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MANGOS CLIFF DWELLERS

there are wonders of nature and
of art when one gazes torfor

ft first time on the towering peaks
d craggy gorges of the Rockie sor the

wonders of the yellowstone or the
grandeur of niagara or when he first
catches sight of the washington monu-
ment or the brooklyn bridge or the
rhino of the collsenColisen the words invo-
luntarilyunta rily burst from him what hath
god wrought how wonderful are the
works of man but when he steps into
SLa region where the wonderful works of
god and of man are combined and he
sees the majestic grandeur of divine
architecture emphasized by the impos-
ing works of man words are inade-
quate to express his feelings it was my
privilege a ffewew days ago to enter a
region where wonder was added
to0 wonder and the acme
was reached in my suddenly emerging
upon a result of mans industry as ma-
jestic as it was unexpected in such a
place it is worthy the pen of a genius
and my faber staggers at the task
ofet but as a sort of pioneer
visitor from utah to those regions I1
claim the right of telling about them

happeningIppening to be in mancos colorado
jm some M 1I A business I1 decided to
amt the ruins near that place which
1 am0 sure are destined to become tamfam
em on two continents if the difficu-
ltiese of the trip had been known before

nddo it is doubtful if it would have
undertaken but where ignorance

masa who would care to be
V of hope and zeal elder william
Q robinsonRolbinson of farmington and the
TpTiterter in company with a guide and
guardian charles D brown a better

boum scarcely be found emerged from
the mancos meeting house after
the00 services on sunday even-
ing august donning overalls

and woolen shirts we mounted I1

amr1jr1 horses and rode toward the south I1

3fofi sensation our appearance might I1

berwisectberwise have created was spoiled
ewhatt by the night being a little
ker I1if possible than the inside of
infidel for various reasons we

ase66 slowly and it was 2 am on mon-
yett before we spread our blankets in
wiibe stack yards belonging to wheelers

with ten miles of our journey
behind us rude as it was that bed

gtact least four more hours of sleep
aft whenben we reluctantly arose at 5 1

a light we re
litt once plungeded into mancos can

this isia a rather wide gorge de
lne toward the southwest pall
ori each hand by
and traversed at the bottom by

I1 stream of water strongly im-
dled with alkali and dignified by

arterte of mancos river here the
of our journey first became

jt the road Isin only a bridle
filiip only a popoororoneone at that it
ca be good enough for tthehe in

ari asan affey use it almost
ely andabd take no pains to im

it I1if it traverses the side of the
lnin itfl merely follows a ledge of

as narrow aft a school
aers marginargin of profit if it follows

of the gorge it is rendered
jakI1 abble by the heavy growth

ofOfaoverer buffalo bush cottonwood and
imbushib bush and bramble covering the

it isin not one of the most
experiences imaginable to

K aboutut through these tangled
aftt the imminent risk of a

ed eye tla broken knee or a
1 countenance

thisbis part of the trip was not
1

its the cliffis
es formed a mostmoat luteinterestingrestIng

cill study I1 standing out boldly
anm the summits of the

M kiy plainly manifested the
and42 cx nature inift varied
autoutlineslinex here the chisel inJ J ff 1 l 1

lofthe master hand hhadaklusculptured1pu red forms
of boldness endand ofa beautyu t thereabere the
artistartisrt pencil had traced the daldaindalnessnestklest
and finest color markings in different
shades of natures ubiquitous iron
paint one of these buttes of fantas
tic design and exaggerated boldness
has been honored wiwithth the title cleo
patras needle our greatest inter-
est however was aroused by ovirour first
sight of a cliff dwelling this was in
the upper portion of the canyon and in
a place moderately easy of access it
was bailit in front of a cleft in thehe rock
and consisted of a single low wall of
masonry with an opening ababout0ut
eighteen inches square through which
a man might crawl into the interior
being in search of large game we did
not explore this index to the book of
wonders

our ride through these varied sights
and difficulties continued fforor about I1

twenty miles and at 1040 am we ar-
rived at the mouth of cliff canyon
which branches off toward the north-
west fearing scarclityity of grass in this
canyon on account of the long contin
aed drouth we left our horses grazing

I1 near the river and walked up the can-
yon here we found ourselves in a
dldilemmalemma we had brought no water
with us as our guide was hopeful of
finding some in the natural reservoirsreservolra
in the bottom of the defile where in
rainy weather a mountain torrent
dashes over the rocks we dared not
carry with us the brackish water of
the river for fear it would only tan-
talize our thirst and sicken us the
sequel waswaa interesting to us and its
later recital may interest the reader I1

As we proceeded up the canyon the
cliffs rose in greater boldness and the
scene grew weird in its picturesque
barrenness precipices thrust their
craggy masses many hundreds of feet
inintoto the air on their summits or on
their breasts wherever a cleft could
afford a footing tall trees choit upward
tangled growths on the hillsideshillsides fforor 1

bade access while in the torrents bed
huge rocks barred the way their softer
portionspardons worn away by the water un- i

til ethey resembled the skeletons of ex
tint monsters

dancing up at one of these cliffs
wwe had our first view of a typical cliff
dwelling in the absence ofdf measur-
ing instruments our figures are un-
certain but at a height of about one
thousandthOTis anid feet from the bottom ofat the

on a
cliff a long crevice had been foundby what would appear almost impos-

sible atoll tons of sandstonesanda tonie had been
carried to the opening of wethis cleft
and erected into a wall about ten feet
high completely closing the entrance
totio the crevice pour small openings
pierced this wall with a row of small
portholesport holes interposed at a somewhat
greater height anotherlanotber crevicrevicece not
nearly oogo large was similarly filled
with e wall boutabouta four fefeet high with
fave openings 46 these
wanowalls thene cliff rises in sheer ascent
several hundred feet

how the inhabitants of these strange
dwellings gained access to them Is amysterymyttery approach fromfawn above is
impossible on account ot the over-
hanging cliff promfrom below syneoiw may
now gain access only by skillfullyfully
throwing a long lasso ovetover a stump
and climbing it band over handband partspants
of these walls have fallen inintobo decaydebay
the buildingbulldIng material lying in a pile of
broken debrisdebals

our progress now became excessively
difficult our only tralltrail was the dry
course of the torrent and this had been
entirely denuded of soil huge boulders
only remained the constant process
of stepping from one of these totoananotheroither
and the strong effort required to climb
twenty feet or more to the top of mon-
strous rocks began to tell oh our

strength and the thirst we had had

no water from the day before and the
heat was consuming us but we wom
spurred on by the hope that two or
three hollows in the gulley of which
our guide told us might still hold a ailt
tle rainwaterrain water soon abb
thirst began to produce faintnesstaint ness we
were unable to walk more than a hun-
dred yards without lying down araantt
panting at this point for the bene-
fit of scienceende I1 began to record the dif-
ferent stages in the development of in-
tense thirst I1 recorded the following
1 intense longing for water imagin-
ation of all the pleasant drinking onoone
is accustomed to in my case lemon-
ade milk water soda water no beer
3 extreme nervousness 4 dimness ano
uncertainty of vision 5 floating specks
before the eyes 6 a feeling of utter
discouragement and despair as we
passed cavity after cavity and found
no water at length we came to the
last one that our guide knew about
nothnothingirig there but soft fresh mud thesituation was desperate there seemed
to be nothing to do but to hasten to
the ruins we were in search of explore
them and then make that weary fofoier
mile march down the canyon to the
brackish waters of the mancos aleiif even we had been able to reach ththatpoint in our exhausted condition there
is no doubt that we would have brunt
so deeply of the water as to endangerour lives the scientific record waxwag
progressing most interestingly bibitunfortunately for science our guide I1ib
his anxiety to find water missed the
way to the ruins and led us about fo-ty rods too far up the canyon therewe found in an almost flat rock underan overhanging cliff an abundance ofat
water it was not very cool and not
very inviting and bugs were sportingtiftin it but it was wet sacrificing owour
scientific ambitions we lay down andafia
drank deeply from our Provideprovidencenob
well new life instantly returned totb
us and we wandered around with con
siderable alacrity until we found thithespur of the canyon leading to the great
ruin 1L

access to it is very difficult the on-
ly way to reach it is to clamber eveir
the almost smooth surface of a
where a false step would memeanan asurp
death in the gorge below at tthehe moat
difficult point notches for the cincerfin
and toes have been cut in the murfa
of the rock but these have been oafalb
most obliterated by the action of ohpU
elements upon our reaching the top M
this cliff the ruin burst upon 0ourr td
so near and so imposing as to bebe
most startling that it has bbeen H
named the cliff palace win beparent even from the following li
feet description

the recess of the canyon in
the ruin stands extends towardtowarCit 24
from the main gorge to a ddistance 6
about a furlong at its farthest

Is a mostmoat magnificent axnat
arch or overhanging climcliff its t
cannot be better understood ththan
imagining the tabernacle roof cut d
the middle from end to end and stipe
half of it removed the amproapproximate
dimensions of this monster cave are
1350 feet from butress to butressbutresa 49
fet from bottombottorofof gorge to top of clustclial
and feet from front to back ahto
forms three sides and rootroof for thgreat building the general hantour afr
which is in the form of a
the walls are built of a light bmw
sandstone cut into blocks of aboaboutut1

size of an ordinary adobe W
4

stones are laid up in adobe mud wn
would rapidly disintegrate in rainy n
rainraili under this arch is impossible

one would judge that ththo builabull n
was erederectedteA as much for ia
as for residence purposespurpose 74this


