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and to of people who had
been inid rebellion it might have a snowshow
of justification but to require such an
oath as this from citizens who have
violated no law is without a parallel
eyeneven among despotic governments

it is extraordinary to what extremes
men will goeo in their eagerness to strike
a blow at the church of christ we
felt this when the edmunds law of 1882
was enacted but this feeling became
one of amazement when the second
edmunds bill was rushed through the
senate at the first session of the
congress and afterwards in a re-
modeled form through the house of
representatives in the second session
of the same congress that a power
ful government like ours representing
a population of fifty tivefive millions of
people should magnify the words and
setsacts of a community numerically as
weak as our church isas and exert itself
in so tempestuous a manner to destroy
its influence and growth is sufficiently
remarkable to excite surprise bat
when to effect this the very principles
uupon wwhich the whole superstructureoronof government rests are dis-
carded and the constitution it-
self and itsats guaraguaranteesnoes are trampled
upon thenthan the feeling becomes one of
wonder at the madness which seems to
take possession of men when what tois
called the mormon question comes
up torfor discussion and action in the
hotehaste and zeal of this madness to des-
troy our religion settledfettled principles of
jurisprudence are disregarded evil
precedents are established and men
talk and act as itif it were absolutely es-
sential to the happiness of the people
of the republic to override veryevery true
pprinciplerim aiple of government to strike down
thehe majority of the people of utah it
isa easy to predict what the result of
ththisis contemptuous disregard of the
rights of citizens and theahe critien
pledgesledges of the constitution will result
in the precedents now being made
will in the not distant future be in-
conceivably fruitful otof evil to the paopeo-
ple ofef this republic no people or
government can defy the soundbound prin-
ciples of jaw which are essential to the
correct administration of justice and
to the maintenance of the rights of its
elticitizenszem without calling into exist
ence forces which are calculated to lead
to its destruction I1

there has been no cessation in the
annoyances persecutions and unjusti-
fiable conduct from which our people
have suffered at the hands of those
clothed with a little brief authority as
officials in our midst URIArunlawfulful co-
habitation an offense which under
the law is a misdemeanor is magni-
fied into a crime of great turpitudetide
and more zeal is manlie sted in seeking
to ferretferrat out and punish those who are
accused of it than there is in dealing
with all the other crimes on the calen-
dar allAH other offensesoffe however
gross and horrid appear to sink into
insignificance in the eyes of our fed-
eral officials inilk comparison with the
act of a mans eatingcaring lorfor fur ig
OTor even visiting hisbis wives Qof bby
him as beh believes in abcaccaccordance0 ddkance
withpith a command of god and hisbis chil-
dren bornbora toth him in fush wedlock in
formerormer epistles we have described the
conduct of some of these officials in
fitting language upon slightalight pretexts
and where presumption merely exists
men are ami arrested and treated with
an indefensible severity which is noth-
ing less than persecution and which
lifts those who endure it on to the
plane of martyrs the treatment of
the latter day saintsalanto in these territ-
ories under the edmunds law
will yet be read with surprise
and wonder when the facts all
become known that american citizens
should receive suehsuch usage in a gogov-
ernment

V

like oursojars professes to be
would appear incredible if it were not
substantiated by convincing proofs
aged men whose lives have derenbeen up-
right and honorablehonorable and against whom
not a word of reproach can be uttered
have been ruthlessly and barbarously
consigned to prison cells because they
were too manly to disavow their fami-
lies and to break the solemn covenants
which they made in the presence of
heaven with their wives

but this has not been the extent of
the inhumanity ofef those whwho0 have
taken upon themselves the role ofofper-
secutorssecatord blood has been shed and
that in a most dastardly and cruel
manner edward XmoaltonMDbaltonalton a respect-
able young man of good family and
connedconnectionseionstions while unsuspectingly
riding in ther streetStreetS of parowancarowanParowan was
hailed by a deputy marshal william
thompthompsonaon jr concealed behind a
fence indand simultaneously shot in the
baekback he fell from his horse and died
shortly after his slayer was indicted
lorfor manslaughter by a grand jury
which he himself hadbad on
open venire andaad was fried in the
second district court at beaver
the prosecuting attorney mak-
ing what was virtavirtuallyally a plea
in his behalf and he was acquitted
no other result could have been ex-
pected under the circumstances with
such a jury such a court and such a
prosecutingrosec 0officerr forars it is only the
truthth to say the deed wwas viewed with
satisfactionbial tion and apapprovalroval by many and
ddefendedende as an actt tthat was entirely
justifiable it might be thought that
after such an occurrence such a maninan
would be quietly set aside and kept
from public notice but alas I1 for our
country and the evil days upon which
wene have fallen this man is now re-
tained in the employ of the government
and acts as a deputy marshal I1

edwirdedward M dalton died it may be
saidid a martyr to the principles orof re-
ligious1 as freedom his isiBinocent blood
was shed without provocation his
nameme will yet stand out in historybictory as
that otof a victim to religious hate andaad

litshis memory will be cherished by his
family and friends and our entire com-
munity with loving veneration

elder lorenzo snow one of the
twelve Apostapostleslest was sentenced by
the first district court to elilieighteentuen
months imprisonment in the peniten-
tiary and fine and the histrial it was felt that this was anagn un-
just sentence that the grand jury un-
der tha direction of the district att-orney violated the law in segregatinggating
the offense with which tiehe was charged
and bringing in three indictments
against him after some trouble an
appeal was secured to the united
states supreme court which reversed
the dedecisionelsion of the lower court and
declared segregation to be unlawful
after eleven months confinement in
the penitentiary which he endured
with great patience and equanimity he
was released atom confinement the
joy felt at this action of the supreme
court was universal throughout the
territory not only because of its
effects onan other cases but because
of the deep interest which was taken
in the case of our venerated brother
though upwards of 72 years of age
and of a delicate frame the lord sus-
tained him during his imprisonment lain
a remarkable manner and he is now at
large and able to travel and visit the
saints litin their meetings and confer-
ences

Resrespectingpectin amusements we have
given the refreligiousbous world a lesson upon
this point we haveaade shown that social
enjoyment and aan are not
incompatible with corcorrectc conduct and
true religion instead of forbidding
the theatre and placing it under baniban it
has been the aim of the latter day
saints to control it and keep it free
from impure influences and to pre-
serve it as a place where all could meet
for the purpose of healthful enjoy-
ment our leading men have there-
fore gone to these places with liae
view by their presence of resrestraining
all practices and influences that would
be injurious to the young and rising
generation too great care cannot be
exercised that liberty shall itdt degen-
erate into license and not to convert
that which should furnish enjoyment
and simple pleasure into a means of
producing unhealthfulfui excitement or
corrupting morals

our social parties should be con-
ducted in a manner to give grati-
ficationfi to all who attend them
however delicate and refined
they may be in their feelings
rude and boisterous conduct and
everything of an improper character
should be forbidden at such assem-
blages it is not always convenient for
the bishop and his counselors to be
presentresent themselves OROH such occasionsftit would be well therefore to select

I1 in every ward a committee of judi-
cious wise good tempered and firm
men to take charge of the social par-
ties and to see that order is main-
tained and that no improper persons
are alloallowedweddoto obtrude themselves into
the party to disturb the peace and en-
joyment of those who go there to meet
with their friends and neighbors
we think round dances should notnet be
encouraged and while there may be
no harm in grantinggran tift the permission
which wiswas given by a circular of the
twelve apostles some time awago in
which it was stated that one or two
round dances might be held during the
evening care should be taken that this
is not abused or carried to excess this
style of dance ligahas been taken advan-
tage of by matymany impure persons
and respectable people have been
annoyed and grieved thereat and have
felt that it should be entirely prohib-
ited committeemencommittee men and offofficersleers incharge of parties should see that
dances of every kind are ccon-
ducted

on
in ita modest and becoming

manner andabid that no behavior bebd per
bitted that would lead to evil or that
would offend the most delicate

As the summer mouthsmonths are ap-
proachingproaching when open air recreations
will become common we deem it
essarys ry to warn the saints and espee
I1ballyvly our young people against the ex
besses and improprieties that often
attend such public entertainments in
the inordinate desire to make monmoneyey
attractions are devised to draw crowds
of deoppeople together where the usual re-
straintsstra ints matt regulate good society are
greatly relaxed to the detriment of
pure morality and the breaking down
of those safeguards which should pro-
tect sobriety and virtue pleasure and
relaxation which in themselves may be
not only harmless but really beneficial
to mind and body are often rendered
evil in the extreme because of
their surroundings and associations
tilethe thoughtless and inexperienced are
frequently oblivious to the harm thus
attending something in which there is
no essential wrong and are led to look
with allowance it not actual approval
upon things that would shock thew
under other circumstances the in-
discriminate comminglingcom mingling of the saints
with persons not of their faith whosee
habits history and purposes are bad or
unknown to them is fraught with evil
and to be strongly deprecated to ex-
pose our youth to the contaminating
influence of vile men and women such
as often congregate in places of public
amusement where they are thrown to-
gether in social intercourse tois more
than tollyfolly it is wickednessduess it is
proper that strangers should be treated
with courtesy and respect but inti-
macy with them is not desirable and
our young people should be cautioned
and guarded against casual acquaint-
anceshipance ship and the society of persons
whose intentions and influence may be
of the very worst character

excursion parties should be con-
ducted by persons of standingstaB dlag and

wisdom and under regulations that I1

will preclude the evils that frequently
attend such gatherings when ar-
ranged for purposes of speculationthepromoterspromotera are too heedless otof

in their anxiety forprofitb and will mix together the
worst ol01 characters and the good and
unsophisticated with results that can
but be lamentable sunday excursions
to lake or cation moonlight trips andlate fathing trains should be emphati-
cally discouraged the society of
persons who place themselves under
the baleful influence of intoxicants
should be avoided order should be
maintained in the midst of merriment
indecorous language and conduct
should be frowned down all excess
is detrimental temperance showshoulddgovern in everything amusement is
not thetha purpose of life it should be
indulgedindulgedInin only by way of variety
when people accustom themselvesvestoto
constantcon staAt or oft repeated rounds
of pleasure the true objects
of human existence are forgot-
ten and duty becomes irksome and
detestable children should not be
permitpermittede to attend public gatherings
withofwithout older persons accompanying
to guarguard them from accident and frol
the contamination of tue ungodlyungodly theresresponsibility for the evilsviolationsviolations of these instructions will
rest upon paparentsmareitreit guardians and thelocal priesthood in the various wantswart is
and settlementssele ments persons who babir
bally dedesecrateseerat ethethe lords day cannot
be held in fellowship and members of
the church who neglect public worship
and the partaking of the sacrament
and do not remember the sabbath aty
to kpkep itif hotholy will leeome weak in
the faithasith andan g spiritually sickly ardaid
will lose the spirit anoand javorfavor of god
and ultimately forfeit their standing in
the church and their exaltation wm
the obedient and faithfulamong the pressing requirements of
the summer months is special atten-
tion to sanitary measures the saints
ought always to be cleanly in their
krahabitsbits persons and surroundings
but during the heatbeat of the summer this
becomes particularly needful mucmuchh
disease can be avoided by frequent ab-
lutionslut ions simple diet and the destruc-
tion or removal of all refuse cleanli-
ness is part of godliness filth is ok
noxious to the spirit of the gospel it
is the breeding place for epidemicsepidemic
our bodies our houses our gardensgardeiais
and outhousesouthouses should all be kept artarfe e
from uncleanly accumulations indi-
vidual effort in this direction is a
necessity and this should be supple s

dented by organized regulations in tk teie
various wards so that the atmosphel e
may not become charged with tttb tee
germs of disease and death arisingg
from decaying vegetable and othirmatter festeringte in the sun and frofra aa
unwholesome vapors arising from dxdt rt
and neglected refuse let pure aairirand bright sunshine have free ciraula
fionintion in every apartment remove every
thing in the house or around it abstthi t
sends forth sickening odors avoid abett e
useuie of much animal food and itf
stimulants preserve a cheerful spir it
and a serene mind and under tl e
blessings of our heavenly fath sr
health and peace will abound and jo y
will dwell in the habitationshabitations of tith e
saintswe are constantly calling for milmh i

slon ariesnarles to go to the various fields iff
labor in this country inan europe an d
in other parts of the world th e
greatest care should be taken to sele t
suitable persons for this duty J ett
often costs a considerable aeto sienseni 11 I

men to the field of labor for wchichie h
they are selected hence it is importantimportim portarat it
that proper persons should be chosei i
that their time and the means decet i
sary for their transportation be ncn At
wasted we have a large number tf
young men who ought to be very suit
able for our sundasundayy
schools and theological classes an d
our young mens mutual improve mei it
associations should give our youa g
men who avav themselves of thes e
facilities an excellent preparation it1 orr
missionary labor every young ma BR
who has faith should be taughtt to co- n
bideraider a mission to the world aas a n
honorable event in his life for h
he will diligently prepare himhimselfsefaab d
which he will look forward to wit h
pleasure there is an immense aelae d
lyingeying before us which must be- o
aupied by our elderseiders in 1 0
fulfilfulfill the obligations god has lallad d
upon us presidents of stake 1

i

bishops of wards and presidents f
quorums should exercise a wise dit i

in selecting for missions woiwn
thy personsper sons who will do the cause th y
represent no discredit and who wlwj u
be useful ioin the labor assigned themteem

we suggest to the bishops ar id
others whose duty it tois to appelapoi ntat
sunday school superintendents AL tmtie
great necessity of care lain the selects n
of these officers as on them d
moreore than on any other nars ti ie
conduct proprogressgreBs and well being of
the schools an efficient 111

1

ent implies a good school ahr ae
characteristics wherever obtainabl e
are most desirable in the ly
school superintendent a love of hb is
work an aptness for control and a
devotion to the cause of god in tlti teie
last named we include as a matter i f
course a life consistent with his pr
fea that there may be no jrjar inA ttl teie
minds of hisbis scholars between tl teie
force of hisbis teachings and the influent e
of his conduct it is also desimo leie
that thothe superintendent be turnisfur nishihf Ad
with the most experienced and devou d

1helpe lp that the ward affords as that 0 f
italcerer is placed at a great ree
it he have an inefficient corps of lead i
ers and the progress of ouroar childr inn
is materially retarded and muchbrauca vsva 1

able timetame and effort seest it li is i

labors are not sustainedsustained bby his asso-
ciates

our brethren and sisters should al-
ways remember that the work of
teach feginin our sunday schools im-poses upon them a moralamoral obligation to
make their daily walk and conversa-
tion accord with their teachings aiof
all lessonslessens the living lessonleason is the
best children are surprisingly shrewd
in detecting inconsistencies between
the instructions undand habits of their in-
structorstors besides the teacher who
seeks to live up to nis own advice not
only benefits his scholars but histeachings exert a salutary influencetenceupon himself and he profits by hisbis own
lessons

the which has passed has
beenbeed remarkable for its mildness in the
central and southern parts of the terr-
itory in thelthe extreme north storms
have been more frequent and the sea-
son been more severe but taken as
a whole the winter has been an ex-
tremely favorable one the open
weather of the past two months has
enabled farmers to get in their crops
with a facility and to an extent rarely
equaled good health has generally
prevailed throughout our settlements
and food for man and beast has been
generally abundant

in former epistles we have dwelt
uuponpon the necessity of improving our
systemtem of agriculture the saints have
been counseled to select the bestbeat kinds
of grains fruits and vegetables our
soil is admirably adapted for the pro-
duction

r0
oftof thehebestbest varieties of these

articles and there is noBO rreasoneason why we
should not have them of as good qual-
ity as can be raised anywhere in our
zone the same remarks apply to

horses and sheep and
all kinds of poultry it is only re-
peating a truism to say that it is as
easy to raise a good colt a good calf
or a good sheep as to raise apo orionetree planting should be systematical-
lyy hollowedtollowed throughout these treeless
regions whichI1 aich we occupy the best
varieties of trees should be sought for
in the early daysdats we hadbad to use quick
growing varieties that were easily pro-
cured but with our present raierrailroad
facilities we can select trees which are
best adapted for future use in building
for manufacturing purposes arldand lorfor
ornament in some of the prairie
states adaya day has been set apart in the
spring of each year for the plantplantingI1 n of
trees which is called arbor day thehe
results which jimhavee followed the devo-
tion of one day to this purpose arare
said to be very marked lain regions
where it is observed but we should
not confine our tree planting to one
day every man who owns a piece of
ground should increase its value by
planting fruit and shade trees audand
make his selection of the latter fronkfrom
those kinds that will prove valuable as
timber the general planningplaplan iningtinz of hard-
wood trees would be attended with
greater profit and much more satisfac-
tory results than the widespreadwide spread cut-
ti

cul-
tivationti olof varieties of the cottonecottonwood
and popipoplara r these latter grow readily
and afford shade but are of very littleiiatle
further use except for firewood i

it is beyond doubt thattbt tajthe
exhortationsexportations and general marketing
of the surplus products of our
territory form quite an addi-
tion to the financial resources
of the people more care however
shouldshoula be exercised in putting up andana
taking care of articles intended for
shipment to points within the territ-
ory or outside its borders

the manufacture and care of butter
should receive attention this article
is among the most sensitive to its sur-
roundingsroun dings so that cleanliness litin every
atastage if of vital importance in thisMIS
directionion great improvement has been
made in the eastern states and it
would be well torfor neighborhoods to
combine and purchase suitable implantplant
and machinery and acquire skill inn the
improved method of manufacturing9
butter
0 many of our cheese factories now
turn out an article that is very desira-
ble and which commands ready sale
and toethe full price in the market there
is oom for the increased manufactureorthisorthis product

the income of the territory from the
sale of eggs is not an inconsiderable
item it any economical method could
be devise for preserving them when
abundant it would be a eareat advantage
and the price would lore nearly
equal at different senoaseason of the year

the dried fruit lifisbusinessiness has been
quite remunerative in the past but our
people need to be more careful in dry-
ingng cleanliness is essential and the
adoption of the aldenaldea or other pro-
cess would help us to maintain the
old credit which our territory had for
the excellence of its dried fruitthe shipment of hides from oarour terr-
itory ought to cease and tanneriescanneriestanneries
should bs fostered in every locality
where they can be maintained

the same may be said about wool
wise economy would prompt the es-
tablishment of a sufficient number of
woolen mills to purchase and manufac-
ture all our home grown wool so that
instead of exporting the raw material
wwee should manufacture it ourselves
and pay our own people the wages

that we otherwise have to pay
to workmen in othorother places

the territory exports considerable
grain lucern seed and potatoes these
products have sometimes been poorly
cleaned and not been properly assorted
and this negligence injures our crediscredic
and spoils our market makingthe pro-
fessionsfes which we do asaa latter day
batsaintsn ts anandd hahavingving the prompromisesis es of the
lord concerning the aid which he will
give unto us our business affairs
should be conducted in a way that will

show that our professionsprofes are not
vain

ane church is now passing through
a period otof transition or evolution
as some might be pleased to term it
such periods appear to be necessary in
the progress and perfecting of adlereall cre-
ated things as much so in the history
of peoplesaples and communities as of in-
dividualsdivi duals these periods of transition
have most generally their pains per-
plexities and sufferings the present
is no exception to the rule but out of
apparent evil providence will bring
abundant good and the lesson which
the biens of the times should teach us
is one of patience endurance and
calm reliance on the lord therthe result
will be that we shall be stronger wiser
purer happier for thehe experience
gained and the work of the lord de-
livered by his omnipotence from all
the snares set for its retardation or
plans laid for its destruction will yet
triumph gloriously over all its fossandfoesand
the infinite atonement of the redeemer
will accomplish its perfect work the
final victory of the saints is certain
after the trial comes the reward

we cannot close our epistle without
expressing as we have often done be-
fore our faith and hopes concerning
the great work in which we are en-
gaged the bord hath founded zion
and the poor off his peopeopleI1 shall trust
in it our hearts are INfahedd with grat-
itude

at
and thanksgiving to our greatcreapo that we have the privilege of

living in this age olof the world and
tatakingkin partt inin this great work we
feel thatathat ailI1 who have entered into cov-
enant withwitt god and who suffer perse-
cution for his cause have reason for
rejoicing evenevea as jeans told his dis-
ciples when he was upon the earth

rejoice and be exceeding glad for
great is your reward inIB heaven for so
persecuted they the prophets which
were before you if we are perse-
cuted for our religion it is noHO more
than we have been taught to expect
allwooall who have been baptized into this
church and who were properly taughtI1at the time were led to expect that
they would have to suffer as our lord
and master and his disciples did our
savior has given us ample testimony
upon this point we need not there-
fore be surprised nor disappointed
when persecution comes we have
however many great and glorious
promises made to us god has estab-
lishedIL zion nevermore to be thrown
down joor to be given into the hands
of another people the most encour-
agingaa ing words that could be uttered by
our almighty father to hishia children
have been given to us we have proved
them to be true up to the present and
we know every word will be fulfilled
that has been spoken concerning the
future they who fight against zion
snail be destdestroyedroved and the pit which
has been digged for our destruction
shall be filled by those who aged it
unto their utter destruction

the enemies of righteousness may
gather themselves together and plot
eevilvi and effect secret combinations
andad say concerning zion I1 let her be
definedted andlandletet our eye look upon zion
but they know not the thoughts of the
lord neither understand they his
counsel 11 the lord has stretched
forth his hand and he has booken his
word he will not withdraw it ethereither
until his purposes concerning the earth
and its inhabitants shay be completely
fulfilled we need not fear norBOI trem-
ble the afflictions which our father
permits to come upon us will be madelight unto us and they will be made to
aappearP ear aaa2 very trifling in comparison
withwitph thethe calamitiesal amities that he has aidtaidt
shall come upon the ungodly inhabit-
ants of the earth great judgments
are pronounced upon babylon and
they will be fulfilled to the very letter
but if we do as the prophet says
seek ye the lord all ye meek of the

earth which have wrought his judg-
mentin e nt seek righteousness seek meek-
ness it may blbe ye shall be hid in the
day of themylordsI1or Is anger we shall be
saved from impending evils

the lord nsAs given unto us an in-
heritance this land which he
declares is a choice land he has told
us that whatsoever nation shall pos-
sess it shillshall be free from bondage and
from captivity and from all other na-
tions under heaven if they wiltwill but
serve the god of the land who is
jesus christ these words have been
fulfilled in the fate which has befallen
nations in the past theyhey will be ful-
filled in the future if we keep the
commandments of god if we serve
him with diligence and lull purpose of
heart the lord will not suffer us to be
brought into bondage to our enemies
but will give us freedom and maintain
it upon ahe land to which he has led
us wewd may rest confidently upon his
promises to zion and be assured that
the time will come when it shall be a
land of peace a city of refuge a place
of safety for the saints of tuethe most
high god and the glory of the lord
shall be there and the terror of the
lord shall be there insomuch that the
wicked will not come unto it and it
shall be called zion and it shall come
to pass among the wicked that every
man that will not take his sword
aagainst his neneighborigabor must needs flee
unto zion for safety and there shall
be gathered unto it out of every nation
under heaven and it shall be the only
people that shall not be at war one wita
another and it shall be said among
the wicked let us not go up to battle
against zion for the inhabitants of
zion are terrible wherefore we cannot
stand and it shall come to pass that
the righteous shall be gathered out
from among all nations and shall come
to zion singing songs of everlasting
joy these promises are made to us

concluded on page


