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THE MORMONS.

- The following artiele on ‘““The Mor-
mons,” from the Louisville Courier
Journal, of the 25th ult., is founded up-
on two articles,published in the London
Fortnightly Review, written by the son
of Earl Russel, Lord Amberly, who
visited Utah last Summer:

The bill for the reconstruction of Utah
and the suppression of polygamy,which
has just passed the Lower House of Con-
gress, varies somewhat the tone,though
1t does not alter the spirit,of the hadical
policy of interference with which the
~ country has been go long afflicted. Our
‘Washington correspondent gave, in his
letter of yesterday, a graphic sketch of
the leading features of the proposed en-
aetment, and since the question has as-
sumed a shape at onceso direct and live, |
it is worth our while to consider it more
attentively than its remote and abstract
nature has hitherto seemed to warrant,
- Mr. Hooper, the delegate from Utah,
presented in his speech before the House
the Mormon view of Mormonism with
zeal, if not with ability, and his re- |
marks will, doubtless, be read by the
country with interest, although we may
reasonably suspect both their authenti-
¢ity and their value., We do not desire
a partisan argument upon a case of this
gort. What we really desire and need

T

| dogma as a common postulate, Weare re-

| huilg the superstructure of our theology on

is accurate information from some im-
partial source.

Viscount Amberley, ason of Earl Rus-
sell, better known as Lord John Rus-
sel, made a visit to this country a year
or two ago, and, like many foreigners
traveling in the United States,extended
his journey to Utah, in order to learn
something of the Great West in general,
and this remarkable social and religious
phenomenon in particular, The latter
he seems to have made the object of his
especial study, and that he studied it to
some purpose is evidenced by two very
superlor articles which were published
in the November and December num-
bers of the Fortnightly Review. Thege
papers contain all that it is important
or interesting to know about Mormon-
‘ism. Bo far as we are aware, they con-

stitute the most complete and instruc-
tive compendium of the rise, progress
and theory of the sect which has yet
appeared. His account is as fair and
correct as a perfectly impartial and un-
prejudiced mind could make it. He has
dealt with his subject in the gpirit of a
&hﬂﬂﬂﬂppﬁr. His aim being to know

ormonism as it really is, it was of far
more importance to study the writings
of the Mormons themselves than the ac-
counts which have proceeded from
avowed enemies, It must not be sup-
Bgaed, however, that because Lord Am-
rley was animated b,n & lgmpme to do
the Mormons justice, he has ther«fore
found nothing to condemn and every-
thing to- admire in their system. On
the contrary, their peculiar doect:(ues
and practices are to the last d e obh-
noxious to him, but he has not for that
reason shrunk from saying for them the
best word their case admits of, 1lle
rightly conceived that what theinquir-
ing and reflective portion of the publiie
desire respecting Mermonism is infor-
ation not denunciation. The latter is
very common and very cheap, the for-
mer 18 quite rare, and the writer who
gives it must be at the pains of study-
ing his subject until he understands it.
Lord Amberley’s account begins with
the origin of Mormonism in the fanat-
cal ‘but ingenious and unscrupulous
mind of Joseph Smith, and traces its
developmeént from this obscure and
humble beginning to its present condi-
tion of power and importance. As this,
however, is a part of Mormonism with
which all are sufficiently familiar, it
would be superfluous to repeat the won-
derful history. The chief interest and
value of Lord Amberley’s article is con-
tained in the remarks he makes con-
cerning the doctrines and pecaliar in-
gtitutions of Mormonism. What space,
therefore, we shall be able to spare shall
be devoted to a few extracts bearing on
those branches of the subject. Perhaps
i{ 1s not generally known that the Mor-
mons claim to belong to the Church of
Christ, and accept the Bible as the word
of God. * ‘Speaking of
Lord Amberley says:

“But while we do not hesitate to pronoun-
ce that condemnation in the nameotreligion,
we musl, in the name of justice, keep dis-
tinetl IV before us the great fundamental
principle which lies at the base of the Mor-
mon theology, snd upon which the whole
supersiructure has been raised. That prin-

eiple is belief in the literal inspiration of

the Bible, No-body of Charistians can be
found apon the face of the earth that holds
this faith more sincerely, more thorou ghiry
Oor more counsistently. Among the Mor
mons, far more than among the msjority of
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their theology,"
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rofessed believers in its inspirat

ible is constantly appealed to as the un- igreat

erring standard and test of truth.,” ,
|

Then, after commenting on the com- |
mon practice among Christian sects, of

1

quietly ignoring certain texts whieh+

conflict with particular dogmas or

modes of life, he continues:

from pushing their principle to its extreme
conclusions. If that principle be erron-
eous, at any rate it is one that they did not
invent, but found already accepted by near-
ly the whole ef Christendom. If the prin-
ciple be right, but their deductions erron-
eous, we must meet them on their own
ground, and show them wherein their er-
ror consists, this is, in fact, the only fair
way of dealing with them. Since they are
not responsible for their fundamental dog-
ma—the literal truth of the Bible—we must
perforce consent, if we would hope to ar-
1ive at any impartial judgment concerning
the remainder of the system, to admit that

duced, then, to one of three alternatives,
Either we must prove that the theologians
of Salt L.ake have drawn untenable infer-
ences from the words of scripture, or we
must admit that their infegences are cor-
rect, and become Mormons ourselves, Or
lastly, we must reject the postulate, and

some other foundation.”’

But the Mormons are not content
with the Bible alone. They contend
that the Bible and tradition, without
further revelation, are an insufficient
guide, By what principle then do they
distingnish themselves from other sects
of religionists. Lord Amberley says:

‘“What speculative or practical superiority
do itsadherents claim to possess over other
Christians? The answer istha: Mormonism
claims to possess two great advantages—1,
A new revelation; 2, A numberof gifts and
powers which are not granted to other

ion, the mu.n kind.

‘tion can establish the writings of these four

“Ofthe Latter-daySaints it must hunesilyiapastlﬂa to be genuine, uncorrupted and

be confessed that they do not thus shrink |

Nay, he even wurges, with
plausibility, that we have strong-
er evidence of the authenticity of
thé Book of Mormon than of the
resurrection of Christ., Of the Ilatter
event we have the written testimony of
only four witnesses—Matthew, John, Paul
and Peter, ‘Therefore, when this genera-

translated correctly, they will have the tes-
timony of as many witnesses to establish
the resurrection of Christ as there was in
the first place te establish the divine au-
thenticity of the Book of Mormon.” Mr,
Pratt next adduoces the testimony of the
eight witnesses, as showing that there are
in all twelve witnesses who have seen the
plates of the Book of' Mormon, and he
asks this generation to produce ene living
witness who has seen even one of the origi-
nal manuscripts of any of the books of the
Bible, Again we must confess our ina-
bility to produce the evidence demanded.
Theretore we must admit the statement
that this generation has twelve eye-wit-
nesses of the original of the Book of Mor-
mon, net one ot the original of any book of
the Bible.” | '

Nordoes the Apostlestop here. He
is endowed with the gift of interpreting
prophecy, and thus is able to bring any
quantity of evidence from the Hebrew
Prophets in support of the pretensions
of Mormonism. He professes tofind in
Isaiah the plainest allusions to a cer-
tain early convert to Mormonism, while
the construetion of the passage is no
less far-fetched and ingenious than much
of the same sort of exercise among im-
aginative Christian writers.

But the Mormon priesthood does not
stop with the assumption that unto
their sect God has vouchsafed a new
revelation. They also claim that su-
pernatural @owers and gifts have been
bestowed upon them. Thus: .

““Revelations,visions,the power of proph-

Christians,” |

The new revelation it is hardly neces-
sary to say is the famous Book of Mor-
mon, a volume containing 563 closely
printed pages and divided into fourteen
books resembling in external aspect a
cheap edition of the Bible. We quote:

“It was the alleged discovery ofthis book
that made the existence of the new sect

ssible, In the estimation of the Saints it

olds a place second only to that of the
Bible.” "

Then follows an inguiry into the
evidences, external and internal, of this
alleged new revelation. To facilitate
this examination Lord Amberley avails
himself of the writings of Mr. Orson
Pratt, ‘‘one of the most eminent of the
twelve apostles, who has devoted an
elaborate composition to the object of
proving its title to be received as a gen-
uine revelation.”” In thefirst place the
apostle endeavors to show that the
Bible by itself is an insufficient guide,
and then proceeds wo argue, in the lan-

guage of Lord Amberley, as follows:
““With regard to the Ilible,it leaves alarge
number of important questions entirel

unsettled. The loman Catholics, indeed,
assert its insufficiency, and make up the
deficiency by tradiiion.  Tradition, how-
ever, is an uncertain guide; for it was by
tradition that the canoun of Seripture was
fixed, and npon this point Catholics, An-

ecy, of healing, of aPeahn' with tongues
of :::ast;ing out devi 8, andg working other

miracies, arethe prerogatives of those who
belong to this kingdom.”

They claim that according to the
Scriptures the Church of Christ should
be distinguished by the possgession of
these powers and they prove this theory
by a strong array of biblical texts. All
other churches, it is said, have lost
these spiritual gifts. They are now
possessed alone by the Mormon priest-
hood, and this fact is deemed conclu-
gsive evidence that the Mormon Church
is the true church of God, Non-believ-
ers are threatened with dire calamities
in this world, and perdition is to be
their lot in the life to come. The de-

fenders of the Mormon faith are not |

lacking in such evidence as is needed
to prove the occurrence of miracles and
other marvels as having been performed
by the Apostles of their seect, or, if such
evidence alone is sufficient to establish
the beavenly origin of the Mormon
Chureh, they are prepared to furnish it
in overwhelming quantities.

Says Lord Amberley:

“If our faith is to be founded upon the
testimony of miracles; if miracles are cred-
ible according to the d e of evidence
brought to support them, then there is no
doubt of the conclusion to which we should
be led. Every rational man ought imme-
diately to join the Mormon Church, Not

glicans, and Lutherans are not agreed'. Ob-
viously, then, tradition cannottell us which
are the genuine canonical writings; by new-
reveldtion alone can this ‘very desirable l
and infinitely important knowledge’ he'
obtained. Even if tradition could demon-
strate that the books were written by those
who are reported as their authors, yet how
can it be determined that the originals were |
written by divine inspiration? How can |
Protestants know, without new revelation,
that any one book was divinely inspired?
Moreover, the original MSS, are lost and
the copies are very much ecorrupted: there

is an incredible mzltitude of different |

readings, and there are no two translations

that agree. IHow, then, can we rely upon !

the Bibie as a faithful record of God’s word?
‘Who knows that even one verse of the
whole Bible has escaped pollution, so as to
convey the same Sense now that itdid in
the original?’” |

This is the line of argument by which
the Mormons claim to prove the neces-
sity of a new revelation. Thenextstep
is to show that in the Book of Mormon
such a revelation really exists. To es-
tablish this point, the evidences of the
Book of Mormou are compared with
those of the Bible. The divine origin
of the Book of Mormon is establishied
on the testimony of three witnesses,
who havesworn rhat, in company with |
Joseph Smith, '

“They saw an angel descend from Heaven
and exhibit the plates before their eyes, so |
that they could see them and the engrav-

only cdn they adduce evidence which in

 itself is stronger than that relied upon b

any other religion, but they can adduce it
under circumstances in which deception
is far more difficult. *# = # =

however, there can be no doubt t
those miracles which rest upon thﬁ
authority are to be received, this new r
ligion would carry the day, yet its advo-
cates do not insist npon such factsas one of
the evidences of their faith. Miracles, in
their opinion, are not jntended  to convert
unbelievers, * # % They are treated as
nothing but the ordinary effects of faith.”
The Mormonscontend, however, that
they bhave ample seriptural warrant for
beieving that the power to work mir-
acles, the gilt of tongues, of healing, of
prophecying, and divers other super-
patural endowments, shouldattend and
distinguish the true church of Christ,
though, as already remarked, their
theory is that God bad long since with-
drawn these marks of His favor from
other Christians, but that they were
restored again to men with the advent
of the new religion of Joseph Smith.
The apostle Parley Pratt presents the
following contrast between the doe-
trines of Christ and the doectrines of
men. It is upon the former that the
Mormons found their doctrine that the
ministers of the true church should
possess the same powers as were pos-
seesed by the early apostles:
THE DOCTRINE OF | THE DOCTRINE OF
CHRIST, MEN,

ings upon them distinctly; and further,
that the voice of the ILord then declared to
them that they had been translated cor- |
rectly. These four persons could not be
deceived, while their characters and ecir-|
cumstances were such that we cannot sup-
p%he them to have combined fo deceive

He that believeth = He that believeth
on. me the works in Christ shall not
that I do shall he do do any of the mira-
also; and greater cles and mighty
works than these works that he diq,
shall he do, hecause

I go tothe Father.” ' ceased,

|

|

|

Is any sickamong
you, let him call for
the elders of the
church,and let them
pray over  him,
anointing bim with
0il in the nameofthe
Lord;and the prayer
of faith shallsave the
gick, and the Lord
shall raise him up;
and if he has com-
mitted ‘sins they
shall be forgiven
hhé'ﬁ tto h

ve rophesy,
and furhig not to
speak with tongues.

Fortooneis given
by the spirit the
word of wisdom; to

| another the word of

knowledge by the
same spirit.

To another faith
by the same spirit;
to another, the gift
of healing by the
same spirit,
~-To another, the
working of miracles;
t0 another, proph-
esy; tdmutxr, dis-
cerning of spirits; to
another, and divers
kinds of tongues; to
another, the inter-
pretation of tongues.
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If any are sick
among you, do not
send for the elders
of the church; or if
the elders come,
not let them 1la
hands on them, ne
ther let them anoint
them in the name of
the Lord, for this is
all Mormon delu-
gion; but send fora
good physician, and
perbaps they may
gﬂ{) weli.i 1

0 not prop .
and it is a}fl a d?ﬁ:
sion to speak im
tongues,

But to one is
given, by the learn-
ing of men, the word
of wisdom; to anoth-
er, the word of
knowledge by hu-

man legrning.
Andqgo n:%nthﬂr,

faith by the same
spirit; but to'none
the gift of healing by
the same spirit,

And to none the
working ofmiraeles;
andtonone to proph-
es8y; and to none dis-
cerning of spirits;
and to none to speak
with divers kinds of
tongues; and tonone
tointerpret tongues.

for such things have !

When we enter upon the pure theol-
ogy of Mormonism, we find still greater
variations from the received dectrines
of Christianity. Though believing in
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
(Ghost, these are not conceived by the
Mormons as & unity, but as distinct
pernnns{g:a. They also tell us there are
many 8, and advance numercus
pusageu nf seripture to support this
polytheis:n, Their worship, however,
is confined to one God, the Father of
mankind, and the Creator of the earth,
““Thus, while the Mormons are poly-

| theists in theory, they are monotheists

in practice.” But the immateriality of
God is expressly denied, and those wl.o
hold the belief are denounced as dis-
guised atheists, The doectrine of a
material deity of course excludes tlLe
idea of omnipresence as an attribute of
God, ard the Mormons do not shrick
from accepting the logical result of their
premises. This belief is also supperted
by texts from the Bible. ILord Amber-
ley, in this connection, quotes passages
from the writings of Milton and Dants,
and shows that the former, at least,
shared the Mormon view in attributing
anthropomorphic attributes to God; and
remarks that ‘“‘Paradise Lost’’ is essen
tially anthropomorphie. '

According, then, to the Mormon
fathers, the Father and the Son are in-
carnate; but the Holy Spirit is not a
‘‘person of tabernaele.”” 'Their idesas on
tLiis point are peculiar:

“Christ dilT-rsfrom the Father in nothing
but age and authority; the latter being
older has the right to preside over him.
# & %' The Holy Spirit enjoys the privi-
lege uf'being everywhere present; that is
to say, of being diffused  throughout the
universe, not of actually filling all space.
It governs and controls all other substan-
ces, produeing all the phenomena of na-
tare. It is not immaterial, but may be
compared to such invisible substances as
electricity, magnetism, * #* ]t is the
grand moving canse of all mtallignnoeai by
which they act. It is the executive which
puts in motion all worlds and performsall
wonders or miracles. It is instinet in
animals; reason in man; vision in Eﬂphﬁtﬂ.

Buat it is not enough for the Mormons
that they are the elect of God; they aspire
to and claim a still higher character. *‘The
Lord,” we are informed by Brigham
Young, ‘created you and me for the pur-
pose of becoming gods like himself)
# ¥ (God’s, angels and men areall of one
species. Men will hereafter rise to the con-
dition of gods, and gods have formerly
passed through that of men.”

But as man has a destiny, so algo he
has an origin, and this, too, is explain-
ed by the philosophers of Salt lake.
No mystery is too deep for them to
penetrate and solve, Men first exist
as/ organized intelligences in the eter-
nal mansions. Those who keep this,

““Their first estate are permitted to de-
scend to the second, that of existence in
the present world with a tabernacle of
flesh, though on entering the second es-
tate they become entirely uneonscious of
the past. Having kept his second estate,
man enters a probationary sphere, called
the world of spirite. Those who have

| heard the gospel, either in former times or

in this age, will rise from the spirit world
and reign on the earth during a thousand
years, while those who have rejected it
will remain in the spirit world till the last
trump.

There are three general resurrections in
which spirits are reunited to their bodies—
one pastandtwo future. The first was in

(Continued on ninth page.)



