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FRCOM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

A Protest Agninst Peraecuotlon.

Viias, Grant Parisb, La.,
August 8th, 1898.

After reading of the treatment of the
Latter-day Saint Elders at Mechanics-
furg, Mlss.,, on July 30th, it 18 gratify-
ing’ to note in contrast tbe treatment
accorded the Elders of the Loulslana
snission on the same day at thls place.

The Summerfield taberpnacle at thls
polnt had been selected as the place for
holding conference for this state, and
on Friday, July 26, the Elders began ar-
riving here by twos, by fours, and by
sixes, until thirty-six were present to
participate in the services. Arrange-
ments had bheen completed beforehand
for the entertainment of the Ktders, and
our eltizens, rleh and poor allke,
opened wide their doors and proffered
the hospltallty of their homes. As many
more would have received as warm =a
welcome. Elder R. S, Hunt had charge
of the matter of entertainment, apd as
he assigned_ his brethren on Fri-
day evening their respective stopping
places, his countenance plalnly reflected
the happlness of his heart. Eilder H.
§3 bheloved by the people of this neigh-
borhood,

Sarvices were held Saturday, Sunday,
Monday, an at njght on Tuesday. The
sermon of Elder Cofnwall on Sunday
morning was one of the most pleasing
this writer ever had the pleasure of
hearing. The sermon of the evening by
Elder Nelson, of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
was an ahle and masterly effort, but
its delivery was greatly interrupted by
a violent ralnstorm, whieh marred the
effect it might therwise have produced.
‘This was the only Interruption during
the four days' sitting of the conference.
‘Ahout 400 people attended the meetings.

I know that Elder Joseph Tomlinson,
of Heber City, will experience a happy
heart-thrill to know that hls legion of
friends here extended such a warm
hospitality to the Mormon preachers.
Elder Tomlinson labored In this part of
the vineyard part of last year) All the
Elders are greatly llked by our people
generally,

The writer is no church membear, and
sief-er was, but he bheileves In the Chris-
tianlty as taught by Jesus, and eannot
accept perscution and hypocrisy as any
part or parcel of that Christianity, and
prays that he may never close the door
20 one who seeks shelter in His name.

Respectfully,
JOHN B. LYMAN.

Floriila Conference.

New Zlon, Bradford Co., Fla.,
Aug. 9, 1838,

At New Zilon, In the proverbial "Land
of Flowers,"™ were gathered together a
noble band of workers In the ‘“‘cause
of truth. The call that brought this
host of Israel's army together, came
from the presldent notifying them
that annual conference would, at the
place and dates alove mentioned, be
heid. Although we mdssed the gsmlile
and welcome greeting of our former
president, Elder Elias 8. Kimball, our
hearts wer gladdend at the presence
of our new president, Elder Ben E.
Rlich. .

The conference was opened at 10 a. m.
by a call to order from Eider John Z.
Brown, and singing, “How awift the
months.” Opening prayer by Elder
E, L. Black, followed by singing,
“Come, come, ye Salnta' Elder Brown
gave a short address of welcome to all
present. We were then Insiructed by
the following brethren of the travel-
ing Elders: W, H. Sumnmerhays, J. A.
Godfrey and H. P. Randall. Elder Ben
E. Righ, president of the Southern

States mission, addressed the confer-
ence. He proved from Holy Writ the
striklng similarity between the Gospel
of Christ and the Gospel that the ITl-
deras of Israel are proclaiming.

A letter was read from Elder L. W,
Lund, who recently labhored in the
Tlorida conference. After singing and
prayer, a sumptuous feast Wwas par-
taken of on the grounds. In the af-
ternoon we listened to the remarks ot
the following Elders: Ross B, Cutler,
James H. Allen, Jabez ¥Faux Jr.,, John
Z. Brown, and Ben E, Rich.

On Bunday morning the following
Elders hore testimony to the t:-ithful-
ness of the Gospel and spofe on the
principles of the same; Brigham Has-
lam, L. A, Stevenson, G. W. Skidmore,
W, H, Jensen, J. D. Coombs, A. Jeffer-
les and Ben E. Rich. Sunday afternoon
meeting was enjoved by hearing from
Elders I. W. Robbins, E. L. Black,
Ben. E. Rich and John Z. Brown. Bene-
dietlon by Elder Ellag A. Gee brought
the gemeral conference to a close, sub-
ject to a call from the president.

The conference was a declded success
in every way, there were over 600 per-
sons present, which showa that the
work of the Lord 1s making progress to
a marked degree In thls section of the
country. Mothers in Zlon may rest aa-
pured that thelr sons are wel]l cared
for here, judglng from the way In which
the Elders were so kindly treated at
conference by the good-hearted, gener-
ous people of New Zlon and vicinity.
A change has heen made In conference
affalrs, resulting in the establishment of
a conference headquarters for the presl-
dent, which at present s located at
New Zlon.

In addition to the general conference
Priesthool meetings were held on Fol-
daoy afternoon, Sunday morning and
Monday mornlng. Elder Rich was com-
pelled to leave us Sunday night, busi-
ness calling him to Chattanooga.

Elders E. L, Black and H. C. Blood,
have bheen released after fllling honor-
able misalons. Blders David H, Elton
and T. B. Steele have been tranaferred
to other conferences.

Very respectfully,
JOHN Z. BROWN,
Presldent of the Conference.
GEO. W. SKIDMORE,
DAVID H. ELTON,
Clerks.

The (iospel In Kent, England.

Tunhridge, Welle, Kent, July 20, 189s.

Leaving the good people of Tunbridge
Wells in the hands of Brother David W.
Horsley, I joutrneyed Into the country
to visit our scattered Saints, tract the
villages on the way, and Iift up my
volce wherever opportunity offered. So
on one of our soul !papiring mornings
I left the Salnts of the Wells with their
blessing. The first I visited on my
journey were the Jarvis Brook and
Crowborough Salnts. One of these is
a llving witness that signs follow he-
lievers. The Lord had blessed him
with restored eyvesight, although be-
fore his baptism he could scarcely see
to read. The brother believes that
God speake to him through His holy
word, One day he was impreased that
he ought to do something for the Lord,
He opened the Elble to find out what
the Almlghty expected of him and the
first pasage he found was this: "W
a man roh God? Yet, ye have rohbead
me, But yve say, wherein have we
robhed Thee? In tithes and offerings.
Bring ve all the tlthes Into the store-
house, that thelr may be meat in mine
house, I prove me now herewlth, said
the Lord of hosts, {f I will not open you

fhe windows of heaven, I pour you out
a blessing, that their shall not.be mom
enough to receive t.* (Mal. 3.) Thus
he was taught the law of tithing.

In tracting the people of Crowbor-
ough, I was invited Into 2 gentleman's
country residence. I had left tracts
there before. When he saw me comling
up the path, he invited me ia himseif,
saylng he wanted to have a talk with
me. This gent!man believes in revelg-
tion. He has the Bible at his finger
ends. The question of authority and
the more advanced doctrines of the
Church were the subject of conversa-
tlon for about three hours.

My next journey was to Uckfleld,
Sessex, to arrange for the baptism of a
young convert. In the evening the
Blble Misslon soclety, were going to
hold a meeting. As there is only one
small place where they allow open alr
services in, I concluded it would be ad-
visable to mingle with them, and take
the first opportunlty to speak to the
people on the true plan of life and sal-
vation. I governed myself accordingly
helplng them sing, and asking blessing
on all that desired to lift up fallen hu-
manlty.

“By grace ye are saved, not by
works,” was their theme. When an
opportunity offered I told them I wpuld
like to say a few words for the Master,
and the cause of rlghteousness. I waa
permitted to do so, and spoke about
falth, repentence and baptism.

I closed without a responsive Amen
from my friends. As I was glving ont
tracts to the people, one of them
stepped to the front and told the people
I was a stranger to them; they had
no connectlon with me, and warneda
thermn If T did not preach from the Bi-
ble, not to recelve me. 1 thanked
them, and asked them to compare our
doctrines and articles of faith with the
Bible. On returning to Jarvis brook,
the next Sunday evening., not filnding
enough people to talk to in one place,
I could see a gathering of rellgious peo-
ple at the cross roads, when I got there,
I found the sama man presiding, that
was my once dear friend, at my meet-
ing at Uchfield. I helped them =sing.
to show them I hadn't any i1l feelings.
I recognized many of them present by
my leaving tracts at thelr houses and
talking to them on the Gospel. One of
the apeakers told the people to beware;
there was a man going around the
country teaching the people by our
good works we are saved. He could
prove from the Bible it was false, By
faith we are saved, not by our worka.
We can do nothing of ourselves.

I remaln your hrother in the truth.

BRICE W. SAINSURY.

In the Georgia Qonference.

Alpharetta, Ga., Aug. 10, 1898.

I left my home in Cleveland, Idaho,
March 13, 1897, to fill a mission In the
gouthern States. I arrived In Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., March 21, where we re-
ceived Insructions and were assigmed
to labor In Rowan Co., Ky., wlth Elder
Geo. A. Lyman. Afterwards I was sent
to Lewis county, Ky. to labor with
Thomas H. Blackburn. I labored there
until Aug. 1st whn I was sent to Meog-
fin county, Ky., to labor with Elder
A, A. Kilmball. We labord there until
Sept. 26th, when we went to our confer-
ence. After conference I was assigned to
lahor with John Arow Smith in Mogflin
county. We labored there tifl Decem-
ber 5th, when we were called to Vance-
burg to conference, where we recelved
many good instruectiona.

After conference was over I was sent
back to Mogfin county with Elder John
A. Winegar as a companion, There we
labored until January 18th, when I was
called to labor In the Sunday school
with Elder A, P. Kimball. In the coursa



