DESERET EVENING

HE fight of tha forces of law
and order againgt the pool room
evil throughout the United
States shows signs of increas-
ed aotivity. There are many persons
that no vice is g0 productive
to society as that of betting

who hold
pf Injury

on horse races, The percentage of those
who visit the tracks and muake bets
throt ters is small in com-
pierise ¢ who patronize the
poal ravtl wre in touch with the
race t lephone or telegraph.

Min who follow the races as a business
are numerous enough, but the voust ma-
jority ot bettors work harvd at some
trade or other occupation and earn
to pluy on the ponies. It is not
le for these unfortunates to be
jur attendants at the tracks, but
they find it easy enough to lay bets at
the pool rooms in town, Most of these
gamblers have families dependent upon
i,,qh, and therein lies the tragedy of
pool room betting

To take n conerete instance, there are
I the city of New York about 500 pool
rooms,  The pool room operalors them -
gelves say that there are 240, but the
district attorney’s offlee places the total
at 010, All of these places, of course,
rutt in direct violation of the law., They
are cages of eriminality. It is estimat-
ed by o student of the evil that these
pool rooms take from the poc kets of the
deluded gamblers $28,000,000 a year. The
great subway streel car system now in
pperation in New York cost for the
building of the tunngls about §40,000,000.
With the money poured into the pock-
ets of the criminals who operate these
places another subway system could be
built in less than two years. The New
York police force of approximately 10,-
o0 men costs the eity only about half
the sum. It is a pretty stiff tax to pay
for the privilege of taking possible
chances to win, with the certain result
of starving wives and children, ruined
homes and suleides in many instances.
Pool Rooms Protected.

It ig quite pertinent to use the police
force a8 a basis of comparison in cost,
because the police of New York protect
the pool room evil, Without the organ-
ized system of police protection the pool
rooms could not stay open an hour. It
is estimated by District Attorney Je-
rome that the peol room people pay the
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police $750.000 every year for the prive
ilege of being permitted to keep theit
places open.  The police receive from
each pool room from $50 Lo $100 a week,
The amount to be paid by each is fixed,
There s no variation from the price
The suin depends upon the gize of the
pool room's patronage, When the oper-
ator pays Lthe price, he is insured
against police raids or other interfor-
ence. There’'s nothing like system. 1t
pays-—both the police and the pool
room,

New York has a population of about
4.000,000. The money cheerfully turned
aver to the pool room operators would
split Into §7 a year for every man, wo-
man and child in the great city, but
there are a great many children in New
York and a vast number of older pers
sons who do not gamble. The average
sum “blown’ by the hettors no doubt is
a very considerable part of the average
income. The man who ventures and
loges his money is not the chief sufferer.
In very many instances his wife and
children play that role. They take the
tragedy part in the play.

Those Who Are Victims,

Who plays the pool room game?
Young men of seventeen, old men of
geventy and men of all intermediate
ages, but the majority are young men
They are clerks, mechanics, laborors
and small shopkeepers, It is declared
by the chief clerk of the New York dis-
trict attorney’s oflice that more young
men of respectable antecedents are sent
to the reformatories and the penitenti-
aries because of losses to the ponl rooms
than from any other cause. When they
have lost their small éarnings, they
pilfer from their employers and lose the
pilferings. No doubt they fully expect
to win and pay back what they steal,
but such expectations are seldom ful-
filled. Even when a man does win with
pilfered money the temptation to play
it again for bigger stakes is strong.

Tt cannot pe said that the mere love
of gambling is responsible for all this
pool room betting. Some men gamble
because they have a mania forit. Others
do it because they foolishly hope to make
big winnings and put their families on
“Rasy street.” They read about the
enormous winnings of some of the race
track plungers who follow the tracks
constantly and imagine that they can
duplicate these killings, In the great
majorily of cases the bettor's family,
instead of moving to Basy street, even-
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tually turns up in shabby guarters on |
the Avenue Despair

Here (g o sample letier received by
District Attorney Jerome from a de-
spaiving woman

“My | band works steadily and gets
good wages, hut nearly all the money
goes {o the pluce over a saloon at Hes
ter and Iissex streets, | tried seve-
eral times to get m shand LV

from thers, only to be (I e 1
went to the police They laughed nt
me. Our rent {s not patd, and we do
not have chough to ear’

The place mentioned is a poo!l room.
Here is an extract from another letter,
the woman having mentioned a certain

pool room:
“My husband, who ig the father of
eight childyven, loses all his wages there

He is kind to us in every other way,
but the pool room has =uch a hold oh
him that he lets ug 20 hungry so that
he can use his money to play the
races.” ;
Still another woman writes thiut he
husband ig in business, but he loses
nearly all his money and neglects his
busginess by going to the pool rooim. “He

will have to give up his store,” she savs,
“if he doesn't give up the pool room.™
Backed by Politicians,

Back of the police in protecting the
pool rooms stand the politicians, It is
said on good authority thut a few years
ago a New Y police official appoint -
ed a bartender 1o collect the “revenue’
from pool rooms and other gambling |
places. In four years these two men
actually divided $4,000,000 hetween them- |
selves, most of it being pool room |
gran How much went to the ]‘(-l.-l

ticiang back of them ig not known
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¢ essry anly to gond the oswners ward to

close up and kK y cloged indennitely

The fit innaot snch
Ln = Th has becn proved tn
and time ngad Many an honest
hug tried th nll his heart
cony ad that the opposition
SUrong

T1 police commissioner canno
force the order ] belleve that
peapte hia confidence in General Bing-
haa honesty  and sincerity He
very much at the merey of his subordi- \ Iaw
nates, who deceive him constantly, but

nol so thoroughly as they could wish
wd by his refusal to maks

This is prov

tspector certaumnm captuing  who
headed the clvil service eligible list. |
Don’t juinp at the conclusion that
police commissioner who may be foole
evidences weakness or lack of capiacity
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The Greatest Modern English Editor and Reformer;

P the average well read man wers
asked to name a dozen persons
who have figured most persistent-
lv In the public eyve for the last

decade it is not likely that the name of
Willlam 7. Stead would be omitted from
the list. It is far more probable that it
would occupy a place apart, as belong-
ing to o personality so remarkable and
witha! s#o elusgsive that it cannot be
comprehended eastly.

Speaking generally, however, it is the
personality of a man who is a free
lance in the best meaning of the ex-
pressjon, a4 man  who is  galloping
through life striving to combat and to
redress wrongs wherever and whenever
he may come face to face with them,
having no definite notion of what will
come next, but ready to attend to it
when it does make its appearance,
Probably this description would not
satisfy My, Stead, but it is about the
popular ldea of him, ;

Mr. Stead came to America recently

attend the Carnegle peace demot-

stration, and the galvanie character of
e {deas and his forcible way of ex-
ploiting them have arousged the usunl
rm of discussion It is churacter-
of him that he agreed with scarce-
mything that was said or done wt

The peace meetings It is also charad
He of him that in the numerous
lde addresses made by him there
foLur more critieiam than approval,

Lo murvelous freedom of expression

irlied all hig public utterances,
career of Willinm T. Stead is one

; Story ol the .;:;;n-.ﬂr«i\v,unn.tuouu:;

I of a wman of avtion. Whenever

s unything to do that requires a

Ut's strength he packs his Gladstone,
el ont immediately, travels day and

eht and when he renches the spot

up his sleeves and goes to work.
His wholy lite has been what may be
tormed o wholesale propaganda of ale
stirving, always stimulating 1deas,

He ds uoman of stubborn ideas, of long
. 01y wod, it must be confessed, Lbit-
et regsentment., It is true that he s

Htolerant of the oplnions of others and
hut he finds no especial merit g the-
oM that do not coinclde with his own,
Ha wlgo hag a tendency at times to he
wetaoular, and he I8 not at all ayverse
publicity. It cuunot be denled that

I anaster of o subtle power of hold-

W the musses, and, although he some-
! crosses the verge of sense and

He Claims to Be Responsible For the Russian Douma

comes near to being ridiculous, he s
never uninteresting, That is the secret
of his popularity.

Stead must be a leader or nothing
All others must follow him into lght of
be content to grovel in everlasting davk-
ness, He insists on doing it all, BEven
a universal peace that might come in 2
way not of his advising would have
small interest for him, In the recent
peace congress he found little to com-
mend in the work of others. Some of
the measures proposed were pronounced
by him to be “worse than war.” “Peuace
at any price” Is not his heart's desire,
Sometimes he comes near Lo conveying
the impression that anything other thaa
peace a la Stead would hardly be worth
while.

William Thomas Stead was bomm at
Embleton in 1840, the son of a dissent-
ing minister, and was sent to Silcoates
gchool, Wakefield, where he failed to
distinguish himself for anything beyond
a marked propensity for getting into
trouble, At the age of fourteen he was
taken from school and apprenticed to
a Newcastle merchant. This was not
to his taste, and he learned the printer’s
trade, becoming the editor of a small
country paper, the Northern Echo, In
1871, Nine years later he was an as-
sistant on the Pall Mall Gazette and in
1883 gsecured control of that paper

Under his vigorous administration the
Guazelte hegan to develop into some-
thing really worth while, but it did not
grow rvapidly enough to satisfy its new
editor, He was too keenly alive to the
possibilities of the situation to be caon-
tent with the rewards of ordinary jour-
nalism. After two years of conventlon-
ul journalistic worlk, varied, it |8 true,
by oceasional outbursts into what sas
regarded by his follow editors s very
yellow Journalism indeed, he startled
il England and all civilization ag well
by the publication of thal series of
revelations concerning the moral stinte
of London that made him the man of
the hour, He threw down the gauntlet
to home, school, church and press, aoe-
cusing each and all of that silence
which Is equivalent to being accessory
1o crime,

He inslsted on being taken seriously
and procured a commitlee Lo invest|-
gute, At the head of that board of in
vestigation were two of the most power
ful ecclesiastion in Cirent Britaln--Cay-
dinal Manning and the archbishop of
Canterbury,  Stead reserved nothing,

He was frank to the limit of moral « !

duranece. His paper bared the whole |
slekening story to ithe amazed waorl
with no omisslon of o ghastly detadl |
As a publicity Ineller the expos |
Wiis & nghly succes AS i conuner-

Mohummedans use the lunar year,
B e ten days, twenty-one hours,

Pourtcen and two-fifth seconds shortor

wh ooy .
Uholera has not been epldemio in
Shgland since the yeur 1866, when it
bpeared In both Lopdon and Lilvey-
IR
Tho Yeat bied” s w o wember of the

WLl treibe, comimon in Florida, whose

BRIEF MENTION.

note procisely resembles the mewing
of A half grown cat,

Sweden and Bpain have fewer rosi-
dent allens than any ather Buropeun
countries,

Alblon, as a name fHr Breitain, s
probably devived from falb' or “alp,”
slgnifying a country of clitfs or holghts,

The golden crested wrelr, the simallest
British bird, 18 s0 tiny fthat it would

take seveniystwo of those foatheio

wtoms o welgh o pound i bipd | »

three and one«halt Ichos Jong |
Gevinan silver contadns no sflver, but
I an alloy of copper, nlckel and 2in
It 18 havder than sllver. The best pro
portions of the alloy wye LB coppel, 20
nickel, 20 zine,
Carp cun readily ho taught 1g conu
for their food at the sound of & bell

but, on the whole, fish do not hear | Bomin
nearly #o well a5 land animals, nor do | in the middie ol

THOMAS STEAD.

the sixtesnth cautury

continned, and Stead darad the goverin-
et 1 proseouts him

Al lust 11 natien W
the authorit The in |
mittes appointed by S d found b
fo be Justitied in soine small measure
and brought o Englaod a little oyvel
n hundr Vit R

The highost waterfall in the workd |
In. the Youeinit valley Maviposi
county, Califoraia The Yosemite vlver

drops over preciples 2.600 fect Wigh In
three soparvate plunges, of which the

fivet in n sheer drop of 1,500 fact
Braln  podsepse the richest silvet

mines In Kuron Y'or nmany yvears she
has produved annnally about 120,000
pounds of gliver, But the oldest sliver
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TOAD POISON,

PRESERVED SEA COW NEXT,

canned and is ¢

PRESENTED ARMS TO THE
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