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Their frst treaty with the Uaited
Btates was entered iuto at Hopewell,
‘Boulbh @arolina, November 18, 1785,
and wae the cgommencement of & assl-
fcs of ruinous contracte whereby the
QOhberokees were coerced or forced by
elrcumstances into relinquishing thetr
righte to the land east of the Misgie-
pippi. Many plans and devices were
adopted to deprive Lhrm ol their in-
heritance, and they suffered inhuman
treatment at the bunde of the colonists,
but rarely sought revenge for
theee putrager, until, in 1792, being
driven almust to deaperation, a hody ot
700 warricrs under Jobhn Waltes at-
tacked DBuchappan BStation, near
Nashvlile, Tenn., and probabhly wouju
have reduced it to arhes hud not their
lender fallen benenth hls wounds early
in the attack. Later on, OCavlits
Btation, hear Koncxville, Tenn., was
captured and burned by a force of 1500
braves, Povace was not fully restored
to the border until the summer of 1794,
when Major Ore desttoyed two large
Cherokee towns— Running Water apd
Nickujack.

In the yeayr 1809 the Upper and
Lower Cherpkees began to develop &
difference in tastes and methods of
living. The former were making con.
piderable progress in agricalture, while
the latter, who chicfly eubsisted on the
proceeds of the chase, were becuming
disoentented wilth the growlng ecarcity
ol game, and as A Consequence a party
of the latter sturted for the White
rlver country in Arkunnas, with a view
to finding a better bunting ground. In
‘this they were succeesful, and in eight
years from the date of thelr firat
sottiemment there wers threethousand
members of the tribe located on the
White river and its tributaries. Then
tollowed Lhe trealy of 1817, whereby
the United States government pre-
pented each poor exile Indian with a
rifle, trap and blanket in lea of his
home olaim, snd transporied him wesl
ol the great river to foin bis comrades
and fight the Osages and Quapes, who
were Inceseantly ralding upen the
new comersa, The goverzment had
promised them protaction trom the
bostiles, but refused to interfere until
the rimainder of the Churokees
avalled themselves of the late treaty
and abandoned their homes,

At tbe same time the state offlglale
of Georgla commenced persecuting
thoge wbo remained intheir old homes
snd preesing the United Staten govern-
mewnt to hasten thelr removal from the
atate, An agreement had been entereg
foth in April, 1802, whereby Georgla
ceded to the Uniled Btates certain lande
lying south of the Tennessce and west
of the Chatahouchte rivers, ete., in
consideration of $1,250,000, the [ndian
title tu lands in Ueorgia to he extin-
gulshed on pezceahle snd reasonable
terme, Asthe years went by wilhoul
the fulfillment of the latter part of the
econiract, tbe citizene of Georgin grew
mote and more offensive, and Qover: or
Troups went 8o far as to theeaten the
gecr tary of war with lmpending hloou-
shed if jmmediale action was nol
taken. At thie time there were a lew
white men among tbe Indians labors
ing for their wellare, and they were
arrepted, but those who would promise
not to teturn to the Indisn coantry were
immedliately reieased, Dre. Worcester
and Butlar relused to mukethls promise
and they were thrown into prison.

The United States Supreme Conrt
ordered them to be fiherated, but the
atate o! Georgle at first refused ard it
wae Dol cone for over a yeal aiter-
wards,

In the meantime the final treaty wae
drafted and concluded in December,
1835, Thise trealy was a clear release
of all lands ownoed by the Chervokees
east of the DMisslesippi for the sum of
$5,000,000. Jobn Roes, the pripcipal
chief, who bad been at Wapshington
for three or four winters in ‘the inter-
eats of his people, wns opposrd to the
treaty, and opened a correspondence
with the President in the bope of re-
liet, but obtained none. On the other
hand Andrew Rogs, s member of the
Chbervkee delvgation, who wasin favor
of the emigration, entered Into an
agreement with the commirsioner of
Indian affairs to bring together a suf-
ficlent pumber of leading Cherokees
with whom a treaty could be « ffeoled.
A prelimipnary treaty was therefore
concluded ¢on the 19th day of June,
1834, but It was never ratified, 1s the
CUberokees Wwete divided, some belng
in favor of emigration, while others
were opposed to it. On the 14th day o
March 4 treaty providing for removal
wus dfawn up with the delegates, with
the express sttpulation tbat it ebould
receive the approval of the Cherokee
people in full cpuncil aseembled. In
October fullowlng the Cherokee people
in full couneil rejected the treaty, but
notwithetanding thie It was ratifled by
the Upited Btates Benate May 28, 1836;
and the Cherokees were compgelled tc
leave their homee and seek new opnes
in the western wilds.

The history of the removal of the
Cherokevs from thelr eastern homes la
a very sad story. Between sixteenand
seventeen thousand men, women and
children left Brainard late In the fail
with a winter’s journey ot about balf a
year before them, The severily of the
wenther, together with tbe number of
old and infirm emigrants, renderea
them unsble to travel more than
from five to fifteen miles a day. As
the eenrpu advanced they were attacked
by disease with dreadful Iatality. A
inrge number lay down by the roadsive
to ule, and the great caravanp soon he-
came & verituble [uneral prooession,the
average numbetr of denths reaching
thirteen per day, At the end of the
journey the roll was cailed and over:
four thoussnd persons were tmissing,
one-fourth of the company haviong dieu
by the wayside. The survivors were
so entaged at those who had been In-
sirumental in bringing this calamity
uponk them that shortly after thelr ar-
rival at their destination tbree of tbe
lenders of the trealy party were
brutally murdered, The old settlers,
these pf the lower towns who came

west of thelr opwn accord, re-
fused to acknowledge Jobn Ross
ag thelr abief, and consid-

etablv trouble ensued, many murders
resulting therefrom, At length, con.
cluding they could not live in pence
with the Roess party, the old wsettlers
sent A delegatinn Into the Texas
cvunttry to explore fora new home,
but it weunl no further at that time.
Heretofore the Cherokees were unier
the guvernment of thelr chiefs, but
now It was declded to make a° change
in thie matter, and a coustitution,
based on Lhe Coopstitution of the
United Btates, was ndopted on the 12th
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day of July, 1838. Under this thé
supreme executive power of the nation
is vested §n the principal chief or
governor, who Is elegted by the popu.
lar vote for a term of four years, I'}
cage 0f death or removal from offic
hie position js filled by an assistan
pringipal chief. The foroer receives 3
ealary of $2000 and the latter $1000 puy
anbum. An exeocutive council pp
oahinet compossed of from threeto five
persons {s appointcd by the matlipna]l
council, to be at the uispoeal of the
chiet when thelr serviois are re.
quired, Among other important
c(ftcers are the {reasurer, soligitop
general and unditor, the foimer tweo
receiving £1000, and the latter 3500,
pel AnDUm.

The judicial powers of the nation
are vesled in supreme, clrenit and djg-
trict courts. The former §s condugted
by three judger, one of Whom is ap.
pointed by the connecll every twp
years, These lunctlonaries receive g
salary of 3500 per year, and hold their
commiesion for six years. The patiog
ie ulvided into three judicial cirguiis,
each of which hae & judge, elected hy
the people, with a salary of $600a year,
It 1s njeo divided into nine districts
viz: Capadiaun, I[linois, Sequnyah’
Ftiut, Delaware, Going-snake, 'I‘ahle’.
quah, Ballpe and Coo-wee-coo-wee, 1n
ench of which Ie & district court, the
judge being elected for a terwn of twa
years at a salary of $400 per year.

Esch district sends to the nationa}
council two senators and from three to
seven represvntatives, In proporiion
topopuiation. The national eapital
ls located at Tablequah, whete the
councll meels annuslly the fret Mon.
day in November and, continues irpm
four to pix Weeis, Thé legislative bouy
is divided into two branches—the
penate and council-——and lhe members
are elected for a term of two years, $5.
per day being paid them during at.
tendance, The majorily of the mem..
bers are Ohervkees by blood, thougn
there are a few excepiions, They ure
mostly men ol intelligence. Their
iaws are vety good, und are more
striotly enforced thsn those of pther:
tribes,

At the breaking out of the war of the
Rubellion many of the Cherokees wereg
wenlthy sluveholders and in sympathy
wilh the Bouth, As B coneequence s
parly was organized under tbe lender-
ship of Btand Watle, and united with
the Southern Confederscy. Otherg
remalned loyal tu the KFederal goverp.
ment and ¢ purty was organized for ite
support. Cbutet Jobn Roes tfor s time
remained neutral, but flnally organ-.
Ized a regiment Lo aselst the Confed-
erater. They served hul ten mnoothe,,
bowever, when, not belng supplied
with tood a: d olothing, tbey all went
over to the North, and It wae not long
uptil Chie! Hoss followed thelr exam.

le, gloiming lo have favored tpe

orth from the tirst, but that he had
been overborne by the power of the
QCoulederacy, and felt constralned to
wave the malerial Interests ot his People
from totsl destructivo. He was escorte
ed out of the country by Colonel
Welr’s regiment, and we t to Phila-
delphia, where he remalned three-
FeAars.

In the epring of 18638, after the gov--
ernmen’ had returned the refugees to
their homes in time to plant thefr

crope, SBland Watie, with about elght.



