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AT HOME

AND ABROAD.

Washington, March 30.—Senator Cul-
lom, a member of the forelgn relations
comimttee, makes the following state-
ment in regard to the Cuban situation:

*T do not see how we can avoid a war
with Spain. The feeling on the floor of
the Senate iz Intense. It looks to me
if the President does not soon define
some policy acceptable to Congress, it
will proceed without him. This is a
deplorable condition and no one laments
ft more than L

*’There 18 a most universal demand
for action en the part of the forelgn
relations committee. It will not unduly
delay doing its duty.

"It has been said that we ave not
vet fully prepared for war. My an-
swer to thls I8 that we are as well pre-
pare ag we Wil be six months hence.
I do not approach the question of war
with complacency. We are nut yet
through mourning over our dead. War
will cost us thousands more lives and
millions of money. We can replace the
latter,but we cannot restore the dead.
Nevertheless, I am Iimpressed with 4
golemn duty. ] 1

we must do something to relleve the
suffering and the struggling Cubans.
If we cannot do our duty without bring-
ing on a war with Spain, then war it
must be. A few days, perhaps n few
bours, will determine whether we shall

ace OT WAar,
Bt think Spain will vield to
our demands without an armed con-

tent, even at the eleventh hour. She
will seek to delay with all of the
adroitness and finesse kpown to het

cy. When all the arts of the
gig:zﬁ:tym‘e cxhausted, I think shs
will fight. I don't wunderestimate
‘SBpalin,nor do I overestimate the bravery
of our people or our resources. If our
purpose was i sordid one we could not
justify ourselves. To relleve suffering
and make & peopie free s a noble
de'?g'pon that plea shall we find justin-
eation for our acta.” '’

Senator George Gray of Delaware, a
member of the committee on farcizn
relations, made the [following state-
mﬁ%‘tﬁe sltuation s exceedingly grave.
If there 18 any change to be neted, it
iz that we are not nearer war today than
we were forty-eight hours ago. I need
not dwell mxhe events which have led
up to this ndition of things. They
are known to all men. I have depre-
cated war from the beginmng and
have labored incessantly and assldu-
ously for peace ever since the first sign
of a conflict with Spaln appeared un

oM.

th'e'lhg:ve hoped that the Presldent
would define a policy which, when out-
lined and fully understood, would rat-
1y to his slde the United States Con-
gress and a unlted people. It is natur-
al that Congress should look to the
President to lead in a crisis such ae
now confronts us. It will be lament-
able if, when the final hour cumes to
act, it shall not find {tself in f{ull ac-
cord with the President.”

Sepator Rawlins, of Utah, dictated
the following statement:

*] was loth to Iintroduce my war res-
olution:; but I thought the proper time
had come when declisive actlon should
be taken and there seemed to be some
rejuctance on the part of sehators and
‘representatives to strike out in the
matter.

] Jearned that other

resolutions,

not going to the extent ef making a!

declaration of war, were in cuntempla-
tion, and in my Judement the proper
thing to do was to’ get to the emer-
gency directly, and say, once and for
all, that the Independence of Cuba

should be established and a declara-
tlon of war agalnst Spaln should be
made.

I shall press this resolution to the
fullest extent and I have no doubt that
some positive resclution wlill be re-
ported from the commlittee on foreigm
relations.”

Chicago, March 30.—A special to the
Timegs-Herald from Washington says:

A eable was received from Minister
Woodford last night which shows that
the negotiatlons are proceeding in a
3'11); entirely satisfactory to the Presi-

ent.

It 1a saild this
“Accepted.”

‘Whether this meant all the propo-
sitions made by the United States gov-
ernment or only one of them,, 1s not
known. But on the strength of the
information from Madrid, the President
decided to send a message to Congress,
and a high official sald the way was
opening to a speedy settlement of the
whole Cuban seituation.

Panama, March 30.--A riot occurred
on Sunday at Empire, one of the sta-
tlons on the canal line. Six policemen
in attempting to quell the disturbancea,
severely beat two Jamalean laborers,
and it'is rumored that both were kflled.

Twenty-five rioters were brought to
Panama and are now in jail here.

Washington, March 29.—An interest-
ing feature of the published report of
the Maine testimony issued from the
government printing office today, was
the famous anonymous leter mentloned
In the testimony of Henry Drain, clerk
of the American consulate at Havana.
The letter was recived by Gen. Lee a
few days after the. Maine disaster. It
was dated February 18, 1898, and signed
“An Admirer.” It was in Spanish,
written apparently by o fairly well|
educated person. It follows:

"It should be remembered that at
dawn of the day of the terrible eatas-
| trophe. an individual was killed In &
small boat, together with another who
was found wounded nand a prisoner.
They were going about the ecruisers
Maoine and Alfonso XIII, &#nd as
the said individuals are of the worst

cable merely said

interested myself investigating what
connection this occurrence could have
had with the explosion of the Maine,
and I have discovered chat those two
men, together with another who s
called@ Pepe Taco, had bought in a
hatdware store In Mercadorea streat,
called Marina, a hoge such as I8 used
by divers, and that the three left In a
small hoat. which they placed under
|the wharves of Santa Catalina and
- they were loitering ahout more than an
hour and a half, while Pepe Taco, who
1= a caulker and diver. probably the
hest in these parts, did the woark to
bring about the explosion of
Mafne,

““With the fnta, T went to Reea and|

diacovered that the family of the dead
man, who Mved in the ntmast misery
in a hut in Rodericuez Bastiza street,
had moved to a well furnished one on
Relahert streect. There T lenrned that
ithev had acrerd with some merchants
aof Muralla street for the work of hinw.
l!nu nn the shin for the =um af $6 Mn—
lpﬂﬂr seaing the reanlt, Rut na thev
MA nnt rame nut of the adventiure very
! well, having hean attarked when thevw
{ware rotiring, the reanlt n! which was
the death of ane, wha left his trath in
tha hnat, and snother ons wanndad,
tha third owe hac pot vet nresented
himealf ta callant tha reat af the marav,
and 1t rartld he prahehly eogretly dane
pa thet., hy nevine him the rest that

$2 000 In sdvarce and the other $£4.000)

the nthera will pat now pay him. hel

would declare the truth ‘?f all this,

The one whom I called the third is the
dlver Pepe Taco, who ls unwounded,
who is no doubt afrald to present him-
self to collect the rest

"In, Muralla street, they tell mc wns
the place where the business was ar-
ranged with Garcia Crujode. Villas
Ussa, Maribona and others whom I do
not remember. The man who is are
rested is being administered with mor-
phine to see if he will dle and not give
evidence 80 as not, they express {t, to

I certify that the above Iz a true
50 much to their taste.” :
spoll the afTair after it has come off
copy. A. MARIX,
“Lieutenant Commander, United States

Navy and Judge Advocate.'”

Drain, the consular clerk. stated In
his evidence that an effort waa made to
ascertain the authentieity of this letter,
although the consulate was handi-
capped, having no secret mervice fund.
Witness discovered however, that the
name Pepe Taco must have been a mis-
take, as the man mentioned had died a
few days before the explosion took
place, Witness thought the name
should have been Pepe Barguin, who
dled a couple of days after the explo-
ajon,

Havana, March 30.—La Lwucha pub-
lishes a communication signed "“811.
viug,” asking a number of questions.
among them:

“What about the discontent of the
mailors of the Malne on account of be-
ing denled shore leave?’

“Did the officers of the Maine say
that life on the United States warships
is 80 hard that they hoped to pee the
whole navy blown up?"

"How about the dinner on the steame-
er City of Washington, where all the
officers gaved were present?”

‘"What kind of precautions were tak-
en when guns were loaded and tore

antecedents as harbor thleves, I have, Minister

the !

pedoes primed?”

"Why were no torpedoes found after
the wreck?"'

“wWhat about the confusion after the
explosion, sn great that the sailors dla
not lower the boata?”

L.a Lucha's correspondent says these
are grave questions that the American
court of inquiry should have aettled be-
fore insulting Spain by deciding that
the exnlosion was external,

Washington, March 30.—The Presi-
dent received todav a cableeram from
Woodford at Madrid, In
which he confirmg the puhlished re-
port that he had an extended confer-
ence with Premier Sagasta yesterday.
No definite conclusion was reached, as
the minister degires to place the mat-
ter under consideration before the
queen regent and the other members
of the ministry. The conference was
adipprned unttl tomorrow, Thursday.

Although Mr. Woodford does not
give anyv details of what transpired at
the meeting, yvet his mersage {8 very
hopeful in tone and giveas the Presal-
dent hone that a final settlement of
the ouestion at issue may he deter-
mired at tomorrow's conference.

The mailn quertion discussed at the
meeting  vesterdav between Minister
Woodford and Premier Hacnsta s
known to have heen the nromnt cessa-
tlon of hostilltley on the faland of
Cubn, and the releage of the reconcen-
trndoa with permission for them to
return to  their homer and resume
their occupations without further mo-
lemtation.

The erxaet lines unon which Minlster
Wandfard ta at wark for the final aet-
tlement af the Cvban quesation cannot
hea ptated pa he has recefvad a niima-
her of mucgertions fram this envern-
ment as to what would he acceptable
to it.

Havana., Mnreh 11.—Ia Lucha
an seditorial sava tadny:

"Wa are at the end of the farce. which
has held the gtage unti! paw heaven
ghould apprise Senor Bagasta that he

tn



