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DISCOURS

By Fldee ERASTUS SNOW, de
livered at the 42nd  Semi-Annual
Conference, of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints,
" Qctober 7, 1872,

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I Ax afraid I shall not be able to make you
hear unless you wish to hear. God has

said that Zion shall be as a city set nupon a
hill, whose light can not be hid. @ are
called to be the children of Zion. The

Lord has declared that Zion consists of the
pure in heart, He has said, further, that
the nations of the earth have corrupted
their way before him, and, referring to
Babylon, his command to his Salnts is:
““Come out of her, 0 my people, that ye be
not partakers of her & ns, that ye receive
not of her plagues.” The Bible is full of
prophecies delivered by the prophets and
patriarchs, and by the Savior and his nﬁiol-
tles, concerning the day and in which
we live. The end draweth nigh and the
time approacheth speedily when the Lord
wiil make a full end of all nations who
fight inst Zion, who reject his law and
harden their hearts against him, his pre-
uuri»t.u and his government. Itis our high
privilege to bear this testimony, and the
testimony we have to bear unto the people
of the 19th centnry is but a renewal of that
which was borne by prophets and SBaints in
days past and gone. They spoke of the
time in which we live by the spirit of pro-
rheef and revelation, which was like one
ooking through a glass darkly, yet it is
our privilege to behold with our eyes and
to hear with our ears those things which
prophets and Emtrlaruhl long desired to
see, but died without the sight. The duty
especially enjoined upon us to-day is to
awake to righteousness, and consider the
calling wherewith God has called us, We
should consider that God has separsted us
by the preaching of his word and by the
testimony of Jesus; and bas called us to be
a distinct people, distinct in this particular,
that we se ourselves from sin and
wickedness, and, as far as wible, from
the company of sinners anod from all those
customs and habits that tend to darken
degrade and abase the human mind, and
cultivate thoge which will sanctify the af-
fections, E‘:Lrlfg the heart and ennoble the
whole being of man, and fit us, as far as in
us 1 to regenerate ourselves and our
race.
forth his hand, to exalt his people from

their low degree, and to lift them up and
make of them a peculiar people, a holy na~
tion, a kingdom of priests unto the Most

Higﬁ God and the Lamb.,

In all this, is there anythinz that can
hurt, destroy or injure, in any wise, any
portion of our fellowmen who do not feel
disposed to join us in this glorious work
or engage with us in this noble ente risaf
Not at all, The salvation of God is re-
vealed for the of all men who will
receive it, The gospel ia offered without
money and without price to all flesh, and
the testimony that we bear to the world is
that Jesus died for all, and that through
the shedding of his blood salvation ma

ield obedience unto the requirements of
gospel, The government which is in-
augurated and established among men by
the preaching of the gospel, and the admi-
nistration of its holy ordinances, is a go-
vernment of ove and goodwill to
men, promptling those who receive it to do
ood unto all, but especially unto the
ousehold of faith,

The duties which ‘are enjoined upon us
are, first, to our own household—the house-
hold of God, those who have been baptizad
into Chriat by being born again of the
water and of the Spirit, and become the
children of God by adoption. Next, to all
men who have mot thus been translated
from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son; and that love
which is wrought in the Saints of God by
the fire of the Holy Ghost through faith in
and obedience to the gospel, prompis all
who are brought under its influence to

ield obedience to ita requirements and to

abor for the well-being of every creature
that bears the form of God.

There is nothing in the constitution of
the gospel, or the organization of the
church of Christ and the kingdom of God
samong men, and the precepts that are

taught of God and his servants, that would | correaspond. Ifsome do not believe, will |

in the least degree inflict injury or with-
bhold blessings from any member of the
family of man, inasmuch as they place
themselves in & condition to receive them,
and are willing to accept them, But God
has ordained certain everlasting principles
of truth by which his le may be ex-
alted, and without whic y can not be
exalted into his presence and to the enjoy-
ment of his glory. All things are governed
h{l law, and all good and wholesome laws,
which are ordained and enacted by men,
designed for the peace, prosperity and
wellbeing of their felloworeatures, should
be respected, maintained and honored by
all people, and this is one of the duties en-
joyed upon all Baints in ali the commande-
ments and revelations of God to his people,

It is, further, the duty of all who are en-
trusted with the administration of law, in
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faith, in all purity and integrity, and in
g0od conscience for the wellbeing and hap~
piness of their fellow creatures in the ad-
ministration of justice, truth and judg-s
nient; and it should be the aim or all law-
makers to consult the best interests of the

ple from whom they derive authority,
or in whose behalf they are called to act.
It is the duty of Latter-day Saints, and of
all good people to honor all laws and regu-
lations that are ordered for the freedom of
all flesh, And if there are people whe do
not feel dis to, or who can not, re-
ceiye the testimony of the Lord Jesus, they
are left with as much freedom to enjoy the
rights and privileges which are accorded
to them, as the chnildren of God on the
earth, as though they did believe, taking
and suffering the consequences of their
own unbelief, which consequence will be a
failure to attain to the blessings which are
revealed, and which God deigns to bestow
upon the obedient ana faithful.

The word of the Lord unto all flesh is,
‘““Come unto me, all ye ends of the earth,
and be ye saved. Take my yoke upon
run. and learn of me, for I am m and
owly of heart, and ye shall find rest to
guur souls, for my yoke is easy and my

urden is light.”” If any doubtthe yoke of
Christ being easy and his burden being
light, let them try the experiment, and
demonstrate for themselves, If there are
any either, within or without the church of
Christ, who feel his yoke to be heavy and
galling, and his burdem not to be easy, I
can inform them that they have not taken
upon themselves the yoke of Christ, they
are not bearing his burden, for they are
not meek and lowly of heart, they have
not learned their essons correctly=how Lo
govern and control their own spirits by
the principles and spirit of the everlasting
gospel, Thers is nothing in its nature that
is oppresgive, galling or hard to bear. In
saying this I give the experience of my
life, for it has been devoted from my
childhood to the contemplation of these
glorious truths, with an earnest endeavor
to apply them practically unto myself, and
I have demonstrated them, and I speak
that which I know and have experienced,
and most assuredly believe and tess
tify of themm., And many there are
who believe this testimony &nd are able to
corroborate it; and those who are not, and
have not experienced it in their lives have
the privilege of doing so.

It is our duty to sanctify the Lord in this
land that he has given wus for an inherit-
ance, by observing, not only the law of
tithing, which is one means which he has
given us for that purpose, but by observ-

n short, Gd desires, and has put|

iu%evﬂry precepl that emanates from him,
and living by every word that proceeds
from his mouth, not forgetting the words
of wisdom, which are designed to improve
us in a physical point of view, to add
strength to our bodies, lengthen our lives,
to inerease our powers of endurance, and
to increase the gtrength efficiency and pow-
er of the rising generation* Every institu-
tion which God has established in our
midst=—social, political and religious—is
designed for our improvement, individua-
ally and collectively, as a people and as
families, to prolong our lives and to in-
crease our usefulness and our ability for
good in the earth; and if we observe these
principles and apply them diligently in
our lives, praying earnestly with our
families and in secret to the Lord for wis-

Y | dom in doing 8o, our light will continue to
come unto all men who will believe and |

shine, our strength to increase and our
influence both at home and abread, on the
earth snd in the heavens, before God,
an and d men, and the strength,
union, faith, light and purity of the lives
of the Latter-day Saints will be a terror to
evil-doers.

What can men do against the Nord, and
against the people who fear him and are
united in good works? What can the arm
of le:h accomplish but its own discom-
fiture? The weapons of the people of God
arenot carnal, but they are mighty through
faith, We war not against fiesh and blood,
but against epiritual wickedness in high
places, and against corruption wherever it
is found, reproving sin, folly, deception,
dishonesty and wickedness of every kind.
And if there are those who profess to be
Saints, and who do not live the 1ife of
Saints, whose light is not shining, whose
lamps are not trimmed and burning, whose
lives and cheracters,precepts and examples
do not correspond with the principles of
the goepel, this only testifies to the weak-
mess of men and is nothing against the
truth, the testimony of Jesus, or against
the testimony of those who do live their
religion and magnify their calling as
Saints, and whose precepts and examples

tbat make the truth of God of none~effect or
less valuable? And what if some do not
make their lives correspond with their
doetrines and precepts, it will but show
more vividly and clearly the character of
thoee who are clean and pure, and whodo
love the truth and delight to honor it,

I am a witness of the truth which God
has revesled unto man pertaining to the
fullness of the gospel; that Jesus is the
Son of God, the Bavior of those who will
receive him, and {hat he has laid the
foundation for & more glorious and exten-
ded salvation than the majority of us are
capable of conceiving and properly
prihandiu? and his work is onward in the
earth, and it will continue onward and up-
ward, until the nations of the earth ahall
be warned, and all ple who will
hear may hear and receive the gospel,

sny departmsent whatever, to set in good { be numbered with hie children, be gathers

com- |
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ed into his fold, become the childrem of
Zion, and prepared for his coming, for at
the appwinted time, which he has fortold,
and which time is in the bosom of the
Father, the Bon will surely come in the
clouds of heaven and the holy Is with
him, to assume the reins of ernment
on the earth, and to reign King of Kkings
and Lord of lords, Then, all those who
will not bow to his sceptre, yield obedience
to his rule, and accept of his government
and of bhis dominion will be cut off. Then
comes the time spoken of when every
knee that remains shall bow, and every
tongue confess, to the glory of God the
Father, that Jesus is the Christ.

It is to lay the foundation of this work,
and to prepare a people for this era that the
Lord called his servant Joseph Smith, and
revealed unto him the fullness of the gospel
in this, the 19th century. Elder Rich tes-
tified that he knew, by the revelations of
God to himml;, that Joseph Smith was &

rophet of . The guestion will arise

n the minds of the unbelieving, How can
this be? They marvel,like Nicodemus mars
velled when Jesus told him he must
be born again. He wondered within himself
how & man could be born again, how, when
he was old, he could enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be born. The
marvel rises in the'minds of many, How
can a man know for himself that Joseph
Smith was truly called to be a prophet,
seer and revelator to this generation ? That
God did reveal to him the fullness of the
gospel ? That the Book of #ormon con-
tains the fullness of the gospel—ihe same
that was taught and revealed by the Savior
and his disciples, as recorded in the New
Testaruent ? How can &8 man know that
angels administered to him ? That God
opened the visions of heaven to the prophet
Joseph Smith? I answer, They may know
it precisely as the Apostle Peter knew that
Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living
God. Itisin this manner that Elder Rich
knows that Joseph Smith was a prophet; it
is in this manner that I know he was a
prophet and a servant of God raised up to
commence this work in the earth, and to
lay the foundation of the Church and
Kingdom of God on the earth. When
Jesus asked Peter and the reast of the
apostles, *“Whom do men say that I, the
Son of Man am?” They answered, ‘““Some
think thou art Elias; others that thou art
John the Baptist risen from the dead;
others that thou art Jeremiah or one of the
prophets,” ‘‘But whom say ye that I am?"”
Peter answered—*'Thou art the Christ, thke
Son of the living God.” ‘' Blessed art thou
Simon Barjonah, flesh and blood hath not
revealed this unto thee,but my Father who
is in heaven; and verily I say unto thee
upon this rock I will build my Chureb
and the gates of hell shall not pravaif
against it.,”? Not upon Peter, not his per~
son, for (he was flesh, and must pass away
like the flower of the field. It was not on
Peter, or his successors in office, as is
taught by the Romish chureh. Then who
and what was this rock Christ referred to?
It was the rock of revelation, revelation
from the living God. *‘‘On this rock,” said
the Sayior, “'I will build my church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” And I repeat that I know the truth
of the gospel,as Peter knew that Jesus was
the Christ, by reveiation unto me from the
Father who is in heaven, and I bear this
testimony unto you.

I know that there are many, very many,
whose testimony has been proclaimed in
the ears of this ganeration, and is recorded
in heaven. Their words are like the pres
cious things that John saw in the vials that
were before Lhe throne of God, and their
testimony will remain, and blessed are all
those who receiveit, Blessed be the Lord
God who revealed these things unto Peter
and unto his servant Joseph, and who has
revealed it unto many more who have
sought him withan earnest desire to know
his ways ! Blessed are those who fear him
and keep his commandments !

May God help us te live as Saints, and
let our light shine! May God seal the
testimony of the Twelve upon the hearts
of those who desire it, that they may come
unto and walk in the light, be saved
tbrough the truth, and inherit exaltation
with the sanctified, is my prayer, for
Christ’s sake. Amwen.

.

RESPONSIVE,

TO MY MAGNANIMOUS TRENDS,

Impress’'d with kindness which exhales
Beneficence unsougnt;

I 7ain would speak, but language 1alls
To grasp the swelling though!,

E'en gratitule, deep cherish’'d word,
Unsable L0 express

The feelings in my bosom stirr'd,
Dissolves in thankfulness,

I go with humble, grateful heart
For every kKindness shown,

May heaven its richer gifts impsart
To each and every one.

I go depending on the care
Of God, our Father God;

For which I ask your faith and prayers,
While I remain abroad.

i
The warm emotions of the heart
Too full for attaranca,
Must bask in gllence—must resort

T' unspoken eloguence.

FrizA B. Bxow.
Balt Lske City, Oot, 28, 1572,
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By iiﬂitgraph.

GENERAL.

New Yorg, 23.—A special dispateh
from London says that the written
judgment in the San Juan arbitration,
| only now wants the signature of the
Emperor, It decides in favor of the
United States, and of making the Canal
De Haro the boundary. The cause of
the delay in communicativg the judgs«
ment is that an Eopglish diplomatie in-
trigue is on foot, the object of whiech is
to 0 modify the Emperor’s judgment
as to cause the arbitration to become a
failure. Odo Russell, the English Mi-
nister at Berlin, therefore strives to
prevent the Emperor acting on this
judgment, and is endeavoring to raise
a false issue., The article in the Zimes
of October 18, was ingpired by the For-
eign Office. It presents the view the
Government urges at Berlin, saying
that the Emperor may decide upon any
one of the three channels, but it falsi-
fies the words of the treaty. Judgment
is required on twospecified points, snd
should Russell fail to get a decla-
ration favoring the intermediate chan-
pnel for the boundary, he is to labor
for a negative ﬁldgment, that is that
neither the De Haro nor the Rosarco is
the, channel deescribed in the treaty,
and thus the arbitration will fail like
that submitted previously to the King
of the Netherlands who, instead of giv-
ing a definite decision reeommended a
compromige. The efforts of the Princess
Victoria, wife of the Crown Prince,
have been enlisted by thoee engaged in
the intrigue. Bleehe Roder, a Jow
banker, an intimate associate of Bis-
marck, is very usefal in the matter to
Russell, and has just been appointed
British Congul General at Berlin.

A horse disease, which is raging in
the cities of western New York, has
broken out here and at Brooklyn with
great violence., Reporters who have
vieited most of the principal stables say
that seven thousand horses had been
affected up to last evening. The direasre
spreads with terrible rapidity., It is
stated that at one large stable in four
hours after the first case appeared one
thousand horses were attacked. There
are grave fears that the disease will
spread so as to materially interrupt the
means of traffic throughout the city.

A. B, Corusll has resigned the sur-
veyorship of the port of New York, to
accept the nomination to the Assembly,

CHICAGO, 23 —The jury ian the erim«
inal court in the caze of Thomos Cul-
len, ¢harged wich thie murder of James
MceWilliams, a young printer, a few
weeks since, returned a wverdiet of
‘‘guilty,” and fixed the punishment at
imprisopmeni for life,

Bpecials from BSt. Louis represent
the smallpox raging there fearfully and
states that the number of cases in the
third week of October was over two
hundred. Dispatches state that the
prees have agreed to suppress the facts,
for fear of ipjuring trade; but as the
regular press dispatches have made no
mention of such a state of aflairs as re-
presented by these specials, it is proba-
ble their statements are exaggerated,

WASHINGTON, 23.—There are now in
the Freedman,s Savings Bavk and its
branches, principally in the SBouth, an
aggregate of deposits amounting to over
four millions of dollars. The reports
of the unsoundness of the imstitution
are groundless,

NEw Yorkg, 23.—In the ecourt of
Oyer and Terminer, to-day, the coun-
sel for Btokes offered an affidavit of
their client, asking an early trial, on
the grourd that new evidence had been
discovered of his innocence, and alleg-
ing his failiog health.

Mayor Hall appeared in court to-day
and in response to the call of the dis-
trict attorney gave bail on a new in-
diectment against him.

Tweed surrendered to the sheriff at
10.80 a.m., and subsequently went to
the district attorney’s office and gave
bail in five thousand on each indict-
ment. His sureties are Edward Kear-
ney and A. B. Sands.

When Mayor Hall appeared in court
he said he was auxious for hie trial,
whereupon the distriet attorney re-

uested him to plead to the indictment.
The Mayor then plead ‘‘not guilty.”
The district attorney’s associate asked
for delay, but at the reqguest of the
mayor the case was proceeded with.
Peckbam delivered himself of the open-
| ing speech for the prosecution, after
which there was an adjournment till
to-morrow.
| Havaoa journals indicate an excited
state of affairs at Porto Rico, and a dis-
turbance between the Liberals and
Conservatives is thought probable,




