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Everyday brings inteliigence over
the wires that some buillding has
‘been blown up by explosives placed |
in or near it by the hands of eivilized
‘mavages, nnd life and property are
destroyed by that infernal process,
involvlng the acme of barbarism and
the height of perfidy. It is becom-
ing a favorite method for the
wrenking of private vengeance, |
Thus it will be observed how ncar-|
ly the paths of civilization and sav-!
agery run together in parallel lines
in their more forbidding aspects.

Recourse to explosives is, if possl-
hle, more reprehensible in affairs
of private vengeance thnn in ques-
tions relating to public lssues, al-
though we fuil to sec any specially re-
.deeming fentures in the niatter of
Jdts nse for destructive purposcs
in any case. Doubtless, Lhowever,
.the Nlhilists of Russin hnaginethat
their ultimate object ishumane,even
Al the means by which they scek to
.attain it are inhuman. This forms
no apulogy for resorting to secret
murder hy the most atroclous
.method of any times, involving the
assassination of the innocent as
~well na those presumed to be guilty,
-becanse it is claimed that they stand
in the way of human progress.
There are two essentinl ingredients
to every undertaking.  Without
them the element of wrong enters
into the transaction. Flrst, the'ob-
jeet must be sound. Becond, the
means by whieh its atinioment is
sought must be of the same charne-
_ter, the one condition running par-
allel with the other.

Whether the Apostle Paul had
prophetic reference to such circum-
stinces ns those tbhat every lttle
while startle the better class of
‘mankind because of thelr atrocity,
when he said, “In the last days
perilous times shall come,”* may not
be quite clear. Itis n demonstrated
.fact, however, that tlmes of that
nninviting nature are at the doors.
The premonitory symptoms sre
cropping out In every coraner of the
globe, If the symptoms ave bad,
.some@ conception may be formed as
to the repulsive character of the
malady. |

Is it not true that history teaches
that wheu eivilized peoples reach
the culminating point, withoutdirect
and nceepted guldancefrom » Divine
source, they turu the crest of the
hill of sdvancenient and decllne
toward the point of barbarism? This
i a lesson taught by the records of
the past, together with the nccom-
panying truth that the climbing
process was immeasarably slower
than that of sliding downward.

BOULANGER ON TOP.

Tu¥ TENACITY with which the
French peoplet hold ‘on to and sup-
port General Boulanger is wonder-
ful. Of late he has been vietorious
in all the districts ln which his
strength has been tested by elections.
The French are much glven to hero-
worship and they insist on making
Boulanger the object of their pres-
ent adomtion, The tide of popu-
lar favor turns toward him in spite
of the blemish cast upon his naine
by the imputatlon that he was in
some way connected with the scan-
dalous trnffle in military tities. Hia
defeat in s duel with a civil-

inn has opot detrimentally af-
fected his popularity a parti-
cle, It is onough for the

Fronch people that in a remarkably
silort time Boulanger effectod a
revolutlon in the military depart-
ment of the natlon, bringing it up
to a point of efficiency in discipline
and effectivencss of armament that
had not heretofore been reaciied.
This touched the tender place in the
French heart. The military glory
of the tountry ia the chief ambition
of that erratie people. They have
lost prestige iu that line by the ter-
rible thrashing inflleted by Ger-
many. An impression has obtuined
thnt Boulanger is the man of des-

tiny who, in the next strugygle, will |
lead the French nrmies on to vie-|

tory, nnd nething but another drub-
bing will destroy it, This expecta-
tion nppears to be the secret of Boul-
anger’s popularity.

o

THE HAYTIAN MUDDLE.

—————

CaAN it be thnt Germinny and
France, whose térrliory not only
Joins but 1s for some distance undi-
vlded by nny natural or nrtificial
line that can be seen, liave been
holding off the dogs of war during
all these years to finally strike ot
each other in the Caribbean Bea? It
begins to look like ik And if there
be anything in present appearnnces,
the United States bhas not yet
emerged entirely from those waters,
which lave the western and south-
ern shores of the Haytien Republic.
It is now wel known that President
Legitime, the do fucio President of
that little nation, was nbout to seil
the United Btates merchantman
which bears the name of his country
when he wasg interfered with by this
government;, that he and some of
the diplomatic representatives there

looked upoun the short work made of | anee

ita replevin as an abuse of power on
our part, and he was on the eve of

calling on France for assistance;
thnt recent events have shown a dis-
position on his part to form an opcn
allinnce with that power, and that
it is quite willing. Reaching ont
for unprotected and comparatively
helpless insular territory is the pre-
vailing manin among the Kuropean
nations just now, and none of them
have the fever quite po badly. as
Germany; nand of course her desire
for any sueh territory s greatly em-
phasized when it is known at Bis-
marck’s headquasters :thnt France
has desigas in that direction. Add
to all this the most significant faet
of all in' this connection—that Ger-
man stcamers cruising around in
that neighborhood looking out for
the maln chance have becn fired on
by Legitlme’s gupbonta severn] times
ol late, and we Bee a complication
resulting whose solution suggests
ihe contingency mecntioned lu the
question commeneing this ariicle.
If Hayti were not in the throes of
a clvil war which threatens to be o
long and destructive one, whercbhy
she is becoming wenker and poorer
every day, perhaps neither Ger-
inany nor France would think of
such n thing asactive Interveution
in its affuirs. The fuct that trans-
fusion of resources and population
may have to e resorted to to keepy it
alive nuikes those two nations in
partieular extremely desirous of
renderiug the needed assistance; but
while the lsland, or that portion of
it comprising the republic In ques-
tion, might under certaiu circum-
stances be lappy with either, it
could scarcely eseape n worse condi-
tion than is now upon it with
both of them pouring In their
deeds of kindness nnd disinterested
regard. And then the sltuation is
brought moere nearly”to o sharply-

«defined one by the recent leaning

towurd Germany which Hyppolite,
theleader of the rebels has shown, It
i8 very much the counterpart of the
Bamoan difflculty, with Franee sub-
stituted for the United Btates and
England.

This is a complieation with n ven-
geance, As previously suggested,
this country is not wel out of ity
though so far shiowing no disposition
io fake a band any further than the
protection of our own people and ia-
terests reguire. Germany is not yet
in & position to clash with us there,
but France could iend considernble
gravity to the case in the twinkling
of an eve hy rendering, or offer-

ing to render, active , asslst-
to the Iagitime govero-
ment  before  that Jong-detalned

vessel is taken away from Haytlen



