
THE DESERET WEEKLY
their first treaty with the united
states was entered into at hopewell
south carolina november 18 17861785
and waswaa the commencement of a ser-
ies

nor-
ies of ruinous contracts whereby the
cherokees were coerced or forced by
circumstances into relinquishing their
rights to the lendland east of the missie

many plansplane and devices were
adopted to deprive them of their in-
heritance and they suffered inhuman
treatment at the hands of thebe colcolonists
but rarely sought revenge torfor
these outrages until in 1792 being
driven almost to desperation a doily 01

warriors under john watts at-
tacked buchannan station near
nashville tenn and probably would
have reduced it to chesaf hes had not their
leriderleader fallen beneath his wounds early
in the attack later on cavitte
station hearbear knoxville tenn was
captured and burned by a force of 1500
braves peace was not fully restored
to the border until the summer otof 1794
when major ore destroyed two large
cherokee towns running water ardand
Nicnickajackkajack

in the year 1809 the upper and
lower cherokees began to develop a
difference in tastes and methods of
living the former were making con-
siderablesid erable progress in agriculture while
the latter who chiefly subsisted on the
proceeds of the chase were becomingbeci ming
discontented with the growing scarcity
of game and as a consequence a party
of the latter started for the white
riverfiver country in Arkansas with a view
to finding a better hunting ground in
this they were successful and in eight
years from the date of their first
ettkment there were three thousand
members of the tribe located on the
white river and its tributariestributa ries then
followedlol loped the treaty of 1817 whereby
the united states government pre-
sented each poor exile indian with a
rifle trap and blanket in lieu of hishie
home claim and transported him west
of the great river to join his comrades
and lightfight the usages and who
were incessantly raiding upon the
nownew camera the government hadbad
promised tham protectionprotea tion iromfrom the
hostihostileshostilesleel but refused to interfere until
the rtremainder of the cherokeesCherokeed
availed themselves of the late treaty
and abandoned their homeshome

at the samename time the state officials
of georgia commenced persecuting
those who remained in their old homes
and creasingpreasing the united states govern-
ment to hasten their removal from the
state anA n airreeagreementment had been entered
into in aprilapai1 1802 whereby georgia
ceded to the united states certain lands
lying south of the tennessee and west
of thepe riversriven etc in
consideration of the indian
title to lands in georgia to be extin-
guished on pezpeaceableceable and reasonable
terms Asan the years went by without
the fulfillment of the latter part of the
contract the citizens of georgia grew
more and more ofoffensive and boveribovera or
troupe went so far as to threaten the
sect torytary of war with impending blood

bed itif immediate action was not
taken at this time there were a lewfew
white men among the indians I1labor-
ing

abor
for their welfare and they were

arrested but those who would promise
not to return to the indian country were
immediately releasedrei essed dr worcester
and butlar refused to make this promise
and they were thrown into prison

the united states supreme coart
ordered them to be liberated but the
state of georgia at first refused at d it
waswag not done for over a yeaj ear after-
wards

in the meantime the final treaty was
drafted and concluded in december
1835 this treaty was a clear release
of all lands owned by the cherokeesCherokeeieig
east of the mississippi for the sum of

john rossboss the principal
chief who hadbad been at washington
for three or four winters in thebe inter-
ests of his people was opposeded to the
treaty and opened a correspondence
with the president in the hope of re-
lief but obtained none on the other
hand andrew rossboas a member of the
cherokeeCne delegationsdelegation who was in favor
of the emigration entered into an
agreement with the commissioner otof
indian affairs to bring together a suf-
ficient number of leading cherokees
with whom a treaty could bebet fleetenfleetedeted
ALA preliminary treaty was therefore
concluded on the day of june
1834 but it was never ratified as the
cherokees were divided some being
in favor of emigration while others
were opposed to it on the day oi01

march a treaty providing for removal
was drawn up with the delegates with
the express stipulation that it should
receive the approval of the cherokee
people in full council assembled in
october following the Cherocherokeeliec people
in full council rejected the treaty but
notwithstanding this it waswag ratified by
the united states senate may 23 1836
and the cherokees were compelled tvto
leave their homes and seek new ones
in the western wilds

the history of the removal of the
cherokees from their eastern homes is
a very sadbad story between sixteen and
seventeen thousand men women and
children left brainard late in the fall
with a winters journey of about half a
year before them the severity of the
weather together with the number of
old and infirm emigrants renrenderedderea
them unable to travel more than
from five to fifteen miles a day As
the season advanced they were attacked
by disease with dreadful fatality A
large number layjay down by the roadside
to die and the great caravan soon be-
came a veritable funeral procession the
average number of deaths reaching
thirteen per day at the end of the
journey the roll was called and over
four thousand personspersona were missing
one fourth of the company having died
by the wayside the survivors were
so80 enraged at those who had been in-
strumental in bringing this calamity
upon them that shortly after their ar-
rival at their destination three of the
leaders of the treaty party were
brutally murdered the old settlers
these of the lower towns who came
west of their own accord re-
fused to acknowledge john bossboise
as their chief audand consid-
erable trouble ensued many murders
resulting at length con-
cluding they could not live in pencepeace
with the rose party the old settlers
sent a delegation into the texas
country to explore furfor a new home
but it went no farther at that time

heretofore the cherokees were under
the government of their chiefs but
now it was decided to make wa change
in this matter and a11 constitution
based on the constitution of the
united states was adopted on the

day of july 1838 under this the
supreme executive power of the nation
toie vested in the principal chief or
governor who Is elected by the popu-
lar vote for a term of four years incasecage of death or removal iromfrom office
hishie position is18 filled by an assistant
principal chief the former recereceivesivell a
salary of 2000 and the latter 1000 perpeg
anoum an executive council orof
cabinet compassedcompocomp seedossed of from three to five
personspersona la18 appoint tdd by the national
council to be at the disposal of the
chief when their servicestsa are reamong other important
I1 officers are the treasurer solicitor
general and auditor the doimer two
receiving 1000 and the latter
per annum

the judicial powers of the nationare vested in supreme circuit and digdie
bricttriot courts the former is couconductedducted
by threeabree judged one of whom is ap-
pointed by the council every twoyears these receive a
salary of per year and hold their
commission for six years the nationnatio
is divided into three judicial circuits
each of which hasbaa a judge elected by
the people with a salary of a year
it is also divided into nine districts
viz canadian illinois sequoyah
flitt delaware goingsnakegoing snakessnake table
quah saline and coo weewed coo wee JIMin
each of which is a district court the
judge being elected for a term of twotac
years at a salary of per year

eachbach district sends to the national
council two senators and from three to
seven representativesrepresentativenj in proportion
topopulation the national capital
is located at tallequahtahlequahTahle quah where the
council meets annually the first mon-
day in november andsand continues from
four to six weeks the legislative bouybooy
Isia divided into two branches the
senate and council and the members
are elected for a term of two Yyearscarsare 5
per day being paid them during at-
tendance the majority of the mem-
bers are cherokeesChero keea by blood thoughh
there are a few exceptions they are
mostly men oiof intelligence their
laws are very good and are more
strictlyatriotly enforced wanthan those of other
tribestribe

at the breaking out of the war of the
rebellion many of the cherokees were
wealthy slave holders and in sympathy
with the south As a COconsequenceDequence aparty was organized under the leader-
ship of stand watie and united with
the southern confederacyConte deracy others
remained joylobalai to the federal govern-
ment and 9 party waswaa organized for itsidill
support chief john roserosa for a time
remained neutral but finally orgorgan-
ized

U
a regiment to assist the contad

they served but ten months
however when not being suppliedliea
with food ata d clothing they all went
over to the north and it was not long
guptil chief ross followed their exam-
ple claiming to have favored the
north from the first but that he hadbad
been overborne by the power of the
confederacy and felt constrained to
save the material interests of hisbis people
from total destruction he was escort
fedbd out of the country by colonel
weirs regiment and we t to phila-
delphia where he remained three
years

in the spring of 1863 after the gov
erdmen hadbad returned the refugees to
their homes in time to plant their
crops stand watie with about eight


