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THE DESERET WEEELY.
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“You will be benefite ! atier a little
by the influence the Liatter-day Saints
will esert in slemming these eviisof
which you speak.”® “(Oh, yes,?”
says she, ‘“you believe that we?ll
all be Mormopa.”” No,” I said, *I
don’c belleve anything of the kind, [
do not expeet evervbody wiill be a
Mormon. We do not labor with &
view that everyhody i8 goingz to be a
Mormon, but we expect to iatroducea
belter state of avcle’'y, and others will
see and admire it, ami they wili be
glad to have the influence of our
example to belp correct the evils
which are mow growing so fasl, and
which are threateningz good society.??

A great many of our friends who
are Dot of us imigine that we are
working as we ure to buaild up some-
thing exc¢liusive, in other worde, that
we are going to buil! up some Mor-
mon lnstitution, as they call it, and
give the Mormone some tremendous
power uver everyoody else. A great.
or mistake could not bs: entertained.
Yot our opponente—I won’i call them

enemies, [ think we Indulge in that

word too much jn our public dlacourses
—make that & ground of complaint
agalnst us, und they allege that if we
bad the power we would make every-
thiug Mormon and hring everyoue
else into subjection to us. Nothing
coulid be farther from the truth. There
s yo such desuign in any of our hearts.

" if we nad th - power we waould not 4.

it. But what we do want is
to iotrouuce u beiler condi:ion of
affaite, We want Jove tuo reign in the
hearta of the children of men, us fur
as we can gel them ltu enteriaiu ami
cherish it. Apd we know that the
principles that God has revesled wili
do this, The object thut we ought 1o
huave in view,my brethren and sisters,
fe to’labor fur theesiablishmentof a
reign of rizhteouspess. 1 am very
anxious myselt to see g better gtate of
thlngs. [ Eknmow that God designs
thut 1here shall he. We haveon the
eartn an woundavce of every “elemeont
necessury for man’e happiuers. It is
4 gLodly earth that Gy has given us
a8 & habiiation; it is well supplied with
all the elemenis pecessary lor man’s
gomfort. Aud Lbe Isud that we
veou; y—1his cuulinent of America—
18 » cuoive lavd ab,ve all other lanys
nn the earth, The elvments of wealth
in the ulfeniesl abuudance are all
srouud u-;3 th lapd is rich apnd will
proutge tu alh unlimited exteot; there
8 an abuuuswee of animuls; the
treasures of the earlh are abuudauvt;
there 1+ Do end 0 the preoi-
ous metsls, por to those which are
more use ul apd neceesary. luo fact,
there §5 wothing tu prevent every
uumau being from enjoying hnppiness,
g 1nr a8 huppluess can be uerived frem
the pusscesivn of the elements neces-
snry to slstain llie apu to muake Jt
comforiable, and even luxarious. And
tbe Liatter-day satots will tind, if they
do that which is right apuy keep their
eyes single to the glory of God, that
they will become a very rich people.
1t is bouud to De the case, and nothin
can prevent it but ourown misconduct.
Wealth will inerease in our midst, on
our right and on our left. But the
rreat lesson for us Lo learn s to uee the
wealth that God gives ue in 5 wuy that
will bring gl .ry io Him and that witl
bring about the full salvatiin—tempor-
alwd apiritusl-—of vurletlow-crealures.
We should have the same spirit In the

management of wealth that we haveiu
going out without purse or eerip, or
that we had in sending teams down, to
which [ havealluded, to bring up the
poor, It would he s very uatortunate
thing for us to have bless.nga bestowe.d
lipen us that we would abuse am{ithat
would prove our destructton.

Alrea ly among us we baveseun the
had effecte of weslth., The diviston
f property among children whose
parents have diel possessed of wealth
baes not in every case proved a henefit
to those who inherited it. It should
be s lesson to all of us that there are
other things besides weanlth to bestow
upon our children, there ia something
utgher and of greater value and we
shonld seek after thoee greater riches
and endeavor to have them Inherited
by onr offspring.

i felt very much impressed nl one
time to talk to one of the brethren wuo
was a rich man and with whom I was
intimately acquainted. I heard that
he was very close, did not pay his
tithing and ncplected other things
which a Liatter-day Balnt would take
pleasnre 1o doing. 1 met hlm on the
wtreet and [ said tu bim, calling bim
by name:

[ feel greatly impressed to speak to
yon. Iiseems to ine that you are tak-
10g a0 unwise coarse. God has made
you a steward. He bas placed suh-
stunce In your hands; now is your
opportunity to use it wisely and io a
way that will contribute to your future
gratific (tion and bhappiness.
you are. very careless snd do not
pay any tithing and you do not 1 elp
in other directious. Now, as your
frienw, I feel tu suy this much to you,
You will not stay here a great while,
and somebo:y wiee Wwill inherit that
whioh you vow have. You bave it now
10 your power (g0 do goud Bnd Lelp
rorward the work of Gud. Make use
of the opportunity while you have it,
40 that when you go hence you will
nave no reflection to indulge in of
surrow and regret that you let the
opportunity slip.’* ~

He seemod to he greatly lmpressed
at the tiine, but [ do not think he did
anytolog about it particulariy. Not
long aftertbat he dled. His property,
of couree, has been divided. if hie did
pot avail himeelf or the opportunity

whioch he had tuereis not a shadow of}

qoubl in sy mind thut it wili be &
source 0 emiless regrettobim to think
that while the meaus was in hie pos-
scsston be tailed 1w do his plain
and simple uuty w8 « Latter-uay
Saint.

[ bave hal some a8k me concerning
the meaniug of Uhe parabie of the

u juss steward, conialued in the
16:b chapter of ' Luke, They
eanbnot uniersiand why the Savior

comme :ded the unjust steward who,
when threateped with tue luss of his
atewardship, resolved to make friends
ol his muster’s debitors so that wuoen he
shouid be put ou’ tney might receive
uim into their houses. “~The Savior
commended this sieward because he
bad done wisely; and he said to those
who listesed to blm: **Make tn your-
selves f iends of the mummon of un-
ricbtecousness; that, when ye fail,
they may receive you foto everlasting
habitations.”’

Tobere is an imporiant principle ip-
volved in these teachlngs. God has
entrusted us with mvane. We are His

I hear |

stewards. He wlll call ue to ap ae.
cou:t for ou: stewardsnip. This up-
just steward saw whal wus cominy,
Now, he eaid, in effect, **I will take of
this which [ have and over which }
am steward, nnd 1 will make with it
frisnds to myself.’* And he did so, s
that when bis stewardeblp wue takep
from bim he would have friends. W
should be equally wiee lu using fhe
moeans with which God has ep.
irusted us a8 stewarde. Mea ang
women who are rich, if theyonly knew
the right course, would do as the
women did to Jesus—"And Joanngy
the wife of Couza, Herod’s slewary
and Bussnng, and many others whigh
minjstered unto bim of their sub.
stance.” This was how the w,men whe
bad means made friecds with Jesus
and others have maue friends of the
prophets in the same way, as if to BRYy:
[ will make frieuds with the prophetg
with the apostles, with the mep
of Gud who will bave power in dayg
to comoe, so that §if [ fail they Muy
receive me into everlasting bahitg.
tions.”” For do you think that Gog
mnkes men kings and priests withoyy
Iving them authority and p- wer? Ng,

hess men who are deepised of the
world, will yet sit upon thrones, apgy
exercise power and dominion; ang [
would like to make friends of them
and gain their luve; and if 1 werep
man of meaus, aud they wers destitute
1 would Jike to impart meuns to thepy
and thus mske triends of them wiy
that which God bad made me stewarg
over.

¥

God bas made us all Btewards., H,
hag piaced meansinour bnds, Why,
better use c¢Ban we make of thyg
subglauce el lo build u. Hijg
Kingdoid upon the esrth, o hejp
establish His righteousness, angqg

0 devole everything that we have g
the sdvancement of Hie cause? Ap
He willrewnrd us, He will receive g
into everlasting habitationg, apd He
will increase His glory, bonor apyg
power upon us, Do you thivk thoge
who have given a cup of cold water g
the Euwders of this Church will pe
forgotten? Do you thynk those who hayg
enlertained the Klders of this Courep
—the messengers of God—ziven they,
ipdglogs, food aod clothing, will by
t.rgotten? No. God will reward a))
such. No man ever gave a cup pf
cold water t0 3 servant of Goujpg
woman ever prepared a mealof vicinalg
or made s hed for s servant of God o
rest upon, without the Lord beinyg
ougznizant of it, and He wiil reward all
such abundantly. Every mav thap
heips his fellow-man, whether he ge g
Liatier-day Sainl or not, will recelve 5
reward for doing so. God loves Hjy
children. He wanta His obildren g
love one snother. How is it with your
children? What feeling does it pro-
duce in your hearts when you see your
childreu practlcing seli-denial ‘apg
helpin.: each other? Why, you feel ag
thrugh you could give them anythip

vou have, while they have that spirjt.
Do you mnot think that God h4e thag
feeling concerning us, His chiluregy?
Qeriainly He has; anl wuen we belp
one another there i3 8 8pi it c.mey
upon us from Him that testifles to us
that that iz a good act, and that
God approves of it. Everything
that we do that contributes to
righteousness God will bless. This
people will be a hiessed people because
of this, because they do love one



