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anecdote
we quote from the manchester times an

anecdote of the late william grant of the
firm of grant brothers a man remarkable
for the great liberality of his nature amanymany
years ago a warehouseman published a
scurrilous pamphlet in which he endeavor-
ed but very unsuccessfully to hold up the
house of grant brothers to public ridicule
william remarked that the man would live
to repent what he had done and this was
conveyed by some talebearertale bearer to the libel
led who saldsaid oh I1 suppose he thinks I1
shall some time or other be in his debt but
I1 will cake voilgod care of that it happens
howeverlio wever that a man in business cannot al-
ways choose who shall be his creditors the I1

pamphleteer became a bankrupt and theErotbrotherheri hell an acceptance of his which
had been indorsedendorsedindor sed to him by the drawer
who had also become a bankrupt the
wantonly libelled meninen had thus become cre-
ditors of the li beller they now had it in
their power to make him repent of his au-
dacity he could not obtain his certificate
without their signature and without it he
could not enter into business again he
had obtained the number of signatures re-
quired bathebv the bankrupt law except one it
seams folly to hope that the firm of the

whitwhat they who had cruelly been made the
laulaughingstockslaughing

11
hiewI1 stocks of the public forget the

arontaroa and favor the wrongdoerwrong doer hofie des-
pairedired but the claims of a wife and chil-
drenan forced him at lastbast to make the appli-
cation humbled bybv misery he presented
himself at the counting house of the wrong-
ed mr william grant waswag there alone
and hishig first words to the delinquent were
shutshat the door sir sternlyernlyit uttered the

dowdoir wagwa shut and the libeller stood trem-
blingbling

11 before the li belled he told his tale
and produced hishig certificate which was inin-
stantly clutched by the injured merchant
you wrote a pamphlet aagainst us once
exclaimed mr grant the supplicant ex-
pected to see hiabig parchment thrown into

I1 the fire but this was notnoi its destination
mr grant took apena pen and writing some
thin upon the document handedbanded it back to
the bankrupt he poor wretch expected
to see Iroroguecrue scoundrel li beller inscribed
but there was in fair round characters the
aienaignsignaturealtare of the firm we make it a rule
said mr grant never to refuse signing the
certificate of an honest tradesman and we
have never heard that you were anything
elseelge 1 the tears started into the poor mans
eyeseye3 ah said mr grant amymy saying was
tru I1 said you would live to repent writ-
ing that pamphlet I1 did not mean it as a
threthreattt I1 only meant that some day you
would know usii better and be sorry you had
tried to injure us I1 see you repent of it
now 11 1I1 do I1 do said thehe man
11 bitterly repent it well well my dear
fellow vouvoa know us now how do you gotget
on what are you going to dotdo the poor
man stated that he had friends who could
assist him when his certificate was obtain-
ed but how are vou off in the meantime
and the answer waswar that having given
up every farthing to hishia creditors he had

1 been compelled to stint hishia family of even
common necessaries that he might be en-
abled

11 to pay the costcoat of hishia certificate family
I1 my

I1 dear fellow aliis will not do your family
11

ji must not suffer be kind enousenoughh to take
thisthia ten pound note to your wife from me
there there my dear fellow nay dont
cry it will be all wewell1I with youvou yet keep
up your spirits set to work likefike a man and
youon will raise your hhead among us yet
thehe overpowered man endeavored in vain
to express his thanks the swelling in the
throat forbade words he put his handker-
chief to his face and went out of the door

I1 ervingcrying ukelike a child
there was never yet an instance in

I1
which kindness has been fairly exercised
but that it has subdued the enmity opposed
to it its first effort may not succeed any
more than one shower of rain can reclaim
the burburningberninanina desert but let it repeatedly
shed the dew of its holy influence upon theta
revengeful soul and that soul will soon be-
come beautiful with every flower of tender-
ness an individual can no more oppose
thothe kindness which is continually and stead-
ily manifesting itself towards him than he
can fan the flame of violent anger in hishia
soul when the most purepare and charmingarmingcn mu-
sicsic is flooding his senses with its ricaharrich har-
monymony he will as certainly submit to its
winning power as the compass needle
yields to taothe influence of magnetism it is
not in human nature to witwithstandh stand a long
coursecoarse of kindnesskindnem pride and stubborn-
ness may for a time stay the tide of better
feelings like the waters of the stream pent
up by gathering masses of ice but those
betterlibatter feelings will accumulate and in

they break dodownwn pride and stub-
bornnessborn ness and cause the repentrepentantint to ex-
claim like one of old thou that I1
love thee let any person put the question
to his soul whether under any circumstan-
ces he can deliberately resist continued
kindness and aa voice of affection will an-
swer that good is omnipotent in overcom-
ing evil if the angry and revengeful per-
son would only govern his passionspu and
light up the lamp of affeeaffectiontion in his heart

i that it migmightlit stream out in his features and
I1 actions hihe would soon discover a wide dif-
ferenceI1 in his communion with the world
the gentle would no longer avoid him

I1 friends would not approach him with a
frown the weak would no longer meet him
with dread children would no longer shrink
fronifrom him with fear he would find that his
kindness wins all by its smile giving them
confidence and securing their friendship
verily I1 say to yon that kindness is mighti-
er than the conqueror for the conqueror
subdues ononlyly the body kindness subdues
the soul

trizTHE JEWS in reviewing the progress of
judaism in this country one of the hebrew
papepapersrs sayssavo that two new synagogues have been
erected during the past year in new york and
cincinnati two new schools havehare been formed
inin new york and viree congregations in cali-
fornia two or three works on jewish literature
have been publisheded and a new translation of

I1 the bible efforts made for the conversion of
I1 the jews to the faith of other sects are depre
I1

aenied as having been unsuccessful while several
christians have embraced judaism inin new york

I1 albany hartford chicago and other places
it isis estimated that therethem are about jews
inin new york where they have thirteen syna-
goguesI1ig

the largest library in the united states
is that of howardhaoward university including in
all about volumes I1

I1 I1
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the world may boast its pompous power and pride
and humble poverty in scorn deride
its unbounded credit and heaps untold
of boarded wealth and ill acquired gold

for ah too much cfallof all its glitglitteringtring sh iw
wrung from the sweat that pearls the poor mans brow
its towers towns and palaces parade

like rome to vaunt the splendid things its made
the mighty millions of its martial host
may fr it form antheranotheran ther theme for boast
its statesmen heroeshr roes orators divines
around whose brows a wreath of laurel twines
assembled thousands who assume to claim

A potent portion of a worldly fame
mankindNin kind may vaunt their talents or their loreinre

and boast like greece the noble sons she bore

but costs the glory all the ancients gave

fr romes a tyrant aridand the greeksgreekIs a slave
but grangranderder subjects claim the poets pen

and richerblessinblessinggc for the sons of men

frfor from thasthe skieskies a glorgloriousloas angels fl wuwa
and light celestial to mankind has shown
and zionzionsto citiracities have began to rise
in smiling beauty to nis skies
small iniii commencement but the sturdy oak I1

that braves the tormstorm and dares the thunder stroke
I1 was onreonce an acorn thuthuii shall zion rest
unmovednel byb zarfear till tyranustirtyranys re

and time the monarch whose unsparing blade
sweeps towns and towers intoino shade
rnin vain shall whetw bet his rinruthlessbless scythe to mow
or lay thy cities or thy temples low

for berold age can whwb tenfan on thy brow
thy lord shall come whom th it now
oh zion oh thou land of hope and peace

where all contention mmmav for ever cease

where paltry leadsends and puny strife may end
and every man become hisbis fellows friend
A here every shackle shall unfettered be
and all thy children fearless and the free

the ponpou titles of he world unknown
its tinsel glory shall be charmless brwn

its transient pleasures for and unsought
its paltry pomp and canopy be naught
when purity and worth shall wield that sway
that fraud and vice too often roblob todayto day
when christ shillshallsh ill come with messengers otof nameflame

nd take the kingdom and the scepter claim
when oer each dwelling as returns the night
shall retre tint in glory piles of lustrous light
like lofty pillar ofaof a diamond made
wi ere thousand beams each radiant ray repaid

wildest folly to essay to paint
rhe brightest were at best bitbin faint
a single grainsemins inong africa burning sandasands
As single pebblespebble on the oceans strands
As single leaves that in a forest grow

iss single breaths in wildest tem nest mowblow
so shshillill the glory all this world can liestb ast
be midst thy erht immeasurably lost
Gol condas sunssons project a brilliantbrill rint rariyriyty
uartoart dazzling diamondsdin monda into undimmed day
but lost like dewdeiv drops in the oceans swell
Is aviall c that mans tongue can tell
then ohjob furfr otteone may I1 myself unite
amonginong thy sons participate thy light
partake thy labors and myself prepare
to join thy kingdom and thy scepter sharehare

I1 copyright secured

HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

APRIL 1839

the brethren and sisters who had arrivedjr rived
in illinois were begianbeginningi ng to pen their suf-
ferings and losses in missourii ouri the state-
ment of sister smith written by her own
hand I1 will here insert

to whom this may come I1 do hereby
certify that my husband warren smith in
company with several other families were
1110movingving from ohio to missouri we came
to caldwellaldwell0 county whilst we were travel-
ing minding our own business we were
stopped by a mob they told us that if we
went another step they would kill usas all
they took our guns from us as we were
going into a new country we took guns
along with uaad they took us back five miles1

placed a guard around us there kept us three
days and let us go

I1 thought is this our boasted land of lib-
erty for some said we must deny our
faith or they would kill us others said we
should die at any rate

the names of this mob or the headsbeads were
thomas obrien county clerk jefferson
brion william ewell esq and james aus-
tin

ans-
tin all of livingston county after they
let us go we travtraveledled ten miles caniecame to a
small town of one grist mill one
saw mill and eight or ten houses belonging
to our brethren there we stopped for the
night

A little before sunset a mob of three
hundred came upon us the men halloedhallood
for the women and children to runran for the
woods and they ran into an old blacksmith 1

shop for they feared if we all ran togetherI1they would rush upon us and kill the women
and children the mob fired before we had
time to start from our camp our men
took off their hats and swung them and
cried quarter until they were shot the
mob paid no attention to their cries nor en-
treaties but fired alternately

I1 took my little girls my boy I1 could not
find and started for the woods the mob
encircled us on all sides but the brook I1 I1

ran down the bank across the mill- pondmillpond on I1

a plank up the hill into the bushes I1

the bullets whistled all the way like hail
and outcut down the bushes on all sides of us
one girl was wounded by my side and fell 1

over a log and her clothes hung across the 1

logjog and they shot at them expecting they 1

were hittingbitting her and our people afterwards i

outcut out of that log twenty bullets
I1 sat down to witness the dreadful scene

when they had done firing they began to
howl and one would have thought that all
the inferinternalsnalis had come from the lower re-
gions they plundered the principal partart
of our goods took our horses and wwagonsJas
and ran off howling like demons

I1 came down to witness the awful scene
oh horrible what a sight my husband
and one son ten years old lifeless upon the
ground and one son seven years old woun-
ded very bad the ground covered with the
dead these little boys crept under the bel-
lows10 ws in theth shopeshop one I1littleittle boybo7 ten years old
hadbad three wounds in him he lived five weeks
and died he was not mine

realize for a moment the scene it was
sunset nothing but horror and distress the
dogs filled with rage howling over their dead
masters the cattle caught the scent of in-
nocent blood and bellowed a dozen helpless
widows thirty or forty fatherless children
screaming anandaI1 groaning for the loss of their

I1

fathers and husbandsbusbandsI1 the groans of the
wounded and dying were enough to have

melted the heart of anything but a missouri
mob

there were fifteen deplanddeedep dand ten wounded
two died the next day there were no men
or not enough to bury the dead so they were
thrown into a dry well and covered with
dirt the next day the mob came back
they told UP we must leave the state forth-
with or be killed it was cold weather and
they had our teams and clothes burour men all
dead or wounded I1 told them they might
kill me and my children and welcome they
sent to us from time to time if we did not
leave the state they would come and kill
us we had little prayer meetings they
said if we did not stop them they wouldwoul
kill every nianman woman and child we had
spelling for our little children they
said if we did not stop them they would
kill every man woman and child we did
our own milking9 got our own wood no ninman
to help us

I1 started the first of february for illinois
without moneymoney mob all the way
own team sleptsleet out of doors I1 had turfour
small children we suffered hungerhanger fatigue
and cold for what for our religion
where in a boasted land of liberty deny
your faith or die was the cry

I1 will mention some of the names of the
heads of the mob two brothers by the namenaine
of comstock william man benjamin ash-
ley robert white one by the name of rog-
ersI1 who look an old baythe and cut an old
white headed man all to pieces

I1 wish furtherfarther also to state that when the
mob came there as I1 was told by one of
them afterward their intention was to kill
everything belonging to usas that had life and
that after our men were shot down by them
they went around and shot all the dead men
over again to make sure of their lives

I1 now leave it with this honorable gov-
ernment to say what my damages may be
or what they would be willing to see their
wives and egih ildren slaughtered for as I1 have
seen inmyy husband son and others

I1 lost in property by the mob to goods
stolen fifty dollars one pocketbookpocket book and
fifty dollars cash notes damage of horses
and time one hundred dollars one gun ten

I1 dollars in short my all whole damagesdamage
are more than the state of missouri isia worth

written bybv my own hand this day
of Aapril 1839 AMANDA SMITH

Qquincyu incy adams county illinois
thus are the cries of the widows and the

fatherless aRcenascendingdinc to heaven howflow long
0 lord wilt thou chotnot avenge the blood of
the saints I1

friday elders turley and darkclark
had traveled out a few miles when an axle-
tree broke and br darkclark had to go to rich-
mond after some boxes which hindered
them some daysdavs

saturday the last of the saints
left far west I1

sunday I1 had still continued my
journeyney

monmonday we continued on our bour
ney both by night and by day and after
suffering11 much fatigue and hunger I1 arriv-
ed in quincy illinois amidst thetife congratu-
lations I1

of my friends and the embraces of
my family whom I1 found as well as could
be expected considering what they had been
called tto endure before leaving missouri
I1 had paid the lawyers at richmond thirty
four thousand dollars in cash lands fcc

one lot which I1 let them have in jackson
county for seven thousand dollars they
were soon offered dollars for it but
would not accept it for other vexatious
suits which I1 had to contend againstf the
few months I1 was in this state I1 paid law-
yers fees to the amount of about sixteen
thousand dollars making in all about fifty
thousand dollars for which I1 received very
little inin return for sometimes they were
afraid to act on account of the mob and
sometimes thetheyy were so drunk as to inca-
pacitatepaci tate them for business butbat there were
a few honorable exceptions

among those who have been the chief in-
strumentsst and leading characters in the un-
paralleled persecutions againstI1 the churechurch
of latter daydav saints the following stand
conspicuous viz generals clark wilson
and lucas colonel price and cornelius
gilliamOi lliam captain bogart also whose zeal in

I1

tilethe cause of oppression findand injustice was
unequalledunequalled and whose delightdel baht has88 been to
rob murder and spread devastation among
thothe saints ilehe stole a valuable horse sad-
dle and bridle from me which cost two
hundred dollars and then sold the same to
general wilson on understanding this I1 I1

applied to general for the horse I1

who assured me upon the honor of a gen-
tleman

I1

and an officer that I1 should have
the horse returned to me but this broinpromiseme
has not been fulfilled

all the threits murders and robberies
which these officers have been guilty of are
entirely looked over bv the executive of thaahn
state who to hide his own iniquity must
of coursecoarse shield and protect those whom he
employed to carry into effect hishie murderous
nurooses

I1 waswaa in their hands as a prisoner about
six months but notwithstanding their deter-
minationmi n to destroy me with the xrestett of myMV
brethren who were with me and although
at three different times asaa I1 was intinformedormed
we were sentenced to be shot without the
least shadow of law as we worewere not milita-
ry men aud had the time and place aap
pointed for that purpose yet through tethe
mereymercy of god in answer to the prayers of
the saints I1 have been preserved and deliv-
ered out of their hands and can againagain en-
joy the society of my friends and brethrenbrethren
whom I1 love and to whom I1 feel united in
bonds that are stronger than death and in
a state where I1 believe the laws are res-
pected

1

and whose citizens are humane and
charitable

duringdaring the time I1 was in the hands of my
enemies I1 must say that although I1 felt
great anxiety respecting mmy family and
friendsfrienda who were so inhumanlyinhumaninhumanlyTy treated and
abused and who had to mourn the loss of
their husbands and children who had been
slain and after having been robbedof near-
ly all that they possespossessed be driven from
their homes and forced to wander as stran-
gers inin a strange country in order that they
might save themselves and their little ones
from the destruction they were threatened
with in missouri yet as far as I1 was con-
cerned I1 felt perfectly calm and resigned
to the will of my heavenly father I1 knew
my asaa well asaa that of the saints
and that we had done nothing to deserve
such treatment from the hands of our op-
pressorspres sors consequently I1 could look to that I1

the hearts of allmen in hiehishandshands

1 and who hadbad saved me frequently from the
gates of death for deliverancedeliverane and notwith-
standing

th
that every avenue of escape seemed

to be entirely closed and death stared me
in the face and that my destruction was de-
terminedtermined upon as far as man was concerned
yet from my first entrance into the camp I1
felt an assurance that I1 with my brethren
and our families should be delivered yes
that still small voice which has so often
whispered consolation to my soul in the
depth of sorrow and distress bade me be of
good cheer and promised deliverance which
gave me great comfort and aethol the
heathen raged and the people imagined
vain things yet the lord of hosts the god
of jacob was my refuge and when I1 cried
unto him in the day of trouble he delivered
me for which I1 call upon my soul and all
that is within me to bless and praise his
holy name for altho I1 was troubled on
iveryevery side yetet not distressed perplexedkerpl aed but
not in despair persecuted but not forsaken
cast down but not destroyed 52

the conduct of the saints under their ac-
cumulated wrongs and sufferings has been
praiseworthy their courage in defending
their brethren from the ravages of the mobs
their attachment to the cause of thundertru
circumstances the most and distress
ing which humanity can possibly endure
their love to each other their readiness to
afford assistance to me and my brethren
who wera confined in a dungeon their sac-
rifices in leaving missouri and assisting the
poor widows and orphans and securing
them houses in a more hospitable land all
conspire to raise them in the estimation of
all good and virtuous men and has secured
them the favor and approbation of jehovah
and a name as imperishable as eternity
and their virtuous deeds and heroic actions
while in defence of truth and their breth-
ren will bobe fresh and blooming when the
names of their oppressors shall be either
entirely 1forgottenorgotten or only remembered for
their barbarity and cruelty

their attention and affection to me while
in prison will ever be remembered by me
and when I1 have seen them thrust away and
abused by the jailer and guard when they
came to doao any kindkin d offices and toio cheer our
minds while we were in the gloomy prison
house gave me feelings whichchic I1 cannot des-
cribe while those who wished to insult and
abuse us by their threats and blasphemous
langulanguageaze were applauded and had every
encouragement given them

however thank god we have been de-
livered and although some of our beloved
brethren have had to seal their testimony
with their blood and have died martyrs to
the cause of truth yet

short though bitter was their pain
everlasting is their joy

let us not sorrow as those without hope
the time isia fast approaching when we shall
see them again and rejoice together without
being afraid of wicked men yes those
who have slept in christ shall he bring with
him when he shall come to ba glorified in
his saints and admired byall those who be-
lieveebubuu to take vengeance upon his ene-
mies and all those who obey not the 9gospel

at that time the hearts of the widows
and fatherless shall be comforted and every
tear shall be wiped from off their faces
the trials they have had to pass throughh
shall work together for their good and jrepre-
pare them torfor the society of those who have
come up out of great tribulation and have
washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the lamb

marvel not then if you are persecuted
but remember the words of the savior the
servant is not above his lord if they have
persecuted me they will persecute you also1180
and that all the afafflictionsfictions through which the
saints have to pass are in fulfillment of the
words of the prophets which have spoken
sincesince the world began

we shall therefore do well to discern the
signs of the times as we pass alongalone that the
day of the lord may not overtake usug as a
thief in the night afflictions
eions

i imprisonments and deaths we mustmast
expect according to the scriptures which
tell us that the blood of those whose souls
were auder the altar could not be avenged
on therathem that dwell on the earth until their
brethren should be slain as they were

if these transactions hadbad taken place
among barbarians under the authority of a
despot or in a nation where a certain re-
ligion is established according to law and
all others proscribed then there migmightht have
been some shadow of defence offered but
carlcan we realize that in a land which is the
cradle of liberty and equal rightsand where
the voice of the conquerors who had van-
quished our foesfaie had scarescarcelyelv died anavaway
upon ouroar ears where we brequefrequentlynelv mingled
with those who had stood amidst the bat-
tle and the breeze and whose arms have
been nerved in the defence of their country
and liberty whose institutions are the theme
of philosophers and poets and held up to
the admiration of the whole civilized world

scenes
we were surrounded a persecution the most

I1 unwarrantable was commenced and a trag-
edy the most dreadful was enacted by a

I1 large portion of the inhabitants of one of
I1 those free and independent states which
comprise this vast republic and a deadly
blow was struck at the institutions for which

I1 our fathers had fought many a hard battle
and for which many a patriot had shed his
blood and suddenly was heardbeard amidst the
voicevorce of joy and gratitude for our national
liberty the voice of mourning lamentation
and woe yes in this land a mob regard-
less of those laws for which sosd much blood
had been spilled dead to every feeling of
virtue and patriotism which animated the
bosom of freemen fell upon a people whose
religious faith was different from their own
and not only destroyed their homes drove
them away and carried off their property
but murdered manymant a freebornfree born son of amer-
ica a tragedy11

which has no parallel inin
modern and hardly in ancient times even
the face of the red man would be ready to
turn pale at the recital of it it would have
been some consolation if the authorities of
the state had been innocent in this affair
but they are involved in the guilt cherof
and the blood of innocence even of children
cry for vengeance upon them

I1 ask the citizens of this vast republic
whether such a state of things is to bee suf-
fered to pass unnoticed and the hearts of
widows orphans and patriots to be broken
and their wrongs left without redress no
I1 invoke the genius of our constitution I1
appeal to the patriotism of americans to

stop this unlawful and unholy procedure
and pray that god may defend this nation
from the dreadful effects of such outrages

Is there not virtue in the body politickpolitic
will not the people rise up in their majestymajestT
and with that promptitude and zeal which isis
so characteristic of them discountenance
such proceedings by bringingbringign the offenders
to that punishment which thethey so richlynrichly de-
serve and save the natnationn fromrom thattha dis-
grace and ultimate ruin which otherwise
must fall it

JOSEPH SMITH jr
elder markham hadbad closed his businessbusin ess inin

jackson and returned to far west having
been chased by the mob on horses at full
speed as far as the river for the purpose
of shooting him brother markham tarried
in and near far west until the

on mymv arrival at quincy I1 found the
brethren bad been diligent in preparing for
an investigation of their wrongs in missouriAlis I1

as the following letters will show
burlington iowa territory arrajapril

1839 dear sir I1 hherewith encencloseose two
letters one addressed to the president of the
united states and one to governor shan-
non of ohio As the object sought by youyon
is an investigation into the facts connected
with your misfortunes I1 have thought it the
most prudent course to efrainrefrain from an ex-
pression of an individual opinion in the
matter relative to the merits or demerits of
the controversy I1 sincerelyrely hope that you
maymav succeed in obtaining a general investi-
gation into the cause and extent of your suf-
feringsfe and that you may obtain from the
government that attention which is your
due as citizens of the united states

ROBERT LUCAS
boet sidney rigdon 11

ic burlington iowa territory april
1839 to hishia excellency martin van bu-
ren president of the united states sir
I1 have the honor to introduce to your ac-
quaintance the bearer boet sidneyI1 riorig-
don who was for many yearsyears a citizencitizen cafof
the state of ohio and a firm supporter of
the administration of the general govern-
ment

doctor rigdon visits washington as I1
am informed as the representative of a com-
munity of people called mormonscormonsMor mons to solicit
from the government of the united states
an investigation into the causes that led to
their expulsion from the state of missouri
together with the various circumstances
connected with that extraordinary affair

I1 think it due to that people to state that
they had for a number of years a communi-
ty established in ohio and that while in that
state they were as far as I1 ever heard
believed to be an industrious inoffensive
people and I1 have no recollection of having
ever heardbeard of any of them being charged in
that state as of the laws

with sincere respect I1 am your abt
ROBERT LUCAS

burlington iowa territory april
1839 to his excellency wilson shannon
governor of the state of ohio sir I1
have the honor to introduce to your ac-
quaintance doctor sidney rigdonigdonIl who was
for many years a citizen of ohio doctor
rigdon wishes to obtain from the general
government of the united states an inves-
tigationti into the causes that led to the ex-
pulsion of the people called mormonscormons from
tilethe state of missouri together with all the
facts connected with that extraordinary af-
fair this investigation it appears to me
is due them itsas citizens of the united states
as well as to the nation at larmelarge

any asassistancesistan ce that you can render the
doctor towards accomplishing that desira-
ble

t5

object will be gratefully received and
duly appreciated by your sincere friend and
humhumbleble servant ROBT LUCAS

far west mo april 1839 sisirr
the summit end of mrr bensons milldammill dam
was carried away by the late freshet and
unless repaired it will all go the next

the committee have gone and if father
smith would send me a power of attorney
in connection with mr bensons and cor
rills I1 have a chance to sell it before it is
all lost maybe I1 might save the old gentle-
man something which I1 promised hyrum I1
would do if possible because they have now
need will you have them do soso

W W PHELPS
to john P green quincy illinois
all this dadayy I1 spent in greeting and re-

ceiving visits from mymv brethren and friendafriend
and truly it was a joyful time

wednesday elder parley P pratt
and his fellow prisoners were brought be-
fore the grand jury of ray county at rich
mondanamondand darwin chase and norman shear-
er were dismissed after being imprisoned
about six months mrs phelps who had
been with her husband inin prison some days
hoping he would be released now parted
with him and with her little infant started
for illinois the number of prisoners at
richmond was now reduced to four king
follet having been added about the middle
of april he was dragged atom his distressed

as were
thusthas of all the prisonersprisoners which were taken
at an expense of two hundred thousand dol-
lars only two of the original ones who be-
longed to the church now remained mr
gilb having denied the faifaithth to try to savesave
his life these were morris phelps and par-
ley P pratt all who were let to bail were
banished from the state together with those
who bailedbaided them

thus none are like to havebave a trial by law
but pratt and phelps and they are without
friends or witnesses in the state elders
darkclark and turley met alpheus cutler brig-
ham young orson pratt george A smith
john taylor wilford woodruff john E
page daniel shearer and others going up
from quincy to far west to fulfilfulfill the rev-
elation on the and darkclark and turley
turned and went back with them

elder markham visited at tennessTen grove
this evening I1 met the church in council

minutes of a council held in quincy on
the day of april A D 1839 when
president joseph smith jr was called to
the chair and br A ripley chosen clerk

after prayer by the chairman elder john
P greene arose and explained the object of
the meeting A document intended for pub-
licationli was handed in touching certain
things relative to disorderly persons who
have or may represent themselves as bibelong-
ing

long
to our church which document was ap-

proved by the council after which it was
resolved firstly that president joseph

smith jr bishop knightsabts and brother A
ripley visit the iowa territory immediate
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ly for the purpose of making a location for
the church

resolved second that the advice of the
conference to the brethren in general is
that as many of them as are able move
north to commerce as soon as they possibly
can

resolved third that all the prisoners be
received into fellowship

resolved fourth that brother
be appointed clerk pro terntem

resolved fifth that father smiths case
relative to hisbis circumstances be referred to
the bishops

resolvedKesolved sixth that br rogers receivereceive
some money to remunerate him for his ser-
vices in transacting business for the church
in missouri A RIPLEY clerk

thursday I1 accompanied the com-
mittee to iowa to select a location for thothe
saints elder markham returned from ten
n ey s grove to far west waiting thothe arriv-
al of the brethren from quincy

A DISCOURSE
by president brigham young at a meeting

orof elders and high priests in the

april ath 18521952 at sixnix
pm being the second day of the spring
conference
it may be considered that we areaare a mixed

congregation consisting of bishopsbishop seventies
high priests elders the twelve and first presi-
dency but I1 consider we are strictly speaking
a aeetimeetingng of the elders of israel for if we were
to be insinstructed in the dutiesdutiesfof any one of these
quorquorumsqu tims that instruction would be equally good
for all

this vast concourse of persons are all elders
in israel with but a very lewfew exceptions for
there are some priests teachers and deacons
present but not a great many the greater
portion of the male members of this community
are elders in the church and as elders we are
to be instructed sosa as to obtain an
of all things pertaining to our duty

we have heard and felt sufficient to know
that the wisdom which is to be obtained
inin this kingdom is more satisfactory to us than
tthehe boasted wisdom of the world this is ap-
preciatedpreciated by ahe majority of this assemblyly if
not by all the knowledge possessed by this
people is of more value than all the knowledge
of the world put together and infinitely greater
in this kingdom you will find the root of all

I1 science and that too in men who have not
been taught the sciences after the manner of
the world they understand the origin of sci-
ence and can trace it through the life of man
much to their satisfaction let any man who

i possesses the holy ghost though never taught
the sciences but a very little hear a learned
man exhibit the principles of any he
understands the origin aniland proper bearings of
the subject treated upon by the speaker through
he increased rays of that light which ligh teth
every man that cometh into the world this is
to us aa matter of no little satisfaction

I1 have many cogitations with regard to this
work of the last days and thehe prosperity of this
kingdom yet I1 have learned years ago that the
lord stands at the helm that guides zion s ship
he is its dictator and unless we work exactly
to the line that is marked out by him our works
will be in vain this has been my experience
from the beginning in every branch and
avenue of our lives we must learn to work to
te line of truth it is for us to know what ought
to be done and then do it though should there
be no eartearthlylily prospect of accomplishing it we
can certainly try and if we try with all our
inistini lit that act will prove at least a resolute and
determined mind adorned with patience and
perseverance and if with all our resolutete
en deavours we are still unable to accomplish
our purpose the lord willill be very licely to
sareth forth his hand and give the victory

perhaps before we get through with this con-
ference we shall ask such a favor of the bishops
asaa we asked of them last conference which
wasas granted to the letter and that most rigor-
ously the brethren are rigorous wilh them-
selves for they have paid their tithing wil
bingly and I1 do not know that the bishops have
had to urge them any to the fulfilmentfulfillment of this
duty however some on the first reflection
thought it seemed impossible for them to com-
ply withwilh it and some thought that our request
was inconsistent but with a little molemoie mature
reflection with a little faith and prayer they
broubroughtlit themselves directly to obedience I1
think this hashaq been almost universaluniversally the case
VI1 we should now call upon the bishops for a
favor it would be to grant usits a little assistance
with rega d to our purr hasingbasing and laying inin
lumber nails glassglaiss and other merchandise to
supply our future wants I1 wish each ward to
bear theirheir share in this matter I1 mention it
that the bishops nay be alert inin their feelings

now arf threnthien can we fight against and sub-
due ourselves that isis the greatest difficulty
we ever encountered and the most arduous war-
fare we ever engaged inin this will apply most
perfectlyaly to the brethren who have gathered
withwilh the saints when we are out inin the world
we preach faith and repentance so that the
saints bring the knowledge of first principles
withith them to the gathering place your next
step isis to enter into the study of this A man
MRYmay learn letters and study all the variousvarious
branches of scholasticholisticsc education to the day of
his death but if hebe does not attain to strict self
di cipline his learning will not amount to much
the catalogue of man s discipline hebe must com-
ppileie himself he cannot be guided by any rule
that others mamayy lay down but isis placed under
the necessity of trtracingaring it himself through every
avenue of his lirelife he isis obliged to catechize and
tintamt am himself for he knows his own disposition
the best its fortified and unfortified carls he
ir therefore the most fit to school himself until
every particle of the man isis brought into sub-
jection to the law of christ

when you hadbad obeyed the first ordinances of
the gospel then you discovered that the lord
had set his hand to gather israel that zion
might be built uptip and isrnelisrael gathered from the
four winds these doctrines h ve been taughttaughtt
and rer taught arainagain and again I1 thinkthink cherethere
is not a man here who did not fully understand
ahthem while in his native country there may be
a few exceptions among those who have by
chance fallen into the society of the saints at
the gathering place where their first acquaint-
ancean e wswas formed and uw have not
had the same opportunity of hearing the first
principles as others have had in the world now
we enter this school to be planed squared and
polished

suppose we admit of milice anger ardad
wrath in our hearts steep ourselves in wicked-
ness by taking the name of god in vain by
entering into every kind of outbreak and trans-
gressiongres sion by defiance to every wholesome law
by neglecting our families physically mentally
and morn lly and by neglecting our brethren
and ourselves our former repentance and bap-
tism for the remission of our sins will not profit
us through indulging in sin afterwards but all
our former sins will again be upon us and we
mmutu t atone for the whole then let us cleave
ununtot0 righteousness learn to do well and con-
tinue to do so all theibe days of our lives that our
former sins may not stand against us this is
our duty

if every person in the community would cor-
rect

I1

their own errors each day they live the
errors of the whole would continually be effec-
tually corrected for where is there a roanman
who by preaching on a text from the bible or
bookbok of mormon can correct the faults of the
people that may be done until they go into
their graves and little or no good result from it
I1 mean tot correct my own faults and it is for
you to do the same it is an individual business
over which each man must preside until every
fault in our whole lives is corrected and we
are sanctified beabeforeore the lord

ifyour neighbor suffersbuffers his cattle or Vwo ahil


