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the russians themselves or at
least the working classes are uncouth
aand repulsive in appearance and

cannot lay claim to much civ-
ilizationIn our readers will keep in
mind that we dont give these ideas as
authority but merely as first impres-
sions which by the way are gener-
ally lasting at least so far as the ob-
server is concerned

time and space will not permit of
going into details so will just describe
their manner of worship which was
something new to us not alone in
their churches but in numerous places
on the most public thoroughfares are
images of the virgin mary and the
child jesus of jesus after he had at-
tained to manhood of the father of
jesus or rather the husband of mary
and otof many other saints even to
alexander III

every good russian whether he is
on the street or in the church drunk
or sober does honor to these images
using the following formula after
doffing his hat he touches the forehead
with the first three fingers of the

the breast then thehand thenraght
shouldershou ider then the left therebyright

describingdescribing a cross the three lingers
terepresentpresent the father son and holy
01ghostblost and as they go through the
serviceom cipe they mumble what is meant

prayer we learned later thattorfez a
they really do offer their prayers to
these images having been taught
that they themselves were unworthy
ofa approachingapproachIrig gadbut must use their

as a medium notwithstanding
god says thou healt have no other
god before me

their street worship is of course
very plain and simple in comparison
with their church services

the walls of their church which by
ahe way are something grand and
imposing are hung all over with these
tenuresimages made of different kinds of
costly anetmetalsAs and in different sizes
from a full life size to over six inches
ana s built in the shape of a pic-

ture with a frame around it the im
axe itself beinbeing raised a little in bas
relief so00 as to jivegive it shape

theirahr chuich seservices as near as can
be described it tois as follows the
worshiperrs omesromesr in any time during
athe day and as he enters he buys a
annall wax taper or two or three as

demand he then
acesplaces himself in front of his favorite
tadage and drops down on his knees
and makes the sign of the cross at
the same totne keeping his eyes fasten
ed on the image then he bows himself
until his head touched the floor this
form Is repeated three times then
cje gets up from his kneeling position
and kisses the hands and feet of
hb image at the same time placing the
ateer which he bought when he came
in in a candlestick which stands

ht in front of the image they
tt this candle which ends the ser-
esC except in ser loups cases when

they go through the same formula in
fiont of three gods
t wee saw manymany other things of in
freest which time and space willivill not
vaiter us to mention here now
avirewe held our meeting in st peters-
burgburg the first public armonMrmormonmon meet
ing ever held in russia and baptized
one woman

after fisting in petersburg six days
we bade the saints good bye and left
june ath on the boat finland with
much we went as far as Helsing fors
AI Inlandbland where we hunted up a few
faints we also took a trip about
aft miles out in the country to a
place calledcabled dalpispaipisPaiPalpis where we found
sixan OWold couple who seen a mis-
sionary for six or seven years they
trea ooverjoyed at seeing us and cried

ebchildrenildren when we left

A asa conference is the largestk in scandinavia and has

over thirteen hundred members thereare twenty one elders from utah and
one local elder who work in the con-
ference under the presidency of
brother C A ahlquist

reports from the outlying branches
are just coming in now and show that
the work is making good headway

in Stock holms branch they have four
elders including the president of the
conference and hold public meetings
regularly besides a regular sunday
school there is also a relief socie-ty and Y M M I1 A which have reg-
ular meetings the prospect in this
branch are very promising

the weekly news comes to the
office regularly for which we are all
thankful
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ON A SOUTH SEA FARM

siupapa upolu samoa
july 28 1897

after meeting was dismissed last
sunday afternoon brother olsen and
I1 were invited by Mose sone of our na-
tive saints to visit his farm some day
this week and as we had a desire to
see how the farming industry was
conducted by samoan natives we ac-
cepted his kind invitation and today
wednesday was decided upon as the
day that we should make the visit

this morning almost before the gray
dawn of day was beginning to break
upon this land of perpetual summer
we wwereere startled from a sweet dream
of home by a rapping on the wooden
window near where we were sleeping
and a voice crying out in broken eng-
lish through the cracks of the bam-
boo wall miss ma filo do
you want to visit my farm today I1

it was moses who had come to as-
certain if we were still desirous of
fulfilling our promised visit we re-
assured him that we would be pleased
to be honored as his guestsguest9 for a little
sightseeing and dinner as soon as our
morning school was over and as he
left he promised to have his boy on
the ground to guide our footsteps in
the right trails in order to arrive in
safety at his farm

school over and armed with a cocoa
nut wood cane with telona mosess
boy as our guide we commenced the
journey telona is a boy of about 8

years of age has a shaved head one
black eye the other having been re-
moved some years ago on account 0off
being diseased and a big sore on one
foot which makes him walk in a very
much crippled manner and with his

Iavalavalavalava around his neck where you
will usually find it instead of around
his loins where it belongs he is in-
deed a picture

starting from the meeting house
here telona hobbled along leading
the way through a part of the almost
continuous cocoanutcoco anut grove that fol-
lows the beach of the great pacific the
entire distance around the island and
after walking for probably feet
over a very sandy trail we emerged asaa
it were from a jungle and beheld the
village of siupapa laying before us
this village consists of just nine ob-
long and round thatched roofed native
houses having the usual cobble rock
floors and boasts of inhabitants
not to exceed fifty persons the
houses are scattered along the beach
with seemingly no idea as to order of
position and none of them are to ex-
ceed feet from the waters edge

following our guide to the back of
these houses being attracted on our
way by innumerable samoan dogs
where I1 use my cane to very good ad-
vantage by shaking it at one and
making a lunge at another but miss-
ing it by a good ten feet we arrived
at an old rock wall about three feet
in height which probably for ages has

served the double purpose to this race
of people of keeping the pigs which
run loose in the village out of their

umu or cooking houses which stand
immediately behind it and away from
their talo and banana patches which
are all found inland climbing over
this wall we were led towards analmost perpendicular precipice of prob-
ably some feet in height and were
told by our guide that his fathers
farm was on top

over this precipice and down a cliff
of volcanic stone for a distance of
some 70 feet trickles a small stream of
water having for its source a small
spring on top it falls into a rudely
formed bathing pool of about
feet in size in which the water stands
waist deep it is in this pool that we
have our daily bath and from which
we obtain our daily supply of water
as do also all the ikanativestives of the vil-
lage nothing could be seen of this
precipice from our position near the
wall but a solid embankment of green
trees and underbrush which I1indeed
looks impassable but as we approach
nearer we ascend for a short distance
a very steep sslopelope and then thereopens before us a kind of naturalstairway winding back and forth andup the cliff which we began to climbpromfrom rock to root and root to rock
we struggle up seeking assistance by
grasping a friendly branch or root
which served us the double purpose of
helping us up and securing our bal-
ance from a fall that tois anything butpleasant to contemplate we at last
reached the top out of breath and
several pounds lighter from thibthe loss
of perspiration it is down this dan-
gerous and difficult trail that the na-
tives carry and have carried their
dallydaily food for ages but still the pres-
ent generation seems in no way in-
clined to spend a little energy in plac-
ing it in a condition of safety and
easier of access

while we wiped the perspiration onoff
our dripping faces and sought a cool-
ing breeze from our hats which we
kept in rapid motion we looked down
into the village we had just left as one
from a housetop looking down into his
garden the roofs of village houses
can be seen here and there through
the thick growth of cocoanutcoco anut trees
that surround them next is seen the
white sandy beach then the coral rwreef
appears less than feet from the
shore against and over which the
great waves of the pacific constantly
roll forming one long and beabeautifulL I1ticul
line of white foam and causing a con-
tinuous roar which sounds not unlike
that of an engine in the act of dis-
charging steam next we saw the
grand pacific whose color toIs of the
deepest indigo stretching to the southdouth
until it joins hands with some gray
floating cloud and sight is lostlosi in
ocean clouds and sky

passing along over what appears to
be a sort of table land walking on a
green carpet of ferns and other smallmall
shrubshrubberybev climbing over fallen trees
and piles of decaying cocoanutscocoanuts which
in themselves would make aa samoan
wealthy if taken care of in the course
of a few moments walk we reached
our destination and right in the midst
of this chaos we found the farm of
moses no barns no cattle no horses
no farming implements in fact noth-
ing is visible that bears any resem-
blance to a farm excepting a few
chickens and two small scrawny flee
eaten dogs we found our host en-
gaged in his talo patch of something
less than half an acre digging around
the roots of some of the talo plants
with a dangerous looking two bodt
butcher knife which serves our friend
the double purpose of farming imple-
ment and cooking utensil

our host moses is a man of probab-
ly 5060 years of age stands about aveanve
tootfoot six of medmediumI1 um bubuildI1 id hhasas a few


