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THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

THFY. BUOK OF MORMON,

Recently an attack has been made
on the Book of Mormon from a some-
what unique point of vlew. It - has
been argued that because the transla-
tion did not appear jn the mos! elegant
English language, but, on the contrary,

contained grammatical errors, thers-;
fore it could pot be glven through in-
spiration, Divine inspiration, it is
claimed, would mot oaly exclude every
possible error, but produee a perfect

work, a8 Judged by classical stand-:

ards. |

M would seem a little late In the day
to urge such an objectlon, in view of
the fact that thousands—and among
them men entitled to be regarded as'
scholars—have accepted the Book of
Mormon ag being =all that is elaimed
for I, w!ih full knowledge of its con-
tents and peculiarlty of style. Com-
mon sense and regard for truth would
suggest the propriety of glving due
consideration to this fact in & diseus-|
sion of the awthentlcity of the record.

The question involved iz an old one,
and one upen which various opinlons
have been expressed. It 13 this,
whether when the Almighty selects a
Buman instrument through which to
communicate with mankind, the Indl-
vidual so chosen, while under the
speclal divine {nfluence, losea all wvol-
untary actfon or not. Thiz was the
vlew held among the anclent pagans as
well as the uninspired Jews. 'The first
Christlan authors wald but 11#tte on <his
point, but with the Reformation it was
found necessary to examline the doe-
trine of Inspiratlon closely, both on ac-’
count of the elalms of papacy and %he
clalms of the Reformers that the Scrip-
tures are the ultimate authority.

Some arrived at the conclusion that'
the divine S8pirlt dlctated the sacred
Beriptures word for word, as we have
them in the original languages. But
this theory haa not found favor. It has
been shown to be jneconsistent with
facts and with the clalms= of the in-
aplred writers themselves. We are not
awnrre that bthe Prophet Joseph ever
claimed for the translation of the Book !
of Mormon any other kina of divine!
insplration than that which guided the
ancient  Prophets, Evangelists and
Apostlex when they communicated the
will of God to men. This the assallants
of his mission are sometimes apt tol

loge sight of.

With regard to the anclent Seriptures,
it is perfectly clear that the writers,
while under the divine Influence, were
allowed the full use of their own facul-
tles, thelr mental pecullarlties, thelr
own amount of knowledge and modes of
thinking. We filnd the sacred authors
engaged in “diligent research.” We find
them give different accounts of the
game event; they quote from inspired

authors and even from uninspired docu- | FoPe-
ments; diversity of style, arlsing from Wife of the Pri

differences in social surroundings or
educational Influences, s noticeable
throughout; even provinciallsms and

barbarisms are found In tne sacred
writings of the Bible. This is positlve
proof that the mental faculties of the
aulhors were not removed and divine!
faculties substituted while under di-
vine Influence; It Ia a proof that God
simply made use of the powers with
whlech His servants were endowed when
it was Hjs Infinite pleasure to communi- |
cate with man in this way,

And how could it be otherwise?
‘When the svord of the Lord came to
His ancient servants with a eommand
to write, this dld not mean that the

Lord was to supply miraculously the
writing matertals, making a good pen
put of one already unfit for use; nor
did He guide the hand that wrote to
the extent that a bad handwriting be-
came a perfect specimen of penman-
ship. As little did He miraculously
gnard agalnst grammatical errors.
What He did was thls: He enlightened
the minds of Hig servants in regard to
the truths He desired to communicate
to men and entrusted to them to give
this communleation through the chan-
nels of which they were the guardians.
Their knowledge, their mental facul-
ties, thelr accomplishments were at the
gervice of the divine Master; that is,
they were inspired.

If we remember what divine inspira-
tion ig8 as seen in the sacred writings
of the Bible, there can be no reason-
able objectlon to the alleged imperfee-
tions of tl.e Book of Mormon transla-
tlon given through the Prophet Joseph,
They only prove that the Spirlt of the
Almlghty operated through him in the
same manner as through Isaiah, Eze-

kiel, John or Paul That he
at the time he was chosen
as translator of the Book of

Mormon, stands among the noble as-
sembly of inspired men as the illiterate !
youth does not in any way lower the
immense value of the work he brought
to llght, while under divine infinence.
On the contrary, the very pecuilarities!
are one proof of its truth. If in the
lowly fishermen trom the shores of
Galilee, whose rural dialect was a
matter of contempt to the scholars of
thelr age, we can see the exalted Apos-
tles of the Lamb of God; If in the car-
penter's son of Nazareth, who died us
a malefactor on a cross, faith can be-,
hold the Ruler of the heavens and the
earth, it is a small matter to acknowl-
edge in the illiterate boy, Joseph, a'
servant of the Most High.

THE QUEEN OF DENMARK.

The present year will be noted In his-|
tory as one in which an unusual num-
ber of noted persons are removed from

‘this sphere of actlon by death. Another

name, that of the queen of Denmark,
has been added to the ilst. She has been
ill for some months but her condition
has not been made known to the publie,
50 the announcement of her demise i=
to some extent a surprise. !

For the last thirty years Queen
Louise has exerted a secret Influence
ppen European polities qulte remark-
able when all the circumstances are
consldered, and entirely out of propor-
tlon to the rank of her country in the
family of natlons. By skilful diplomacy
she succeeded in establishing relatlons
with the most powerful eourts of Eu-
Princess Alexandra became the
nne of Wales, and Prin-
cess Dagmar the empress of Russia,
while Prince Wilhelm was made king of
Greece. It is no secret that Russla’s pol-
fey during the relgn of Alexander was
largely shaped at Copenhagen, where
the late Russlan emperor and his Dan-
Ish consort were frequent guests:

It is probably no misstatement of fact
to say that the queen ha&s been the act-
pal ruier of Denmark, and that but for
her intelllgence and strong will King
Christian’s path as a ruler would have
been everything but smooth. At the be-
glnning of their relgn they had the mis-
fortune of loslng Schlesvig and Hol-
atein to Prussla after a brilef but herole
war. Since then, the country has en-
joved pemce and made wonderful prog-

o}

ress towards prosperity, Of late years
the mighty currents of democracy have
swept over the eountry, and were ap-
parently stemmed only after a long and
bitter struggle directed from the
throne. The death of the queen is sure
to be followed by changes in the politj-
eal life of the country In the interest of
government by the people,

OLD AGE.

A court somewhere recently declded
that a man was old at the age of 65.
This has about as much of instructive-
ness in ‘4t as the expression “‘as large
as a plece of ¢halk,” or “as long as @
string.”” Some men are younger at 65
than others are at half that age, and
some at 36 are as old as others are mat
70. There are plenty of men who are
only 40 who have furrowed brows, gray
hair, weak knees and the o¢ther ewi-
dences of deeay much more pronounced
than many who have passed the mile-
dtone of life Indicated by the court's
ruling. The fact la that as a gemeral

proposition, in this respect, we are
largely the architeets of our own life
structure, Wwith reasonable health

and in the absence of casualtics of any
kind, a man should be vigorous,
sprightly and capable at the age spok-
en of and there should be no impalr-
ment of his facultles for many years
following. Of course some were born
to longevity and some to brief perods
of iife; such cases are not belng con-
sidered.

The iate President Woodruff was in
his ninety-second year at the time of
his death and was not at all in a state
of mental or physical decllne when the
summons came. ©Of Gladstone the
sama2 may be said with the exception
of a few years In favor of the latter:
also of Bismarck. Men and women
who live to be 100 are not at all rare.
The New York World has upearthed a
man who wag born In 1800 and gives
every promise of seelng the century
out that brought him in; besldes which
his experience ls pronounced the most
remarkable of which any man in Texasg
can boast. His mame is “Uncie” Dick
Fitch and he llves at White Mound,
ten miles southeast of Sherman. He
has almost lived ¢0 sce three cen'turles.
Born in Claiborne county, Tenn., he
went ¢{o Texas and located on his pres-
ent home on July 16, I844. He has
seen Texas under three forms of gov-

ernment, a province of Mexieo, a re-
public and a state of the Upion. He
+ells many Interesbing stories of ¢he

early days of Texas. The once wilder-
neas of the Lonie Star state has been
opened to clviliza'tion, and with loma-
hawk and flint-lock musket Unecle Dick
Fitch helped to blaze the way. He
graphically recounts 8cemes of waving
tomahawk and Indian war-whoop
when Indian life-blood drenched the
ground and red men fell before ¢he
paleface. Uncle Dick carrles a cane,
but ean walk well without tt. He once
used glasses, but now reads with per-
fect eaze without them. He has not a
tooth in this head, but eats regularly
three meals a day, exclusively vege-
table diet. He retires early and arises
before daylizght, 2 custom which has
been his since childhood, He says he
wants to live 10 see the twenileth cen-
tury. If one could depend upon ap-
pearance it would no doubt be safs to
pay that Uncle Dick Fiteh would live
beyond that age.

Tt has remained for England to cap
the climax In the mmatter of longevity.
The Lowestoft Journal tells of a case
which seems hitherto to have escaped
a'ttention. It was observed on the
chancel wall of the anoient church of
Goring in Oxfordshire, The inscription
is as follows:

“Here lyeth burled the body of Xugh



