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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

DECORATION DAY,

Thirty-five years have passed away
since the opening gun of the greateat
war of modern times on the American
continent; and tomorrow, Decoration

Doy, May 30th, comes to us for spectal
coneideratinn ae a day op which to
direct particulsr atlentjon to the herces
of that time. Tbere were two sides—
a disagreement between brothers in
4be natiopsl famliy—aocd both were
fntensely in earpeet, The conteet was
:mtubboruoly,fiercely waged, and vlctory
wested on the Unlon flag, earried by
-men who worte the blue, The van-
-quisbed soidlers who wore the grey
uniform bave accepted tbe arbitrament
-of that great conflict of four years’
~duraiiop, and today finds tbhe blue and
“he grey atrewlng flowere over the
dead with tbaukfulpess that tbe Unlon
“was presel ved,

Now the bitterness of s tbird of cen-
‘tury age hae paered away in the zener-
wous nature cf thnee who met In the
deadly combat, Very many of thowe
whose hearts thniled at the song of
nationsl trlpmpb when the war ended,
many whose souls were gloomy and
sullen but were brighterel again In
tbe balmy atmnsphere of pesce, have
responded to the summone cf the grim
reapet whore presence they courted
amid the din of battle, snd compara-
tively lew remsin who bore the burden
and the beat of the day; nli the great
leaders have been iaid away. Buatthe
work they wroughbtendures with the
peoyle of a prosperous pation as theee
upited!y engage 1o sacred memorial
dervice for the heroic dead.

Decoratlon day—tbe legal bollday
pet apart 1o this Blate—and Memorial
Bunday ~— the next preceding Bab.
-bath to May 30-—have acquired
a eweet snd solemn elgniticance
wmong tbe people. Foremost in the
services on these daoys ia the mrmory
of tbote who died tbhat tbe Unlon
might remalr ; and cloeely alljed there-
to Ir the memuory of other loved ones
who have pigeed totbe great beyond in
age, in maohoed, or ib infancy. The
reverence lor the patlon’s heroes mnd
tbe nftection for nesrer family Gonpec-
tions who sleep benenth the ellent sod,
combine to Intensify tbe love for each.
B0 may it be, And while all tbe
natlon olaims as ite own tbhose ‘who
gave thelir lives in its delense, love tor
tbem 1a kept freeb mnd strong through
sthe steady etrenm of bumanity that is
paseing to ‘‘the otber pide.’? Btrew
figwers on the graves ol all, in'love for
those ,who have dled, yet‘*'will live
‘agaln.’?

— et

POSSESSED WIT# A DENON.

SBome time sgo the strange pre.
tepelone ol 3 Freoch womap, Mile,
-Conedop, who claime to have conver-
eatlone with the angel QGabriel, was
, mentioned in theee columne. The lady
contiuues to create considerable inter-
eot in France.

The Catholic cbureb, ae {s well
Enown, does not deny the possibility ot
-gommuDbication With the otuer world,

por of miracles, but suy olalms to
supernatural powers sre slways sube
Jected to the close scrutiny of sclentiate
and theclogiane, and they ate received
as genulpe only When they have
stood tbe test and are found to
ve in harmony with the lo-
terests of the cburch. In accordance
with thie rule, the visions and wulter-
ances of Mile, Conedon have been In-
vestigated with tbe reault tbat they
are aporlbed to a demonisoal source,
Some time ago 8 commlittee Was ap-
pointed by the Bociety of Peyehiocal Bol-
ences, charged with the task of analyz-
iog the true nature of Lbe phenome-
son, Thia comm:ittes retired uonsable
to arrive at a eatistactory conoelusion.
Another commitiee was appolinted,
among Wwhose members was Canon
Bretlte of Notre Dame, s well known
Parisian divine. They were commi;-
aloned to aecertain, firal, whetber the
lady acted ip virtue of a conditlon un.
gnown to sclence; secondly, 1o virtue
ol divioe ipapirations; thirdly, wbetber,
on the contrary, she acted ib virtue of
disbolical inspiratiop, anod, fourthly,
whether she bad & miselon to fulflli,
and, If a0, what,

The report of thie commiitee has
pow been made publlic and it Indicates
that the Freich uivine bas satiefled
bimeel! tkat Mile. Conedon I8 teally
pureersed with ap evll spint,

Io the report it je polnoted out that
tbe com mittee pould not, in the present
state of soience, rejly eatislactorily to
the firat question. As to the second,
bowever, it waa plain, there could be
no doubl; the Iady did not aot under
divine inspiration, for tbe reason that
ahe refused to obey the mandates ol ihe
cburch apd denied theinfalhibility of the
pope. The epirit tbhat poesesses ber,
Canon Bretié says, does not anderatand
Greek or Latln, He dielikes prayers
apd flles ipto & rage at unwelcome
visitore., He 1& leaping toward Jan.
penisl beresles and bolds other wrong
doctrines, and bie language about the
cardlaale of the church ie unfit for
publioation. The concluslon tberefore
le tbat he ia an evil epirit.

Without passing any judgment on
the logical reseoning of the ccmmlttee,
it ie worth whiile noticing that the case
is interesting outstde of France, inas-
much se It ia apootber reminder to a
world fast sipking into materialiem, of
the fact that there are more things be-
tween heaven and earth than pbileao.
pby ever dreamt of. There have al-
ways been peychbical ppbenomena that

the keepest polentists bave beep
unable to claselfy, and those
evidently of =z questionable origin

geem to mulilply in tnie age of enligbt-
epment to n surprising degree, ls it
hecause evl] Influence: are hecoming
mele powerful amoog the children of
mwen and conecquently flod more op-
rortunities ¢f manplfesting themeelver
through human  sget cier? Toe
thoughiful observer can hurdiy fail to
draw ¢omparisona between the presept
age and former limes, when at the eve
of great revolulions tbe powers of
derkpess and light seem to have de-
scended ©n earth, mustering their
forces on the fields of buman activity
tor & decisive contert. Then'tbere bae

been ‘a ,compna.ti\'e calm until the

next grea! battle, but through all
figbt apd truth bave appeared lu’.
umphani,leaving no doubt of the fina)
outcome.

———— —————

BUILDING UP THE STATE,

The loval, pairiotic citizen who re-
gides In any atate of the Union i
always found doing hie part to bulld

up hie own Jlocality, though he may
acorh to follow a metbod which would
bring apparent advantage to bis own
by pulling down others, That citizen
worke lor his town, city of state, not
bingering othere in dolng likewiae in
tbeir patticular nelgbborhood, know-
ing that by each persop performing bis
part in various localitice, the bulldiog
up of the whole {s accomplished. On the
other hand, the citizen who, while
dolog eomse good io a epeclal line, in-
dulges in osrpiog criticlam of gthern
pot in witb bia purticalar hobby and
strivea to dizcredit or pull dowp the
work of others merely to glority him-
self and riee on the ruine be haa gre-
ated, 18 unpatriotic, nv matter how
persisiently he may make bis claim 10
words. His conduct dieplays a self-
jsbpess inat is not conducive (o the
general welfare.

In our own Biate we have energelio,
perelstent workers for the progress of
thiie part of the couulry in every direc-
tion that will tend to pfumote the
welfare vl the people;apd ibh helping
the neighhorhoed they are operating
in, they =sre streneibening toe State
and the natlon. We aleo bave, po-
fortunstely—and yel fortonately they
are compufatively few —eome who
may do good work in various dlrec-
tione but mAr its excellence by the
time anhg energy they spend In rival-
ry with peigbboiiog towns ot in find-
ing fauit with romebody else Who may
be aes alncere a8 they in eseeking the
genera) good, end wiser in not abus-
ipg of meddling with thelr neighbors.
When theee rivalries and thie torasbr
ing nway at neighbore are ellmipate
it will be all the better for the State,

Unbder the olroumetapces of the eet-
tlement of Utah, it was the Mormon
people who performed the chief Jabor
of establishing » prosperour commoD-
wesalth bere. Tbeir leaders were the
wmen who were foremost in buildipg up
the ‘Btate, and tbey threw all thelr
energies into the work; anJd now those
of them that are dead recelve especial
tbhapke—--deservedly, too, though ratber
late—for the greal labuer they sccolne
pliebed,

Io the later yeare there bave been
many esrpest workers in huildiog up
wbie part of the Weal; and not all of
tbem have been aesociated with the
Mormon people in a religious senee,
But tbey bave anited with them io
the general labors of developlng ibe
State, and the mining =sod . otber
inudustfies bave mude rapid advance.
For all of this they deserve ocredit
and rornmendation} and it should not
be be!d biok allozecner uautll they are
dead, fof tbe reasoe tbau a litile o1 it
sometinoes is B great epgouragement to
tbe liviog.

Bo far as the ad¥ance of the Btatels
concerced, bowevenlbe jeaders among
tbe Mormon people bave Dot faliered
in the pereistency of their efforte to
build up thia commonwenltb; nor bave
they tallen back to & second place in



