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Tem pleton hotel, before an Examiner
appointed hy the Unlited Btates Circult
Court for the Westeru Divleion of the
Btate of Missouri. The case is asuit
brought by the Reorganized Church,
commonly calied ‘“Josephites,’*against
the Charch of Christ, commonly
called ““Hedrickites,”’ to ohtaln posses-
sion and title to a plece of land in In-
dependence, Missouri, known ms the
Temple Block.

About four years agn.a notice was
served on Mr, Richard Hill, who was
then president of the “*Hedrigkites,”
hut is now their Bishop, that if
the lapd was npot vacated and
poest seivn given to the Josephites, suit
would be hrought to claim it. The
Josephites houghta piece of ground
acroga the street faplng the Temple
Block, and it was given out
among their people at a distance
that they held title to the Temple
Block itself, When It was discovered
that thls was not correct,a pressure was
hrought to bear to ‘““remove the cloud
lo the title?”>—a title that had no exist-
ence, and instructione were given at’
the **Josephiie’® Conference of April,
1891, to Bishop Kelley, to commence
proceedings for the purpose.

.In the following SBeptember, suit was
entered by the Reorganized Chureh,
a8 a corporation in Iowa having its
headquarters at Lamoni. Thegrounds
for the suit were a quit cilaim deed
from Maria Louise Johnson,asurviving
descendant of Qliver Cowdery whose
three children, now dead, were alleged
to have received a deed to the land
from Edward Partridge, Bishop of the
original Church founded hy the
Prophet Joseph Bmith, who purchased
the property in his own name. The Re-
organization also claim a title in equity
to this land as successor to the original
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Balute.

The ‘‘Hedrickites” have held pos-
sesrion of the property, or part of it, for
twenty years and part of it for fifteen
years. (ranville Hedrick was a8 mem-
ber of the Church in its early daya.
After the death of the Prophet Joseph
he formed a church which he believed
to he atter the first pattern, called it
the *“Church of Christ,” received the
Book of Mormon and revelatisne up to
1834 as genuine, and repudiated all
after that dute which he considered
conflioted with them. At Blooming-
ton, Illinois, in 1864, he predicted that
the way would open up for his follow-
ers to go to Independence in 1867, In
that year they went, numbering
about fifty souls,and commenced to get
title to the laud now in question,

Their claim is that Edward Part-
ridge purchased the land in hie own
name in 1832, His wife and three
daughters executed a quit claim deed
to James Pool, whiob was duly re-
corded. This covered a tract of 83
acres, Which was conveyed in porecels
to different parties. The Jand hecame
divided into lots of 824x168 feet each,
and the Hedrickites purchased from
time to time and obtained title by
warranty deeds to eight of them,which
they have surrounded with a feuce
and on which they have n small meet-
inghouse.

The defendaunt organization filed #n
apswer in thirty daye after suit was
entercd. After this the pleintifts
made an amended complaint,having to
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Pay tbe costs of this and the new an-

swer of defendants which was duly
filed, and finally an Examiner was
appointed, merely to take testimony in
the case but not with powers as a court.
A stipulation between the parties was
made to this effect in January of the
prerent year, and in February testi-
mony was commenced to be given at
Independence, Missouri.

1f the equlty claim of the Josephiies
ahould be established,it would placein
ieopardy the whole of the B3 acres pur-
chaged by Edward Partridge, on which
houses have been built and oocupied
for many years,—the Temple lots only
heing vacant—and also ahout 1800
acres south of Kapsas City, which
Bishop Edward Partridge entered
when he went to Missouri for the
Church in 1832.

That ‘“‘equity claim/’ involves the
question of which is the Church of
Jesus Christ of Liatter-day S8aints. The
Josephites claim that theirs isthe suc
cessor to that Chuarch, that it became
disorganized at thedeath of theProphet
Joreph SBmith, and. that theChurch of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints in
Utah is apostate, teaching and prac-
tising pelygamy and*other doctrines
nst taught by the Prophet Jeseph and
contrary to the tenets of the original
Church.

On this question testimony was tak-
en in 1ndependence, Mo., in Fehruary,
the witnesses being James Whitehead,
William B. Bmith,J oseph 8mlth, W. W.
Bluir, H. A. Btebbtns, John Bracken-
bury and others of the Reorganized
Chuarch; Mr. Treaver, of Kansas City,
and P. P. Kelley, of the ‘*Josephites,*?
appearing for that body, and Mr. C. A.
Hall, president of the Hedrickites
and Mr. J. N. Sothern for the defense.

The examination here commeuced
on Monday, March 14th, Bishop E, L,
Kelley and Attorney P. P, Kelley for
the ‘Josephites,’’ Messre, C. A. Hall
and Jamee A. Hedrick for the defense,
aspisted hy Attorney R. H. Cabell, of
thiscity. Ithasbeen very clearly estab-
lished that the Prophet Joseph and his
brother Hyrum taught and practised
plural marriage; that Wm. B. Bmith
did the same; that it was taught to the
Twelve aud others in Nauvoo; that
the secret spiritual wife system of
John C_.Bennett,which was denounced
hy a wvumber of persons over their
signatures and published in the T¥mes
and Seasons, was essentially diflerent
from the sysiem of celestial including
plaral marriage taught hy Joseph
B8mitbh; that the endowments given
in Nauvoo were the same
a8 thosegiven in [Jtah,and that revela-
tions to the Church were given at dif.
ferent times which were not made
pubtic till afterwarda,

Mesers. Hall and Hedrick, with their
attorney, have conducted themselves
ltke gentlemen, and have had the
good wishes of all with whom they
have met during their stay. The
Kelleys have acted like pettifog-
gers, exhibiting nelther a Chris-
tlan »spirit nor thai courtesy that
is usual among civilized people.
They have insulted and browheaten
aged and infirm ladies and gentlemen,
andexhibited that bearing that might
be expected from persons engsged in
a scheme to ohinin the property of
others,

In law and in reason the land ino
dispute belongs to the people who have
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who hold it sacred for the purpose de-
signed subject to the voice of the
Lord unto thewn as to 1ls final
disposition, 1fthere is an equilable
title to it anywhere else, by virtue of
a trust to Bishop Edward Partridge,
then it vests in this Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, which haa
never been disorganized, but has con-
tluued from April 6, 1830, to the pree-
ent day, and which will pever seek to
steal that which it canoot obtain by
lawful and proper methous.

THE MICHIGAN PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION BILL.

ApouT two years ago the Leglsia-
ture of Michigan passed a law provid-
ing for the choice of presidentinl
electors hy congreseional districts. That
ls, the law provides that one elector

shall be chosen in each congreesional
district and one from each half of the
State, which is divided by a north and
south line for the purpose. These {wo
claseen of eleclors are commonly known
a8 represeutlative and senatorial elec-
tors respectively. 'Thisbill was passed
by a Democratic Legislature and
signed by a Democratic Governor. Its
constitutiopality has been questioned
by Repuhlican party leaders and
jurists, and it is said that it will be
taken ipto the courts., General Alger
said in this city yesterday that it was
the intention of his party to test the
vajidity of the law in the Bupreme
Court of the United States.

The Constltutionsays: “Each Htate
shall appoint, in such manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct,a num-
her of electore, equal to the whole
numher of Benators and Representa-
tivea to which the Btate may be enti-
tled in Congress.”> Repuhijean and
Democratic journala alike admit that
thisclause gives the Htate full power
over the manner of appeinting its
quota of electors. And it is a historical
fact that ns late mas 1824 Delawure,
Georgia, Vermont and other Btales
chose their electors by the Leginaia-
tures. Beveral States also had then the
general ticket system, others theeingle
district system, and still others a Jou-
ble and triple district system, that is,
dividing the HState into districts irre-
spective of the Congreesional dietrict-
ing, and choosing two or three electors
in a distriet. .

It is contended by & number of con-
atitutional jurists that the Biate Legis-
lature has the power to nuthorize the

Governor, the Bupréme Court
or &any agent -~ it pleases to
choose presidential electors. But

what gives the Democrats renewed
interest in the Michigan plan la the
{fact that a similar scheme wss outs
tined during the Forty-third Congress
by Senator Morton, the great war govs
ernor of Indlana, Matt Carpenter, of
Wisconsin, Qeneral Lognn, of IHinots,
and half & dozen others equally etaj-
wart in Republican party principles.
The Republicane look upon the
Michigan plan as & piece of party
strategy on the part of Democrats.
The latter would not, they eay, a:dopt
such a scheme in Kentucky, West
Virginia or Tennessee, where the Re-
publicans have a possibility of carry-
ing the distriets. In fact this question

bought and puesessed it so long, and | enlered somewhat into the issues of the




