele, Sanpete and
other parts, an Indlan war was in
progregs, and grassohpper visitations
were imminent The population of the
territary was about twenty thousand
souls,

In April of that year the corncr-
glones of the Salt Lake Temple hd
been laid, Little did [ dream ag |
gazed upon those humble though mas.
give beginnings, that [ would have
charge, forty years latey, of the work
of completing the sacred edifice, wnd
that [ would be an assistant to s pre-
plding authority during the happy years
that followed

In thoge times men had not much
cholee of employment In thig mountaln
region, They had to do whatever they
conld get to do, and  take their pay
largely in artcles produced by the
farmer and the artlgan, It was no
uncommon sight o artistg, mu-
sictans and men of education hauling
wood from the canyon, bullding fences
or ¢ultivating the sofl,

Lauckily my vocation was in demand.
Belng an experienced ghoe and leather
man, I engaged, soon after my arrival
in Balt Lake Valley (which hasg ever
#inee been my home) In the manufac
ture of saddles, boouts and shoes, and
in the conduct of o tannery, My pari-
ner in this venture was Samuel Mulli-
ner.,  Bubsequently 1 formed a similar
partnership with Willlaro Jennings, and
we together bullt o tannery and Kept o
meat shop, besldes making harness
saddles, booty and shoes After “the
move” in 1808, I was & partner with
President Brigham Young and Fera-
morz Little, and we bullt a tannery
on Parley's canyon creek.  While so
engaged I purchased my present home,
“Poplar Farm." and went to farming
and stock-ralsing, pursuits which have
alwaye gliven me great pleasure. Later
I was aggociated with Messes. Hooper,
Jenninge, Little, Romney and others in

soe

running a tenpery in the Nineteenth
ward of thls city. My interest in
farming, stock-raiging and industrial

pursgita led te my connection with the
Degeret Agricultural and Manufaetus
Ing socisty of which I was president
and a director for a period of forty-
four years, Of my more recent bugi-
ness associations as a stockholder and
ofMicer of the Deseret National bank, 2,
. M. L, the Utah Iron Manufactur-
ing company, the Utah Light and Pow-
or company and {18 predecessors, the

Deseret Investment, Saltair Beach and |

Inland Chrystul Salt companies, the
Utah and Ogden Sugar companies, and
the Utah and California Rallrond com-
pany, 1 need say nothing.

My long connection with Utah mill-
tary affalrs began In 1855, when [ Joined
the Nanvoo Leglon, as the local
militls was then styled I was cape
tain of & company of lancers in the
Beho Canyon campalgn, and  during
the winter of 1557-8, after most of the
militia had returhed home and John-
ston's army bad gone into winter quar-
tera at Fort Bridger, T was left with
fifty men to guard the canyon and iis
approaches and give notice to Gen,
Wells and the authorities at Bait Lake

Clty of any further movements of the

Invading host, In Marvch, 1828 1 was
with Gen, George DL Grant and about
piphty other mounted men who wenl

i parsuit of o mearauding band of Ine
dlnna in Tooels county, nnd was caught
With my eomvades in 4 toerrible storm
an the degert Alterwards | had charge
of the defencos at Keho canyon, and res
miined there untll poace was declared
My commisslon as Heutenat-colone] of
anvaley eame jater, Duoring the Blnok
hawwk Tadian war In Sanpete pounty, 1
the tme oy ald to Gen

1808 collected and munde

Lo L]

Wells

bart of
ind Iy
Lhe
milllon dals
submitted

up the gecounts of the expendes of
amouniing to
This clalm was
mgresa, but has buen paid
For fourieen consecutive yoars {rom
1870, 1 was aws anid collector of
Rult Lake Oy and durving that pertod
vrved three terma in the ofty
Fromy 1854 1o 1887 1 wag city watermnsy
i I was member of
consgtitutional
at ong tme United
the Internal reventie
extended offfcial

ol politieal reglm
territorial and co

'

Vi,
IAINs
to (%

cYery o
duly

nevel
counacil

Lhe
and
gauger m
depurtment, My
cotineetion with the

s chadrman of the
nty centeal commit
party, may also be

ane of
eonyventions,
Btinfex

virly

toor Of the P
ment
I way

ol

appolnted United States res
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 Christmas Reflections,
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WING BEEN asked to write &
fow lines for the Christmas
Neww, 1T shall Jot down some
thoughts suggested by the ap-
proaching holldays, days which
more than others in the
yeay, fnsgpire good will to all
Baefore Christinnity In=
the worshippers of

was
troduced among
Oain (or Waoden) northern Burope celes
brated n fenst, called Yule, which come-
menced on the shortest day In tho year,
Thig the most joyoun of all thelr feasts,
characterizod by games and merry
which the homehrewed

wn
gatherings, in
Loy

' KUeELA

and mead were I around to
The
made of honey and
drink fit for thele gods,

presents,

| IS

Inttar beverage was
was conuldered n
Priends made
another and during the

Yaya of thig feast all feuds rested, All

“hoe

WHs e

The early  Christian
found much In the religlon of Odin and
Thop thuat resembled the new doctrines
Loy wore trying
faelifcate the transition from one relis
glon to the other, they avolded making
tuo many changes.  As the Odin wor-
ship prevalled among the Germans and

mlsslonaries

to introduce, and to

Suxong as well a8y the Scundinuvians,
the heathen Yule feast  became the
Christian “"Welhnact's-fest” inGermany
and Christmas In England, but it
talned Its old name among the Christ-
laniged Secandinavians., It has
perpetunted ita anclent charactertatics
down to our day., It 18 essentially the
game now a8 in heathen times; the
feant of games and merrymaking, of
good cheer and hospltality, of peace
and good will to all. A hearty
come awalts one everywhere, the doors
are open to wl comers, and merry
Christmag {8 heard wherever acqualnts
ances meet,

Washington Irving aptly calls Christ.
mas "the geason for Kindling not mere-
Iy the fire of hospitality In the hall,
but the geninl fame of chuwity in the
heart.”

Christmas should

nlso

wel-

a deep rell-

sociable

have
glous character as well as a
I8 one of the great Christian

Easter and Whitsuntide alone

one, It
featlyals

outranking It Its name, Christimas

mas meaning feust—Indleates at onde
in whose honor It 18 obhserved It s
eminently proper that the festivities
that commemorate the Lord's coming
in the flesh sghould be fittingly cele-
brated

His advent waa contemplated with

longing by the prople of God, and was a
theme on which the prophets of old de
lighted 1o dwell, The great results of
Fia earthly mission and the glory of
His coming, filled their minds to the ex-
clusion of the thought of His being poor
and of humble birth; yet Isalah in his
prophecy, sometimes called  the fifth
Gospel, deplets with o few master

strokes the Redeemeor's meek and low

Iy mortal gojourn, and the great purposs
of His coming, The prophet makes this
plmost as chem wither
withessen wha wrate The

1if'e The people, however,
ing for a Meslah who shounid deliver
them from the forelgn  yoke under
which they were grouning, Their spirit

ual bondage and captivity did not seom

of the oye
story af His

wora look

te concern them; uand n the Lord
of lords came o take eaptivity captive
they refected him

No event hanr had such des il lasts
ing influence unon the affalrs of the
world and the character of man, as hag
the eomine of the Bon of God to the
earth. That the mportance of this has
been recognized I8 shown by the fao
that Europe, Amerk Oceanlen  and
purtz of Asta and Afriea reckon theh
era from the year of his birth

We are not told In the Scriptures the
exact date on whic Joesus was born.
Bome think it foolish O commemaorate

same objection
to other im
Easter and

an uncertain date, I
can be ralged In regard

portant Christian festivals

Pentecost may vary 1 ¢ than a month
in dates on which they are kept, yet
thity o held in the highest reverence
by nearly all Christian denomination
Christmage hag been glven a  fixed

artitrarily,
L pears that

but this hag been done
Ifth century it

dnte
Before t}

Christmas ia not eelebrated on the oa
act date of the Lord's nativity shoulg
not lessen our regard for this festival

We know that Jesus came and dw
among men, and we know how Infinitery
his advent affects our Hves, both her
and herontter, and hence [t belits us
to devote at least one day to meditate
upon  und  contemplati this  grand
A |\‘_

There 18 no doubt
where the Savior was born. More thin
geven hundred years before that birth
Micah sald: "But thou, HBethlehem
Ephrata, thoygh thou be 1tk
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall He come forth unto me that |s to
be a ruler in Isracl; whose golngs forth
have been from of old, from eyerlasi- |
ing." The Chureh of the Nativity L |
that eity I8 beligved to be standing just
an the gpot where stond the old khan o
hostelry, to which Joveph wnd Mary be
paired,  They had nao denle beoen ba
loted, and woere unable to get one of the
upper rooms regerved for strangers,
and hence were under tho neconsity ol
taking one of the rooms underncath,
apening out upon the yard, where th
ptock wis kept, "Phus was the Son  of
Gad born In a stable and cradled |
A nanger, On the floor of the churcn
15 placed o golden star, sald to be on
the exact spot of the Bavior's birth

At this thne of the yeur [t would he
Interesting to go o and seo the scenes
enmeted in that church, Zedlous deve
tees of many denominations are there,
but though all claim to be folluwers
uf the Prince of Peace, they ure far {rom
belng tolerant of ane another, The sul-
tan, therefore, has bheen under the ne

about the place |

s1mong

ceggity of atationing soldfers fn the
very sanctuary, to prevent the mem
bers of the different churches from

engaging In disgraceful confllete, It
ghocked me, when | entered the ehurch,
to see a Turkish soldier guarding its
portals, and soldlers stationed In the
algles of the church or churches

Heré was the place where the wise

men from the East found the mother
and the child, They had come Lo wor«
#hip the "King of the Jews, for they
had  scen  His star,” and had  been

miraculously guided to the very hous
The lowly condition jn which  they
found Him did not have Influence witn
themy, but they fell down and wop-
shipped Him, What comfort this rust
have glven the young mother, and how
her heart swelled with joy to know thit
ghee was Indeed bleggod among womoen!
Yot her exalted stintlon could not shield
her from that “sword which shauld also
pleree her soul.,” ag foretold o few days
luter by the aged Simeon,

(m my visht to Bethlehem I atood
on the outakirts of the eity and lookad
over the surrounding country. The field
of Boaz wag pointed out ta me, There
cannot be much doubt In regard to the
fact that the greatgrandfather of King
David tilled those acres, nmd there was |
enacted that  beautiful Wyl narrated
in the Book of Ruth, which glver us a

glimpse of manners and customs three
thomsand vears ago, Thero lay  the
Innd before me where Ruth gleaned
w0 bugfly and whern she won the heart
of the owner of the fleld Hee truth
and Integrity, her love and sacrifice en
depred her to all, and God chose hey

to become the anceostress of His Only

Begotten, In that  fleld, and the sur
roundh country, David, an 4 hoy,
herded his father's flocks ar fourht
the Hon and he bean In ame
fleid also were  shephords catohing

thelr Hocks on the night that Jesug Wi

born. |
Bhepherds are sald to have heen the
first astronomers, Thelr business of
ten required them to abide 1 the fleld
at night, caring for the sheep and th
lambg; and during the silenr wotcl
thetr gaze would no dovbt be to |
upward with wonder and !

sublime spectaele pregentod by the ris

g, colminating and setting of
grand host of shining st Th
they grouped Into constelintior i
named, from gome faneled hi {

of form, or arbitrarily, to
the memory of some of thelr heroes or
deitivs

We can Imagine the shepherds who
were enmped on this fleld o
and peaceful night, conts
heautiful appearance that 1
presented, Nowhere do the stars

It waoe kept on the Ath of January. 8ome
have held the opinion that Jesus was
bopn in October, and others that He
wag born in the snring. The account
glven In the Gospels afforda no clue to
the exact date, but it does glve partk

ulars hich show that thig event |s
not Hkely to have taken place in mid

winter. We are told by Luke thut there
were “shepherds abiding In the field,
keeping watch over thelr flock by
night,” It ls not probable that they
would have done this at a time of the |

year when the rainy season was at fts
helght. 1 had my first view of the Holy
Land from the deck of a steamer as |
approached Juppa In the month of Feb-
ruary, 188 North and south, as far
a9 my vislon extended, I saw the

brighter than In the Syrian sk {

hend they would th y con- |
gtellation Orion, culminatin I furs |
ther west they would gee the 7 !
both mentloned in the o t |

in the Bible, The Lord Job: |
“Canst thou bind the sweet Inflien:

of the Plelades, or loos
Orien?"  In the northwoest | 1 |
pee Cynus, whose hrillant = t
ingly form n erogs, Tittle th
however, that the Redeemer
explate on a cross the win

Wi

world, was then lylng in swaddling
clothes In o manger so ¢l ! e

If they turned thelr eyes furilier to th
east and north. Jerusale: rd, did
they see His star guiding th otsteps
of the wise men to thelr city? 1If o,
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REMINISCENCES BY THE FIRST PRESIDENCY |
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i vlo ooy foloifonafoeraioeioio reiodiodo oo dolnalohatoepefocdoebodpefobafoetnin ool i o doinidioodintints ointo enddoet doess ot b bbb s o bt
colver by the supreme court of Utah | how great was tholr nstontehment (o
when the eschieated property of the [ behold that brillant Bods lw»’.ll.m glows
Church was in Helgation, and he i po IV yet perceptibly around the \\I“:l' Mlde
ression of It, receiving the rental, until | of the hill on which they wers standing
It was turned buck to the Church by | and then romg Ining  #tatlonney l’\"‘l:
Act of Congress, Bethlehem But oo st greater wonder
My eccleslastical ordinations and aj I8 in store for them. In the stiiness
pointments date from the year 1845, [ of the night, straine of musle, swoeler
and comprise the offices of | t, El« | far than any earthly performer can
der, Beventy, High Priest, ward Bishop, | produce, fall ubon their enra Thesa
High Councllor, second counsclor  to | sounds come not from Bethlebioin below
Presiding Blehop Wiliam 1L Preston, | them or tromrevellera in the Huminated
and finally fivst counsalor o Presfdent | pulnce of Herod, which {Hey see to the
Jogeph F. Bmith, My conne Ith | vast: they come from above. .  Thale
the Prextding Blshonric, whioh N rapturous gage 18 tirned heavenward,
In 88T, covered a4 perfod of | [ “and lo! the angel of the Lovd came
years, und my labors 4 1 upsistant o upon them and the glory of the Lopd
the President of the Temple began (n | shone round vhout  them." Then @
Muy, 1808, when I was appointed flest | omnitited enly belhgs fie soen,
afelgtant to President | ng i i Inef bly tmpressed upon the
Thia position I now hold ler hiy auc memories of the simple Judean sheps
COAROT, hevds thy biime words which
As may readily be surt 1.t i form the | forr of the song of privee,
has been w vory busy o ! ‘! Glory to Gud In the highest and on
which 1 belleve 1 owe ruch of n earth pea good will towards men,"”
longevity and present W health and How il nioitoin to dwell upon the
spieite, It [8 far better (o wear out | yeones connected with the fest advent
than to rust out, and my experion of Chirls Haw grand and soblime la
ond observition teach e that those | the contemplition of the momentous
who work, if they avold exo and | eyonts that are at our doors, presaging
lve temperately, will outlive thuse who | the glortous second coming of our Ba-
uhirk Jor
Wishing you and your readers the " $ien i han A ¢ . WA Attt g
compliments of the seuson, | am | II ‘_"I h ‘w'; !',;I:’: ||\nllll 'l”]lll ll‘ll'\)' “:\e”t
| Yonr
& v
wy reesiene | THE MISSION IN HOLLAND,
Anthon  Lund, ﬂ | i |
'8
d1 1 Wo M Lillywhite #ends ug this
hilla of Juded covered witl Naw, ' I 9 FAmeterdim, Holland, Nov,
When I saw  thein agn KIX Ku |
ter, they were ol I with 1 Inest 4, While making a teip  through the
verdure and afforded dend pasiures for Ahelm nrerenen » ;
the Aocks. Trom. My own . observa 1" chanterenes for the purpose of
tion I consfdeér that the month o | VIREHE and sirengthening the Saints in
Aprll complies better with the condt the  senttered  places,  among  other
tons mentioned by the evangelist, as places of pote 1 visited, wasn that of
surrounding the Savier's birth, than Vikans U e i
any othor Hma of the vear, That arseveld, w overy pretty Hitle villages

of which I heve make #pecia) mention,
being the place of the
of Den Hoog Wel
Geboren Heer (the high well born gen«
tleman)y A Baron von Pallandt, whom
I had the honor of visiting and preach-
Ing the He s about 59
years of age L very pleasant and
condegeonding gentleman to (alk to, |
Fpent about two hours and a half with
the baron, spoke about the Gogpel gave
him an Invitatlon to our conference, wta
i heapty under his roof,
left him iy tegtimony, bade Kim poeds
efisdng and parted in felendship, trasts
that the Gospel secds would gers
minate and take oot o his soul, 1o
now has a Book of Mormon, a Rueady
Reference, and other tracte in his [N
Beslon, aid he iy alsh & Subsoeribey for
the “"Ster”

I continued my viglting among tha
Salnts atd cowld not holp contrast!ing
the condivion of the poorest of tham
with that of Baron von Pullandt, Tha
brood en gelte welk (o
brend and gont milk) which they

because of s

beautitul residenc

Gospel o

Pateh dinner

e

COArse rogue

Vo
Iy«

e me o ent in the splrit of luve
antd with o good will, was different
from the dellclous rleh menl st the
Loih oy’

We are quite accustomed to all Kinds
of Tood now, ag well a8 rainy weather
and frregularity o enting, In general
we are the reciplents of good treatment
and the Elders here in Amsterdam with
Flder Stanley ., Taylor presiding, are
wll enjoying the great bleksing of good
health, and we reallzge that such I8 a
preat fortune In a morass land ke
thig where we find ourgelves below the
level of the sen

The Gospel geeds ure gradually grow-
Ing, and our laborg are belng crownad
with The Amsterdam cons
foronce numbers over H00 and the hons
eat In henrt are contivually being add-
ed ta the fold,

ENccoRs,

Ot O e e

GOOD WORK IN WISCONSIN,

Friends Are Ralsed Up to the Els
ders from Time to Thne,

Elders Franklin Hansen and Brigham
Gurdner, Jr., write from Eleva, Trems«
pealean county, Wis, December 13:

Thanksglving was spent in the usunl
way among the Saints and we feel that
will result from the enjoyable
time that was spent in conversation
and in singing the songs of Zlon both
at La Crosse and in this place,

We ure enjoying good health and as
far as we know the health of the Saints
i# wood, and spiritually they are firm In
their falth, steiving to live up to the
prineiples of the Gospel, The friends
in this part are firm friends and when
we call at their homes they bid us wel-
otome

The people here have been kind to the
allowing them the privilege

good

Elders In

ef holding meetings in their school
houses, and the Balnts have rejoleed
in the cottuge meetings that have héen

are  being made
The Elders that
in this part of the confer-
the

friends

e

held. New
f "\ i o
hiaye labored

ence as well of late yeidrs as in
carlter dave of this northern misslon,
Fave always found a warm welcome

and been provided for by the Saints
and friends,

The “News" is & welcome vigltor,
e e e A O s

PROGRESS REPORTED,

Baptisms  in  the East  Arkanses
Conferenoe

3, MeAllster and P, H. Mc-

Flderg X, 8
\pthur, In oo letter dated Card, Ark,
I

The work of the Lord I8 progressing
1 v in thig part of the vineyard,

Mhirs e have been added to the

1 @ the st Gnr

\s the northern counties have been
worked. and our labor now lles toward
the 1 ina Hne have declded to
mo i headguarters closer to the

ne Elde We expect o es8-
tily t Litt Hock, where we will
o sund school, which will
! ] 1 uur conference, all prose
i g 1!

The ymber of Saints In this confere

& by y miny und the Elders so

\ ¢ one #ay, “Truly the harvesg

¢ greil Lut the laborers a few,”
There il even Flders here now bug
four expect @ releage In A fow months,
T hi Nows'' f8 one of our dearest

1 ! {8 the means of untold
good in the cause of truth. Our uddress
pow {9, Little Rock, P. O, Box #¢,




