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JHE DESERET WEEEKLY.

tracte of high lande which were origlin-
ally covered wilb tinber but were
cleared lfor farming purpoees, have ot
lute years been so badly cut up by
washouts that it i almost unfit for
cultivalion; and the yreat complajut
Amuoyg the (armets 18 that it Jon’s pay
Lo tikl the sofl like it Jid in eariy Mor-
uion daye, Cousequeutiy land is com-
lug gown ip price every yvesr, auu at
be presbut time is scarcely wortn
more thau $20 or $25 per utie, except
fo oclose proximily to the market Low ns,
when it of course communus a higher
ptice. There nre, however, some very
Bive counlry places arounu Indepen-
reuce, prominent among which s the
fine resivence or H. M, Vail, bulit fu
1880-S1; 1t is one ot the most beautiful
and cuslly residences In  Jackeon
county, aud ls slinatedon the west siue
of North Liberly streel, one mile north
ol the public egquare of { DUependence.
The leugth of the mansiou 18 109 by 48
feet with a tower 80 feel high, The
view [rom this tower ip magniticent.

It hasz heen supposed that the
Temple Jot ja the highest point iu
Jacksou counly, but this appeara to he
f mistake, as there f8 1 poivt nenr the
Migsouri river—a blutl overlecoking
that sireatn and the Burrouuudityg
country—which 18 1024 feet above the
level of the Guif o1 Mexico, wbile the
lgvel ot ludependence is only 972 leet,
or 5¢ leel lower. The heght of the
hlutf meutioned is 321 fest above low
Wwauler murk in the Missourl rlver.

On 1y journey from Iudepebuence
to the Miscouri rivertoday, 1 bogereu
on this bigh bluff overiooking the
rver, in order Lo enjoy thescenery,
There, surrounued by extonsive
orobards of the finest fiult trees the
couptry can afford, tue grandest
panorama of patoral and  artifeisl
BCenery meels the oyt on every hand,
the great Missouri weandering at your
feet, beneath the blufl can be seen
atrelohing tbhrough the creen bijls 10r
twenly nilles uway, its banks fringea
with u beauti ul growtb of waluut, oak,
elm and hickory. Pussenger sleamers
and freight bouls are ocoassional'y puse.
Ing up aug down theriver, while the
rush apd rutabje of the passing Lraiu
on seveu different ralirosds reverber-

ate through the valley, and the
white wreathe of pmoke shuw the
course of the irun horee, The
spires  and  hounses of bhall &

doz:n citier aud towns on both sides ot
the river grevt the eye 01 the behold-
er, amung which are Independence,
Kansas Cliy, Wyandotie and Laberiy,
“while near at haud Lhe precipilous snu
rooky biufte, the macadam road to
Indepeudence lnudiog, the highly cul
tivaled farms and gardene, the shrub-
bery, the ciumps of timber wnd the
‘thousanug of fruit trees, make this one
of Lhe most attractive s;ots in the state
of Missouri. Apples, penches, Iears,
cberrles, plumy, quinces, grapes anu a
greal variety of siall iruiv are grown
in great profusion oo thie blutl,

Desoendivg the bluf! we {(my com-
Paplon was my frievd C. A. Hall, of
lodependence, who tovk me (o the
raliway stativn with hla leam)suon
reached the pint on the Missouri river
koown as old Wayne Cliy,1 mties irom
Iodependence, or 12 miles.rorn Kansas
Ciiy. This is where the old Ducker
Ferry use to be on the main road of
travel trom Liberty to I ndependence.
It was here that most of the Salols

wllo were driven out of Jagkeon coun-
Ly by a bloodthirely mob in 1833
orossed the DMissourl river into Clay
couuly, JL was also at this poi t that
James Uampbell and others lost their
lives auu where Samuel C. Owens anu
bis colnpanions had such & parrow
eEcape trom dirowuing while attem)t-
1ug Lo crosd Lhe river fur the purpose ot
rs{sing & meb witk which to asuibi-
late 1he members ,of Zion’s Camp who
under the teadersbhip of the Pruphet
Josepb were npearing the bLorders ol
Ulay couniy attne time, Thiscircum-
stapce bappens i ou the 16th ol Juae,
1834. When the mobbers bad reacheu
the middle of Lue river, the bout sank
aud seveD out of about twelve or
fifteen men were Urow ned;amony them
the notorious JumesCampbull, who hau
declared with a terrivte oath toag
engles and turkey buzzards should eat
the fesh trom his bones 1 be uid not
fix Joe Smith aod bis army 1u twu
days, eo that theirskine woulu pot tigld
shuoss! It seemed that Providence
tovk him on his wordj he diu not kil
Joe Bmith aby hisarmy; but hie dead
bouy was eaten by the birde of prey
which Be bimeelt bed meutioned; and
wien a Mr, Purtle seversl uays later
found bhis remasafns on a little island
abort distauce beluw Blue Miils Ferry,
ouly the hones were Jefl.

At the poiut  whete Ducker’s
Ferry once wms  operaled  anu
wWhere  Wayne Cily  once stood,
only two houses remain; the

lerry ban long ago Leen discontlnued,
butone of the old ferry boats lies upou
the bank of the siream, & Wreck, near-
iy decayed, The |l puependence water-
works 1s sitnated about hall & miie
bel,w the ierry site. The Mlssouri at
tuls polut is coufined to nearly bhun
e ordjunry whdth, and the chanpe: is
cunsequently deep. At present, how-
ever, the water In Lhe river is very
low, su mued so that cneof Lo Bat
Liake excursionists, who hay uever
sevn the river before, but had heard of
1L 8iuee bis childbood day, remarkeu:
**1s it possible thal tuis ia the mighty
Miseour! of whiob I bave heucd sp
much? Why, it is Dol much bigger
wiap our Jordanl’?

Traveling by rail along the bank of
the Missours, [ bad 8 glimpse ol 1he
1siand oo whigh the wueleton o!
Mr. Campbell, oue of the mobbers re-
ierred to, was found, Thls islapu is
aesatr s farm owned by Geo. P. Hed-
rick,one ot theHedrickite hrethren from
tudependence, who poluted 1t out to
me,

The Atchison, Tupeka & Bania Fe
Railway orosses the Mlssourl river on
40 oilegant bridge Dear the town vl
sSibley. This town occupies the site of
old Fuit Qsace, founded Iu 1808, any
wus 1he first seutlement mwaue hy
whiles in Jackson e¢ounty; It is 27
miles gast of Kansas Cily.

ANDREW JENEOUN,

Rionmonp, Ray county, Mo,, Bept.
2, 1893.—1I arrived here Irom Kauses
Uity this moruiug aDu huve been busy
most 01 the Uay resding aod cuiline
from old Joouments perinining to the
eariy history ot the Cburch, in pus-
sesaion of David J, Whitmer; who, in
¢ upection With his nepbew, (Gew, C.
L, Schweich, recelved me kindiy and
huve reundered me efficlent aiu in my
histurical resenrches ut this place.

Richmond bas grown considerabiy

—=
since I wes here before, nuapjy five
YUAre AgO, abJ MmMADY 1mprovements
a,b golng on the _Prégent svamon, jp.
cludiog the macadiamizing of wome of
the priucipal streels, puviing sidewn kg
etc. Ricbmond i8 lue couuty seyt of
Bay county aud was namey by the
cuunty court Monday, Septembep
24, 1827. Nt 1= situatea o two
rullroaus, 44 miles nortbheust  gp
Kansus City, 237 miles Bouthwewny gf
Bt. Loufs und 67 miles scutbenst of
S1. Joseph. The malu or ¢entral por-
tion of Figcbmond sir0UB vu the Crowp
of A graceful swell, and ihe suburbap
bortions are localed on tie alopes of n
succeesion oi besullful wooued bills
tbhat pearly surruunu the central lowp
Thesloperabound in the inoat altraot.
ive builuing sites Lhat commang fine
city and vpeu valley Views fp almoest
every uireclion; it hes scores gt fine
votlauges, villas and dignitieit mansion
homes, Many fpe butldings have
been erected of lute years; 8 fi,e LW 0.
story . brick buoildlog kuown gag the
Woodsou  institule, {a Methodisy
college,) has juat been completey and
was opeged today for sch gl PUTrposes

Accompanied by David J, W

I bitme
I bave just vielled the yrave iy

of
father David Whittuer, one gof tt:)l:
three witoessss o1 the Book of Mormgp

He rests uear the northwest Corner gf
the new cemelery, and a Plain, gy
nicely cut shaft of bhlue Yranigy
mounted upon a sguare buse of clpge.
wruipned sundetone, has been Fa ey on
vis grave saod on that of hig wile
who died soon aller her busba g

The whole monumeut does pot, exceet;
five fee! in beight, and the LoD bhgs
been chiseled out 86 8s to Fepresen
two books—ibe Bible nnd the Bygk e
Murmon—Ilyi1ng on iop of one Bhothey

Oun the south s1de ol the monumeng
the following ineeription; “Davu:
Whitmer, sies Jaouary 25, 1888, ageq
83 yoars 20 deye,” Qu the west Bide |
smaller letters: ‘‘The recory ot the
Jewsand the record of the ngmle!
are yne. Truth e eternai,?’ Beneatp
are the WOrus, “Falhep aud
Motber,”” ang still lower fp large
letters, ‘““Whitmer,”” Op the Uor’II.h
side I read: “*Julin A, Whitmur, Jdied
Feb. 25, 1889, uged 74 years, 18 uuyq s
In the old Richmonu graveyary a]t‘u-
ated north of the town (the new One lg
wesl) rests tbe earthly remsins gof
Peter Whnilmer, senior, 1n whose house
tbe Church was orgauized April 6

1830, in Benecs Co., N, Y.; aiy, his
wife Mary, the oniy woman Wio was
privilegeu to beboid the plates from
which the Book of Merimmon was trans-
luteu; they were ebowuto her ig ber
own uooryard in Fayetie by 4 holy
messenger. Aleo Jacon Whitrer, gne
of the eight wiluesses of the Bm’.k of
Mormon, was butied 1n the oly Rich-
monu graveyard, Hy bis sige |ies
Oliver Cowdery, one ol the three wite
uepses; Martin Hurrie, the other ppe
of the three wilnDesses, js buried In
Clarkston, Utab, Hiram Puyge, up-
other of iue elght wituesser, s burjey’
in the westero part ol Ray county.
Jobu VWhitmer ule: in Far Weal,
Caidwell county, Mo., but hie remains
werse Juterred at Kinesion, the present
county seal of Usiuwell. Peter Whit-
mer, Jr., and Christian Whitmer,wers
both burleu ip the westeru part o1 Clay
counly, Mo. Joseph Smitn, sr., and
Hyrum Swith, the other two of the
eight wiinesses, were loterred in Nan-



