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THE BOOK OF MORMON I1

recently an attack hnashas been made
onoil the book of mormon from a some-
what unique point of view it inzhaa
been argued that because the transla-
tion did not appear in the mosi elegant
english language but on the contrary
contained grammatical errors there i

tore it could not be given through in- i

spIr divine inspiration I1it lais
claimed would not only exclude every
possible error but produce a perfect
work as judged by classical stand
ards

pt would seem a liltlettletle late in the day
to urge such an objection in view of
the tactfact that thousands and among
them men entitledeutitled to be regarded asae

chave accepted the book ofmormon as being all that laIs claimed
for it with full knowledge of its con-
tents ana peculiarity of style com-
mon sense and regard for truth would
suggest the propriety of giving due
consideration to Ws fact in a discus I1

sionelon of the authenticity of the record
the questiontion involved is an old onieone

badand one upon which various opinions
have been expressed it is this
whether when the almighty selects a
humanbuman instrument through which to
communicate with mankind the indi
vidual so chosen while under the
special avine influence loses all vol-
untary action or not this was the
view held among clent pagans as
well as the uninspired jews the first
christianclu aulauthorsthors saidpaid but little on thispoint but with the reformation it was
found necessary to examine the
trine of inspiration closely both on ac

j

count of the claims of papacy and the
claims of the reformers that the scrip-
tures are the ultimate authoritysome arrived at the conclusioncon cluston thatthe divine spirit dictated the sacredscriptures word for word as we havehaive
them in the languages butthis theory has not found favor it hasbeen shown to be inconsistent withfacts andnd with the claims of the in-spired writers themselves we are not
aware that the prophet joseph ever
claimed for the translation of the bookof mormon any other kind of divine

than that which guided theancientaal bent prophets evangelists and
APOStapostleslen when they communicated the
will of googod to men this the assailants
of his mission are sometimes apt to
lose sight of

with regard to the ancient scripturesscriptsres
it is10 perfectly clear that the writers
whilealle under the divine influence were
allowedallied the full use otof their own facul-
tiestiea their mental peculiarities their
own amount of knowledge and modes of
tUntankingking we find the sacred authors
engaged in diligent research we find
cheni give different accounts of the
saade event they quote from inspired
authora and even fromfroim uninspired docu-
ments diversity of style arising from
differences in social surroundings or
educational influences is noticeable
throughout even provincialisms and
barbarismsbarbari sms are found in taeane sacred
writings of the bible this Is positive
proof that thehe mental faculties of the
aAl thorsthosa were not removed and divine
fafaculties substituted while under di-
vine influence jtit Is a proof that god
simply made use of the powers with
which his servants were endowed when
itif was his infinite pleasure to communi-
cateCcateae with man in this way

and how could it be otherwise
when the word of the lord came to
his ancient strservants with a command
to alte this did not mean that tle

e

lord was to supply miraculously the
writing materials making a good pen
out of one already unfit for use nor
did he guide the hand that wrote to
the extent that a bad handwriting be-
came a perfect specimen of penman-
ship As little did he miraculously
guard against grammatical errors
what he did was this he enlightened
the minds of his servants in regard to
the truths he desired to communicate
to men and entrusted to them to give
this communication through the ehchan-
nels of which they were the guardguardiansn
their knowledge their mental facul-
ties their accomplishments were at the
service of the divine master that is
they were inspired

if we remember what divine inspira-
tion is as seen in the sacred writings
of the bible there can be no reason-
able objection to the alleged imperfec-
tions of tletl e book of mormon transla-
tion given through the prophet joseph
they only prove that the spirit of the
almighty operated through him in the
same manner as through isaiah eze-
kiel john or paul that he
at the time he was chosen
as translator of the book of
mormon stands among the noble as-
sembly of inspired men as the illiterate
youth does not in any way lower the
immense value of the work he brought
to light while under divine influence
on the contrary the very peculiarities
are one proof of its truth if in the
lowly fishermen from the shores of
galileogalilee whose rural dialect was a
matter of contempt to the scholars of
their age we can see the exalted apos-
tles of the lamb of god if in the car-
penterspentersIs son of nazareth who died as
a malefactor on a crocrossss faith can be-
hold the ruler of the heavens and the
earth it is a small matter to acknowl-
edge in the illiterate boy joseph a
servant of the most high

THE auk EN OF DENMARK

the present year will be noted in his-
tory

I1

as one in which an unusualunusual num-
ber of noted persons are removed from
this sphere of action by death another
name that of the queen of denmark
has been added to the listast she has been
ill for some months but her condition
has not been made known to the public
so the announcement of her demise lais
to some extent a surprise I1

for the last thirty years queenquee
imhulse has exerted a secret influence
upon european politics quite remark-
able when all the circumstancesIs are
considered and entirely out of ppropor-
tion to the rank of her country in the
family of nations by skilful diplomacy
she succeeded in establishing relations
with the most powpowerfulefful courts of eu-
rope princesspeeve alexandra became weohe

I1

wife of the princee of wales and prin-
cess dagmar the empress of russia
while prince wilhelm was made king of
greece it tois no secret that dussiasRus sias pol-
ley

pol-
icy during the reign of alexander was
largely shaped at copenhagen where
the late russian emperor and his dan-
ish consortsott were frequent guests

rtit tois probably no misstatementstatement of fact
to nayaay that the queen has been the act-
ual ruler of denmark and that but for
her intelligence and strong willI1 king
christians path as a ruler would have

i been everything but smooth at the be-
ginning of their reign they had the mis-
fortune of losing avig and hol-
stein to prussia after a brief but heroic
war since then the country hashais en-
joyed peace and made wonderful

reresss towards prosperity of late yeyearm
ththe mighty currents of democracy hahaveve
swept over the country and were ap-
parentlypatentlyly stemmed only after a long and
bitter struggle directed from the
throne the death of the queen Is sure
to be folfollowedTowed by changes in the politi-
cal life of the country in the interest of
government by the people

OLD AGE

A court somewhere recently decided
thatthal1 a man was old alt the age of0 65

this has about as much of instructive-
ness in ltit as the expression as83 large
as a piece of chchalkalk or as long as a
string some men are younger at 6566
than others are at half chait age and
some at 35 are as old as others axeare wtbt
70 there are plenty of men who exeare
only 40 who have furrowed brows gray
hair weak knees and the other evi-
dences of decay much more pronounced
than many who have passed the mile-
stone of life indicated by the courvecourts
ruling the fact is that as a general
proposition in this respectct we axeare
largely the architects of our own life
structure with reasonable health
and tnin the absence of casualties of any
kind a manmaln should be vigorousqs
sprightly and capable at the age spok-
en of and there should be no impair-
ment of his faculties for many yearsyeara A
following of course some were bornbom
to longevity and some to brief periods
of life such cases are not being cancon-
sideredsi

the late president woodruff was in
his ninety second year at the time of0
his debth and was nonot at all in a state
of mental or physical decline when theothe
summons came of gladstone the
same may be said withedth the exception
of a few years in favor of the latter
also of bismarck men and women
who live to be are not at all rare
the new york world has uneartheduneartheO a
man who was born in 1800 and gives
every promise of seeing the century
out that brought him in besides which i
his experience is pronounced the moot
remarkable of any man in texas
can boastboas his name is uncle dick
fitch and he lives at white mound i

ten miles southeast of sherman he
has almost lived to see three centuries
born in claiborne county tenn heha
went to texas and located on hlahis pres-
ent home on july 16 1844 he heshas
seen texas under three forms of gov-
ernmentern ment a province of mexico a re
public and a state of the union seitt
tells many interesting stories of mehe
early days of texas the once wilder
newnesa of the lone star state has been
opened to civilization and with 1
hawk and flintlockflint lock musket uncleandlit dick
fitch helped to blaze the way hecr
graphically recounts scenes osof waving 1

tomahawk and indian war whoopI1

when indian afe blood drenched tlim
argroundaund andana red men fell before oieiiipaleface uncle vickdick carrilescarries a aaa
but dancan walk well without it he WIGono
used glasses but now reads with perder
feet easeew without them he has not fta
booth in MBhis head butbat eats regularly
tthree meals a day exclusively vege
table diet he retires early and arises
before daylightdayaght a custom which hhaa
been his sianceadnee childhood he says hebag

wants to live to seeoft the twentieth belp
tury if oneoce could depend upon ap-
pearancepearance ft would no doubt be satesafe to
saygay that uncle dick pitchfitch would live
beyond that age

ptit has remained for england to ok
the climax in the matter of longevity
the Lowelowestoft journal tells of a ecase
whichch seems hitherto to have I1escapedsea del
attention it was observed onan tm
chancel wall of the ancient church ofat
goring in Oxfordshire the inscription
is as follows f

here lyeth buried efte body otof sahak x-
i a


