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templeton hotel before an examiner
appointed by the united states circuit
court for the western division of the
state of missouri the cawcase is a suitault
brought by the reorganized church
commonly called josephites against
the church of christ commonly
called Hedric kites 21 to obtain posses-
sion and title to a piece of land in in-
dependence missouri known as the
temple block

about four yearsyeara agoagoa a notice was
served on mr richard hill who was
then president of the hedrickHedricbitestes 111 1

but laIs now their bishop that if
the land was not vacated and
possession given to the josephitesJosephitep suit
would be brought to claim it the
JosepjosephitesJosephlbItestes bought a piece of ground
across the street facing the temple
block and it was given out
among their people at a distance
that they held title to the temple
block itself when it was discovered
that this was not correttacorrecta pressure was
brought to bear to remove the cloud
to the titled a title that had no exist
ence and instructions were given ataf
the josephleeJosephlte conference of aprilA april
1891 to bishop kelley to commence
proceedings for the purpose

in the following september suit was
entered by the reorganized church
as a corporation in iowa having its
headquarters at lamoni The grounds
for the suit were a quit claimclaff deed
from maria loulouisetoo johnsona survivingsurvivin 9
descendant of oliver cowdery whose
three children now dead were alleged
to have received a deed to the land
from edward partridge bishop of the
original church founded by the
prophet josephjoeeph smith who purchased
the property in his own name the reo-
rganization also claim a title in equity
to this land as successor to the original
church of jesus christ of latter day
sainte

the Hedrickitea have held pos-
session of the property or part of it for
twenty years and A of it for fifteen
yearsJ granvilleGranvi Jle Asedrick was a mem-
ber of the church in its early days
after the death of the prophet joseph
he formed a church which be believed
to be after the first pattern called it
the church of christ 22 received the
book of mormon and revelations up to
1884 as genuine and repudiated all
after that date which he considered
conflicted with them at blooming
ton illinois in 1864 he predicted that
the way would open up for hisbis follow-
ers to go to independence in 1867 in
that year they went numberingnumnumberingberin 9about fifty soulsou sandleand commenced to get
titlelitle to the land now in question

their claim is that edward part-
ridge purchased the land in his own
name in 1832 his wife and three
daughters executed a quit claim deed
to janaesjames pool Wwhichiob was duly re-
corded this covered a tract of 63
acres which was conveyed in parcels
to different parties the land became
divided into lots of feet each
and the Hedrick iteeiten purchased from
time to time and obtained title by
warranty deeds to eight of them which
they have surrounded with a fence
and on which they have a small meet-
inghouseIrlain ghousebouse

thethe defaildefendant organization filed n
answer in thirty days after suit was
enterenteredtd after thisthin the plaintiffs
madeanmade an amended complaint having to J
pay the costs of this and the new anian i

ewer oiof defendantsdefendant which was duly
filed and finally an examiner was
appointed merely to take teotestimony in
the case but not with powers as a court
A stipulation between the parties was
made to this effect in january of the
present year and in february testi-
mony was commenced to be given at
independence missouri

if the equity claim of the Joeephjosephitesites
should be establishedestablisheditit would place in
Jjeopardy the whole of the 63 acres pur
chased by edward partridge on which
housesbouses have been built and occupied
for many years the temple jotsiota only
being vacant and also about 1600
acres southmouth of kansas city which
bishop edward partridge entered
when hebe went to missouri for the
church in

that equity claim ap involves the
question of which is the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints the
josephites claim that theirs is the sue
cessor to that church that it became
disorganized at the death of theProphet
joseph smith and that the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints in
utah is apostate teaching and

polygamy ananddotherother doctrines
notnet taught by the prophet josephjeseph and
contrary to the tenets of the original
church

on this question testimony was tak-
en in independence mo in february I1

theibe witnesseswitness being james whitehead
william B smith joseph smith WW
blair H A stebbins john bracken-
bury and others of the reorganized
church mr treaver of kansas city
mindand P PE kelley of the josephites 21

appearing for that body and mr C A
hall president of the HedricHedrickkitesitea
and mr J N sothern forthefor the defense

the examination here commenced
on monday march bishop E L
kelley audand attorney P P kelley for
the josephitesjoseph itee 12 C A hall
and james A hedrick for the defense
assisted by attorney R H cabell of
this city it1 has been very clearly estab-
lishedI1 that the prophetet joseph and bbisIs
brother hyrum taught and practicedpractised
plural marriage that wm B smith
did the same that it was taught to the
twelve widand others in nauvoo that
the secret spiritual wife system ofjohn cbennett which was denounced
by SLa number of persons over their
signatures and published in the IMAM
and seasons was essentially different
from the system of celestial including
plural marriage taught by joseph
smith that the endowments given
in nauvoo were the same
as those given in Utahand that revela-
tions to the church were given at dif-
ferent times which were not made
public till afterwards

mears hall and hedrick with their
attorney have conducted themselves
like gentlemen and have had the
good wishes of all with whom they
have met during their stay the
kelleyskellems have acted like pettifog
gers exhibiting neither a chris-
tian spirit nor that courtesy that
Is usual among civilized people
they have insulted and browbeaten
aged and infirm ladies and gentlemen
and exhibited that bearing that might
be expected from personspersona engaged in
a scheme to obtain the property of
others

in law and in reason the land in
dispute belongsbelongstoto the people who have
bought and possessed it so long and

who hold it sacred for the purpose de-
signed subject to the voice of the
lord untoauto them as to its final
disposition if there Is an equitable
title to it anywhere else by virtue of
a trust to bishop edward partridge
then it vests in this church of jesusjesue
christ of latter day saints which has
never been disorganized but has con-
tinued from april 6 1830 to the prompres-
ent day and which will never seek to
steal that which it cannot obtain by
lawful and proper methods

THE MICHIGAN presidential
ELECTION BILL

ABOUT two years ago the legisla-
ture of michigan preyed a law provid-
ing for the choice of presidential
electors by congressional districts that
is the law provides that one elector
shall be chosen in each congressional
district and one from each half of the
state which is divided by a north and
south line for the purpose thesetheme two
classes of electors are COMcommonly known
as representative and senatorial elec-
tors respectively this bill was passed
by a democratic legislatureLegi lature and
signed by a democratic governor its
constitutionality has been questioned
by republican party leaders and
jurists and it is said that it will foebe
taken into the courts general alger
saideaid in this city yesterday that it was
the intention of hiebis party to test the
validity of the law in phd supreme
court of the united states

the constitution says each state
shall appoint in such manner as the
legislature thereof may directa num-
ber otof elejectorsectore equal to the whole
number of senatorssenators and representsrepresenta-
tives to which the state may be enti-
tled in congress republican and
democratic journals alike admit that
this clause gives the state full power
over the manner of appointing itsite
quota of electors and it is a historical
fact that as late as 1824 delaware
georgia vermont and other states
chose their electors by the legisla-
tures several states also had then the
general ticket system others the single
district system and still others a dou-
ble and triple district system that is
dividing the state into districts irre-
spectivespec tive of the congressional district-
ing and choosing two or three electors
in a didistrict

it is contended by a number of con-
stitutional jurists that the state legis-
lature has the power to authorize thegovernor wetb6 supreme court
or any agent it pleases to
choose presidential electors but
what gliesgives the democrats renewed
interest in the michigan plan isie the
fact that a similar scheme waswae out-
lined during the forty third congress
by senator morton the great war gov-
ernor of indiana matt carpenter of
wisconsin general logan of illinois
and half a dozen others equally stal-
wart in republican party principles

the republicans look upon the
michigan plan as a piece of party
strategy on the part of democrats
the latter would not they say adopt
such a scheme in kentucky west
virginia or tennessee where the re-
publicanspublic ans have a possibility of carry-
ing the districts in fact this questquestionloh
entered somewhat into the issues of thibthe


