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LOCAL AND OTHER MATTERS.
Fax Poeapesr's Rervas. —President
Youosy asd pariy, afler an abseace of aboul

twu monibs fromm this elty, ona mlo.+

tour

ia e exiremué southern portions of
returned this aftlermcon.
(heir abwence Lhey have travelled
ttwelve bundred miles, snd have en-
manlered wmuch severe and snowy weather,

wh must have rendered Lheir journey-

e ollenllmes far more tollsome than
However, 1he laiter ls
cousiderstion with President Young
duty has to be attended to, as Is
vl Ly the faof of him undertaking
wia Jouraey at bis sdvanced age -uearly
sevealy yoass—al sadh an unsetiied portioa
« WD Yeas.
Since Liey lefl Lthe ¢ily ramors of varions
'
i

the Tlerriiorsy,
I';‘.r;‘

D
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Bimansrable, of

- lag Ak
w hen
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v andd charscters have beem Industri-
y citvulated, 1he falsity of which has
1 domalisgrsted by their reception to-
iv.  The dewmonsirations of welcome
tiended o the President on his retara

Ls alternooa are suggestive of one fact—
nacsely et though svwe here have proved
faise wid reurvant W every principle of
hosor, sid rotelly regardiess of truih, the
empoarity still retaswaDer thal they are Lai-
Lur shay Salnis, snd are remdy to do bowor
o Bbim Wiheo stisuds 82 Lhe Lend of the King-

i ulf o upon the sarth, whose whole

| rote

cusirse throug lie bas shown that the in- |

teresis of Lhat klogdom esnd of ils Lrue-
benrted citiamns are Bret with him.

The maniiestations of welouvme extended

s FPresideat Young on his recarn to-day
WBre nevyer eore nuimerous and sathusias-
L vitiswas of all classos, and ln very greal
1l here secom panied by bands of musio
tivd bhundredas of Sanday Soboul children
Kivieg the mont nneguiveoeal expressions

Lawir Joy and glediess at his re-appear-
ance lu Woeir midsl,. We wake very greatl
plewsure in chroalcling the fact,

AFoLoaY Ibe dmpatches (rom the East
this mornieg #ere unasually abuadant and
lateresting, bat Lk of spaces to-day crm-
we regret o say, o condense =
large portioa of them. UOur resders may
BOS s much regret this, bec vase of the very
interesting Jiscourse by Elder Pratt, in to-
day's puper, ou the Diviae Authenticity of
the Doog of Mormon; but wo feel soma con-

pois ww,

corm lor bhe rewders of our local cotempora-
Flosd Lhoy, of course, have not the disouurse,
aivl 9 they are all ynder olligation to the
NEwa l(ur telograpbio matier, thelir renders
Wilh Lo Very likely o fenl 1Lhe pro-sure

wurse Lhan curs. Oo Mooday our space
WL sgain sualie us o lay the dispsiches
wiury Loe puoiee in fal, aod we trust that
bhe anuoyance thus ovcusioned will not be

sefiviie. YW woaboulkd Bet bave oalled atten-
L Lo Laes weaites, fOr our charity isbound
e A LY cutémn poraries’ conwsclen-
Liusiems sov s (0o siall toscvord the ored -
i, Bsually yiven by the honorable porious
MLk press, we think that modesty shoald
Boe farbud us clalming sor the NEws that (o
which it w righafully entitled.

Ju¥eniLe [sstRvcroa.-—The second

nadmber of this interemting paper s out and
s remdy lor delivery, Ita contents are
Yaried and sttractive, and writtea ln a style
to please and lustract its readers, The
basiness of the paper is in sach coodition
Lhul it editor lnds (& necessary to reguire

Lhose who wish to take this volume to ca |
aé vhw illve an oF o mak® ar-
FaL geiie b tlarowgh Lie aygents, wasless the y
Bave wirwsdy o cue so. 1, throuagnh any

L WL Deadr | Dy,

TR bowhghlh o¢, Lises pobg @¢ u bl e ghup‘-‘| where
I8 Das Dwown setor (Ded Gir, he will take
Ploasiire 0 haviug ceorroctod gpon beia g
i ¢ laoid wod  Lie Fieg

T L. Has boeon
irvated with mwore sonlempt sad dersion
than any ciber bool, probably, of either
i or spodern Mmmes. The reascons for
this are varivus, the strongest belng the
distnciination va the part of Christeadom
to revwive anyibing but the Bible and New
Testament as divine. The Latter day
Saints bhave Luorne testimony of Lthe divine
sulbeativity of this record for the last forty
yoars; and alibcugh their testimony is
soulfed ut, the satbhorship having been ae-
sigued 1o oue Spaaldisg, and W other sour-
Cus pijually as rrlicalous, ey kDow Lhat
L wv e bn Paver of the cialms of the
diviee ufigiu of tas Dook are tar greater

i Lheone (Bat are sciduced jor any oiber
bowk, e Blie Bl 63 ve pied Persooe in-

Wwiemal 10 thin sulyevt ay Grd o Tund of

b bor taation o relss 0o Lo it in the wurk ol
Elder Urson Pradl, satitied *"Tohe Divioe
Auvibentily of e Book of Mormon, ’
g wl e American [odiass has
Eivew fise kb sudlived specu lation, and to all
aicept e Laler-tlay Saints, 5 s siill
shsvuded (0 lmpeasirable mystory. The
Hovk of Murwen explains U tells who
they are, wheuwoe oy came, and gives a
cut plete histury of thelr progesitors. The
eX plauative Lhus aifurded, s of course, re-
Jectiad Dy Le world] Dot L s Deveribeless
irue. Lo whis cunnectioa we refer all, \nte
w hone Bauds Lhis sdmber of the N xWs may
fall, w e discoarse of Elder Pratt, which
Kevalaos, Lhers may be found evidence
s ppuriivg the clalms of the Buok of Mor-
Miosts, BUlGvewtly stroug, we think, to con
vieve lue mont skepiloal, and which, so far
A Wo are aware, has never beflore appeared
ia priant

Prriopicats—Giodey's “Lady's Book"
for May, and Haney's “Journal™ can be

obtained st the Rallway News Depot, East
Tem ple Street.
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[REFORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS.]

It has failen tomy lot to speak to the

m— cougregation this afiernoon,and I hum-

| bly hope snd trust that, through your
faith sud prayers, I may bo assisted by
the Comforter,the Holy Ghoat, In speak-
ing to your edification; and I ssk my
Heavenly Fatber, in the name of Jesus
Christ, that He will pouar oat upon me
that spirit which giveth ullerance and

enlighteneth the nnderstandiog that I
may be able to edify all who hear me.
Forty years have passed away since
the Church was organizsed. We held
Coufersuce here on Wedneaday last, in
commemorstion of that eventful period
in the bistory of our race, for It ls a pe-
riod that we cousider very eveatful in
our bistory and ian the history of Lhe
world: and we have no doubt in our
own minds that the Lord looks upon it
in the semos light, for He ls interested
more (bhag avy olher person poasibly
ean be in the salvation of the human
faruliy. Aud as He has ret Limes in
His own miond for the performance of
His owa purposes, He no doubt chose
the 8th day of April, 1830, as the sel
| timue for the urganizaiion, or the begln-
irg of an organisstion or kingdom that
| should have vo eud.

All gwovernmeuls which bave
| bitherto had a place on our earth, ex-
| cepting tlhose uow in existence, have

bad an end, Human governments have

l;'lv"

been very changeabile in their pature.

I'ne Lord has ralsed up a nation bere
' and & pation there, a Kingdom here and
‘& kingdom there, and He has suffered
shem to live and Naurish for a few coen-
| turivs, mod some, perhape, even for one
| or two thousand years; then He bas
caused them (o pass away. But He
spoke to His aucieut servant, who |s
called Daniel, whose prophecy is written
in this book, (the Bible) and said that
in the latter days He would set up a
government or kKingdom which should
have no eud, This goverunment will
differ from all preceding governments
set up from the Creation down to
the period of ite estahlishment. Daniel
says it shall become universal aud sball
cover the whole earth, He calls the
citizens of that government Salots, He
bebeld that the stone cul out of Lhe
mountain without: bands should roll
orth and become & great mountain and
fill the whole earth, and that all earthly
governments, kingdoms and empires
should becouwe like the chaflof the sum-
mer threshing floor,aud no place should
be found for them; while the stone that
was cut oul of the mountains should
have dominion over the wbhole earth,
and the Saints of the Most High should
nave dominion under the whole hea-
veu.

Now there will have to be a begin-
nivg to that work, The Lord will not
miake stuchh & wopderful revolution =ns
e one | bave named, all In one day,
or im one year. Jesus made His ap-
pearance o Lhe earth in the meridian
of e, aud He establistied riis kivg-
l’oi[u.l!‘l the earth. Butto fulfill apcient
pruphecies the Lord suflered®that king-
dom o be uprooted; lo other wordas, Lthe
sipgdoms of this world made war
agalnst the Ringdom of God, establishied
eighleen cenluries ago, sud they pre-
valled against it, and the kKingdom ceas-
od to exist. The great veast that John
saw made war with It and prevalled
sgaiost it, nod buman lostitutiouos,
without propheta or luspired men,
usurped the place of the anclient King-
Jom of God. Bat God has promlised
that the latter-day kiugdom shall
stand for ever. 1‘1100;!! the beavens
aud earth Les wrapped logether as a
scroll and pass away yet the kiogdom
that was to be sel up in the latter days
will have no end, but will prevall
among all people under Lthe heavens
and will have deminlioa for one thous-
and years, Aflter that, when the earth

passes away, Lhe kiogdom will be
caughtup; t& will not perish, be anunibi-
inted or overcome, but be caugbt up
into the heavens while the earth ias
underguing its jast change: and when
the Luid sbhall resurrect the earth, the
same as He will our bodles, aud make
it » new earth, wherein shall dwell
rightecusness, Heo will then bring down
out of heaven to the new earth this
intter-day kingdom, with all the for-
mer kiagdoms that He has bullitup in
other dmpensations, and they willstand
for ever, for the new earth will never
ARAWAY.

The destiny of all governmentis es-
tablished by numan wisdom is to
away, The great nation of the Uuited
Siates, one of the best goveromeutls ever
organised by humau suthority on the
earth, so Iar ms our knowledge goes,
must pass away In many of its ures,
The only way for safety to the people of
the government of the United States is
pent of their sins, turn away from
all their iniquities, recelve the gospel
of the Son of God and become citizens
of that ki whioh is to endure for
ever; then all the great and glorious

principles lncorporated in this great re-

blle will be lncoaawuod in the
ff..-u- of God and r—rvd. ) |
mean the ples of civil and relig-
tous li z Iy, and all other
good princi that are conlained in
that great instrument framed by our

— ———— —

This Is what we belleve; and it is the
sinocere belief and faith of the Latter-
duy Baints that we are in that King-
dom. It lstrue that our King s sow
absent: He is in the heavens. Buat we
ex Him agalp; we look for Him
and He will come im His own due time.
The day when He will come He has
not revealed to any of the inhabitants
of the earth, neither will He do so, for
the Lord has told us in & certain revela-
tion, recorded in the Doectrine and
Covenants, that no one should have it
revealed to them; bui this mueh God
bas revealed, —that this Kingdom which
He has organized on the earth has been
organized preparatory to the day of the

dayw and three nights of darkness
cleared off, and it was in tl:- l'_:n{:-
That shows that, according e
, the crufixion must
the morning.
this a contradiction
petween the Book of Mormon and the
New Testament?”’
it would really be a contradic-
n, the four Evangelists place it
from twelve, to three in the afternoon,
while the ‘‘Book of Mormon'’ says in
the morning. An unlearned person,

pg this discre ¢y, would say,
:.!dcof.lm. that botg books cannot be
true. If the Book of Mormon be
true the Dible can not be; and if the
Bible be true the Book of Mormon

comlug of our Lord from the heavens.
Heace in organiziog this kingdom He
has restored all the essential character-
istics of His Kingdom ‘in its embryo,
or its beginniong: such as inspired men,
lospired prophets, inspired leaders,
cal by revelation to actin different
positions.

Now there is something very peculiar
indeed in setting up the Kingdom of
God in regard to the time. I told you
in the commencewent of my remarks
thatthe Lord gonerally had set times to
accomplish His purposes. It can be
remsonably ionferred, according to the
revelatious that we have in the Book
of Mormouw, that God orgamized His
Kipgdows, precisely to a day, 1500 years
after Ltue erucifixivn. Of course we do
pot learn this directly from the ' Book
of Mormop;" but we leara enough
there of data on which to found a cal-
culation. Wo learn not only from this
book, but also from the antiquities of
the Jews, fromm the New Testament,
from bhistorinns and from some of the
Mosaic rites tha, Jesus waus crucitied
about tbhe time of the Passover, and
tunt happeued some Liwe nfter Lhe ver-
oal equinox; and that 1533 years had
pussed from the time of the birth of qur
sSavior before the orgauization of this
latter-day EKingdom.

The way we come at this is by the ac-
count given in the Bookof Mormou,
We tind that the auncient Israslites on
this coutinent bad a sign glven of the
exact time of the crucifixion and a
revelation of the exact time of the
Savior’s birth, aud scvording to their
reckoniog, they made him thirty-three
years aod 8 little over three days old
from the thme of Iiis birth to the time
that He hung upon the cros«. ‘There ia
no doubt that the year of the ancient
laraeiites, who jnhavited this coutinent,
Jiffered a lttle to leugth lrom our years;
for they probably reckoued their's
somewhat miter the manuer of the
Jows, at Jerusalem, and the Jews hgl
formed their reckouing from the Egyp-
tinns, amopng whom they dwelt some
four hundred years., The Egyptiaus
reckoned three hundred and sixty-five
days to the year; but thesucient Israel-
ites on this continent, according to the
records of the early Spanish historiaus,
did wpot consider that three hundred
and sixty-five days made up afull year,
aod heuce at the end of every lifty-two
yeurs they added thirteen days, which
is equivalent to addipg one day every
four years, the same as we do. fesuch,
were Lhe reckoniong of the aancient
Nephites then thirty-three years and
three days of their time had passed
away between the time of the Bavior's

t be.
“i“l;: pot know that anybody ever

t up this objaction, for 1 do uot
tlz?:ghthoypovor thc?ught.ofit. I do not
| think that the Prophet Joseph, who
] translated the book,ever thouﬁ t of this
app srent discrepancy. “But,’”’ saysone,
] “how do you account for it being in the
'mornining in America and in the after-
poon in Jerusalem?’ Bimply by the
differcnee in longitude. This would
make a difference of time of several
hours; for when it would be twelve at
'poon in Jerusalem it wouldonly be half
pust four in the morning in the! orth-
west part of South America, where the
Book of Mormon was then being
written. BSeven and a halfhours differ-
' ence in longitude would accounefur this
apparent discrepancy; and if the Book
of Mormon had said the crucilixion
| took place in the afternoon we should
| have kuown at once that itcould not be
'true. This is incidental proof to
| learued or scientific meu that they cau
pot very well reason away, and espe-
cially when the instrumeunt who brought
forth the **Book of Mormon’' is cousid-
ered. It must be remewmbered that he
was but s youth, and unlearocd; and,
when he translated this work, I pre-
'sume that he was unaware that there
'was any difference in the time of day,
according to the longitude, in different
parts of the earth. [ do not suppose
that Joseph ever thought about it to the
day of his death. [ n=velhenrd him or
suy other person bring lorth this us
confirmatory evidence of the divine au-
thenticity of the Book of Mormon;
I never thought of it myself until years
after Joseph's death; but when I did re-
flect upou it, I could see the reszon why
the Lord, through His servauts, has
said in the Book of Mormon, that the
crucifixion took place in the morning.

But we will pass over this and will
eay a few words in regard to the object
of this great work. The Lord has
brought forth the Book of Mormon in
order that all the nations, kindreds,
tongues and peoples on the face of the
earth may be warned of the great
events which are sbout to take place.
This book centains propbecies which
uffect every nation nuder heaven, pro-
phecies that will be fulfitled on their
neads. Cun we read the future of this
great Americau nation—our greatrepub-
lie? Yes, we can learn a greal many
features within its pages concerning
this nation and government that we
never should have learned witbout its
aid or the spirit of revelation. From it
we learu that two great and powerflul
nations formerly dwelt ou this conti-

birth and crucifixion. Now these thir-
ty-three years and three days would,
scoording to our reckoning, Ilack five |
days of thirty-three years. When we |
come to trace back all these authorities
we flod that this very day, on which I
am speaking, would be the close of the
year, and that to-morrow, the 11th day
of April,would be theanniversary of tha
very day ou which Jesus was borp; and
the 6Bth day of April the very day on
which He was crucifled precisaly 1500
years prior to the organizationgl Lhis
chureh.

I bave made mention of this, not
bringiog all the evideuncea and proofs
that might be advanced, but merely to
show, i a very brief manuer, that God
has u sel time to perform and accom-
plish His work, mod that the commence-
meot of tbe organization of His Kiog-
dom took place eighteen ceuturies aft-r
the time tobat the Savior groaned and
sullered on the cross,

There are a great maay, of course, in
the world, who disbelieve this record
which is received as divine by the Lat-
terday Baints. A great mauny do not
belleve that the Book of Mormoa is
true, and the reason they do not believe
it Is because they never have examined
its evideuces. 1 consider that there are
some evidences, that never bave been
sufficlently put forth before Lhe publie,
Lo prove the divine autheaticity of the
“*Hook of Mormon,'' quite ns sirong as
those which have been adduced. e
have often referred to the Old Testa-
ment to prove that & work of this na-

ture was to come forth in the latter

days. The aucient prophets have
spoken of it in mao places, some-
times under the term of a book. Speak-
lng of the manner o which it should

be trausiated. You will find it referred
to ln the twenty-ninth chapler of
Isaiah. It s referred to in other piaces
us sticks, written upoa, one for Judah
and one for Joseph, that should be uai-
ted together by the power of the Lord
in the latter days preparatory to His
comiug. Inother places It is referred
to sa truth which, in the latter days
should come out of the ground, an
that, at the same time, righteouspess
sheuld come down out of heaven, and
that this should be a preparatory work
for the salvation of F-ru-l aund for the
coming of the Lord,

But we will pass over all these sori
tural evidences, and name one which,
perhaps, our elders themselves have not
dwelt u toany wg great extent to

]

rove e divioe au nticity of the
Emk of Mormon.

This book, the Book of Mormen, in-
forms us that the time of dnynwhleh
Jesus was crucified, I mean the time of
day here In America, was in the morn-
ing; the New Testament tells us that
Jesus was in Asia in the after-

The
g g e yon bk ‘:i,"“""m
in moro , D aen
14 be twelve o'clock at

:
fifsidi
e

veut. OQOuoue pation, or rather the colony
which founded it, came from the Tower

|nf Iiabel soon afier the days of the

I'lood. They colonized what we call
North Americs, landiog onu the western
coast, a little south of the Gulf of Cali-
forpia, in the south-western part of this
north wing of.our contivent. They
Nourished some sixteen hundred years,
When they firet colonized this couti-
pent from the Tower of Bahal the Liord
told them if they wou!d uot serve Him
faithfully but becawo ipein luiguity
they should be cut off from the face of
the land. That was fulfilled about six
hundred years before Christ, when they
wereenlirelyswept off,and in their stead
the Lord brought a remnantof Israel, a
few families, not the ten tribes, but a
small portion of the tribe of Joseph. He
brought them from Jerusslem first
dowu to tne Red Bea. They traveled
along the eastsen borders of the Red
Sea for many days, and then bore off in
an eastern direction which brought
them to the Arabian Gualf. There Lhey
were commanded of the Lord to baild a
vessel. They went aboard of this vessel
and were brought by the special provi-
dence of God across the great Indian
and Pacific Oceans, and landed on the
western coast of South America. This
was about five hundred and eigh ti:yeam
befors the o&nlng of Christ, leven
years after the Liord bLrought this fivst
colony of Israelites from Jerusalem, He
brought another small colony, headed
by one of the sons of Zedekiah, a de-
scendant of Kiog David. They left Je-

rusalem the same year that the Jews

were carried away captive into Babylon,
were brought forth to this continent and
landed somewhere north of the Isth-
mus. They wended their way int: the

northern gmof Bouth Awmerica. About
four hundred years after this the two
colouies amalgamated in the northern
part of Bouth America and they became
one nation.

The first colony brought with them
the Jewlish scriptures,on plates of brass,
coptaining an account of the Creation
and the b y of their nationdown to
eleven gm before the tivity, or
six hundred years before Christ. These
brass plates were kept among them
during the period of their righteous-
ness, and were by the hand
of the Lord. The second colony that
came from Jerusalem came without
the seriptures, and having ne oopiy of
the sacred writings they soon fell into
wickedness. In four hundred years
gm they disbelieved in the being of a

but uniting with the other branch
of Ilsrselites th were converted,
Their became much cor-

ru but h their conversion
Mp‘:‘l‘n mv.:‘rutond in a partial
measure means of Lhe records which

possessed other col .

About w-:!.?:lu bofoz '%It‘n{iat a
very large colony of 5,400 men, with
wives and children, united themeelves
together in the northern p:rt
North Americs, and l.nu{ed An ex-

ceedin distance until they
came to bodies of water and many

VI a e

‘m:; the contlnent and became

y numerous. | %
may ulre *“‘did all th dif-
lohnll:i have ‘t.?u:ﬂﬂ :h?"
they get them? ey
many seribes in their
Book of Mormon informs
had not only the scri
the living prophets
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that a great
sad sent forth in

g

. g T . ]
all of these colonles, so thal the people
in all their colonies were well scquaint-
ed with the Jaw of Moses and with the
prophecies of her pmrhotlln{l"!ltiﬂﬂ to
the first coming of our Bavior Jesus
Christ.

“Bat,”’ some may inqu
any external avid?uog”m
ou are now saying'
ave. Thirty year: after the Book of
Mormon was putiu print, giving the
history of the settlement of this coun-
try, one of the great mounds south of
the great lakes near Newark, in 0'5110.
was opened, What was found in 1?2 A
great many cariosities, among which
were some copper pleces, supposed to
be moncy. After digging down many
feet, and carrying off many thousand
loads of stone, they at length 1pund a
coffin in the midst of a hard Lindof
fire clay. Underneath this thcy found
a largestone that appeared to be hollow,
something =eemed to rattle inside of
it. The stone was cemeunted together
in the middle, but with some little ex-
ertion they broke it opeun, when an-
other stone was found inside of it, of a
different nature entirely from its cover-
ing. Oa the =toue¢ taken from the in-
side was carved the figure of a man
with & priestly robe flowing from his
shoulders: and over the head of this
man were the Hebrew cuaracters for
Mos=he, the ancieut name eof Moses;
while on each side of this likeness, and
on different sidea of Lhe sione,
above, beneath and rouad about
were the Ten Comwmandments
that were received on Mount Binal,
written inthe ancient Hebrew charac-
ters. Now recollect that the Book of
Mormon had been been in priat thir-
ty years before this discovery. And
whut does this disco ery prove? It
provesthat the builders of these mounds,
south of the great lakes in the great
Mississippi Valley in Oblaio, Iodiana,
Ilinovis, New York,eta, must have un-
derstood the Hebrew characters; aad
not only that, but they® must also have
understood the law of Moses. Other-
wize how happened it tbhat they ehould
write on this stoue the Ten Command=~
ments almost verbatim as they are now
coutainsd in Kipg James’ translation of
the Bibie., It proves that the builders
of thess mounds were Israelites, and
that their iilustrious dead, buried in
these ounds, had these command-
mentas buried with them, ia usccord-
aucs with the custom of many of the
ancieut nations, especially the Egyp-
tiaus, who were in the habit of con-
siguiug their written «acred papyrus to
their great itombs.  In Egypt many of
these ancient manu-cripts have been ex-
bumed and, in msany irstances, pre-
tended to be travslated. Ho the Israel-
ites followed the customs of these Last
eril nations,gud buried that W' a1hey
considered most sacred, nawely, the
Ten Commandments, thundered by the
voice of the Almighty in the midst ot
flaming fire on Mount Sinal in the

ears of ull the enngregation of Israel.

I have secn that sacred stone. It
not a listched up story. I heard tell of it
a3 beiuz in the Antiquarian Society, or
rather, as it Is now called, the Ethno-
logical Society, inthe city of New York.
I went to the Secretary of that Bociety,
aod he kindly showed me this stone, of
which I have been speaking, and bein
acquailnted with modern Hebrew,
could form some Kind of an estimate of
the ancient Hebrew, for some of the

ire, “have you
irave what
think we

modern Iebrew characters do not
vary much in form from the an-
cient Hebrew, At any rate we
have enough of ancient Hebrew,

that bas been dug up in Palestive and
taken from among the ruins of the Is-
raelites, east of the Mediterranean Ses,
to form some kind of an estimate of the
characters tha” were iu use among
them; and having these characters aund
comparing them I could gee and nnder-
stand the nature of the writing upon
these records. They were aleo taken to
the most learned wen of our country,
who, a3 soou as they looked at them,
were able to prouounce them to be not
only mucfent Hehrew, Y. liey were
also able to trauslate them aud pro-
nounced them to be the Ten Command-
ments. This, then, is external proof,
independent of the scriptural proofs to
which I have alluded, in testimony of
the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon. .

Now, our modern Hebrew has many
points; it has also many additional char-
acters not found in theancient Hebrew.
These ndditional characters have been
made #iuce these colonies left Jerusa-
lem. Do you find on these ancient
writings a .y of these modern charac-
ters that have been introduced during
the last 2,400 years? Not one. Do
you find any Hebrew points represent-
ing vowels? Not one; and all the new
consouants that have been introduced

during the last 2400 years were not

found upon this stone to which I have
referred, showing plainly that it must
have been of very auncient date.

Five years after the discovery of this
remarkable memento of the ancient Is-
raelites on the American ¢ontinent,and
thirty-five years after the 'Book of
Mormon’ was in print,’ several other
mounds in the same vicinity of New-
ark were opened, in several of which
Hebrew characters were found. Among
them was Lhis beautiful expression,
buried with one of their ancient dead,
“May the Lord have mercy on me a
N?hlte.” It was translated a little
different— ‘‘Nephel.”? Now we well
kEpnow that Nephi, who came out of
Jerusalem six hundred years before
Christ, was the leader of the first Jew-
ish colony across to this land, and the
peopie, ever afterwards, were called
‘Nephites,"alter their inspired prophet
and leader. The Nephites were a right-
eous people and had many prophets
among them; and when they werebury-
ing one of their brethren in these an-
cient mounds they introduced the He-
brew characlers eiguifying ‘"May the
Lord have mercy on me a INephite,”
This is another direct evidence of the
divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon, which was brought forth aand
translated by inspiration some thirty-
five Iﬂl’l fore this inscription was
found. :

Bat I said I would tell you some of the
objects that the Lord bad in view in
ing forth this

sacred record. It hlnm in
er

s, divine record which He shoulg

rej hj

bring ford His power; if the

nm‘ Zain: bﬁu church and His o
that wheni they were fally r}penadinin!
it}m o should be cut off from the fa
o L, Aond for this reason He woul(
gather out from their midst His people anqd

assemble them in one.

This i .all predicted in the Book o
Mormen, * And remember this was {i’u
print be

fore the organization of the churci,
took pl % The church was organized oy
the 6th of April, 1830, and consisted of six
members arily; ‘but the Book of Mormon
was in print before that, IIow did Joseph
Smith, if asimpostor, as he is represented
to be by W great many of the world
foretell evénts that have been tak-
ing place during the past torty years? How
could he kn that this book would be re-
ceived beyohd his own neighborhood, or
ever extend beyond the limits of the Stats
of Igew n'%or‘:; nH;:m d‘._ldtgo know it would
ey oI mits o is continent an
EomaZshé ogean and spread forth amnng;
many nati ? “Well,” sa one, ‘“‘he
might have guessed it."’ ch'r?mt guesses
are very untertain indeed. Many people
may conject@ire, and think that such and
such things ‘will be the case; but when it
comes to eatimerating particulars in regard
to the futurg, if a man is not inspired of
God, how ligble he is to fall into teu thou-
sand errors!
Now this:book predicted, not only the
spread of work among this people or
nation, but &iso that it would go forth to all
people, natlons and tongues under the
whole heavéns. Forty years, only, have
way, and how much of t has
n fulfil ei.f already! This book has been
translated idto eight different languages
and spread fdrth upon the islands of the sea,
—the Sandwith Islands,the Society Islands
Australia, %a‘w Zecaland, Hindostan, and
has gone [0 Lo the nations of Europe and
has penetraf@d to almost every nation un-
der heaven;in the course, only, of forty
ears. 3
¥ Has therv been an
to the prediglions o
only predic
up of the Kir
when it sho
of the ureat

oW

gathering, according
this book? for it not
the organization and rising
tfdom of God inthelatter days
go forth, but it also speaks
gathering together of His peo-
ple. Has thi# been fulfilled? What! do I
now see before me? Several thousand peo-
ple listening. 80 me in the midst of one of
the most frightful deserts of the North
American colitinent; that is, it was fright-
ful, so much 8o that Fremont and others
could not traverse it, with any degree of
safety, unless 4 large company was with
them; and evéd, with all the means he had
at bis command, Fremont could not travel
through the?§ deserts without losing a
great many of . his men. It was a parched-
up, dry and steérile country, and it looked
as though an:agricaltural people never
could possess fEwith any degree of advan-
tage. This was the description given by
those who explored a small portion of this
country before ihe Latter-day Saints settled
it. But whatdb I now see? Not only this
large congrezation now betore me, butas I
travel to and fréin the Territory I see four
hondred miles:@f desert reclaimed, and
wer one hundrgd @ vos, cities and vyil-
lages incorporatéd nud i nized, cultivat-
ing the earth, sud numerous flocks and
bherds being raised by peaceable settlers.
Who are these settlers? Those who believe
in the divine autlfenticity of the Book of
Mog‘mon; those ¥ho believe that Joseph
Smith was a tru@ -prophket, and thus have
fulfilled his predietions. Isit not another
testimony in favorof the diviue authenti-
city of this record when wo ses things
transpiring that, tq all natural appearance,
never c¢ouid have transpired? What did
our enemies say when this book was first
printed? “O, it is oftly destined for a year
or two, two years B{ longest will see the
end of ‘Mormonismy ' By and by, when
two years had passedaway, and they begau
to see that their prgphecies were failing,
they concluded to eflend the time for tue
extinction of ‘‘Moffhonism,” and they
would say, ‘‘Watch five years more, and
‘Mormonism’ will have an end.” Why it
was 80 jnconsistent im their opinion that
God should again speak from the heavens,
and have inspired men:on the earth; that
He should restore all the gifts of the ancient
gospel: that He should sénd an angel with
the everlasting gospel infulfillment.of the
predictions of John the Revelator and the
testimony of many of théancient prophets.
It was so foreign to their minds thatany
such prophecies should be fulfilled in their
day that they predicted. that this work
would bBave an end in fiveyears. That was
the way the natural man viewed the matter.
But God, wbLo can foresee all eveuts
among the children of men, had His eye
fixed on the gatnering of His children be-
fore the church was organized, and Hepre-
dicted that they should come out of every
nation under beaven. Not bnly from the
settled portions of the genfile natioa, but
they should bo brought out of the
‘;-g;iat of that gentile nation, jhst as we bave
n. :
If you want to learn parficalarly con-
cerning . {hat prophecy read:the saying of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Mor-
mon, when He descended in the northern
part of South America, soon &iter His re-
surrection, and ascension to "heaven, He
descended in the sight of al congrega-
tion of 2,500 mmen, women and children, a
little south of the isthmus. ata place where
they bad buiilt a temple. After making His
appearance in their midst, He:taught them
many things, and showed thei the wounds
in His hands, in His feet and'in His side.

In His instructions on thak occasion He
commanded them to do away with the law
of Moses, so far as theo 3
and burnt offerings were

He commanded them to reo

which He taught them. Afu
all this He commenced to prophecy to them,
his record; and

and His prophecies are i
one of them has been fulffilled during the

last forty years. He saidl He would brin
forth their ldalsws, wikich they then ha
in their midst. He decla®ed that the Father

should bring them fo
in the latter days, The:
not

un tt;o the genl.lltiu;
prophecy says, *'
ive the falness of
contsined in that

words of Jesus, as
] n'fu}lﬂtmﬁlr sgow
av® brought the nts
. thitants of the

from among theink reat na-
tion of tiles, cetled the United States,
any mors effectualfy than He did-twenty-
three y ago when He located us inthese
mountains? Was there any other part of
this ocontinent @n which this prophec
could have beedl so effectually fu.lglledz;
Nowhere. We:did not @ here alto-
- arol;rg fn accord, that is, all of us
not; o Jow ! because under-
stood the _,mdsluomhem in re-
m?&. oy gt“?ulatﬂdnt- from
péntiles; buta many were
80 attached 5 their farms and homes in the
East had to be drivenaway befere

d come, It was not indeed a
_thingto:ﬁof;m,onl to those
d and will of God
to the matter. - The Lord

to prepare the for th of some 1,200 es from the sel-
coming, In Pto ‘establish The irte | ted hions of 0 “Usited and
church and kianomot‘(}pdupogth.m m us In one of wild and iso-
with all its ordinances, gifls, ers and égions on the face of the whole conti-
blessings, that the people might have the | R8RS & s
old,ancient religion, even the fulness of the » goun were the words of Jesus
blessings of that gospel that was preached i l'q_of“iﬁwda 2 po
Another object m | translated ﬁum*.e y rd, be-
“mm""ghmont th mm,nf;lum brlng.:l::g [:;Z;
rﬂbhj : uwm their midst.” mglnltiy-thme
this aucient record of the N 1at prophecy has been ng,and
has con has been accom; tothe
when this work should be has predicted? He
if they would md do re-
hearken to the of God day, u&
be sent forth among them; them ! of




