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ORTHODOXY AND HETERODOXY.

Every reader of ecclesinstical history
is famillar with the bitter and long
drawn out controversies of the dark
and middle ages, as they were called;
clerical casulsts, monks of the several
orders, and protesting zealots vied with
each other in specitlating, formulating,
or vindicating theories 80 thread-like
in divergence, and =0 profound in many
eages, that mentality fairly revelled in
fine-spun theortes and subtle dig-
tinetions such as neither affected
morality, spirttusl life, or the mental
grasp of any save the inltiated of the
schools.

Frantic appeald were made to tradi-
tion, to tHe fathers of The church, and
at times to the Beriptures whieh wera
later made of “private interpretation,”
to the making of “confusion more con-
founded;’’ it i even possible that had
Paul seen the results of his episties, he
would have concluded as he did in re-
gard to meat. which, said he, "if it
make my brother to offend, I will eat
no more meat while the world stands,”
30 he might have sald "If my writing
of epigtles to the churches has eaused
m¥y brother to be offended, I wilt write
no more while the world stands;” cer-
tain it {s that tomes of comment. of
critieism, of explanation, of deductions
and erudition deluged Christendom,
filled }ibraries, evoked mental acumen,
created sects and promoted division,
beyond the writings of any other man
since the dnys of Father Adam,

Time, strength, ability, money, learn-
Ing, have each suffered exhaustion, and
the full force. Intent and meaning of
many thinga of Paulistic origin are as
much of an enigma, as dark and mys-
terious as they were in ages long sinee
gone, Religion has been nearly smoth-
ered by an imaginary conelusion, a
theology has been created as false and
allen to Paul's ideas as possible. and
pPolemical warfare and contradictory
eXegenis have created more contention
and bloodshed than, all other contro-
versies combined.

Today there iz warfare, hut #t ts dis-
gimilar, it 1s Iess heated, less debendent
on technicalities or transiations,
Mmore disposed {0 ignore abstruse
dogma. rnd probably with exceptions,
to be jess confident and less amsertive
than under the old condition; there is
4 digposition to speak of “essentials
and non-essentials.” to exerelse a cor-
tain liheral charity, which, uncertain
of individual or sectarian decislon, half
concludes that some other person or
creed may have some truth or be near.
er right after all

ere is a growing Idea that the relig-
lous gentiment in man ia a funda-
mental and irremovable characteristic-
that §f bedded In the constitution of
humanity there must be in the divine
economy provision for its proper euitt-
vation and Inevitable expanasion; ideas
are meen to be a gigantie factor for
Progresa, and if, as Henry Ward
Beecher said, "It is important that man
should believe, it is egually important
that he should believe aright:” to cor-
rect an unbelieving drift, there has
been for many vears an earnest in.

quiry after authority, an offtelal, living '

commentary on the New Testament
Seriptures, s0 a=z to determine the
transient from the enduring, the intent
of the writer, the co-existent eondi-
tions., and to eliminate from modern
application, thouxhts and counsels, pat-
ent In their time and apge to both writ-
er and reader of those invaluable epia-
ties. Some ideas associnted with early
Christianity were official, perma-
nent. enduring, eternal; they bore the
slgen manual of euthority, they were
verified by sigpns and -wonders, they
were effieient, meeting all conditions. ail
ages,, all time: there was no dubiety
about these when first promulgatedq,

there need be ‘none now if the scanty

light—a brief, historically dictated re-
search—s0 plain are these basic prinecj-
pies that "a wayfaring man though n
fool nged not err therein.”

A vast amount of interested specula-

warfare and contradietory conclusion
have arisen because neither side had
claimed or invoked that revealing
light and apirit which would have been
“the end of controversy;” lailer, per-

on the field ofybattle the articles or
compromise, which were to end dlscus-

side the lamb.”™

The assumption of authority was
partially silenced by law, confiscation
wasg the rebound from the thunders of
the vatican, the dicte of the pope, and
the arrogance (so-called) of the moth-
er church; Protestantism in vain as-
sumed to array itself in the meretri-
cious garments of the olden rule, but
alas, the very principle of protesting
piaced the clergy and the laity on the
same baals, and “Hear the Church”
gradually became belittled and nearly
obsolete, Bects multiplied under the
abused, unauthorized and disinte-
grating theory of “private Judgment,”

church, one truly "their very own.”
The love of notoriety, fame, influence,
power, money, has been each in turn
the master key in irresponsible handa.
fitting into the complicated wards of
demand, weakness and ignorance;
even good desire, love of right; the
hunger of the scul, the Innate longing
for God and truth, seeuring full oft
a willing affillation, with that moral
|and finanecial support which tells its
own story, not only of vearning but of

fragments are considered in thelr true,

tion; of rivalry in schools, of poierdleal:

until hundreds have essayved on
apecious pretext and wunmistakahje,
craze 10 muake for themselves and
those slmilarly affected, a

so-called |

followers of Christ, and expeonents of
Christianity? They think It unjustifi-
able censure to question their orthe-
dexy, to comment on thelr divergence
from and infidelity to the “author and:
finisher’” of the Chriatian systemn—the
Christian faith; they are less con-
cerned about divergence from historic
Christianity as found In the records omn
every pulpit cushion of the land. than
on denial of some insignificant article
or dogma, or discipline of the Church
pspoused. If these churches were half

sonal or organized supremacy dictated | 2% tenacious of their historic Master's

teaching, of the institutions He ap-
pointed, the order He gave, the apirit

slon and make "the llon lay down be. | He promised, the organization He esg-'

tablished, the absolute authority He’
held, they would no more be like the
soldiers at the croas who divided Hia'
raiment among them and ecast lots for
His vesture,

If religious teachers were arralgned
for heresy, for rejection of thls standa=:
ard, for disgbedience to these requlre-
ments, for  lack of the spirit of in-
spiration, for the assumption of au-
thority, for rejection of vital truths,
for dispensing at pleasure or by sec-
tarian command with things eternal,
there would be such a fluttering and
seattering of clerical pretenders as has
never been geen since SBatan and one
third of the hosts of heaven were cast
out for thelr lack of fidelity, and that
gpirit of rebellion which questioned
the wisdom and authority of the Father
of all,

It cannot be said that there is an or-

f thodox Christian churcte [n all the land.

if serupulous harmony with the New
Toeatament is to be the atandard of
comparison. Reformer after reformer
has endeavored to approximate to that
ideal, that product of authoritative
revelation by the Son! but all have sig-
nally failed. It was reserved by Divine
wisdom and eternal intent, in “the dls-
pensation of the fuliness of times" to

gullibility alsc, and the working of un- | restore the origlnal, orthodox system

seen influences, which,
knowledged, are yet real and tangible
':'n all the history of mankind.

It is customary now for this diversity
of presumed religious teaching and
theory to distinguish between “the
orthodox and the heterodox’” of the
Christian world; these terms have been
mueh abused and often misapplied:
churches have denounced théjr neighber
y ehurches; individual! teachers In indj-
vidual churches have denounced, tried
and expelled teacher after teacher for
| heresy, the court of appeal deciding ac-
| cording to accepted standards, such ag
confession8 and articles of faith, the
writings of their founders and from
catechisms, rubrics, discipline, ete.
These standards are mainly man-made,
and have nothing greater than human
endorsement: -as an illustration, the
old Wesleyan organization insists that
the ministers alone are orthodox who
preach the ideas enshrined in “"Waesley's
| commentaries, and his first five vol-
| umes of sermons,” and the trust deed of
chapels precludes in England preach-
ing different from this, under the pen-.
alty of confiseation; new light jn
science, new light on religlon, new light
.on the Seriptures or truths thereln, not
already adopted into said standards,
,are heterodox and in fact debarred.
The Calvinistic church bars itgelf by
the “Institutes of Calvin,” the Presby-
terian in great part by its catechism
and confession of faith, the Episcopal
by ite thirty-nine articles, Including its
prayer book and rubries as '“igsued hy
authority;” and every church and con-
ventlele, every sect Jarge or small,
eracts its atandard of thuth and doc-
trine, which, however, none may aug-
ment, dispute or repudiate, or doing so
they are no motre accounted orthodox,
but as heterodox, heretics and outside
the pale.

From this conclusion there needs no
particular =appeal, but s it not true
that they all clalm to he Christlamns,

geldom ace- by which man can attain to eternal

ife, and while there is no dispecsition

| to impeach the honor. or learning, or

devotion of thousands of clergy and,
laity, there is vastly more reason for
saying now as one of the great
churches said centuries ago. that men
have departed from the truth, the
world has become heterodox by “heap-
ing to themselves teachers having iteb-
ing ears,” who have turned the truth
into fables, “having a form of godli-
ness, but denying the power thereof.”
From auch the disciples of old were ex-.
horted to “turn away."
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Havans, Cuba, Feb, 19.—Long before
this letter can reach Salt Lake City, In
the regular way, the cable will have
brought you an account of the '"oflicial
funeral of our boys of the Maine-—the
most eplendid public deéemonatration -
which Havana has witnessed in .a
quarter of a century.

You may imagine the thirty cofMns
in a row in the grand salon of the cap-
tain general’s palace, the Iines of 8pan~
ish soldters standing silently on guard,
the thousanda of magnificent floral
tributes and the tens of thousands of
sad- faced people of all nationalitier,
many of them in tears, who came to
view the black boxes; the 24 hearses,
the hundreds of horses with nodding
plumes, the long procersion of earriages .
and pedestrians, and the band playing
solemn dirges. Every official of the
Spanigh government participated—even
the bishop, who han taken part in but
one previous funeral. Perhaps the most
pathetic part of the procession wns the
2,000 reconcentrados who brought wup
the rear. Ragged, hatless, barefooted~
and dirty, hardly able to walk from
nickness and starvation, they followed-
humbly in the rear,

Knowing that the dead were citizens:



