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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

A MOHAMMEDAN'S DEFENSE.

53 West 133rd Btreet,
NeEw YonK, March 16, '83.

Fditor Deserel News, Sall Lake Oily,
Utah:

Dear 8ir.—[ have just received a
copy of your journal dated the 28th
ult. and centuining sn editorial head-
ed: *“Mistaken as to That.?” [is tone ln
go unusually just and impartial that [
am prompted to thank you for thus
endeavoring to set your readers right
upon s most importantsubject and for,
in a sense, comiug to my defense.

The recklessness and gross Inacour-
acy which bave characterized the
efforts of maeny of the newspapers to
tell the public whbat [ say and believe
and the deuse ignorance of the Isiamic
system and the lives and the practices
of the Mobammedans of the East man-
dfested by some of the editorial writers
in various parts of the country have
annoyed me copeldersbly and it is,
therefore, very refreehing to read your
fair, inteliizent expressions regarding
the temching of the Koran relatlve to
polygamy, An editoriai writer in
New York, after devoting half & col-
umnp to aduispiay of his ignoranoce re-
garding Mobsmmed and his tench-
ings, seriously refers to bhim as ‘‘iLhe
tamous Ghreek prophet.’’ Ino my
opinion that werlter 18 not competent to
ex presa ap opinion upon the subject.

have pever said that the Koran
inculeates polygamy, nor have [ ever
paid that Mohammed told his fullowers
that they might marry a8 many wives
ag they chose. I am too famiiiar with
.the book to make such a mistake ag
that,

Qune of the meststriking evidences I
huveencountered of thedepraved etale
of miod of a large proportion of the
Americans with whom [ have come in
.contact since my return from the HEast

fs the promptness with which they
exclaim: **Poly_amy!’’ when the sub-
Ject ot Islam is referred fo, the hypo-
. eritieal expressiona of horror anod dis-
gust which they generally indulgze in
and their utter fallure tu see anything
in the polygamie relation but an oppor-
tunity for the varied sod ubpbridied
{ndulgence of the sexual instinet or
inclination,

During my ttavels in the East [ was
coustantly in the company and homes
of Mohammed:ns and [ never heard
one of them telisshady ptory, to muke
his companions laugh, discuss, lnapy
way, the relations of the sexes, refer
to thelr wives in conversation with
bther men, nor utiet -a gingle word or
exyression that might not have been
hesard witbout & blush by the most re-
fined lady iu eurcountry. In America
I have heard stories and expressions
from fhe meuths of merchants, pro-

fessjonal men and even clergymel
that were obscene, and lo some tnses,
ubrolutely disgusting to oie,

The sexual relation seews to hold a
very insiznificant place in the minde
of the thousande of devout Moham-
medans I have met; they do not look

upon marriage solely #8 a means of |

gengusl gratificaiien, Qur prophbet
taught that the union of the seXes had
afar higher meaniog than that and that
woman was loo far above the animal
plane tobe used by mau a8 n mere toy or
plaything, I bave met very few
Americans who seem to bu able to
realize that it g pusmhble for a man to

have s wife and never exercise all the
rights and privileges of a husband.
They peem to be firmly wedded to the
{dea that all a man needs in crder to
give tull play to the animal within
him is to have a legal opportunity to
doso, My experience, which has been
guite extensive, leads me to believe
that the average Mussulman takes n
much higher view of the marriage re-
lation than does the mverage Ameri-
¢can,

[ am an advocate of polygamy
under “gertain conditions, but [ am
free to say that I would not advocate
its introduction into our social system.
The masses are not moral encugh, are
not able to rlse above the animal in
their nature sufficiently to use the
ptivilege wisely anod justly; it would
ptove a ourse, It is uota part of the
Islamiec system and our prophet clearly
discouraged ite practice. He found
the Arabs Indulging 1o uolimited
polygamy and treating their nuinerous
wives ae if they had no rizhts that
any one wes bound to respect. Ho
modifled these gonditions, restored the
Arsb womeu (o their proper sphere
and in naany places abolisbeu polygamy

entirely.
The iden that polygamy s
practiced by Lhe masses of the

eastern Mobammedans s a grave elror.
The Indian Mohammedan with more
than one wife is rarely to be found
and in Tutkey, Exypt and Arahia the
almost universal rule is to have one
wiie, But there are cases where &
wnan might very propetly take two
wives; these cases are plovided for in
the lalamic laws and Irequently much
misery and suflering are thereby pre-
vented,

Ratbher an smusing incident oo-
curred lagt week at one of the up-town
clubs in this city and I tell it simply
w0 illustrate a point which You will
readily undersitand. A party of
Kpiscopaliane were seated in a corner
of the reading room discussing church
matters. Three or four of them wele
vestrymetn. An old friend of mine
who has taken guite an interest iu
my lectures And 1s generally supposed
to have become inmterested in l«lam,
entered the rooni aud wus Immediately
greeted witht

‘‘Hello, old maa, wben ure you
golng to start your harem???

This remark was made by one of the
vesttymen and all the rest of the parly
burst into a loud laugh.

“Well,”” said my friend when the
laughter had somewhat subslded,
“When [do ’m going to have it under
my own roof and notdo as you feilows
do_!’ .

The laughter ceased and toe die-
cussion of church aftairs was resumed,

Yours very sincerely.
ALEXANDER RUSBIELL W KBB.

BECRETARY J. BYERLING MORTON
has mot up to date proven himseifl one
whit better than his predecessor, Sec-
retary Jeremiah Rusk, ln the matter
of westher.

DEATHS.

BUCHANAN.—In the fifth ward, this olity,
March 4th, 1893, of bronchial ppeumonin,
David Thomas, infant son of Alexander and
Margaret Buchanao, born Fehruary 18th, 1893.

SMITH.—In this city, at 1:15 a. m., March 17,
1893, Asa Burton Bmith, son of Zenos Bmith and

Anon Borton; born JMarch 8,
Co., Yermont.

o ——
1834, at Orange

WINEGAR.—In the Twenty-second Warg
this city, March 18, 1833, Alvia J., son of Alyiy
and Mary Judd Winegar, aked 47 years, g
months and 3 days. -

WHINYATES.—In the 8cventeenth Ward,qq),
Lake 1 lty, March i1, 1693, of rupiure, Marjqpy
E. A, wife of John W. Whinyates, in her Sdth
year.

Funeral was hald Snnday.

Miliennjal Star, please cony.

ORME.—1In this city, March 18, of o0ld
Amy urme, daughter of John Kirby and ¢
lotte Riddle; horn Jannary i3. 14, In pgp
ridge, Leicestershire, England; wius hapyyy d
in Februury, 1544; erossed Lhe plains wuh'J
handecart company. &

——

Age
haps

EATON.~At Vernal, Uintab county, Marey 18
Victorine, wife of Joseph Katon, and daughta,e
of Hengon and Klizabreth Walker, er
Bister Eaton was born in Salt Lake City
cember 13, 1850. She w6 the moiher of foyy.
teen children, twelve of whom survive heyr n:"
youngest being only three weeks old. 'ppo
immediate cau+e of death wuslugrippe. §p ©
was a faithful Latter-day Saint.—[COM, =

TAYLOR.—AL her residence in Goshen, 1y
county, March 18, 833, of general debiljy
Louisn Guyathes Taylor. 3She was born .]uy'
15, 1827, ai Bristol, Somerseishire, Englaneg:
recalyed the Gospel November 13, 1818, o
married to Elder George Taylor October ]Rga
1363; emigrated to America November 1860 2"
crossad the plains in 18962 and setiled 1n Goghpt
valley. She died as she bad lived, n faimen
Latter-day Baint. - ol

Nixox.—Stephen Nixon died at 1wy,
Oreek, Idaho, March 5th, 1893; uge, eighty. g L
years, eleven months and six days ve

He was horn on thc Isiand of Malta, Mapg),
27th,i 1807, and wae haptized into the Chnr
Jaouary 14th. 1841, £nd was ordalned an E'dch
hy Georgo A. Smith in May following. Capjex
oh & miesioh by Elder Alfred GCordeg' G9
Doncaster, Yorkshire and vieinity and labop,
there some Lme and relorned home to Multed.
waited for Klder Cordon And then weng ey
to Yorkshire, In January, 1842, he wenp ob
Liverpool to take passuge lo Naavoo,
he arrived at Liverposl hepwag Calle
hy Parley I Pratlt to take charge ed
o large company of SRIDLS on th apoy
Freemont. Heé arvived 3t New Orleans gpgs
being on the Ueean cight weeks, He Charger o
a hoat for 8t. Lonis and Janded nt Nuuved
March 27th, 1842, meeling the Prophet the sg e s
day. Brother Nixon gave the Prop[;"“
some means for the hufiding of the Ngee ot
House und inreturn the ¥rophel thanked
and gave hlm a hiessing. He joined the Ny,
Legion and passed throngh all the trialg n°°
hardshipe of lhe Bainis from the dayg ' L3
Nuuvoo to the pregen; day. He ramained rnugt
fnl to the Gospel and died in tull taith, wigy 0
aupurance of a glorious reaurrecuon.-.-[go“““

WEIBYF.—Of typhoid prenmoniy, Je
Welbye, ¥eb. mn:p 1893, at his reua;]:g; ’I\'
Manti, Sanpete connty. He was horn ge 2
26th, 1821, in Welbye, Hjoring county, Dep
mardk ; recelyed the Gospel April 16, 1854; mae.
Hed Sidsel Marie Pedersen april 16th, 1agg, &

He was appointed as 5 misslonary jg th
Vendayssel conferehce, April 3eth, 1855 a g
continued to labor m the misslonary feld po
peven ytars fliling man{llmpormm Places ﬂnnll-
the last three years of this miselon he presideg
over Lhaw conference,

In April. 1862, he cmigrated to Ttah, ang on
November I5th. same yeAr, he was ordained g5
Sevenly and eet apart a8 a prosideat of thg
Bixty-ffth c}uorum, and fOr mMANY YEars wag the
seplor presideni of that quorum. Angust gip
1881, he was trawveferred to the Forty eighgy
dqaornm and set aparit as & prealden{ and at
toe time of his deuth was the senior president

He has flled w0 _missions Lo Scandlnavia
since he came to Uiah,one from 187] to 1773
when he prosided over the Obristlania Qonfer:
ence, and one from 1887 10 188% The firgt

car he traveled in Hioring hranch and the
ast year prepided over the Copenhagen Qop.
ference,; In February* 1880, he was santencad
to slx months In the Utah penitentiary ror
jpfraction of Lhe Edmunde-Tocker law.

He ucted as tithing clerk for many yoars
and filed many other lmporiant poaitions {n
ihe community. ke was a faiihfnl Latter da
#aint, devoted to tho principles of lhe Gospel:
honest and straight in his business iransactions
and active Lo the Jast. He was ut his work on
the 25th of Februuary.

He lenves 1 loving family apd many friends
throughont Utah to mourn his departulfe. fing
wife sod two children meet him ow the othoer
s1de.—[11OM.

Beandinavian Star, plesse copy.
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