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deemer I1 know that god lives I1
know that jesus is the christ I1 know
that by faith and prayer miracles can be
wrought not only to the healing of the
sick but to the overcoming of our bad
propensities I1 know that joseph smith
was a true servant of the son of god
and that the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints presided over by
presidents wilford woodruff george Q
cannon and joseph F smith is the
church of the living god I1 bear this
solemn testimony to you and rejoice
that I1 have the privilege you may ask
me how I1 know it I1 have had an ex
peri ence of over forty years in it I1 have
seen the power of god manifested I1

have seen the signs tollowfollow the believer
above all I1 have had the witness of the
holy spirit no matter what course I1
may take in the future though I1 may pebe
overcome and fall away it will never inin-
validate this testimony for I1 testify in
all solemnity that god has spoken from
the heavens he has established his
church upon the earth and blessed are
they who have ears to hear eyes to see
and hearts to comprehend the glorious
principles of this everlasting gospel

I1 wish to testify that I1 am in harmony
with the first presidency and the
apostles and that I1 strive in my weak
way to magnify my calling and to fulfilfulfill

the individual mission that our hea-
venly father has given unto me may
he give us all grace to accomplish the
missions that he has given unto us
we have come many miles to hear the
word olof the lord and I1 am well repaid if
I1 do not hear another word for my long
journey and the difficulties and fatigues
thereof I1 suppose there is not a marman or
woman that hashas come to conference
but that feels to say glory be to the
god of israel who hathbath spoken in these
days who feeds us with the bread of life
and who teaches us of his ways that we
mayinay walk in his paths that we may
have the understanding heart and grace
to overcome and endure unto the end in
his kingdom is my earnest prayer in
the name of jesus christ amen
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HERE is no ruler
in the world so
interesting today
as the emperor
of japan he has

I1

moved from his
capital tokyo

miles west-

ward to his naval station at hiroshima
and he has practically taken control of
his army he has his parliament and
his cabinet with him and he is directing
thehe naval and military forces by tele-
graph there is no monarch in the
world who is less understood and of
wwhomhom the world knows so little you
hearbear little said about him in japan and
the information which I1 got had to be
worked for and it only came inin response
to many questions among others whom
I1 interviews on the subject was his
maje grand master of ceremonies
mr San he told me that the
ememperordebor was the hardest worked man
jain japanpan and that he had directions to

bring all telegrams that came concern-
ing the rebellion in corea directly to
him no matter what hour of the night
they came he said his whole day was
devoted to work and that he hidhad his
fingers on nearly every branch of the
government I1 heard the same from
other japanese statesmen and the
change in japan is no more wonderful
than the change which has taken place
in the character of the emperor

KEPT IN A GLASS CAGE

the present emperor of japan was
kept in a sort of a glass cage figurative-
ly speaking during the first third of his
life he was forty five years old last
november and he was put on the throne
at the age of fifteen this was when
the shogun was still commander in chief
of the army and was practically the
ruler of japan I1 had at onetimeone time in
kioto a furnished me by the
governor of the city and he took me in-
to the palace of the emperor where the
present mikado lived for the first part
of his life and hebe told me something
about him at this time he was so holy
that no one mentioned his name when
it was necessary to write it a letter was
left out homfrom reverence he was like
the emperor of china a sort of a son
of heaven and he was kept in this big
palace surrounded by a bakers dozen
or so of concubines and a lot of servants
whenever he went out it was in a closed
cart and he knew nothing whatever of
what was going on in japan I1 saw his
throne it looked more like a four poster
bedstead than anything else it was
covered with fine white silk and the
emperor sat cross legged on the floor
and he had a couple of swords on tables
beside him I1 had to take off my shoes
before I1 was admitted into the palace
and I1 walked for about a mile over sottsoft
matted floors the palace is altogether
japanese in structure it has sliding
wa Is covered with gold leaf and it is
decorated with paintings by the old
japanese masters it was in it that the
emperor received the foreigners for the
first time this was about twenty six
years ago and it was shortly alterafter that
that he moved his court to tokyo he
has visited kioto several times since
then and at one time came back to open
the railroad at kobe

THE EMPERORS PALACES

the home of the mikado at tokyo is
far different from these old japanese
palaces in kioto he has a vast estate
rirightht in the center of the city made up olof
hihill and valley containing lakes and
woods and vast one story palaces it
is surrounded by three moats some of
which are crossed by marble bridges
and at all otof which you find soldiers in
modem uniforms these moats are in
places from aioo to feet wide they
are filled with water and magnificent
lotus flowers float upon them on sheets
of green leaves

his palaces are now a combination of
europe and japan they cost three
million dollars and the walls of many
of the rooms are sliding ones made of
immense plate doors in lacquered
frames they are so arranged that a
great number of rooms can be thrown
into one and many of the parlors are
large some are ceilea with the most
magnificent embroideries and there is
one room which has a ceiling otof gold-
thread tapestry the cloth covering of
which cost lioooo many ot the floors
are inlaid and they are all covered with

the finest and softest of white mats ore
the top of some of which are magnifi-
cent rugs I1 dont know how many
rooms there are in the palace buildings
but they run well up into the hundreds
there is one dining room that will seat
one hundred people there are ball
rooms and drawing rooms libraries andt
studios and there are bed rooms furnish-
ed in both foreign and japanese style
the banqueting hall takes square
yards of matting to cover it its ceiling
glows with gold and its walls are hung
with the costliestcostliest silk there are six
imperial studios in the palace and the
throne chamber has a ceiling paneledpanelect
with the japanese crests it is here that
the emperor receives the foreign minis-
ters and he talks to them through in-
terpretersterp reters they bow three times when
they come in and also bow three times
when they back out and the receptions
as a rule are very stiff on the part of
both the mikado and the foreigners

THE DAILY LIFE
the emperor of japan according to

the people most closely connected with
him at tokyo has by no means an easy
office to fill japan now contains moremom
than people and there are a
bakers dozen of political factions many
of which are anxious to create trouble
the changing condition of the people
makes plenty of work you can never
tell who is going to fly oftoff on a tangent
and the newspapers have to be carefully
watched the emperor keeps his eyes
on everything at least I1 was told so
he rises early and bibreakfastsbieakeak fasts about
seven liehe uses a knife and fork
whenever he takes foreign food but he
preprefersers the chopstickschop sticks at his japanesecapanes
dinners he eats both kinds of foodfoody
and is very fond of rice taking it with
every meal he likes meats and is by
no means averse to sweets he usually
eats his breakfast alone and also his
lunch his dinner is served in table
chote style and with all the europeanEuro peair
accompaniments contrary to the regu-
lar practice in japanese families his
wife often sits down at the table with
him and also the crown prince his
work begins as soon as his breakfast isia
over from nine until twelve
he receives his ministers and discusses
matters of state alterafter this he takestakes his
lunch and then spends a little time imii
reading newspapers he watches close-
ly the japanese press keeps track of
currentcurrent public opinion and I1 venture
changes his actions somewhat to suit it
all the papers are looked over forfortunehim
and the passages which he should see
are marked ordinary misstatements or
criticisms he passes over but if a news-
paper becomes at all dangerous he
gives an order to his censors and the
newspaper is stopped while its editors
are liable to be thrown into prison he
has also the leading foreign papers anav
the articles of these which treat of i

are translated for him and he keeps
track of public opinion all over the
world he tak s our illustrated papers
and the articles relating to the pictures
in them are sometimes translated Hhe
does a great deal of work in the ataf er
noon but toward evening goes out for
exercise he isis a good horseback
rider and is fond of inefine horses hthe
has about three hundred in his stables
and these are of all kinds including a
numbernumberofof fine hunters the emperor
isis fond of hunting and he has large
game preserves where there are deer
and wild pigs there are plenty of


