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tracts of high lands which were origin-
ally covered with umbertimber but were
cleared for farming purposesep have or
late years been so badly cut up by
washoutswaswaboutsshouts that it isie almost unfit for
cultivation and the great complaint
among the farmers Is that it dontdona pay
to till the soil like it did in early mor-
mon days aly land is com-
ing down in price every year aau at
the present time is scarcely worta
more than 20 or ar2 per acie except
in close proximity to the market towtowneop
when it of course a higher
price there are however some very
flue country placesplaced around indepen-
dence prominent among which laia the
floefine residence of H M vail built iki
1880 81 it isIB one orof the moistmoat beautiful
and subtly residences in jacksonjackcon
county and toia situated on the west sidenide
of north liberty street one mile north
of the square of independence
the length of the mansion tola uycy 48
feet with a tower 80 feet high theview from this tower tola magnificent

it has been supposed that the
temple lotjot inie the highest point in
jackson county but this appears to be
a ake asaa there is a joithe near the
missouriouri river a bluff
that stream and the surroundingsurround iDi
country which isIB 1024 feet above the
level of the gulf otof mexico while the
level of independence isie only jeetfeet
or 62 teetfeet lower timthe height of the
bluff is feet above low
yaterwater mark in the missouri river

ooon my journey from independence
to the missouriMittiMisi ounouri river today I1 linJingergeroueu
on thin high bluff overlooking the
river inID order to enjoy the scenery
there surrounded by extensive
orchards of the finest fruit trees the
country can afford tuethe grandestgrandeel
panoramapariorama of natural and artificial
scenery meetsbeete the eye on every bano
the great missouri jug at your
feet boijebeneathath the bluel can be meet
stretchingir lobing through the green hills lortwenty miles away its banks fringed
with a beautt ul growth of walnut oak
elm and hickory passenger steamerssteamera
and heightfreight bottoboats are occasionally pass
loging up bisnoand down the river whilewLllethetherush and rumble of the passing trainonson evois different railroads reverber-ate through the valleyvailey and the
white wreathsathe of smoke showhow the
course of the horsehone the

ksspirestree aud housesbouses of half a
dbr n cities and towns on both sidesbides of
the river greet the eye of the behold-
er among which are independence
kansaskaneas city wyandotteWyand and liberty
while near at handbaud the precipitous undand
rocky bluffbluffed the macadam road tuto
independence landing theabe highly

farms anuana gardens the shrub
bery the clumps of timber andnd thethousands otof fruit tresstrees make this one
of the most attractive spots in the state
of missouri apples peaches pears
cherries plumsplume quincequincelquincee grapes andana a
great variety of small fruit are grown
in great on this bluff

descending the bluff we my cumcnorr

fanional my friend UUAA hadjbalofHa lofof
depentidependenceence who took me to theibe

railwaydillway station with his team soon
reached the print unon the missouri river
known as old miles from
independence or 12 mitmilesesromrom kansascity tulathis tota where the old duckerperryferry tseu to be on the main road of
travel from liberty to independence
it was here that most ot the saints

who were drivondriven out of jackson coun-
ty by a bloodthirsty mob in 18381833
crossed the missouri river into clay
county it was also at this poi t thatjamesjamea campbell and others lost their
lives anu where samuel C owens and
blebie companions hadbad suchauch a narrow
escape irumirom drowning while attempt
lug to crofus the river foror the purpose otof
raising a mob with which to
late theitie members of zionzionss camp who
under the leadership of the prophet
josephjoiseph were nearing titethe bordersbordera ol01

clay county atlueat toe time this circum-
stance baphappeneyhappepenel on the of june
1834 when the robbers had reached
the middle of toe river the boat sank
and seven out of about twelve or
fifteen men were ddrowned among them
the notorious gamt bau
declared wita a terrible oath that
eagles audand turkey buzzards should eat
the flesh from hishi bonesbonea it be did not
fix joe smith and hishie army in two
daysday soBO that their shine would not holdbold
shucks it seemed that providence
took him on hishie word he did not kill
JOOjoe smith and hishie army but hisbie dead
body was eaten by the birdsbirda of prey
which he himself hadbad mentioned and
when a mr purtle several daysdaya later
found hisbia remainsremaina on a little lelandisland a
shortabort diadistancediatatanceuce below blue mills ferry
only the bones were left

at the point where duckerduckersDuckerea
ferry once waswaa operated and
where wayne city once stood
only two housesbouses remain the
terrylerry naehas longjong ago been
but one

I1
of the old terryferry boatsboata lies epou

thebe batikbank of the kream a wreck near-
ly decayed the independence water
works is situated about half a mile
beaw the lorrylerry siteeite the missouri at
tuis polut lain confined to nearly bull
its10 ordinary width and the channel is
consequently deep at present how-
ever the water in the river lais very
low soBU muonmoon tooDO that trieineatof the suit
lake excursionists who hadbad never
seen the river before but had heard of
it since hishie childhood day remarked

Is it possible that taisnis is thetb mighty
missouri of which I1 have heard soBO

much why it toia not much bigger
than our jordanJordablIP

traveling by rail along the bank of
the missouri I1 bad a glimpse of the
island on which the sieJeton olofmr campbellCampbelJ one of the bobbera re
erred to was found this inlang tola

near a farm owned by googeo P hed
rickone otof brethren from
independence who polotesiii it out to
me

the atchisonAt topeka santa ferailway crosses the missouri river on
an elegant bridge near the town olof

this tow nu occupies the sitebite of
old furtfort founded toin 1808 and
was the first settlement by
whites in jackson county it laIs 27
niilesmiles cast otof kansas city
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RICHMOND ray countyCOUDY mo sept
5 1893 1 arrived here from kansascity tais morning aouanu have been busy
most otof the day reading and cullin
fromholdfrom old documents pertaining to the
early history of the church in pos-
session of david J whitmer who in

with hisbla nephew geo C
li Sob received me kindly and
have renderedreu dered me efficient aiuaia in my
historical researches at this place

richmond hashaa grown considerably

since I1 was here before nearly fiveyeabeare ago and many improvementsae going onoil the present season in-cluding theine of some ofthe principal streetsstreet pavil
etc richmondKich mond is the county I1

seat ofraybay county and was named by thecounty court monday september
24 1827 it is situated onoil tworailroads 44 miles northeast ofkansas city milesmilea southwestsou tb west ofst louis and 67 miles southeast orofsl josephjoiseph the malumain or central portionbion otof richmond stands on trioane crownof ita gratefulgraceful swell and the suburbanportions are located on the elopes of gasuccession oi0 beautiful wooded hillshiljathat nearly surround the central townrneibe slopes abound in the mostmoat attractive sites thatbuilding command finfinecity anuand open valley views inila almostevery uIdirection it naghas scores otof linefinecottages villas and dignified mansionhomes many fine builtbuildingslings havebeen erected of lutelate years a fluefine twostory brick buildingbuil known asam thewoodson I1institutete a methodistcollege has just been complecompletedtel andwas opened today for sobsch 01ol purposes

accompanied by dvid J WhitmerrI1 luavehave just visited the grave of0 MBhisfather david one of thethree witnesses of01 the bookboob of mormonM
he rests near abe north cornercorne ofthe new cemetery rudand a8 plain butnicely cut shaft of blueus granitemounted upon a square base orof closegrained sandstone has been raised
ats grave and on that of his wirewife

on
who died soonboon alter her husbandthe whole monument does not exceedfive feet in height and the top
been chiseled out so as to represent

naghas
two books the bible and the book ofmormon lying on top of one anotheron the south side of the monument 1lathe following inscription 6 davidwhitmer dieudied january 2625 1888 aired88 years YO0 daysday 12 oooa the west gldeaide

aged
insmaller lettlettersert the record otof thethajews and the record of the nepoNephi he-are teguneone truth itsis eternal Bbeneathare the borus father andmother fljl antiand still lowerower jimin largelanyletters weltmer on the ionorthattlside I1 read julia A philmor diedfeb 25 1889 aged 74 years 18 daysbaymsiin the oldeld richmond graveyard aliialtuabed north of the town abethe new otisone liis

I1

west rests the earthly remains ofpeter whitmer seniorsector in whose housethe was organized april 61830 in seneca co N Y aalsoso hiswife mary the only woman who waswaprivileged to behold the plates fromwhich the book of mormon was trans-lated they were shown to her in herown dooryard in fayette by a holymessenger also jacob er oneof the eight wwitnessesIt nesses of the BObookk ofmormon was buried in the old 0rich-mond
n

graveyard by his side liesoliver bowdery oueone otof the three wit-nesses martin harris the obber one
of the three witnesses is buttedburied inclarkstonClarke torl etab hiram page an-
other ofine eight witnesses is buriedin the western part oi01 raybay countyjohn whitmer biej in far westwent
haldwellUal dwell county mo but hisbis remainswere I1interred at finkstonKinKston the present
county seat of caldwell peter whit-mer jr and christian
both buburiedriou I1inD the western partpan ot01 clay
county mo joseph smith srar andhyrum smith the other two of theeight witnesses were interred in nau


