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and carry our mails without exposing
man or beast upon these broad prai-

eg.

“The littie stir at Fort Macleod over
this matter I am contident was » mls-
apprehension although it was texmed
by one paper as ““T'he first gun.” I
wish you to note that we (the Mor-
mons) did not fire the first gun. It
was our neighbors trying to extricate
the mote from our eye. We have no
use for guns. We leuve them to the
Northwest police who bear them with
greatar holiors and have always done
their duty towards ull the sectlers in
our neighborhood whether Mormon
or non-Mormon. If there 1s anyone
to blame for cornmitting so greata sin
asto try to convert the surround:ng
elements Into a company for the
development of our resources, it is

our humble servant. sy home is
n Cardston, Alberta, and I was the
first Mormon to settle there and have
not quarreled with my neighbors so
far and I propose to be a man of
ce. I do not believe in altercation,
hen I went te Lee’s Creek I found
only ope ranch upon the stream, that
of Messrs. Parker & Donovan, who
gave me a hearly welcome, and I left
there less thau thirly days ago, and
so fur 38 I know there was no other
than'a kind, neighborly feeling exist-
ing between us. I have the most pro-
found reapect for all of my non-Mor-
mon neighbors, and as yet we have
found the country large enough for all
and yet there are many ‘blocks of
land” inviting the band oi industry,
to eonvert Lhem intosouices of income
to our Dominion

“Do you not think it is a little far

fetched to find fault with the people
for purchasing blocks of land for
runching and farming purposes? la
it not a kind of a dog in Lhe manger
principie te try and anridge our rights
without cause or provocation? Some
fauic is found wikh us for seuwling or
colonizing together (referring te ocr
little village). We have as much right
to a village, I believe, as others,and we
havegreat conlidence in the just admin-
jstration of the law by the Dominion
and Territorial governments, and fear
pot the consequences of those who bo-
rate us or seek tocuriail our privilegoes
through those who are seeking fame
by tearing down the principles of guod
government. The man who sesks to
ensconce himself ‘behind the walls of
a8 house made from the fragraents of
his neighbors’, has not a very strong
bulwark and exhibilsa coat of many
colors. When he is_brought to the
test you know not whether you can
depend upon him on the side of
justice and equity in consequence of
his profound selfishness. As to our
people, we are not half so Dumerons
as our neighboring towns, the nearest
‘of which is forty miles distaut. 'The
total number of souls in.cur colony
does not far exceed three hnndred,
und I believe, wilth you, if necessary
wo ‘can pet along without incorpora-,
tion.” We know how toconduct our
own busimess, and propose to condinte
tode it from this time forward upon
sound busloess principles, whether
under an incorpo’g'ale name or as pri-
vate individuals.’

THE “MORMONS.”

Tue following article on this
perennial subject is taken from the
Rocky Mountain News, one of the
few leading journals of the day
which aims te do justice to the
puople who pioneered the way to this
inter-mountain region:

prophet being ended. his fotlowers
soon after took up the line of march
for the unknown West and finally
gettled in Utah, which was then a
part of Mexico. There they laid out
and buailtSalt Lake City, entered upon
and cuitivated the vacant Jands, and
by their foresight, skill. knowledge,
temperate habis and industry soon
became a powerful people. ‘l'he men
who were ai the bead of this move-
ment, of whom Brigham Young weas
chief, were great organizers. Under
the statesmanlike direction of Young
a government was organizedd, of which
he was the controling spirit. Soen
after these people had se:tled in that
country it was ceded to the Uunited
States, and 1n 1850 Congress organized
it into a Tetriiory. As origiually
formed, the Territory emhraced the

resent State of Nevada, north of the
37th parallel, the present Territory of
Utah, that part ol the Stale of Wyo-
ming south of the 42nd psrallel apd
west of the Rocky Mountain<, and the
present State of Colorado west of the
mountains.  Brigham Young was
made the first governor of this im-
mense Territory by President Fill-
mere, and nnder his intelligent direc-
tion the Church grew and flourished
and the inbhabitants became a prosper-
ous people. Yonng held the position
of wovernor until 1854. Afterwards
new ilerritories were formed out of
portions of Utah until it was pared
down to its present proportions.

It was under Brigham Young's
Presidency of the Mormoen Church
that it spread into portions of the
prosent States of Colorado, Wyoming,
Idaho and Nevada, and the Territcries
of Arizona and New Moxico. They
are industrions, hardworking, intelli-
gent and prosperous citizens, ‘They
ate a people wore sinned against than
sinning. The reason Lhe Mormon
people called down on themselves the
sentiment of the general public was
the recognition of plural marriages.
For this reason Joseph and Hyrum
Smith were killed, and their followers
diiven out of tllinois, Agzinst thhs
practice the United Swutes Congress
has legislated, providing severe pen-
alties for polygamous practices. These
practices, in a large degree, have been
abandoned. and it is but just to say
that the West contains no more worthy
citizens, as a ruls, than the followers
of Joseph Smith, who wus shot down
by the indignant ¢itizens of Carthage,
11l., torty-six vears ago.”*

— —.——

IDAHO, WYOMING AND THE
“MORMONS.”

PRESS comments on the vlection
in Wyoeming have illustraled onte
more the ignorance of the editors of
this gountiry concerking the “Mor-
mon”’ people. Also Lheir munner
of jumping at conclurions is exposed.
Here is what the New York World
says vn this subject

“The first election n the new State
of Wyoming resulted in a rednction of
the Republican majority from 2484 to
1000 or 1200, and the election of a Re-
publican Legislaturo.

-This wilt carry out the purpose for

‘which the State was admitted—of but-

tressing the Republican majority 1o

the Senate againsi any popular revolt.

which may 1ake place inthe House
anid the Presidency from the control of
the party now in power.

“‘Phe connties on the Utianh border
whioch contain the- Mormon popula-

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

“The life of the first Mornion |tion,gave laige Republican majorities.

Thiz will no doubt lead the faithfnl
organs of thal parly in the East to
regard this peecuilar paople as ‘Latter-
day Saints.’ Their supposed predi-
leclion for the Democratic party has
cansed them to be spoken of as sons of
Belial.””

Now contrast this with the fol-
lowing from the New York fyeas:

“After two or three days of. doubt,
eansed by baseless Democratic claims,
it lurns ont that the Republicans have
carried the first State election in
Wyoming by a good majority. The
Legiwslalure is largely Republican,
and a Republican Representative in
Congress was returned The Repub-
lican campaign in Wyoming was made
under serious disadvantages. F. E.
Warren, the former Terrilorial Gov-
ernor, was seriously ill almnst from
the day of his nomioation until the
etection, while hia opponent made a
vigorous and earnpes. canvass. The
Mormon element is strong in two
counties in the Siate, and the Mormon
authorities at Salt Lake contributed a
large fund to help the Democrats carry
the State. Considering these things,
the Wyoming elcction i3 another de-
cisive Republican, victory.”

Which ia right, the World or the
£ress? We venture the assertion
that neither of themr kunows any-
thing about ‘the Mormon vote in
Wyoming.” Ampd frum what we
can learn it i sure that there wag
no “‘sofid Mormon vote’’ for sither
purty. The {dea that money was
furnished from this city to belp the

Demovrali¢ fight in  Wyoming,
when it is clalined both 1p
the Htate and out of it that

the Republican victory was due to
the **“Mormon®’ vote in Sweetwater
and Uintah counties, is very amus-
ing if it dovs not argue mueh intel-
ligence on the part of the metropyl-
itan journal that conceived and
utlered it.

The Alta Califorria has the an-
vexed well considered editorial og
the {dahe and Wyoming elections:

It will not do to dismiss with a word
the Republican treatment of the Mor-
mon gqurestion in Wyoming and Idaho.
That party has deftly used prohibi-
tion in Maine to its political advan-
tage for many vears, until the politics
of that State has become as void of the
gquality of conscienceas a potato is of
grape-juice. In Portiand fhere are 400
drinking places, all running by suf-.
ferance of Republican judges angd
proseculing attorneys, and all paying
for immunity to viclate the law hy
standing in for the grand old party.
Rum and the Canadian Pacifie rai]-
road keep that extreme wing of the
the party in good trim. In Idaho and
Wyowming sumething else had to be-
tried 0 make sure of four United
States Senators. In Idaho the Mor-
mons have long been wvuting the
Democratie ticket. The members of
that churgh in JIdaho are mosily
Americans. Thoey are of the original
Mormon community und its descengd-
ants, who were New TYorkers and
weytery men. The Wyoming Mor-
mons are English and Seandinavian,
They have always voted the Republi
can ticket, and vheir vote made Wyo-
ming Hepublican, as the American
Mdrmon vote made Idaho Demo-



