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THE DOMINION OF LAW.

The great charter of religiona life
since prioting wae inveoted bas been
tbhe Bible. it was conesidered the fun-
damentsal law, the basia wpon whbich
tbe wbole superstructure was made lo
rert. Bul vastly more was eaid orit
tban thir. It was looked upon aathe
Genesis of all jurisprudence. Men re-
ferred to Moses sa the one great [aw-
giver, and to the tbundere «f Hinai an
the auitible voice of Deity,determiniug
the bage upon which all human rela-
tlonehip sbould be developed aod sue-
tained,

Christendom bas not outgrown this
code, bowever much it may bave been
smplifled, and however society may
Dbave become more and more complex,
It ie s good deal of Query, bowever,
whether, in supersediog by elroumio-
ouilop the dlirectness sod force of the
firat Commends, men bave mnot lost

much of hooesty, of booor, and
wouight to excure or evade fthe
penally of vielated law, The

wherle machinery of modern courts,
wh [+ osrensibly in favor of right,
nuu aserijug the needed defénseof s
wviuistor of law, has tescended to invest
tecbuioaiily and eubterluge with un-
due value 1n the purenit of justice and
thee -called vindlestion of o offender,
Xt loopbeler are nou-existent, they are
pro essionally ureated or assumed; und
while larue prisons exist, and commil-
rmepnts are numerous, the procesacsof
courtante so slow, and vonclusions are
80 jong deferred, that every c¢rimioal
bopes to escape, und the higher the
crime agaiost the individualorsuciety,
thelesslikelibood Js there a8 toultimate
convigtion,

It in eany to see that if law ialo be
deterrent, If criminality is to be les-
seped from eveu ithe loweatriandpoint,
it is Dot to be secured always by heavy
pensnity. Becsuse the more serlons
that §g, the less dlsposed are juries apd
courita L) award as provided by
law. It by the certainty
and by the ocelerity of punish-
ment tbat offenders are held
to restraint, probably more sp than
by whalt may be deemed the maxi-
mum of penalty wben oconviction
Ccomes,

The highest orimer in tbe calendsr
are rarely met by the punishment pro-
vided, The couris comment on this
fact and the press Ia continnously oall-
ing attention to thie phenomenon. A
lute iesue of an Influential western
paper called attentlon lo the increase
of murders in that stale, taking the
ground thut thisn was inevitable, be-
cause of the [axily psomewhere &and
the perslsient legul obslacles throwo in
the way by a relained defenee, Of some
two hondred murders and convietlons,
but a very few suflered the extreme
peunlly of tbe law, and the publjo
mind is oot assured that seotence was
deferred or commntation secured be-
cause of doubt of gullt, but toat from
one influence or aoother the persoos
eo adjudged were allowed to partinlly

8

escape, Money, at times, I8 a wou-
derfully potent factor In secur-
rir g lJmmunity for a criminal, At

times family aseocintion, friendabip,
connpections with a lodge, ebuiet or
polilioal orgamizatlon, anawers the eni;
particulurly il from ove interposition
ol tecbnicality or apother the cave cun

‘| difficult to eliminate

be long enough deferred, uotil public
interest ba?s wened, when a nominas)
penalty is decreed, the oflenee baving
beep lorgotien, percbance by theafler
comuiseion of some crime more etart.
ling than tbhe first.

The jury syatem fs vitinled by the
methods of eeleotion; fcr o these days
of reading, any man cao ‘‘form an
opipion’’and so escape servioe, which
leavep the cage with those lees obeerv.
ant of public evente. Then in capital
crimes, there are pentimentsl objee-
tione, evoen Ul guiit wup oclear and up-
deninhle. Bome overiook ‘‘the law??
tn their objectiom to the taking of
huraan life even as a peonlty. [t is
these featurea
from the jury box, for an interested
delente by sbhrewdness may secute g
representation there wro will defy von-
victlon.

Then after all, conviction, senlence
apd execution are far from being
Bynonymous terme. Bentiment bLe.
comer orezy and 1f the eriminal is
good-looklug or weil connected s it is
termed, pociety will luvieb condolence,
flowere, food, upon one who ebould
immediately be lost Lo tbe outer world,
Petitions will be signed ad libitum for
respite. All muthority wili be tnvoked
to prcure & remissjon of the pentence;
well puld protesasionals will appeal from
oourt to court, 0o some specious thing
which In no way affects the guilt or
innooence of the ocondemned; ‘*heaven
and earth is moved,’’ to use ab old ex-
pression, io favor of one who beyond
doubt bas forfeited, by vlolation of
iaw, bis rlght to that which ts so up-
duily aod pertinaciously, nsy slmost
demaoded.

A asmsller jury of intelligent men
would be less likely to disagree, or
BOome mejority ebould determine
whether the acoused is guilty and how
far; Dot. tbat merey sbouid be cvar-
looked or remif its olalms, but these
should be barmonius with justice,
with the vindication of Iaw (until re.
penied), and with the ¢laimes of society
for protection and defense.

The suggestion wsade by a (slented
lady io the late hours of the Blate Con-
vention was well worth coosidering,
and will doubtleass at eome time be
adopted; tbat Is for the Btate Lo assume
the defense as well as the proseoution
of oflenders. Althougb this is fuoda-
wental in the “‘courts of the Cburch,’”’
it had not struck the wrlter as belng o!
value in ccuris of law, Bul assuredly
it would remedy wmany gracd and
glaringevils now univereally admitted,
albelt it migbt conflict with some con-
pldered “veeted iDtereste?” and copre-
quently meet witbh & good deal of op-
positior.

Justlce should be frea af leazt Lo the
poor tian 8e to the rich, aod cases of
law or equity should be as efticiently
pupervised and oanvassed as though
Croesus was bebind the gsse in baad,
We kpow of casee of injustice now,
where if legally or technically dealded,
or broughbt into cour: witbh mouvey at
the back, would work intolerable hard.
sbip to the defense, Wwhen equily
would preserve and correol a wrooy.-

Who bas not been atruck with the
fiskeapd snomalles of property maltters
during the great depression? Yet
there is a continwour legal parvelsion
of riebt In our lower courte, in what
would be termed trivia)] caeer. A man
is arrested for - violence or crime for

whicbhb s beavy floe Is provided. The
victim pockets the lose, and the public
treaaury receives lbe fine. Bogiely
seetns be protected and the
law is  viodicaled, But what
of the man or family who
bave to pay e pensalty also? If im-
prisorment sbovla follow the offender,
sbould not bis earviogs beyond the ex~
petse of bis incarceration inure to the
injured party, or shouldthe state itseir
make the reparation?

In the comipng Btate, the legislature
sbould not be domioated by lawyers.
Laws gbould be zs direct 88 “*Thou
sbalt not steal,”? or **Thou shalt do no
murder.” Verblage and circumlocu-
tion should not disfigure our statute
books. Justice should be reachable and
cbeap, Money Bsbould e secondury
to law. Penaity should be swlft, sure,
and served to all allke, witbout *“‘djs-
tinction aa to race, color or previous
condition of servitude.’”? Pupishmenot
should aim st relormation, snd sep
tences should be sbort. Idieness in
the prison housesbould be unknown,
forthis with allowed gambling and too
intimate asrociation with life-long
criminale, bave decided the destioy of
msny a firei offender, whose violation
of law, atter a supervised perfod , might
bave heen condoned.

The great charter just formulated:
abould be the bhase of ali leglsiation,
and subseguent provlstons should .ruo
paralle] with the anplent cbarter of
Chbristendom. A united people should.
read and study ouoe a» the other. Pwso-
ple who number forty-five thousand
t«nilles should enter their protest
agalnpt the printlng of a paltry two
tbousand copiesof a document which
is to influence them and thejrs for
cenerations yet to come. If religion-
Iste can meke cheap in Uhristendom
their cbarter, and circalate it ad ir-
 finitum, sureiy fifty thousand copies of
our cherter sbhould have been printed,
that every mapo sod home aflected
might bave had time to study it,and so
vole upon Ite provisions Intelligentiy:
in the great coming ‘*duy of deelslon?”
—~fStatebood, yes or no,
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JUAB STAKE CORFERENCE.

The qusrterly conference of Juib,
Btake waes held In the Tabernacle at
Nepbl, Baturday and Bunday, May
4th apd 5th, 1895, Prestdenot Willlum
Psxman presldiog.

There were present on the stand:
Eiders Brigbuem Young.and F. M.
Lyman, of the couneil of the Twelve
Apostles,the Biake presidency, Bishope,
vte, The firat meetinyg - was beld Hat.
vrday at 10 a,m. Couvvselor James
W. Pazman sald we have resson to be
grateful to the Lord for the blessings
we arereceiving. The leaders of the
Church are anxious for the welfare of
the people, and we should Jive pure
lives that we wliil recelve the tbhings
God has in store for us.

President Wm. Paxman exborted
tbe Saints to yleld strict obedience to
the principles of fasting aod prayer, to
spey the law of titbing anu psy their
fast offerloge. The rain thal weasre
receiving i o great temporal blessiog
to the people. i

Eilder F, M, Liyman apoke upon the
nninciples of prayer and frsling. He
said tbe Baints, tn observing there
thinge, sbould remember the power
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that in in thew; tbey ebould not for-



