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dear sir I1 have just received a
copy of your journal dated the 28 h
alt aniland containing an editorial head
ed mistaken as to that its tonetode laIs
soBO unusually luet and impartial that I1
am prompted to thank you for thus
endeavoring to set your reaferd right
upon a most important subject and for
in a sense coming to my defense

the recklessness and gross inaccur-
acy which have characterized the
efforts of many of the newspapers to
tell theth public what I1 say and believe
and the dense ignorance of the islamic
system and the lives and the practices
of the edans of the east man-
ifested by some of the editorial writers
in various parts of the country have
annoyed me considerably and itleit is
therefore very refreshing to read your
fair intelligent expressions regarding
the teaching of the koran relative to
polygamy an editorial writer in
new york after devoting half a col
dmn to a display of his ignorance re-
garding mohammed and his teach-
ingsangs seriously refers to him as the
famous greek prophet 12 in my
opinion that writer is not competent to
express an opinion upon the subject

I1 have never said that the koran
inculcates polygamyys nor have I1 ever
said that mohammed told his followers
that they might marry as many wives
as they chose I1 am too familiar with
the book to make such a mistake as
that

one of the most striking evidences I1
have encountered of the depraved state
of mind of a large proportion of the
americans with whom I1 have come in
contact since my return from the fasteast
is the promptness with which they
exclaim polygamy when the sub-
ject of islam is referred to the hypo-
critical expressions of horror and dis-
gust which they generally indulge in
and their utter failure to see anything
in the lole relation but an oppo-
rtunity torfor the varied and unbridle a

indulgence of the sexual instinct or
inclination

during my travels in the east I1 was
constantly in the company and homes
of mohammededansans and I1 never heard
one of them tell a shady story to make
his companions laugh discuss in apy
way the relations of the sexes refer
to their wives in conversation with
ather men nor utter a single word or
expression that might not have been
heardbeard without a blush by the most re-
fined lady in our country in america
I1 have heardboard stories and expressions
from the mouths of merchants pro
fess ional men andaad even clergymen
that were obsceneobseene and iu some cases
absolutely disgusting to me

the sexual relation seems to hold a
very insignificant place in the minds
of the thousands of devout
madans I1 have met they do not look
upon marriage solely noaa a means of
sensual gratification our Pprophet
taught that the union of the sexes hadbad
a far higher meaning than that and that
woman was too far above the animal
plane to be used by man BBas a mere toy or
plaything I1 have met very few
americanaamerican who seem to be able to
realize that it lais possible lorfor a mauman to

have a wife and never exercise all the
rights and privileges of a husband
they seem to be firmly wedded to the
idea that all a man needs in order to
give full play to the animal within
him is to have a legal opportunity to
do so my experience which has been
quite extensive leads nieme to believe
that the average takes a
much higher view of the marriage re-
lation than does the average amerl-
an

ameri-
an

ameri-
canan

I1 am an advocate of polygamy
under gertaincertain conditions but I1 am
free to say that I1 would not advocate
itsite introduction into our social system
therhe masses are not moral enough are
not able to rise above the animal in
their nature sufficiently to90 use the
privilege wisely budand justly it would
prove a curse it is nothot a part of the
islamic eafsystemitem and 0ouru r prophet clearly
discouraged its practice he found
the arabs indulginginducing in unlimited
polygamy and treating their numerous
wives as if they had no that
any one was bound to respect he
modified these conditionscondl lione restored the
arab women to their proper sphere
and in many places abolished polygamy
entirely

toethe idea that polygamy isin
practiced by the masses oiof the
eastern edans iuis a grave error
the indian mohammedan with moremor0
than one wife is rarely to be found
and in turkey egypt and arabia theibe
almost universaluniveraal rule is to have one
wife but there are cases where a
wanlunn might very properly take two
wives these casescanes are provided for inIF
the islamic laws and frequently much
misery and suffering are thereby pre-
vented

batner an amusing incident oc-
curred last week at one of the uptownup town
clubs in thisthia city budand I1 tell it aimsimplyply
to illustrate a point which you will
readily understand A party of
episcopaliansEpiscopalians were seated in a corner
of the reading room discussing church
matters three or four of them were
vestrymenvestrymanvestry men an old friend of mine
who has taken quite an interest in
my lectures and is generally supposed
to have become interested in I1ilamlam
entered the room and was immediately
greeted with

4 hello old maninsa when are you
going to start your harem

this remark was made by one of the
vestrymenvestrymanvestry men and all the rest of the party
burst into a loud laugh

well P said my friend when the
laughter hadbad somewhat subsided
if Wwhenhen ido im going to have it under
my own roof and notdot do aa you fallofellowswa
do 91

the laughter ceased and the dis-
cussion of church affairs was resumed

yours very sincerely
ALEXANALEXANDERDEft RUSSELL WEBB

SECRETARY J STERLING
hasbaa notbot up to date proven himself one
whit better than hishie predecessor secbee
rotary jeremiah buskbask toin the matter
of weather

DEATHS
BUCIUbuchananNAx in the fifth ward this city

march 1893 of bronchial pneumonia
david thomas infant son of alexander and
margaret buchananBuc banan born february 1893

SMITH in this city at a m march 17
1898 asa burtonbarton smithseiti son of zenos smith andana

anna burtonbarton born march 8 1834 at orange
ooco vermont 0

WINEGAR in the twenty second wardthis city march 18 1893 alvin J son of alvia
and mary judd winegar aged 47 years a5months and S days d

in the seventeenth ward saltlake ity march 11 otof rupture Memarian
XR A wife of john WW in her am10year

funeral was held sunday
millennialnial star please copy

in this city march 18 of old ageaa i

amy orme daughter ot john kirby anand oherairlotte riddle born january 13 1804 1in bur 1parridge leicestershireLeicester shire england was bbaptizeein february 1844 crossed the plains t a j
4handcart company

eaton at vernal uintah county marcmarchh lavictorine wife of joseph eatonbaton andand daughtydaugh tW I1a

of henson and elizabeth walker
sister eatonbaton was born in salt lake ricity roide

I11

combercember 13 1850 she was the mother otof 7conrofir i4
teen children twelve of whom survive hherer thathe 1

youngest being only three weeks old thotheimmediate cau e of death was la grippe bilesiwas a faithful latter day faint tomcom

TAYLOR at her residence in goshen utahtjitte
county march 1615 1898 of general debilitydebi
louisa Guy athes taylor she was born jvjar15 1827 at bristol Somersetshire englaEnri Br r
received the gospel november 18 1818 x 1

married to elder george taylor october n1863 emigrated to america november 1860ism
crossed the plains in 1862 and settled in goshefaai Avalley she died as she had lived a baithminilatter day saint

NIXON Stephen nixon died at willowwui 11II
creek idaho march ath 1893 age eightyftflyears eleven months and six days vee

he was born on the island of malta Mmararch
1

1807 and was baptized into the church 1 Ijajanuary 1841 endand was ordained an bdelder i1byoby george A smith in mayluay following called 1I
on a mission by elder alfred cg

cordon to Aa
doncasterDencaster yorkshire and vicinity and laboredhaboran
there some time and returned home to maltakaaltwaited torfor elder cordon and then went aveihani j
to yorkshire in january 1842 he went I1
liverpool to take passage to nauvoo and whenwha

to
he arrived at liverpool he lawas cancalledby parley P pratt to take charge ofa large company of ailtsamts on the ahlah
freemont he arrived at new orleans aftlitterbeing on the oceanlucean eight weeks he charterschartered
abbata boat torfor st louis and landed at kauvocaup
march 1842 meeting the prophet the abitt
day brother nixon gave the prophetPro nhisome means torfor the bulbuildingiding otof the nievhouse and in return the prophet thanked atishiand gave him a blessing he joined the nauvoonanas
legion and passed through all the trials anaams
hardships of the saints from the days ofrs
nauvoo to the present day he remained faithfiful to the gospel and died in fallall faith with wan aassurance of a glorious resurrection oonCOM 9

of typhoid pneumonia jens n AA

feb 1893 at MBhia residence hi
mantihanti sanpete connbouny y he was born SLa

1824 in hjorting county nD
mark received the gospel april 16 1854 ati
I1lied sidsel mariemane pedersen april 1860

ilehe was upappointedpo anted as a missionarymiss lonar in theh r
conconferencefarence april beth 1855 nacontinued to labor in the missionary fieldgeld forsw 3

seveneven years filling many important places andthe last three yearsyeara of tinsthis mission ne presided
over that conference

in april 1862 he emigrated to utah and oft01
november same year he was ordained Aseventy and set apart as a president of thesixty fifth quorum and for many years was thethsenior president of that quorum august ath a
1884 he was transferred to the forty eichielerth il
quorum and set apart as88 a president and atif

I1 the time of his death was the senior presidentpresidepresidentsnLhe has oiledfilled two missions to scandinavia
since hebe came to utah one from 1871 to ITTs
when he presided over the conference and one from 1887 to 1889 the finkfarat
year he traveled iuin hjorting branch and tthe a
last year presided over the copenhagen concona t
ferenceferenceinin february 1890 he was aedto six months in the utah penitentiary forfm I1
infraction otof the edmunds tucker law

hefie acted as tithing clerxclerk for many yearn
and filled many other imimportantpor positions inthe community ilehe was a lalatterterdday
saint devoted to the principles of ththe GOBgospelsGospelG

1 3

honest and straightraightot in his business traisaeel0
and active to the last he was at his work oa i

the of february
he leaves a loving family and many friends

throughout utah to mourn hisais departure OWne
wife and two children meet him on the other
side riomaiom

Seanscandinaviandinavi an starsar please copy


